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Weekend Mass: Saturday: 5:00 p.m. and Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.           

Daily Mass:  Monday through Saturday (Except Tuesday): 9:00 a.m. 

Good Shepherd Church is fully accessible for the disabled. 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Adoration every Friday from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.                                

(September through June) 

 

 

Miraculous Medal Novena immediately following 9:00 a.m. Mass on Monday 

            Daily Rosary at 8:30 a.m. (except Tuesday) 

 

 

Baptisms are conducted on weekends. Parents who have not previously attended                                   

instruction in the sacrament must do so prior to the child's Baptism. 

 

Those seeking to marry must meet with the Pastor at least 6 months prior to the proposed  

wedding date to allow time for pre-marriage program attendance, gathering of appropriate             

documents, and securing any dispensation from ecclesial authorities. 

 

 

3 Mulberry Street, Rhinebeck, NY 12572             

Phone: 845.876.4583   Fax: 845.876.7884  

Email: goodshep1@frontiernet.net      Website: www.gsrhinebeck.com 

   December 13th, 2020                   Third Sunday of Advent 

The Parish of 

Good Shepherd & St. Joseph 

Music Director  

Mr. Erik Cardwell, erikscht@hotmail.com         

 

Catechetical Program 

Mrs. Ellen Farina 

Coordinator of Religious Education   

Education@stchrisredhook.org  845-758-5506         

 

 

 

Parish Lay Trustees
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Pastor  

Rev. Douglas Crawford 

Assistant to the Pastor  

Mrs. Hillary Gaddis-Clegg 

gsmanager@frontiernet.net 

Parish Secretary  

goodshep1@frontiernet.net 
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Mr. Timothy Williams



 

Saturday 

9:00 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  

December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

John Nielsen † req by the Nielsen Family 

Marie Gavin † req by Tom Olzenski 

 

        Third Week in Advent 

Sunday 

8:00 A.M. 

 

11:15 A.M. 

 

9:30 A.M..�

December 13 Third Sunday in Advent 

Rosemarie, Francis & Frank Suits †  

req by Angela and Adam Suits 

Margaret Clifford †  

req by Sister Beatrice and Family 

Margaret Schroeder †  

req by the Schroeder Family 

Monday 

9:00 A.M. 

�

December 14 Saint John of the Cross, Priest 

Deceased Members, Families and Employees of 

the NY Police Department † 

req by Frank & Eileen Weber  

Tuesday 

 

December 15  Advent Weekday 

No Mass 

Wednesday 

9:00 A.M.  

December 16 Advent Weekday 

Joseph Kennedy † req by Kathleen Kennedy 

Thursday 

9:00 A.M. 

December 17  Advent Weekday 

Pro Populo 

 

Friday 

9:00 A.M. 

December 18 Advent Weekday 

Irene Kaminski † req by Peter & Mary Richard 

Saturday 

9:00 A.M. 

5:00 P.M.  

December 19 Advent Weekday. 

George Tobin † req by Barbara Ruger 

Anna Stranz and Family req by Linda Sabo 

Sunday 

8:00 A.M. 

 

11:15 A.M. 

9:30 A.M.�

December 20 Fourth Sunday in Advent  

Rose & Sheldon Burroughs†  

req by Bernadette Plesniak 

Melanie Tucker Williams† req by Tucker Family 

Margaret Schroeder † req by Schroeder Family 

Parishioner Update 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

___Change of Address ___Moving out of Parish 

___Home Visit Requested ___Need Envelopes 

 

Please fill out and cut form. Return it through the 

Collection Basket or by mail to the Rectory Office. 

New registrants are invited to visit the Rectory dur-

ing office hours to receive the registration form and   

information on parish activities. 

The Sanctuary Lamp  

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

In Memory of  Rosemarie Suits  

req by Adam & Angela Suits 

St. Joseph Church 

In Memory of  Margaret Schroeder  

req by the Schroeder Family 

MASS INTENTIONS  

 

Daytop for a Drug Free World  

If a loved one has a serious substance abuse issue, 

please call 845.876.3789. 

 

Birthright 

Provides love, support, and hope to women facing           

unplanned pregnancies. Located on Main Street in 

Poughkeepsie near Holy Trinity Church.  

