ST. FLORENCE PARISH
47 BUTLER AVENUE, WAKEFIELD, MA 01880
PHONE: (781) 2452711 
FAX: (781) 2454512
stflorence@verizon.net

PASTORAL TEAM
Administrator:
Rev. Thomas J. Reilly


frreillystflorence@gmail.com 

Deacon:
Rev. Mr. Joseph A. Cooley
 
deacon.joe@housesofmercy.net

Office Manager: Christine Breslow

RE Coordinator: Anne Dooley

Maintenance:
Joseph DiMauro

Music Director:
Phyllis Bunnell

Cantors: 
Alison Creedon


Cory D’Arco


Julie Kron


Kellie Leavitt


Michelle ManziGrasso

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
9:00 AM1:00 PM Monday²Thursday

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekend:
4:30 PM Saturday


8:00 AM & 11:00 AM Sunday
Weekday:
9:00 AM MondayThursday
The Holy Rosary: 8:25 AM MondayThursday
Adoration:
9:30 AM 12:00 PM 


MondayThursday


4:00 PM²5:30 PM Wednesday
Confessions:
3:154:00 PM Saturday
Holy Days:
9:00 AM 
Baptisms:
2nd Sunday/Month 12:30 PM
Marriage:
Contact Pastor 6 months prior
Scripture Study:
10:00±11:00 AM Thursday

Our Church is Open for Prayer:
MondayThursday
8:00 AM²5:00 PM
Friday


9:30 AM²5:00 PM
Saturday 

9:30 AM²6:00 PM
Sunday


7:30 AM²6:00 PM
On Tuesdays the church will close at 3:45 PM while
Religious Education Classes are in session.

November
2019
October
17,10,2021

October 17, 2021

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

“What do you wish me to do for you?” Whether we realize
it, this is a question God is always asking. It’s an important
question because the answer we provide will reveal a great
deal about where our hearts lie. Our requests of God can
often appear very noble and altruistic. They consist of
requests for healing for someone in need of prayers,
successful resolution of a personal conflict, assistance in
overcoming a disease and myriad other desires for both
ourselves and others. We are especially concerned about
those we love and can easily find ourselves bringing their
struggles to God for a hearing in our prayer.

Is that really all that prayer is about? The woman in today’s
Gospel, having been put in her place by Jesus, was only
looking out for the wellbeing of her sons. She was doing
what mothers do, protecting and securing the livelihood of
her children. But she was sadly mistaken, her request was
not granted. We all make this same misguided mistake from
time to time. The goal of prayer is not to convince God of
the worthiness of our agenda or to gain a hearing. Sometimes
we believe that the more we multiply our prayers or discover
the right combination of supplications that we will receive
more of God’s attention. That’s not how it works. Even
though God desires to hear, know, and be an intimate part of
what is on our minds, it goes much deeper.

What we need from God is a relationship. It’s a relationship
that guides and immerses us in the very stuff of life and in
the direction of the Gospel. This relationship sees God’s
kingdom and agenda, not our own, as what is most
important. It builds the strength of character necessary to
bring God’s Gospel into a world that may not receive it with
open arms. It may cause us discomfort and suffering. We are
asked to heroically journey with God through suffering,
hardship, ridicule, and even death! Ultimately, our desire
from God must become our desire for God. It is only when
this happens that the powerful words “thy will be done” will
be found with sincerity and humility on our lips. Whatever
God wishes becomes what we wish as we see this glorious
union of wills. Our humble lives will then become powerful
witnesses, and what happens to us in God’s eternal kingdom
the result of his mercy. We become true servants and find
ourselves discovering God’s definition of success. That
definition has nothing at all to do with status, income, or
privilege. 

