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As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person Masses 

with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will con�nue our 

Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is required for a$endance 

at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica�ons system on our parish 

website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how to sign�up for�in�person Masses, 

links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and parish announce-

ments.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� � 8:30am (Sign�up Required)                                                                                                   

� � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)                                                                               

� � 7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:� 8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:�� 8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:� 8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



� 27th Sunday Ordinary Time, Year A � � � � Gospel: Matthew 21:33�43 �

� The image of a vineyard, which is used in our 1st reading and our Gospel today, is commonly used in the Old Testament to 

describe God’s chosen people, Israel, and Jesus’s parable, the parable of the wicked tenants, describes an economic system that 

would have been very typical in Jesus’s time and in the early Church. Absentee landowners lent out their farms and vineyards to 

sharecroppers who worked the land in exchange for a fee or percentage, but the bulk of profits from the land belonged to the land-

owner, who would send agents at the appropriate time to collect what was owed. �

� In hearing this parable and knowing the historic symbolism of a vineyard as representing Israel, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people, to whom it is addressed, would have clearly understood that the landowner represented God, the servants whom 

the landowner sent represented the prophets, and the bad tenants would have represented them, the religious leaders of the people. 

Jesus makes this explicitly clear at the end of the Gospel passage by saying, “Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be 

taken away from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit.” What a stinging rebuke this would be to the religious leaders! �

� As the New Israel, the Church�each of us, together, by virtue of our baptism�is that vineyard of the Lord today and so there 

is in an important lesson and warning for us, too, just as there was for the chief priests and elders. We must be open to how the land-

owner�God Himself�chooses to act, often through those who places in our life, just as the landowner in the parable acted through the 

servants, and ultimately His own Son, whom the wicked tenants put to death. And this parable calls us to reflect upon how we may 

sometimes reject the ways of God and close ourselves off to Him. �

� As Christians, we are called to constantly discern how we relate with others, for if we don’t, we can be so very quick to 

judge and reject others, pointing fingers rather than trying to build bridges; part of the problem rather than the solution. And as we 

judge and reject, we become blind to the extraordinary, and often unexpected, ways in which God makes himself present to us�

present to us here in the Mass, in the Eucharist, in our prayer, and in our relationships with others. God is constantly coming to meet 

us, to encounter us in the midst of our lives, but in our rush to judgment, sometimes we may blind ourselves to His presence or even 

reject the ways He seeks to find us. �

� Therefore, discernment is very important; reflecting on where God is present in our lives so that we may understand how we 

are to respond; reflecting on how He surprises us, seeks to touch our hearts and calls us forth to live. And St. Paul reminds us today, 

in prayer we are invited to pour out everything we experience�all the good, all the bad�to the Lord. “In everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests know to God,” Paul tells us. And so we ought never to hold back from making our 

needs known to God and asking Him to help us understand where He is present in our lives so that we can better live as we are called 

to live. �

� There is a simple prayer technique given to us by St. Ignatius of Loyola called the daily Examen, which can be a helpful 

tool for us to understand better the presence of God in our lives and honestly acknowledge how we respond to His presence. In the 

Examen, we first place ourselves in the presence of the Lord, slowing down, taking a deep breathe, reminding ourselves that God is 

with us. And then we think about a couple of things over the past day or so that we are especially grateful for, two or three things that 

have happened to us that we recognize as blessings, that perhaps lifted our spirits. After calling to mind these concrete blessings, we 

review the past day, considering where God’s presence may have been in the big things or the little things, and we notice your emo-

tions. What brought me joy, what brought me sorrow? How did I react, in a good way or in a way I regret? Where did I succeed, 

where did I fail? And as we consider our failures, we ask for God’s strength to seek reconciliation where we need to, perhaps with 

others, perhaps with the Lord Himself in the sacrament of Confession. Finally, we conclude the Examen by asking the Lord for the 

grace to do better tomorrow, to be more patient, more loving, more forgiving? We think about what tomorrow will bring�who will it 

bring�and we ask the Lord to strengthen us to respond to tomorrow how we know we should. �

� The Examen seems very similar to an Examination of Conscience, which the Church invites us to pray in preparation for the 

sacrament of Confession, and certainly the Examen may lead us to seek out the sacrament when we become aware of the ways we 

have fallen, whether in word or action, or even inaction�“for what I have done, and what I have failed to do,” as we pray in the Con-

fiteor, at the beginning of Mass. But the heart of the Examen is to lead us into a more intentional understanding of where God acts in 

our lives, every day, whether it be the small moments or the big moments so that we then respond accordingly, in love; love for God 

and love for our neighbor. �

� And to open ourselves up to God and understand His presence in prayer is to invite His peace to “guard our hearts and 

minds” as St. Paul says. There are so many things these days to shake our sense of peace, to worry us and turn us away from God. 

But prayer invites us to let the Lord in�into our joys and our struggles�and He promises us His peace; a peace that does not necessari-

ly solve our problems, but a peace that roots us keeps us moving forward; the peace that everything about us and everything we ex-

perience is known to God. God’s peace is about allowing ourselves to live with Him, in deep intimacy and unity with the One who 

gives Himself to us in total, perfect love. �

�
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JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net

 8951 Edmonston Rd Fl 2 | Greenbelt, MD
Catholic Business Network

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574

PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON

301-384-5818
Family Owned & Operated Since 1971

Water Heaters • Boilers
PlumBing Fixtures

electric Drain service
rePairs anD installations

MR T’S JANITORIAL
SERVICE COMPANY, Inc.
CONTRACT CLEANING SPECIALISTS

7500 ADELPHI ROAD
HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 20783

TELEPHONE 301-919-4100

Please support our advertisers and 
mention you saw their ad here.

This Space 
is Available

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Joseph, Beltsville, MD 04-0117

Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$5.00
OFF
Men’s

Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY


