
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

�

As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person 

Masses with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will 

con�nue our Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is re-

quired for a%endance at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica-

�ons system on our parish website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how 

to sign�up for�in�person Masses, links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and 

parish announcements.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� 8:30am (Sign�up Required)�

� � � � � � � � � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:��8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



� 26th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A � � � � Gospel: �Ma�hew 21:28�32 �

� “...[T]hough he was in the form of God, [Christ Jesus] did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, 

he emp,ed himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” From the earliest days of the Church, Chris,ans recorded what 

they thought about Jesus, and although we have probably heard the hymn that Paul records for the Philippians many ,mes, it is 

worth stopping and reflec,ng upon how profound it is. �

� In the history of the Church, there have been great debates about whether Christ is fully human or fully divine. And as the 

Church has developed her Christological teaching�that He is, indeed, one person with two natures, human and divine�the sort of 

Christological hymns we heard in our 2nd reading played an important role in demonstra,ng what the earliest Chris,ans believed 

before Church teaching was explicitly defined. However, the original use of such hymns was not to offer theological understandings 

for Christ or develop Church teaching. Rather, these hymns, poems really, were used to glorify God in worship�they came from a 

place of great love for the Lord, a deep encounter with Jesus the early Chris,ans felt. �

� It is extremely important that we come to Mass and par,cipate in the life of the Church. Yet some,mes in the rou,ne of 

prac,cing our faith, we lose sight of just what it means for us to believe in Jesus in the first place. In her wisdom, the Church gives 

us this beau,ful hymn to reflect on just who Jesus is and what He has done for us. Pope Benedict famously wrote, “Being Chris,an 

is not the result of an ethical choice or a lo=y idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a 

decisive direc,on.” �

� Everything we believe and stand for in faith, flows from our encounter with this person, Jesus Christ. It is He who gives our 

lives a new direc,on and horizon, a new purpose for speaking out for the least among us, whether it be the unborn child, the refu-

gee fleeing persecu,on, the person of color who is discriminated against, or the inmate on death row. It is Jesus Christ who calls us 

to live with the sort of urgency and inten,onality to stand up for what is right and just. Our faith calls us to open wide our eyes to 

what is going on in our world, right now, and see the world, and each other, not through par,san or ideological ways, but through 

the way of love, for it is Christ who has first loved us. �

� And St. Paul reminds us today of what Jesus Christ has done for each one of us, and therefore, what we are called to do 

for each other as His followers. Paul tells the Philippians, and through them, us, that Jesus, though He was in the form of God� 

some,mes translated as being the “essence” of God�did not deem His divinity something to be grasped, or any way take advantage 

of his reality. Rather, He emp,ed himself, not in a sort of passive way, but He freely chose, on His own accord, to become one of 

us. He took on our human likeness, subjec,ng Himself to our frailty, to our tempta,ons and weaknesses, making Himself vulnera-

ble to the rollercoasters of life we experience. �

� Jesus is fully God with all the honor and glory due to Him accordingly, but He is also fully human, fully vulnerable, at ,mes 

overwhelmed, and weak just like us. In His humanity, Jesus experiences the fragility of life as we do, and when we can really under-

stand that in our hearts, we can find a sense of solidarity, of communion with Him. The cross was not the end for Jesus, and it is not 

the end for us. And in humbling Himself and becoming obedient to the death, Jesus submi�ed Himself to God’s will, God’s plan of 

salva,on, and He allowed himself to die the most horrific death imaginable on the cross. Crucifixion was the lowest, most brutal 

form of death, and He did this for us. Whatever pain and suffering we face, Jesus took them upon Himself on Calvary. And it was in 

His death on the cross that God exalted Him. The great irony of our faith is that glory does not consist in popularity, wealth, power, 

or affirma,on; rather, glory consists in humble, self�giving love, the love poured out for us on the cross, and as the name “Jesus” 

derives from the Hebrew word for “Savior”, Jesus freely choose to act in perfect conformity with His name. �

� Therefore, as disciples, our call as Chris,ans is to give of ourselves to others, just as Jesus does for us; to empty ourselves, 

to humble ourselves in order to li= others up, to go beyond the divisions of the world and see each other as human beings, beau,-

fully and wonderfully made in God’s sight! Especially in these ,mes of great angst, our call to see each other as sisters and brothers

�equal in dignity�is paramount. Our choices and aEtudes all affect each other, and our Chris,an faith calls us to understand that 

there is no “us” against “them”; there is simply “all” of us, together, called to be one Church, one in Christ. �

� Being God, Jesus has no reason to give of Himself to us other than out of His perfect, divine�like love, He who is greatest 

became the lowest so that we can have hope, that we may have new life. And we are called to have the same aEtude as Christ�

the same interior disposi,on that sees beyond all divisions, simply seeks to raise others up; and not just to have that disposi,on, 

but to, in word and deed, actually live it out! Jesus is harsh on the chief priests and elders today because He knew that behind their 

knowledge and learned ways in the Jewish law, behind their righteousness, their hearts were closed to God’s love. The tax collec-

tors and pros,tutes, though, the evangelist Ma�hew and Mary Magdalene�types who followed Jesus, saw in Him their savior, their 

redeemer, and for He called them forth from their former ways of life into a newness of hope, a be�er way of living. They allowed 

themselves to be loved by Him, for their hearts were open to receive forgiveness and mercy. �

� My friends, by virtue of our bap,sm, we are called to share in Christ’s own life, a life rooted in our encounter with Him, 

from which everything else flows. May we take great comfort in what Jesus has done for us in giving us His life, and may we allow 

ourselves to be poured out in love for one another, humbling ourselves and looking out for one another each day. �
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LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Beltsville, MD 04-0117

Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Corporate Lunches | Happy Hour | Dine In / Carry Out
Open Daily 11:30 am to 12 midnight

10800 Rhode Island Avenue / Beltsville, MD 20705      Parishioner
(240) 965-7651 / swahilivillages.com

BOLD. AUTHENTIC. AFRICAN.

Now Open!

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

College Park 

Car Wash
• 6 Self-Serve

Power Wand Bays
• 2 Touchless Drive Thrus

• 14 Vacuums
Open 24-7    On Route 1

VISA/MC
8616 Baltimore Ave.
College Park, MD

www.us1carwash.com

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