Offertory² October 10, 2021:
$2,954.00
Parish Capital Fund: 

$1,472.00

Next week’s second collection supports Catholic World
Missions. By Baptism, all Catholics are called to
participate in the mission of the Church and share their
faith as missionaries. World Mission Sunday gathers
support for the pastoral and evangelization programs and
needs of more than 1,150 mission dioceses in Africa,
Asia, the Pacific Islands, and remote regions of Latin
America. The funds gathered on World Mission Sunday
are distributed in the pope’s name by the Society for the
Propagation of the Faith²Pontifical Mission Society. 
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4:30 pm





Sunday
8:00 am



11:00 am








Saturday
4:30 pm





October 16th
Anthony & Pauline Biancucci 
Memorial Mass requested by
Laura White
October 17th
Ralph Francesconi 2nd Anniversary 
Mass requested by his family
Palmira Santorelli 28th Anniversary 
Mass requested by her family
Grace R. Cicciarella Birthday
Remembrance requested by her family
October 23rd
Alberta Confalone Birthday
Remembrance Mass requested by
her family

Mass Intention Cards and Healing Cards are available
at the Rectory during normal business hours. The
suggested offering is $10.00 per card.


What’s in it for me?
I think we’ve all been guilty of looking at a situation and
wondering what’s in it for us. It doesn’t matter if it’s a
particular work assignment, someone at the parish asking
for help with the mission trip bake sale, or your spouse
asking if you’ll take over the grocery shopping this week.
Often, our first reaction to one of these requests is a heavy
sigh and the thought: “If I do this, what will I get?”

For all the parishioners of St. Florence who passed away
this past year, we will honor those departed and celebrate a
Mass of Remembrance on Sunday, October 31st at
11:00 AM.

Sometimes it surprises us to realize that the Apostles were
no different. We tend to idolize these contemporaries of
Christ as giants who walked with the Savior. But in reality,
these individuals were merely human beings struggling to
commit to the task of everyday stewardship. 
In the Gospels, we see glimpses of them longing for praise
and affirmation. We see them jockeying for positions of
power within the group of twelve. We see them expect
earthly rewards like honor and admiration. We see them
acting a lot like us.
But in the end, we see them transformed by the grace of
God. Like all the saints, their holiness stems from their
commitment to their call. They stumble through, and as
they stumble, they keep trusting God. They keep turning to
Him. They keep asking for help. They don’t give up just
because they keep failing at it. 
We are defined by what we give when we have no hope of
being reimbursed, rewarded, or recognized. The Apostles
understood this, eventually, and they gave accordingly.
Most of them gave their very lives. 
Remember, they’re just like us. If they can do it, we can
too.
² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Earlier this month and in honor of St. Francis Assisi,
Father Tom blessed many of our parishioners’ loving pets
at our Annual Blessing of the Animals. Pictured here is
Father Tom, Giulia DiMauro and Islay, a wee 10 month
old Scottish Terrier.

Before celebrating Daily Mass, please join us at 8:25 AM
MondayThursday to pray The Holy Rosary. 

St. Florence Parish provides online giving through
ParishSOFT as a convenient and secure way to make a
onetime or recurring donation. To give online, visit 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stf47b293

St. Florence Parish will celebrate Eucharistic Adoration
Monday through Thursday from 9:30 AM²12:00 PM
and again on Wednesday afternoon from 4:00 PM²5:30
PM.

We are looking for Ushers for our
11:00 AM Sunday Mass. If you
regularly attend this Mass and are
available to serve in this ministry,
please contact our office.
We also need Lectors for our
Saturday 4:30 PM Mass, and
Sunday 8:00 AM Mass. If you
are
interested in sharing The
Word of God, please contact our
office. Training will be provided.

We are in the process of forming a Parish Pastoral
Council. We have asked members of St. Florence to serve
on a Planning Committee. The Planning Committee will
conduct a parish wide vote for 10 new members.
Parishioners may nominate anyone who they feel would be
a good fit for our Parish Pastoral Council. Please make
certain those you nominate are interested and available to
join this Council. 
Don’t
miss
the
amazing
contemporary Country Gospel singer
Patti Dahl of Heartsong this Sunday,
October 17th at 2:00 pm, at St.
Florence Parish. Admission is free
and refreshments in fellowship
immediately after in our church hall.

You have the option to create a profile while on our giving
page, which will give you the ability to log in at any time
to view your prior online donations or make changes to
any recurring gifts you may have scheduled. ParishSOFT
ensures your donations and personal information are
secure so you can give with confidence.

