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� �       From Father Tom�

�

Dear Friends in Christ,�

�

I am delighted that Deacon Joe Cooley will be joining our parish staff.  He is 

married to Ceci, who helps him with his ministry of healing and deliverance. 

In short, Deacon Joe has a wonderful gift for teaching people how to deepen 

their friendship with The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  He is passionate 

about teaching people how to find freedom, joy, and peace in Jesus.  Jesus 

says: "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life" (Jn 14:6).  He works closely 

with our Faith Formation Coordinator, Anne Dooley, in the Houses of    

Mercy. There is a team of people working with Deacon Joe at the Houses of 

Mercy, which was founded by him.  You will love Deacon Joe and his wife 

Ceci, �Anne Dooley, and our staff!��

�

Sr. Briege McKenna, O.S.C., will be giving our 3 day parish mission next month.  She �is highly gifted in The 

Holy Spirit.  Fr. Pablo is part of her team.  When I was praying with Sr. Briege in Dublin in 2010, she confirmed 

that I have a gift of healing.  She prayed that Cardinal O'Malley would find a way to use that gift.  This past 

June, the Cardinal and Bishop Mark O'Connell, sent me to St. Florence to establish a Center for Healing.   "Jesus 

Christ Is the same yesterday, today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8).  Sr. Briege is delighted that this�Center for 

Healing is being�blessed!�

�

Since arriving here, three people who knew Monsignor Conte well told me that he said how St. Florence would 

become a Center for Healing.� Monsignor Conte worked at the Vatican and spent 30 summers at St.              

Florence.� He was a very holy priest who went home to God in February, 2017. � He had 2 doctorates.  I am glad 

he is watching over our parish and the healing ministry.  I shared all of this with the Cardinal, Bishop Mark, and 

Sr. Briege.  They are delighted!�

�

It is wonderful to work at St. Florence with our great staff, parishioners, and healing team.  Our next monthly 

healing service is Tuesday, August 24th.  See our bulletin for details.�

�

You are remembered in my Masses and prayers.  Please pray for all of us.�

�

In Christ,�

�

Fr. Tom�



August 15, 2021�

Offertory� August 8, 2021:� �         $3,856.50�

Parish Capital Fund:� � �         $1,547.00�

Saturday� August 14th�

  4:30 pm� Carmela Perillo 25th Anniversary Mass 

� � requested by her children.�

�

Sunday�� August 15th�

  8:00 am� Mass for the People of St. Florence�

�

11:00 am� Dominic Marinello Birthday�

� � Remembrance requested by his family�

�

Wednesday� August 18th�

  9:00 am� Andrea Gerace Birthday�

� � Remembrance requested by her parents�

�

Thursday� August 19th�

  9:00 am� Arthur Rotondi 54th Wedding�

� � Anniversary requested by his wife�

�

Saturday� August 21st�

  4:30 pm� Rev. H. Joseph Murphy 8th �

� � Anniversary Mass requested by�

� � St. Florence Parish�

  �

The suggested offering for all published Mass Intentions is $20.00.�

Mass Intention Cards and Healing Cards are  available 

at the Rectory during normal business hours.  The       

suggested offering is $10.00 per card.�

�

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

�

They are courageous, wise women who ground us, focus 

us, and inspire us. They are the good mothers who walk 

with us and light our way. They teach us life lessons and 

help us heal and navigate through challenges and            

difficulties. We need people to point the way. Sometimes, 

these wise ladies are not our biological mothers but women 

in our lives, who through their strong and faithful presence, 

anchor us and remind us that we are loved. We need these 

women. Human beings do their best when they have   

cheerleaders in their lives. They show us that even when 

facing despair there is always a brighter tomorrow.�

�

Jesus needed his mother. She had to be that faithful anchor, 

that guiding presence, in his life. Jesus needed to be       

affirmed and encouraged just like any other human being 

and Mary had to be there, right by his side, doing precisely 

that. Even when her heart was pierced as he was nailed to a 

tree, she did not give up hope. Most certainly, she          

continued to wait, watch, hope, and love until he took his 

final breath. That’s what mothers do. Even when their heart 

breaks, they persevere.�

�

Today, our Blessed Mother is our cheerleader once again. 

