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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
9:00 AM1:00 PM Monday²Thursday

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend:
4:30 PM Saturday


8:00 AM & 11:00 AM Sunday
Weekday:
9:00 AM MondayThursday
The Holy Rosary: 8:25 AM MondayThursday
Adoration:
9:30 AM 12:00 PM 


MondayThursday


4:00 PM²5:30 PM Wednesday
Confessions:
3:154:00 PM Saturday
Holy Days:
9:00 AM 
Baptisms:
2nd Sunday/Month 12:30 PM
Marriage:
Contact Pastor 6 months prior
Scripture Study:
10:00±11:00 AM Thursday

Our Church is Open for Prayer:
Monday²Thursday
8:00 AM²5:00 PM
Friday


9:30 AM²5:00 PM
Saturday 

9:30 AM²6:00 PM
Sunday 

7:30 AM²6:00 PM

November3,10,
2019
October
2021

October 3, 2021

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Archbishop Fulton Sheen said, “It takes three to make love,
not two: you, your spouse, and God.” Apart from the
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, nothing speaks better of
God’s incarnate love than marriage. God designed it this
way. We place great value on love and rightly so. What we
fail to realize, however, is that love, its very presence and
place in our lives, is not simply part of the human package
deal. Love comes from God. It is one of God’s greatest
gifts to human beings. When we begin to realize that our
very ability to love is sacred, it changes up how we see the
essence of life, and purpose and sanctity of marriage.

God is love. It stands to reason then that if we follow the
path of unconditional, selfemptying love we will then
stumble upon God. It is precisely this intimate wedding of
God with love that gives such eloquence and honor to the
love between husband and wife. As a living sign of Christ’s
love for the Church and for humanity, husbands and wives
speak volumes of God’s unconditional incarnate love for all
of his children! The Divine power that brings unity and life
to marriage is so strong that once joined, it really cannot be
separated. 

Admittedly, marriage covenants can be extremely difficult
to negotiate and, at times, very painful to experience. God’s
perfect divinity always meets our broken and imperfect
humanity. God is okay with this setup as he created it this
way. Our loving is never as unconditional as God’s and
often tainted by our own imperfections, needs, memories,
hurts, sinfulness, and weakness. All of this baggage
negatively impacts even the most wellintentioned
marriages, causing them to be hurtful and empty. We are
love works in progress. God can succeed in perfecting our
love only if we keep our eyes fixed on him as the source of
that love. That’s why marriage is always about three and
not just two.

The Divine intimacy at the heart of marriage is what can
make them celebrations of great union and happiness.
Couples who are still madly in love with each other after
many years, still looking at each other with that timeless
twinkle in their eyes, best tell the story of God’s oneness
with humanity. Honor, celebrate, and support those who
have accepted a vocation to marriage. Living in a world
that easily pulls relationships apart, may they find hope and
inspiration from their faith companions who are on the
same journey!

Offertory² September 26, 2021:
$2,710.00

This week’s second collection supports the Holy Father
“Peter’s Pence” collection that provides funds for
emergency and disaster relief; and The Catholic
University of America that educates priests, lay people
for ministry, and supports the InnerCity Parishes of the
Archdiocese of Boston. Your generosity and prayers will
assist the Holy Father and the various missionary efforts
at home and abroad.
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October 2nd
Abel “Bill” Simmons 4th Anniversary 
Mass requested by Laura White
Michelina Roberts Month’s Mind
requested by Maria Molettieri
October 3rd
Ronald & Carole Catalano Memorial 
Mass requested by their children
Alison Mavilia 6th Anniversary Mass
requested by her family
October 4th
Jonathan Reilly 29th Anniversary Mass
requested by his family
October 5th
Mass for the People of St. Florence
October 6th
David Poliks Memorial Mass requested 
by Joseph & Giulia DiMauro
October 9th
Louis Perillo Memorial Mass requested
by his children
The deceased members of the
Santoro, Surette & Roberts Families 
requested by Rose Surette