The holiday season is fast approaching and the Wakefield
Interfaith Food Pantry has expressed their sincere thanks
for the overwhelming support from our parishioners. We
are collecting gift cards and nonperishable food items
(stuffing, boxed rice, boxed potatoes, canned vegetables
and fruit, cranberry sauce, quick bread mixes and canned
white tune in water). Gift cards may be dropped in our
offertory collection baskets in an envelope marked “Food
Pantry” and food items can be left in the red bin in the
front lobby of the church. Thank you for your generosity
and for your help to feed those in need.

St. Florence is thankful for all our parishioners and their
ongoing generosity. In addition to your weekly offering,
there are many ways your family can support our Parish.
Perhaps you would like to donate a monetary gift toward
the Bread & Wine, Altar Candles, or Altar Flowers or
our fundraising efforts for altar supplies and vestments. If
you are interested in making a donation in your family’s
name, please contact the office.

Registration is now closed, and all classes have
begun. Our first Family Workshop, Teaching Mass, and
Grade 1 & 2 classes were a beautiful way to begin
Religious Education at St. Florence. We are in good shape
for a blessed year of learning the Catholic Faith together!

Grades 35 students who were unable to participate in
our Family Workshop last weekend should contact the
religious education office to arrange to meet staff and
pick up a textbook for the homeschooling portion of the
year.Please email us at stflorencewakefield@gmail.com.
Grades 610 will meet on the following dates (Sundays
from 6:00 PM8:00 PM):


10/17/21

6:00 PM

10/31/21

11:00 AM

11/07/21

6:00 PM

11/21/21

6:00 PM

12/05/21

6:00 PM

01/09/22

6:00 PM

01/23/22

6:00 PM

02/06/22

6:00 PM

02/20/22

6:00 PM

03/22 TBD

6:00 PM

04/03/22

6:00 PM

05/15/22

6:00 PM

Each of our Sunday evening gatherings will include a
special teaching Mass which will focus on one aspect of
the liturgy, to help our students grow in understanding of
how we, as Catholics, worship. Mass is considered to be
an important part of the class, so please plan accordingly.
Students may earn Christian Service credit by volunteering
to be a lector, or by receiving training as an altar server
during these liturgies. Please contact the religious
education office to sign up. All are welcome to attend the
Teaching Masses.

Weekly classes for Grades 1 and 2 continue on
Tuesdays from 4:00 PM5:00 PM.
Please arrive 5
minutes early and sign in with your child’s catechist. 

Important Dates:

Sunday, October 17th 6:00 PM8:00 PM Grades 610
Teaching Mass and class in Church & Hall

Sunday, October 31st 11:00 AM Mass All Saints
Procession in Church. Children who dress up as a saint
will receive a gift that will help them to grow in friendship
with our friends in Heaven.

Questions regarding the religious education program can
be directed to: stflorencewakefield@gmail.com

Children of all ages are invited to dress up as a favorite saint
and process into the sanctuary with Fr. Tom as Mass begins
at 11:00 AM on Sunday, October 31st. Students in Grades
610 may earn Christian Service credits for participation, as
they set a good example for their younger brothers and
sisters in the faith. Please join us to make this a festive
occasion at the Family Mass. Arrive at 10:45 AM to line
up downstairs in the Hall, and receive a gift from the Parish.

Praying Hands Prayers Answered!

It has felt like Christmas during the past 2 weeks at the
parish office. We have been overwhelmed by the generosity
of the St. Florence community! Thank you for the
outpouring of support for the religious education program.
We hope to become a blessing to the parish as our students
become involved in weekly worship and Christian Service
projects that will benefit our faith family. We are still in
need of donations to cover larger purchases such as Bibles,
a laminator, and a service cart for hospitality at special
events. These items cost just over $700. No donation is too
small! May God bless you for sharing your resources with
us.

This week we welcome and celebrate the newly baptized
Donovan Barry, son of Christopher & Stephanie Barry;
Ellie Elizabeth Bordonaro, daughter of Joseph & Annie
Bordonaro; and Lucille Elizabeth Pickett, daughter of
Mark & Emily Pickett. God bless our new brother and
sisters in Christ.