Taken up to heaven in body and soul, she points to and  

directs us toward our final destiny. Life eternal waits! Any 

disappointment, fear, or anxiety can be set aside as she  

gently reassures us of God’s love and promise. Always a 

mother filled with grace and hope, she calls us to reaffirm 

our faith in God and in the gifts we have each been given. 

We can persevere and do what we need to do to live life 

well, with faith, hope, and love as our guiding lights. 

Knowing who we are and who we will one day become 

helps us to better chart the course and direction of our 

earthly lives. Looking to the example of our Blessed   

Mother, we receive the assurance we need.�

Confessions are heard on Saturdays from 3:15 pm to 4:00 

pm. “Recognizing our need for true peace,�

both with others and within our own selves,�

let us confess those ways we have distanced ourselves from 

God.” �



As a reminder, all of our volunteers need to complete a  

CORI Form each year.  If you are recently returning to a 

Parish Ministry, please contact our Business Office to check 

on the status of your CORI.  There may be some volunteers 

who need to renew this year.  Thank you.�

Before celebrating Daily Mass, please join us at 8:25 am 

Monday�Thursday to pray The Holy Rosary.   �

St. Florence Parish will celebrate Eucharistic Adoration 

Monday & Thursday from 10:00 am�12:00 noon.  We 

are looking for parishioners to volunteer on Tuesday and 

Wednesday for one or two hours a week to adore the Lord 

in His Eucharistic Presence.  Please contact the office if 

you are available.�

�

Evening of Healing �

&�

Intercessory Prayer�

�

Tuesday,  August 24, 2021�

St. Florence Parish, Wakefield�

Celebrant:  Father Thomas Reilly�

�

6:00 pm       Adoration, Rosary & Confession until 6:45 pm�

7:00 pm       Holy Mass with Sacrament of the Sick�

8:15 pm       Opportunity for personal prayer�

As a reminder, Sister Briege 

McKenna will be giving our 

parish mission on Monday, 

Tuesday, and Wednesday, 

September 27th through the 

29th.  She will give a morning 

and evening presentation each 

of those days.  She will be 

speaking at all the Masses on         

September 25th and 26th.  We 

know you will really appreciate her.  She is a very holy Sister, 

friendly and gracious.  She is also a friend of Father Reilly.  She 

will be joined by  missionary priest, Father Pablo.  Below is some 

background information for both Sister Briege and Father Pablo.  �

�

SISTER BRIEGE MCKENNA, O.S.C., was born in Ireland 

and entered the Sisters of St. Clare at the age of  fifteen.         

Following her final vows and after suffering for more than three 

years with rheumatoid arthritis, she was transferred to her      

community in Tampa, Florida with the hope that the Florida   

sunshine would relieve her suffering.  At the age of twenty�four, 

she was miraculously and instantaneously healed during the   

celebration of the Eucharist and some time later received, in 

prayer, the gift of healing for which she has become so widely 

known.  In 1974, again during prayer, she was given a deep   

spiritual insight into the mystery of the call to priesthood.  Since 

then, bishops and priests in many parts of the world have invited 

her to speak and minister at their retreats and conferences.  Her 

Book, “Miracles Do Happen” has been translated into many   

languages throughout the world.  Since 1985 Sister Briege has 

been ministering to priests in collaboration with Father Kevin 

Scallon, C.M.  She is the 1988 recipient of the Poverello Award 

from the Franciscan University and the 2009 recipient of the 

Award for Outstanding Catholic Leadership from the Catholic 

Leadership Institute.�

FR. PABLO ESCRIVA DE ROMANI was ordained in Madrid 

2009.  He studied Theology in the Faculty of San Damaso in  

Madrid, Spain.  He worked predominantly with the youth in the 

parish of St. Teresa of Jesus in Madrid for several years.  After 

that period, he went to Ukraine as a missionary, working with 

Bishop Jan Sobilo in the Shrine of Merciful God the Father,   

giving retreats and helping people from the war zone, pro�life 

missions with doctors, and spiritual exercises for priests.  Fr. 

