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As Prince George's County gradually reopens, we are able to resume in�person Masses 

with a modified schedule and for a limited capacity.� �Addi�onally, we will con�nue our 

Virtual Zoom liturgies.�  Due to capacity restric�ons, sign�up is required for a$endance 

at in�person liturgies.� Enroll in our Flocknote communica�ons system on our parish 

website to receive parish no�fica�ons regarding how to sign�up for�in�person Masses, 

links for our con�nued Virtual Zoom liturgies, and parish announce-

ments.� www.stjosephbeltsville.org�

�

Modified Liturgy�Schedule�

Saturday:� 5:00pm (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Sunday:� � 8:30am (Sign�up Required)                                                                                                   

� � 11:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Tuesday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Wednesday:��8:00am (Sign�up Required)                                                                               

� � 7:00�8:00pm (Virtual Zoom Eucharis�c Holy Hour)�

Thursday:� 8:00am (Virtual Zoom Mass)�

Friday:� 8:00am (Sign�up Required)�

Confessions�

Saturday:�� 8:30�10:00am (in the Church Sanctuary)�

Food Pantry�

Saturday:� 8:30�10:00am (in front of the Church)�

St. Joseph Catholic Church�

11007 Montgomery Road�

Beltsville, MD  20705�

(301) 937�7183�



Fr. Andrew_28th Sunday Ordinary Time. Year A � � � � � Gospel: Ma�hew 22:1�14 �

� Our readings this weekend offer us two beau�ful images that likely evoke joyful and upli�ing sen�ments, mountains and wedding 

feasts. Mountains evoke a sense of wonder and awe, so glorious, and wedding feasts evoke joy and celebra�on. �

� Mountains and wedding feasts; both have important places in our scriptural tradi�on. Mountains are places of profound encounter with 

God, with the divine. Moses encountered the Lord in the burning bush on Mount Horeb and later he went up Mount Sinai to receive the 10 Com-

mandments. And in the New Testament, Jesus is o�en depicted as going up the mountain to pray to God the Father; He appoints the 12 apostles 

on a mountain, He teaches the Bea�tudes in His Sermon on the Mount; and He is crucified on Mt. Calvary, a large hill outside Jerusalem. There is 

something natural about thinking of what is divine as being ‘above us’ on the mountain, or in the sky�another common image�as the heavens are 

thought to be up there, above us. We o�en think ver�cally in our rela�onship with God�we look up, physically, spiritually, emo�onally to seek 

the things that are above! And in referencing the mountain of the Lord of hosts, the prophet Isaiah is referencing Mt. Zion, God’s dwelling place, 

the Heavenly Kingdom. �

� And wedding feasts are places of celebra�on, of community. We are familiar with the wedding feast at Cana, where Jesus works His first 

miracle; we see the importance of hospitality, table fellowship, and gathering together to share a meal in Jesus’s ministry and the life of the early 

Church; and today Jesus’s parable compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a wedding feast that a king gives for his son. �

� With these images of mountains and wedding feasts, the Church invites us to a sense of renewal in the joy the love of God invites us 

into, a reality�a great banquet�in which all people are fed and nourished, all people are invited into a life of hope, and all are called into God’s 

loving embrace. As the prophet Isaiah says, “let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us”; we rejoice because through His death and resurrec-

�on, our Lord Jesus has saved us. In our divine encounter with God, death is destroyed forever, and we are invited to know the joy of sharing in 

God’s own inner life, a life of love. �

� But the gi� of faith we have received in our bap�sm is one we must never take for granted, for it requires our free response, every day. 

At first, Jesus’s parable seems ridiculous�why would guests of a wedding feast respond in the way they did, by refusing to come, ignoring the invi-

ta�on, or even mistrea�ng and killing the servants who announced the feast was ready? �

� The parable’s exaggera�ons invite us to reflect on own lives and consider if we ever ignore or refuse the invita�ons that come to us 

from God. Do we ever mistreat those He has placed in our lives whom, perhaps, He desires to meet us? The parable invites us to see our faith as a 

great banquet, in which we are all invited to be truly sa�sfied, for all to live in hope, trust, and in the confidence of God’s love. And Jesus invites 

us to delight in Him not privately or separate from each other, but together, as the community of the Church, His mys�cal body, even virtually 

together these days. A�er the ini�al group of guests refuse the king’s invita�on, he commands his troops to “go out, therefore, and invite to the 

feast whomever you find.” �

� For the feast of God’s kingdom is for everyone and this must inform how we see others and share our faith with our words and ac�ons. 