RECOGNIZE GOD IN 
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Therein lies the...rib
“If I were God…” is a dangerous way to start a sentence,
but how many of us do this? Probably more regularly than
we would like to admit. Even if we don’t verbalize the
sentiment, we likely think it from time to time. Most of us
finish that statement with some genius, original idea for
eradicating difficulty and pain from the world. If I were
God, I wouldn’t let anyone go hungry. If I were God, all
wealth would be equally distributed. If I were God, war
wouldn’t exist.
I imagine that, when we think thoughts like these, God
shakes His head and wonders why we don’t look a little
harder at the whole of His creation ² because I can
promise you, it’s never lacking.
When Adam had a need for a companion, God used what
was available: Adam’s rib. Everything that He had put into
place was already perfect, already complete. Woman was a
new creation, but not a new species. Adam searched
through all of creation to find the perfect mate, but God had
tucked the answer inside of His creation all along. 

Does God Forgive Abortion? 
Can a person (the mother, father, or provider) ever be
forgiven for an abortion? 
For people of faith, any conversation of human sinfulness
should always lead us to reflect on God’s loving mercy.
Because God’s mercy is greater than any sin, the Church
is clear that even those involved in the sin of abortion can
be reconciled with God and the Church. To help make
this grace more available through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, Pope Francis extended the permission to
absolve someone of the sin of abortion to all priests in
2016. 
Even with the grace and blessings of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, the tragedy of abortion and the aftermath
of abortion takes a toll on everyone involved. Ministries
of outreach and support, such as Project Rachel, offer
pastoral counseling, support groups, retreats, and other
forms of care. As Christians, we are also called to help
promote this healing and reconciliation in all its forms.
To learn more, visit www.hopeafterabortion.com.

I’m guilty of it as much as anyone else ² looking to
Heaven with a chip on my shoulder. “Why haven’t you sent
me what I need? I’ve been asking over and over again.” But
have I even thought to look inside of myself?
Where is the rib you are missing today? What are the
opportunities God has set before you? What are the needs
that He is ready to fulfill, if only you would stop wasting
time lamenting all the solutions that don’t fit the bill?
² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

We are in the process of forming a Parish Pastoral
Council. We have asked members of St. Florence to serve
on a Planning Committee. The Planning Committee will
conduct a parish wide vote for 10 new members.
Parishioners may nominate anyone who they feel would be
a good fit for our Parish Pastoral Council. 

SAVE THE DATE! On Sunday, October 3rd, at 12:30
PM you and your pets are invited to our side lawn for the
annual Blessing of the Animals. This celebration is in
honor of the feast day for St. Francis Assisi. Please contact
the office to register and note all pets must be on a leash or
in a crate.

St. Florence Parish provides online giving through
ParishSOFT as a convenient and secure way to make a
onetime or recurring donation. To give online, visit 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stf47b293
You have the option to create a profile while on our giving
page, which will give you the ability to log in at any time
to view your prior online donations or make changes to
any recurring gifts you may have scheduled. ParishSOFT
ensures your donations and personal information are
secure so you can give with confidence.

Before celebrating Daily Mass, please join us at 8:25 AM
MondayThursday to pray The Holy Rosary. 

St. Florence Parish will celebrate Eucharistic Adoration
Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM²12:00 PM
and again on Wednesday afternoon from 4:00 PM²5:30
PM.

The holiday season is fast approaching and the Wakefield
Interfaith Food Pantry has expressed their sincere thanks
for the overwhelming support from our parishioners. We
are collecting gift cards and nonperishable food items
(stuffing, boxed rice, boxed potatoes, canned vegetables
and fruit, cranberry sauce, quick bread mixes and canned
white tune in water). Gift cards may be dropped in our
offertory collection baskets in an envelope marked “Food
Pantry” and food items can be left in the red bin in the
front lobby of the church. Thank you for your generosity
and for your help to feed those in need.