For information, please call 845.473.1300. 

 

EnCourage  

EnCourage is a Catholic Apostolate for those who 

have family members with same-sex attraction.  En-

Courage provides the faithful with information about 

the Church’s teachings as well as spiritual support. Vis-

it: www.encourageny.com  

It's simple. It's safe. It's convenient.  

 

Online Giving is now available.  Please make your                 

contribution today by visiting: 

 

https://gsrhinebeck.churchgiving.com/                        

 

(under “Regular” click on “Make a Donation”) 

   

Thank you for your support! 

Collection Report 

 

Second Sunday  Advent $6780.00 

We Share–Online Giving $1851.65 

Thank you for your continued support. 

The second collection this week is for  

Retirement Fund for Religious 



�

cont’d 

The Suicide of  a Civilization 

by Anthony Esolen 

Suppose an anthropologist were asked, apart from the 

sound and fury of current politics, what were the signs of a 

dying culture, or a culture committing suicide? What might 

he respond, as following from human nature and from the 

terms of the question itself? What might he notice in our 

own? 

Such a culture would be more preoccupied with death than 

with life; and this preoccupation might be manifest in a va-

riety of ways. It would promote a right to die on your own 

terms, but no right to live, rather only a permission to live, 

provided that you possess certain qualities that people 

acknowledge as useful or as ushering you into the fold; and 

what these qualities are and how they shall be recognized 

will shift with political exigencies and sentiments. Life is no 

gift, but a mere thing, to be disposed of at will, like gar-

bage. Nothing is sacred—not the body, not the soul, no place, 

no object, no name, no human persons, no history, no 

songs, no God. 

Yet this will to die is neither brave nor generous. The bold 

young man who stands his ground in the field of battle 

is willing to die, not because he is weary of his life but be-

cause he is so full of life, and so moved by fellow feeling for 

his brothers in arms, that he can lay his life on the line. Sol-

diers who want to die have already lost. When an old or 

sick person says, “No more,” he gives his negative, as Ches-

terton said, to the whole universe. Mostly he runs toward 

death because he is afraid of suffering, which, in a dying 

culture, has lost its significance. Nothing is sacred. Such a per-

son shudders before the great impersonal hospital-machines 

in which men are consigned to die; so he runs from the ma-

chine and leaps into the abyss, into nothingness. 

The people in a dying culture, if they do not take their own 

lives, see no great beauty in human life, not even in what 

the blind poet Milton said he missed most of all: the 

“human face divine.” A recent article identified as the pho-

tograph of the past century a picture of a small baby boy in 

utero, at a mere eighteen weeks, but the author hastened to 

assure her readers that it would be quite wrong to use that 

photograph as an argument against a woman’s 

“reproductive rights.” Euphemisms, callous sentimentality, 

and abstractions greet the eye at the gates of 

death: Abtreibung Macht Frei. That the photograph showed a 

being of surpassing and mysterious beauty, a gift, an object 

of wonder, even a being made in the image of God, the 

author could not imagine, or would not confess. Nothing is 

sacred. 

Such people, we might expect, will forget the soul and be 

obsessed with the body, but not the body as possessing any 

inherent meaning. They will work the body, punch the body 

up, pierce the body, plasticize the body, scrawl graffiti over 

the body, and in general reduce the body to a tool for he-

donism, or for some poor attempt at self-expression in a 

world in which there is nothing of great importance to ex-

press. Nothing is sacred. Their art will not dwell lovingly upon 

the human face, or upon the natural grace and expressive-

ness of human postures. It will be flesh for flesh’s sake, and 

the face for flesh’s sake. They will speak of the body as a 

machine and talk glibly about its “performance.” 