Pablo has been ministering at retreats as a missionary in different 

countries, including France, Mexico, Italy, Poland, Belarus,  

Switzerland, Bosnia�Herzegovina, Ethiopia, Dominican          

Republic, USA, Belgium, Lebanon, Holy Land, Guatemala, 

Chile, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Ukraine, and Costa Rica.  He is now 

working as a diocesan missionary from Madrid in Costa Rica, 

residing with Bishop Javier Roman in the Diocese of Limon and 

helping in the indigenous zone, working with youth and giving 

spiritual exercises to priests.  He is now beginning to restore a 

retreat house to receive priests willing to have a missionary    

experience and renew their priesthood.  Additionally, Fr. Pablo 

has joined Sr. Briege in ministering to priests and at parish     

missions.�



We continue to collect gift cards and nonperishable food 

items for the Wakefield Interfaith Food Pantry.  Gift cards 

may be dropped in our offertory collection baskets in an  

envelope marked “Food Pantry” and food items can be left 

in the front lobby of the church.  The overwhelming support 

from our parishioners has been greatly appreciated by our 

neighbors in need.  Thank you.�

Registration for our Religious Education Program for the 

2021�2022 school year is now open.  St. Florence will 

again offer classes for Grades 1 through 10 starting this 

Fall.  �

As a reminder, if your child is entering the 10th Grade and 

is enrolled in a Catholic School, they will need to          

participate in our 10th Grade Program to receive the     

Sacrament of Confirmation.�

Please contact Anne Dooley, our Religious Education   

Coordinator, for a registration form or if you have any 

questions.�

If you are interested in volunteering as a Catechist this 

Fall, please contact our office as soon as possible.  We 

need to know who is available so we can plan our program         

accordingly.  Thank you.�

Due to the pandemic many of our families experienced 

financial challenges this past year.  If you are interested in 

supporting our young families, we are accepting         

scholarship donations for our Fall Religious Education         

Program.  Please contact the office for more information.�

What lessons can we learn from the�

 Assumption of Mary?�

�

Growing in holiness is similar to training in a sport.  We 

need someone to show us how we can live our faith well.  

Mary is a model of sanctity.  She shows us how to be faithful 

to God’s will, living each day with confidence in God’s  

mercy and love.  At the Nativity, in Jesus’ public ministry, 

and at the Crucifixion, we see her steadfast trust.  She allows 

the Lord to use her life to accomplish his plan for her and for 

all of us.  In the Preface of the Mass for the Assumption of 

Mary, we pray: “For today the Virgin Mother of God was 

assumed into heaven as the beginning and image of your 

Church’s coming to perfection and a sign of sure hope and 

comfort to your pilgrim people.”�

�

It is this image of holiness that we strive to imitate.  In the 

office, at home, or in our community, we look for signs of 

God’s grace that call us to an ever greater love of him and 

each other.  A greater awareness of God is a sign of our   

conversion of heart that lives the lessons Mary teaches.�

Happy August everyone!� Please note, all Summer Catch 

Up Religious�Education Lessons for all grades are due by 

Monday, August 23rd.� If you have received a book and 

an alternative lesson plan in paper format, please drop off 

your completed binder and book by Monday, August 23rd, 

to the parish office.  Thank you.  �

Would you like to see more Christ�centered, family          

television, radio and online services?  If so,�EWTN Global 

Catholic Network can be an answer to your prayers! 