A Tradition
of Service

GOLINI BROS. INC.
Asphalt • Paving
Contractors
Commercial - Grading - Residential
Parking Lots • Driveways • Roadways

Wakefield

354 R. Salem St., P.O. Box 272
Wakefield, MA 01880

S E RV I C E S I N C .

Wakefield Ma.

781-245-8358 Fax 781-245-7493
Michael Golini
Al Golini
We’ll finance
your deductible
We fix all Makes
a and Models
We’ll finance your deductible
Maximize
repair and
Insurance
claims
We fixCollision
all Makes
and
Models
30 years experience
Maximize Collision
repair103A
and Foundry
InsuranceSt.claims
Call
Appt.
781-245-2244
30for
years
experience
103A Foundry St.

Call for Appt. 781-245-2244

781-307-6804

781-667-0064
elibby@bvsl.net

21 Crescent St., Wakefield

JOHN’S
UPHOLSTERING
LEVOLOR BLINDS

– FREE ESTIMATES –
Expert Work Guaranteed
103 Foundry St., Wakefield

(781) 246-1524

Christopher J. Barrett
Realtors
73 Albion St., Wakefield

(781) 245-5011

cjbarrett.com

Central

PLUMBING & HEATING
CO., INC.

Fast Dependable Service
Call us today:
781-246-2090

Residential & Commercial

quickdisposal.com Wakefield, MA

WAKEFIELD, MA

DUMPSTER RENTALS | DEMOLITION | CLEANOUTS

781.224.0700

DEPENDABLE
SERVICE SINCE 1927
102 Albion St., Wakefield, MA

781-245-5513

Mel & Sons
Oil Sales Inc.
Burners Installed & Serviced
Howard E. Melanson, Founder

P.O. Box 538, Wakefield

781-246-4122

Wakefield - 781-245-2299
968 Main Street, Wakefield, MA 01880
Dracut - 978-957-1811
149 Pleasant Street, Dracut, MA 01826
Billerica - 978-663-4303
668 Boston Road, Billerica, MA 01821
North Andover - Willows Dental Group
978-685-8313
795 Turnpike Street, North Andover, MA 01845

www.futureofdentistry.com

ANTHONY’S

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Professional Installations & Refinishing
Residential & Commercial

25 Years Experience

Fully Insured

KEITH’S

Tree Removal

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

Michael J. Carpinella R.Ph.
409 Lowell St., Wakefield, MA

(781) 246-3527
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-2pm

EMERGENCY • CRANE
TREE & STUMP REMOVAL
GRINDING & FIREWOOD
781-224-9995 • keithstreeremoval.com
Licensed & Insured • Wakefield, MA

Service to all faiths
Spacious Modern Facilities A Tradition of Trust, Caring
& Professional Service to
Complete Pre-Need Planning
Ample Private Parking
Medicaid Approved Trust &
Handicapped Accessible
the Community Since 1952
Insurance Plans

Call Today for a FREE ESTIMATE:

617-212-9057

Contact Tom Blanco to place an ad today!
tblanco@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6285

19 YALE AVE. WAKEFIELD, MA • 781-245-3550 • 781-334-9966

FUNERAL HOME www.mcdonaldfuneralhomeinc.com Conveniently located off Exit 39 (North Ave.) Rt. 128
Fresh Fruit
Fresh
Vegetables
Delicatessen

HOME • BUSINESS • AUTO

AC Service • Brakes
Tune-ups
and much more…

781-245-9764
221 North Avenue, Wakefield

The Tarpey
Insurance Company
MARK TARPEY, CPCU

781-246-2677

442 Water Street, Wakefield

Specializing in Fruit Baskets
and Hot & Cold Platters

781-245-9797

www.thefarmland.com
415 Main Street • Wakefield

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

TOTAL TREE CARE

REMOVAL • LOT CLEARING
STUMP CLEARING • COMPETITIVE RATES
Robert Moses

(781) 245-2826

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com
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