And so we ought to consider, do we keep our faith private or stay within our close circle as though we need to protect this banquet and keep it a 

secret, or do we share God’s love with everyone, even those we may be at odds or disagree with? Scholars believe the evangelist Ma?hew used 

Jesus’s parable to help his 1st century Jewish�Chris�an audience understand how the Gospel message had received such a mixed recep�on in 

Jesus’s own �me and in the decades following. The ini�al group of invitees were thought to be the Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’s day who 

rejected His message and did violence to Him and His followers, and their rejec�on of Jesus was considered the reason for why Jerusalem had 

been destroyed in 70AD by the Romans. Yet although the Jewish religious leaders, those who would have seemed most likely understand the 

Gospel message, rejected Jesus, others accepted Him, par�cularly those most on the margins, even non�Jews. Therefore, in the parable, the ban-

quet hall is ul�mately filled with guests; everyone is invited. �

� We see in this parable, and really all of Jesus’s life, that God’s love is universal. Jesus opened Himself up to everyone and sought to en-

counter those most unpopular, the tax collectors and pros�tutes, the sick, the sinners. And we must do the same in our lives; we must strive to go 

out beyond our comfort zones and reach out to those around us most alone or most distant from God. Faith is not ours to hold onto as though it 

is just for us privileged few, as the religious leaders and Pharisees of Jesus’s day acted. Rather, we must go out and spread the message of God’s 

love to a world in need of good news, and we do that in how we live, every day. �

� The parable also tells us it is not enough to be invited to the great banquet feast�it’s not enough to just show up at Church. We also 

have to respond to God’s invita�on by how we live�we have to choose to accept the invita�on and dress ourselves accordingly by living in ways 

that manifest our faith. The king says at the end of the parable, “My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?”, and 

ul�mately, the king has him cast out from the feast. And so we ought to be asking ourselves whether we really dress ourselves in accord with 

God’s great banquet�are our lives a reflec�on of the feast of God’s love, in which all are beloved? We are called to live authen�c Chris�an lives in 

which what we profess here at Church manifests itself in how we live. And if we don’t live in accord with God’s love and mercy�if we don’t build 

up unity and peace in our words and ac�ons�it is as though we are that wedding guest who is found without the proper garment and so is cast 

back into the darkness. As fellow sisters and brothers invited into the wedding feast of God’s great love, may we live, every day, in accord with 
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JOHN B. KINCAID, CPA
INCOME TAX, BUSINESS AND

PERSONAL ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

(301) 441-9300 Phone
john.johnbkincaidcpa@comcast.net
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PLUMBING & HEATING
W.H. WINEGAR & SON
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1971
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Compliments Of Orndorff & Spaid Inc.
Specializing in all types of Commercial 

and Industrial Roofing

(301) 937-5911
www.osroofing.com

Proud Vendor of St Joseph Church

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Family Owned & Operated

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
4400 Powder Mill Road • Beltsville, MD

301-937-1707

Donald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P. A.

Home Repair, Odd Jobs, Inside and Outside, Around the House
Lawn and Garden

Bill Curry • 301-937-0078

G.H.E. Electric Services, Inc.

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Everything electrical from basement to attic
Service Heavy Ups - Our Specialty

Replace Fuse Box with Circuit Breaker Box

Let Our Family of Skilled Electricians Serve You
Joseph J. Panizari, Sr. • Joseph J. Panizari, Jr.

Richard A. Panizari • Dino S. Panizari

11222 Old Baltimore Pike
Beltsville, Maryland 20705

301-937-5051
Fax 301-937-5054
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PAIN RELIEF 
WITHOUT DRUGS 

For 14 Years
White Oak

11120 New Hampshire Ave #200
Silver Spring, MD 20904

301-592-8200
www.whiteoaktherapy.com

College Park
4595 Van Buren St. #210

Riverdale Park Station, MD 20737
301-864-0009

www.collegeparktherapy.com

Medicare & Most Major 
Medical Insurances Accepted

~ Locally Owned & Operated ~
by a Parishioner of the Washington Archdiocese

Magic BeautyMagic Beauty
SalonSalon

10611 Montgomery Rd • Beltsville

301.937.2145301.937.2145
www.themagicbeautysalon.com

$10.00
OFF

Woman’s
Hair Cut
Discounts/Coupon for

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY

$20.00
OFF

Chemical,
Color

or Balayage
Discounts/Coupon for
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$5.00
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Men’s
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