Mass Intention Cards and Healing Cards are available at
the Rectory during normal business hours. The suggested
offering is $10.00 per card.

I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD…
The Sanctuary Tabernacle Lamp for the Month of October
is dedicated to Alison Mavilia by her family.
Confessions are heard on
Saturdays from 3:15 PM
to 4:00 PM.

St. Florence is thankful for all our parishioners and their
ongoing generosity. In addition to your weekly offering,
there are many ways your family can support our Parish.
Perhaps you would like to donate a monetary gift toward
the Bread & Wine, Altar Candles, or Altar Flowers or
our fundraising efforts for altar supplies and vestments. If
you are interested in making a donation in your family’s
name, please contact the office.
We are looking for Ushers for our
11:00 AM Sunday Mass. If you
regularly attend this Mass and are
available to serve in this ministry,
please contact our office.

Registration will remain open for one more week, until
Friday, October 8th. We have met most of our religious
education families and have ordered textbooks and Bibles.
We are in good shape for a year of learning the Catholic
Faith together!

Our first Family Workshop for Grades 35 and those
catching up to 2nd Grade will be held from 5:307:00
PM on Saturday, October 2nd in the Church Hall. Our
theme is The Victory at Lepanto and Our Lady of the
Rosary.

Registered students will receive a Google invitation for
this event, which takes place after the Saturday vigil Mass.
You may bring the whole family! Please be sure to reply,
so we can prepare accordingly. Together we will deepen
our Catholic identity and develop a relationship with Our
Blessed Mother, who will lead us closer to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

Twicemonthly meetings for Grades 610 on Sundays
from 6:008:00 PM will begin October 3rd. Each of our
Sunday evening gatherings will include a special teaching
Mass which will focus on one aspect of the liturgy, to help
our students grow in understanding of how we, as
Catholics, worship. This week’s theme is thanksgiving.

Weekly classes for Grades 1 and 2 on Tuesdays from
4:005:00 PM will begin October 5th. Please arrive 10
minutes early if your child missed the Meet & Greet event.
We will hold an informational meeting for parents in the
Church during our second class, October 12th.

Please assist us by registering for religious education in
two
ways:
online
at
https://forms.gle/
NGZmjXTfYbDDvHLi6 AND by filling out a registration
form at the Parish Office when you drop off your
payment.

Important Dates:
Saturday, October 2nd 4:307:00 PM Vigil Mass & G35
Family Workshop in Church & Hall
Sunday, October 3rd 12:30 PM Blessing of the Animals
in honor of the feast of St. Francis
Sunday, October 3rd 6:008:00 PM Grades 610
Teaching Mass and class in Church & Hall
Tuesday, October 5th 4:005:00 PM First Class for
Grades 1 & 2 in Church Hall (downstairs)
Sunday, October 17th 6:008:00 PM Grades 610
Teaching Mass and class in Church & Hall
Sunday, October 31st 11:00 AM Mass All Saints
Procession in Church. Children who dress up as a saint
will receive a gift that will help them to grow in friendship
with our friends in Heaven.

Questions regarding the religious education program can
be directed to: stflorencewakefield@gmail.com

Praying Hands: Prayers Answered!


It has felt like Christmas this week at the parish office. We
have been overwhelmed by the generosity of the St.
Florence community! Thank you for the outpouring of
support for the religious education program. We hope to
become a blessing to the parish as our students become
involved in weekly worship and Christian Service projects
that will benefit our faith family. We are still in need of
donations to cover larger purchases such as Bibles, a
laminator, A/V equipment, and a service cart for hospitality
at special events. These items cost just over $700. No
donation is too small! May God bless you for sharing your
resources with us.

We are looking for one more volunteer to assist with our
youth program (Grades 6²10). If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact our office as soon as possible.