In sexual matters too, there will be no wonder, no sense of 

what the sexes are, no gratitude of men for women and 

women for men. The ingratitude, impatience, and unwill-

ingness to suffer the shortcomings of the opposite sex will 

be manifest in willed sterility, assuming three forms. First, a 

hatred or fear of one’s own fertility, leading to voluntary 

sterilization; for the sterile is, anthropologically, next door 

to the dead. Second, a refusal to marry, or a complete lack 

of interest in marriage, whether the ordinary marriage of 

man and woman, or the spiritual marriage one enters as a 

religious; the wedding feast to which Jesus compares the 

kingdom of God has no appeal. Nothing is sacred. Third, an 

embrace of mock marriage by means of mock intercourse; 

the deliberate and sacrilegious perversion of your sexual 

powers, such as sowing the seed of life into a sewer, the 

place of waste and decay.  

They who would crush, dismember, or fry in salt that aston-

ishingly beautiful child in the womb surely will not scruple 

to invade the haven of a child’s blessed innocence, during 

the time when his sexual desires are dormant or latent, that 

long time that boys and girls need to learn who they are and 

what they are, destined to grow up to be confident hus-

bands and fathers, wives and mothers. Jesus has hard words 

to say about those who would offend against the little ones, 

but, since nothing is sacred, the people of a dying culture will 

be eager to have children join them in corruption and 

meaningless hedonism, festooned as always with euphe-

mism, like lipstick and false hair on a skull. A horrid drag 

queen instructing little boys on how to tuck their testicles 

into their bodies and bind them there—death, boasting of 

death.  

The people of a dying culture produce almost no art worthy 

of the name. Boredom sits heavy upon the soul. Nothing is 

sacred. The Romantic poets of the nineteenth century, often 

residually Christian at best, believed that the impulse for 

great art and music and poetry must be divine. What in-

spires? They who lose the divine lose the human also. It is 

as Jesus says, that to them who seek the kingdom of God, 

all the good things of the earth will be given also. The con-

verse is true: from those who have little, from those who 

seek only the things of earth, even that little which they 

have shall be taken from them. The art of the dying culture 



not only loses its excellence. Whole kinds of art disappear; 

no one cares for them anymore; no one cares to learn with 

great patience and many failures, or to appreciate, which 

requires patience also, or to preserve. Many of the skills the 

true craftsman required, often skills with no name, known in 

the hand or the eye or the ear, are forgotten. Artists and 

architects turn to the hideous, the brutal, and the inhuman.  

The people of a dying culture not only smother their future 

in the womb. They murder their ancestors too. They look 

with envy upon the great men of their past, men who, like all 

men, were imperfect, but who built, and built not just for 

themselves but for their posterity. They sneer at those great 

men and enjoy “debunking” their legends. Nothing is sa-

cred. Down come the statues in the public squares, because 

down they have already come in the hearts of men. Nor is it 

the particular man here or there who must be trod into the 

dust. The whole past of the people must do the same; per-

haps even the whole past of mankind, not received as a gift 

but shrugged off as a burden. Utopian schemes abound, even 

while the decadent art of the age sees but vast networks of 

human misery to come. For utopian towers are cemented 

with hatred for what is. 

The whole mood of the dying culture is gray. Acedia is its 

besetting sin, manifest in spiritual inaction, and in ceaseless 

work for work’s sake, or work for low aims. There is no 

mirth in its humor. Flippancy is its note, the laughter of the 

bored, the super-sophisticated, the worldling, the weary. 

Children do not fill the streets with their cheerful games and 

laughter. Churches are empty. The society’s basic institutions 

are weak—the family especially. Social trust is gone. Tradi-

tion, which is a form of social trust, the compact between the 

generations, is traduced or forgotten. Nothing is sacred. 

The poet Dante shrewdly identifies the character of hell as 

loss of hope, that theological virtue that trusts in the prom-

ises of God. The dying culture may use the word “hope,” 

but no one believes it, as their failure even to replace them-

selves with children most dreadfully shows. Nothing is sa-

cred. Optimism, grinning and gold-toothed, steps in to take 

the place of hope, holding forth not forgiveness, redemp-

tion, and new birth, but a merciless judgment against the 

past, and change, vague and undirected, some change, any 

change, as a sick person on a bed tosses and turns for relief 

that does not come. Why, the impatient and sickly are se-

cretly afraid of hope, as they are afraid of faith and love. So 

they are ready to buy whatever the confidence man is ped-

dling: we will be saved by technology or by some newfan-

gled political machinery. Give us leave to feed and rut and 

fill up the empty hours as we please, but take away all liberty 

that makes demands upon us, the true liberty of a human 

soul struggling in grace to draw near to God. 