EWTN’s vast array of programming includes Daily Mass, 

devotionals, global Catholic news, powerful documentaries, 

music specials,� exclusive teaching series, live call�in talk 

shows, young adult & children’s programming, Church and 

Papal events.  To learn, more visit�www.ewtn.com�online.�



We’ll finance
your deductible
We fix all Makes
a and Models

Maximize Collision repair and Insurance claims
30 years experience

103A Foundry St.
Call for Appt. 781-245-2244

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Florence, Wakefield, MA 04-0138

GOLINI BROS. INC.
Asphalt • Paving

Contractors
Commercial - Grading - Residential

Parking Lots • Driveways • Roadways

354 R. Salem St., P.O. Box 272
Wakefield, MA  01880

781-245-8358   Fax 781-245-7493
Michael Golini              Al Golini

JOHN’S
UPHOLSTERING

LEVOLOR BLINDS
– FREE ESTIMATES –
Expert Work Guaranteed

103 Foundry St., Wakefield 

(781) 246-1524

A Tradition 
of Service

Christopher J. Barrett
Realtors

73 Albion St., Wakefield
(781) 245-5011      cjbarrett.com

Mel & Sons
Oil Sales Inc.
Burners Installed & Serviced
Howard E. Melanson, Founder

P.O. Box 538, Wakefield

781-246-4122

We’ll finance your deductible
We fix all Makes and Models

Maximize Collision
repair and Insurance claims

30 years experience
103A Foundry St.

Call for Appt. 781-245-2244

A Tradition of Trust, Caring 
& Professional Service to 

the Community Since 1952

Service to all faiths Spacious Modern Facilities
Complete Pre-Need Planning Ample Private Parking
Medicaid Approved Trust & Handicapped Accessible  
Insurance Plans

FUNERAL HOME www.mcdonaldfuneralhomeinc.com Conveniently located off Exit 39 (North Ave.) Rt. 128

19 YALE AVE. WAKEFIELD, MA • 781-245-3550 • 781-334-9966

Residential & Commercial

781.224.0700
WAKEFIELD, MA

Central
PLUMBING & HEATING

CO., INC.

DEPENDABLE 
SERVICE SINCE 1927
102 Albion St., Wakefield, MA

781-245-5513

AC Service • Brakes
Tune-ups

and much more…

781-245-9764
221 North Avenue, Wakefield

FREE ESTIMATES •  FULLY INSURED

TOTAL TREE CARE
 REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING

STUMP CLEARING • COMPETITIVE RATES
Robert Moses (781) 245-2826

Michael J. carpinella r.ph.
409 Lowell St., Wakefield, MA

(781) 246-3527
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm

Wakefield

781-667-0064
elibby@bvsl.net

21 Crescent St., Wakefield

ANTHONY’S 
HARDWOOD FLOORS

Professional Installations & Refinishing 
Residential & Commercial 

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE: 

617-212-9057
25 Years Experience       Fully Insured

HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO

The Tarpey
Insurance Company

M A R K  T A R P E Y ,  C P C U

781-246-2677
442 Water Street, Wakefield

 Fresh Fruit
 Fresh 
 Vegetables
 Delicatessen

Specializing in Fruit Baskets
and Hot & Cold Platters

781-245-9797
www.thefarmland.com

415 Main Street • Wakefield

Wakefield - 781-245-2299
968 Main Street, Wakefield, MA 01880

Dracut - 978-957-1811
149 Pleasant Street, Dracut, MA 01826

Billerica - 978-663-4303
668 Boston Road, Billerica, MA 01821

North Andover - Willows Dental Group
978-685-8313

795 Turnpike Street, North Andover, MA 01845
www.futureofdentistry.com

	 KEITH’S	
	 Tree	Removal
 A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

EMERGENCY • CRANE
TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
GRINDING & FIREWOOD

781-224-9995 • keithstreeremoval.com
Licensed & Insured • Wakefield, MA

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today! 
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

SERVICES INC.
Wakefield Ma.

781-307-6804

Fast Dependable ServiceFast Dependable Service
Call us today: 
781-246-2090

DUMPSTER RENTALS | DEMOLITION | CLEANOUTS
quickdisposal.com   Wakefield, MA

Experience and Quality 
for your Peace of Mind

Residential/Commercial
General Cleaning Services, 

Laundry, Windows, etc.
Ana Ohannessian - (617) 312-3050

Belmont, MA
perfectcleaningusa.com