The next meeting for Our Lady’s Sodality of St. Florence
and St. Joseph is Thursday, October 7th, at 6:00 PM in
the Hall of St. Joseph’s Church. 
We are delighted to welcome Reverend Mr. Artie Rogers,
Deacon to be our honored guest speaker. If you haven’t
already met Deacon Rogers, please come and enjoy meeting
him!
It was great being able to gather again last month and
wonderful to welcome new members.

A Tradition
of Service

GOLINI BROS. INC.
Asphalt • Paving
Contractors
Commercial - Grading - Residential
Parking Lots • Driveways • Roadways

Wakefield

354 R. Salem St., P.O. Box 272
Wakefield, MA 01880

S E RV I C E S I N C .

Wakefield Ma.

781-245-8358 Fax 781-245-7493
Michael Golini
Al Golini
We’ll finance
your deductible
We fix all Makes
a and Models
We’ll finance your deductible
Maximize
repair and
Insurance
claims
We fixCollision
all Makes
and
Models
30 years experience
Maximize Collision
repair103A
and Foundry
InsuranceSt.claims
Call
Appt.
781-245-2244
30for
years
experience
103A Foundry St.

Call for Appt. 781-245-2244

781-307-6804

781-667-0064
elibby@bvsl.net

21 Crescent St., Wakefield

JOHN’S
UPHOLSTERING
LEVOLOR BLINDS

– FREE ESTIMATES –
Expert Work Guaranteed
103 Foundry St., Wakefield

(781) 246-1524

Christopher J. Barrett
Realtors
73 Albion St., Wakefield

(781) 245-5011

cjbarrett.com

Central

PLUMBING & HEATING
CO., INC.

Fast Dependable Service
Call us today:
781-246-2090

Residential & Commercial

quickdisposal.com Wakefield, MA

WAKEFIELD, MA

DUMPSTER RENTALS | DEMOLITION | CLEANOUTS

781.224.0700

DEPENDABLE
SERVICE SINCE 1927
102 Albion St., Wakefield, MA

781-245-5513

Mel & Sons
Oil Sales Inc.
Burners Installed & Serviced
Howard E. Melanson, Founder

P.O. Box 538, Wakefield

781-246-4122

Wakefield - 781-245-2299
968 Main Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
Dracut - 978-957-1811
149 Pleasant Street, Dracut, MA 01826
Billerica - 978-663-4303
668 Boston Road, Billerica, MA 01821
North Andover - Willows Dental Group
978-685-8313
795 Turnpike Street, North Andover, MA 01845

www.futureofdentistry.com

ANTHONY’S

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Professional Installations & Refinishing
Residential & Commercial

25 Years Experience

Fully Insured

KEITH’S

Tree Removal

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Michael J. Carpinella R.Ph.
409 Lowell St., Wakefield, MA

(781) 246-3527
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm

EMERGENCY • CRANE
TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
GRINDING & FIREWOOD
781-224-9995 • keithstreeremoval.com
Licensed & Insured • Wakefield, MA

Service to all faiths
Spacious Modern Facilities A Tradition of Trust, Caring
& Professional Service to
Complete Pre-Need Planning
Ample Private Parking
Medicaid Approved Trust &
Handicapped Accessible
the Community Since 1952
Insurance Plans

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE:

617-212-9057

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today!
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

19 YALE AVE. WAKEFIELD, MA • 781-245-3550 • 781-334-9966

FUNERAL HOME www.mcdonaldfuneralhomeinc.com Conveniently located off Exit 39 (North Ave.) Rt. 128
Fresh Fruit
Fresh
Vegetables
Delicatessen

HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO

AC Service • Brakes
Tune-ups
and much more…

781-245-9764
221 North Avenue, Wakefield

The Tarpey
Insurance Company
MARK TARPEY, CPCU

781-246-2677

442 Water Street, Wakefield

Specializing in Fruit Baskets
and Hot & Cold Platters

781-245-9797

www.thefarmland.com
415 Main Street • Wakefield

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

TOTAL TREE CARE

REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
STUMP CLEARING • COMPETITIVE RATES
Robert Moses

(781) 245-2826
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