Who can breathe life into such a thing, that it may become a 

living soul? God alone can, but the people prefer to believe 

the lie, that nothing is sacred, rather than to take up the hearty 

duties and gifts of life. May God breathe life into us whether 

we like it or not.  

Reprinted with permission/Crisis Magazine 
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Pray for the Sick  

Edward Menti                        

Scott Schaffer 

O God of  Earth and Altar 

by G. K. Chesterton �

�

O God of earth and altar, 

Bow down and hear our cry, 

Our earthly rulers falter, 

Our people drift and die; 

The walls of gold entomb us, 

The swords of scorn divide, 

Take not thy thunder from us, 

But take away our pride. 

From all that terror teaches, 

From lies of tongue and pen, 

From all the easy speeches 

That comfort cruel men, 

From sale and profanation 

Of honour and the sword, 

From sleep and from damnation, 

Deliver us, good Lord. 

Tie in a living tether 

The prince and priest and thrall, 

Bind all our lives together, 

Smite us and save us all; 

In ire and exultation 

Aflame with faith, and free, 

Lift up a living nation, 

A single sword to thee. 

DivorceCare�New Program: Divorce is one of the most �

painful experiences you can face.  DivorceCare offers support, 

answers and practical tools.  The first session of the new �

DivorceCare 4.0 Program is on Tuesday, January 5, 2021, at 

7:00pm, on Zoom.  This program is sponsored by St. Mary, in 

Fishkill.  For more information please contact Cathy Drennen, 

at katers59@yahoo.com or call 845.546.0268 or Catherine 

Cwiakala, LMSW, at ccwiaakaka1@gmail.com or 

845.896.6400.  You may view more information  

www.saintmaryschurch�fishkill.org under Ministries�

DivorceCare and divorcecare.org.�
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Reconciliation Monday December 21—4-6pm  

and 7-8pm 

 

Christmas Eve December 24—4:30pm & 7pm  

 

Christmas Day December 25—9am & 11:15am  

 

New Year’s Eve December 31—5pm 

 

New Year’s Day January 1—9am & 11:15am 

 

All Masses will be said at Good Shepherd Church 

A message from the Women’s Society 

Thank you to all who purchased poinsettias for it’s annual 

fundraiser.  Your support is appreciated. 

 

DON’T FORGET:  

Poinsettias can be picked 

up in the Church Hall  

this weekend,  

December 12th and 13th  

after all Masses at  

Good Shepherd. 

Important Announcement:�

�

Beginning Sunday, December 20th,  

the 9:30 Mass will be celebrated at  

Good Shepherd.   

St. Joseph Church will 

have scaffolding erected 

in anticipation of  it’s  

being painted in late  

December and January. 

Joy in Waiting 

 

 Is Christmas tomorrow?” my three-year-old son asked .His eyes were bright; his smile, wide.  He was old enough 

to remember the previous Christmas and his anticipation was clearly mounting.  But the next day was not Christmas– in 

fact, we hadn’t even begun Advent. 

 Waiting can be hard.  When we have our minds and hearts set on something, we often can scarcely think of any-

thing else.  All the more so for a child, and thus, fearing to make his countenance fall, I answered decisively: “Not...quite?” 

 I needn’t have worried.  After explaining that Advent was a time to get ready for Christmas, his smile only wid-

ened.  Waiting, in this case, had a joyful dimension to it. 

  Today is “Gaudete Sunday”, a Sunday for rejoicing.  Yes, we’re waiting; yes, our longed-for Savior is still on the 

way; but the time of his arrival grows very near.  Today’s Gospel highlights this, saying of Saint John the Baptist: He was 

not the light, but came to testify to the light. God’s chosen people had been waiting for generations upon generations.  Now, at 

long last, the light of Christ is about to shine through his public ministry.  John the Baptist is the final voice in a long line 

of heralds.  The dawn is near; rightly do we rejoice as Christmas comes ever closer. 

         Scott Hefelfinger, Ph.D. Moral Theology,  

              University of Notre Dame 

Merciful Father, you come to us not only at Christmas, but also in the time of waiting and preparation.   

Help me to embrace with joy this holy time of Advent,  

so that I might celebrate your arrival at  

Christmas with a ready and glad heart. 

�
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RHINEBECK    &    RED HOOK
 876-3193 758-5042

91 EAST MARKET STREET 
7461 SOUTH BROADWAY
Serving our communities

for cremation,
pre-need planning and trusts,

and traditional services

Ken GieK & Bruce Troy
 www.Burnett-White.com

The Community at Brookmeade, located 
just outside the Village of Rhinebeck, is a 

senior living retirement community serving 
the Hudson Valley and surrounding areas. 

Arbor Ridge offers independent living, 
The Terraces offers assisted living, and The 

Baptist Home provides long term care, 
sub-acute rehabilitation, palliative care 

and Out-Patient Rehabilitation Services.
845-876-2071 

46 Brookmeade Drive, Rhinebeck
www.communityatbrookmeade.org

THE COMMUNITY AT

BROOKMEADEcertified public accountants
(845) 876-4911
Fax (845) 876-6002

48 W. Market Street • Rhinebeck

876-5226
Charles Wiles - President

ConstruCtion, inC.
RESTORATION
REMODELING 

NEW HOMES • ROOFING

ELDER LAW
Wills • Trusts

MICHEL P. HAGGERTY
876-3300

haggertylawoffices.com

One call takes care of it all!

ROYAL FLUSH
SEPTIC SERVICE

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
PUMPING • REPAIRS • INSTALLATION

 ROBIN DALEY
 845-876-2691 845-876-2691

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
PAVING & EXCAVATING

229-2900
www.statconstruction.com

Chris Chestney 
Parishioner
876-6000

dapsonchestney.com

Dapson-Chestney
Funeral Home

CJ’s ITALIAN 
RISTORANTE & PIZZA 

353 Old Post Rd.(at Route 9G) Rhinebeck
www.cjsrhinebeck.com

845-876-7711BHOGAN@PETROHEAT.COM • WWW.PETRO.COM

$200 INSTANT 
CREDIT

To New Automatic  
Delivery Customers. Call Brian 

Hogan for Price Quote

Petro Donates  
$100 to Good 

Shepherd Parish 
for Every New 

Customer

Cell 845-245-8707    Service 1-800-OIL-HEAT
47 PATRICK LANE, POUGHKEEPSIE, NY

Est. 1952 758-6977

KOL-ROCKLEA MEMORIALS
Monuments~Mausoleums

Cemetery Lettering~Monument Cleaning
& Restoration~Cemetery Services

Bill WamBach, manager

dave cohen - Bruce troy

6 Prince Street Red Hook, NY
Parishioner • Memorials@citlink.net

Justin L. Cole, PPLC
Real Estate Law
(845) 235-5846

jlcolelaw@gmail.com
www.jlcolelaw.com

Lottery • GeneraL Provisions
SANDWICHES  •  COFFEE  •  SNACKS

Rt. 9 across from
D.C. Fairgrounds
(845) 876-3626

East Market & South St.
(845) 876-7661

Lawn & Landscape Maintenance
Property Management

Jeff Cotter, Parishioner
(845) 392-3922 • Fully Insured

SHOWROOM 
7387 South Broadway, Red Hook, NY 

845-758-0930
www.hobsonwindow.com 

WINDOWS • DOORS • GLASS
FRAMELESS SHOWER  

DOORS

HOBSON 
WINDOW INC.Exceptional Academics  

Extraordinary Futures
Call to schedule a tour!
845-463-0400 ext.1009

www.ollchs.org

OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Catholic Education  

for grades 9-12
Transportation Available

Migli  relli
                              FA R M

46 Freeborn Lane
Tivoli, New York 12583

845-747-FARM
www.migliorelli.com

Ken Migliorelli, Owner

RLF TAX 
SERVICES

QUALITY TAX PREPARATION 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

845-430-6760 • RLFTAX@YAHOO.COM
19 BIRCHWOOD DR., RHINEBECK, NY 12572

ROBERT L. FOWLER, AFSP

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 


