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� This church opens wide its doors to you. We hope that 

you feel at home and among friends. Our wish is that you 

might find your time among us prayerful, inspiring and 

uplifting.�

� If you are visiting, we are glad that you have joined us 

for worship. Enjoy your stay and come back soon! If you 

plan to make this area your permanent home, we ask that 

you make arrangements to formally register in the parish. 

Just speak to the pastor at the front door after Mass and he 

will welcome you personally. �

� If you have been away from the practice of the Faith, 

we rejoice that you have decided to be with us today. If you 

are a separated or divorced Catholic, especially know that 

you belong here just as much as the rest of us, no matter 

what you may have heard. Even if you are remarried, the 

Church may be able to annul your first marriage. Your 

present marriage can then be easily validated under most 

circumstances. If there is any way we can be of assistance 

to you, please do not hesitate to call upon the Parish Priest.�

� If you have no church family to call your own and are 

interested in this one, we are prepared to help you make 

that important decision.�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM �

Sundays by appointment�

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE�

Please contact the Pastor in person at least �

8 months before your wedding.�

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE�

Saturdays 3:15�3:45pm or anytime by appointment�

ST. BERNARD 

CATHOL I C  C HURCH  

PARISH STAFF�

�

Father James Fitzpatrick, Pastor �

Rectory  508�644�5585�

Fax�508�644�2136�

stbernardassonet@rectory.comcastbiz.net�

Website�www.stbernardassonet.org�

�

�

Dawn Andrade, Office Manager�

Office Phone 508�644�5585 �

Office Hours: �

Monday thru Friday 9:30am�3:30pm�

Email:  office@rectory.comcastbiz.net�

�

Brian & Marlene Correia�

Religious Formation Coordinators�

Office and Fax�508�644�2032�

stbernardreled@rectory.comcastbiz.net�

�

Mark & Sandi Sevigney�

 Fundraising Coordinators�

�

Sandi Sevigney, CORI Coordinator�

�

Mike Bolduc, Maintenance �

�

Dennis Robinson, Organist�

�

Kevin Partridge, Sacristan�

Adoration �

Mondays 9:30�6:30pm�

Benediction follows �

(except on Civil Holidays)�

�

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS  �

4:00pm �

SUNDAY MASSES �

7:00am, 8:30am and 10:30am�

Masses on Holy Days of Obligation �

9:00am, 12:00 Noon & 7:00pm�

  unless otherwise stated in bulletin�

�

DAILY MASS�

Monday � Thursday 9:00am�

(LENT ONLY�Monday�6:30 pm�

Our church facilities are handicapped accessible.�

N������� 29, 2020�

1�� S���	
 �� A������



Morning Prayer�Chapel�Monday�Thursday�8:30am�

Sat 11/28 4:00pm 

Christian Couto-In Loving Memory 

James & Margie Copeland-Renewal of Vows 

Paul & Pierrette Robert-50th Wedding Anniv. 

Sun 11/29 7:00am 

Jean L. Haggerty-Memorial Mass 

Doris Stevens-In Loving Memory 

Sun 11/29 8:30am 

Laura Andrews-In Loving Memory 

Sun 11/29 10:30am 

Leonard DeMello-In Loving Memory 

Donalda & George Vezina 

Mon 11/30 9:00am 

 

 

6:00pm 

6:30pm 

For Our Parishioners 

Adoration 9:30am-6:30pm 

 

Novena to Our Lady of Fatima 

Evening Prayer and Benediction 

Tue 12/1 9:00am 

Thomas Costa 

Wed 12/2 9:00am 

Rita Littlefield 

Thu 12/3 9:00am 

Barbara Murphy 

Sat 12/5 4:00pm 

Anna Megna-21st Anniversary Remembrance 

Manuel & Sophia Albernaz-Special Remembrance 

Sun 12/6 7:00am 

Fr. Edward C. Duffy-Memorial Mass 

Sun 12/6 8:30am 

Sgt. Jeffrey Platt 

Sun 12/6 10:30am 

A Special Intention  

First Collection �

$�

Payroll�

$�

WeShare �

$�

Assessment�

$�

Ops/Maint.�

$�

Materials/Supplies�

$�

Amazon�

$�

Utilities�

$�

Total Income�

$�

Total �

Expenditures�

$�

GOSPEL READING 

“Be watchful! Be alert!  You do not know when 

the time will come.”�

� � � (Mark 13:33 )�

�

Father Jim’s Column�

�

Dear Friends,�

�

� On this First Sunday of Advent, the church begins 

a brand new year… a brand new season...and a new oppor-

tunity to grow in grace as these next several weeks ready us 

spiritually for the birth and rebirth of Lord Jesus into our 

world and our hearts.�

� So how will YOU prepare spiritually for Christ-

mas?  Out there...in the world...in the mall...in the 

stores...society screams gifts, shopping, “Blue Light Spe-

cials”...buying gifts for people they don’t need with money 

we don’t have...AND IT’S ALL IN HONOR OF THE 

BIRTH OF JESUS.  Be sure to GIFT yourself this Christ-

mas...don’t be stingy.  The best way to prepare yourself for 

Christmas is by getting to Confession.  I’ve noticed that 

folks in this parish are not big on Confession...and that’s 

too bad.  Week after week I sit in the confessional and 

many weeks no one approaches for forgiveness at all.�

               **On the four Monday nights of Advent (Nov 30, 

Dec 7, Dec 14 and Dec 21), I will offer the opportunities to 

come to Confession following Evening Prayer and Benedic-

tion.  The glassed�in chapel to the left of the altar will be 

the RECONCILLATION ROOM.  There are chairs to ap-

proach face�to�face, as well as, a screen if you choose to go 

to confession anonymously.  In addition, Confession is of-

fered each Saturday from 3�3:45pm.  Also, La Salette 

Shrine offers confession each weekday afternoon (I’m sure 

there are added hours in preparation for Christmas).�

� On another note, we begin a new missal containing 

the readings and music we normally use at Mass here.  

Even though we’re not using the books right now (less 

touching...less handling), I’m inviting you to take a missal 

home and bring it back and forth with you when you come 

to Mass here.  That way you’ll be the only one touching it.  

The missals with the new readings & music for 2021 can be 

found in the back of the church.�

� And for your Christmas worship planning...there 

will be the usual weekend reservation call in.  I want the 

“regular” worshipers to get seats first...then I hope to 

“Livestream” the Mass and show it to an overflow crowd in 

the lower church hall, bringing Holy Communion to folks 

downstairs.�

� Christmas is right around the corner...don’t forget 

to be nice to yourself during this season.  Oh...you can al-

ways call me and come to the rectory for Confession over a 

cup of coffee.�

�

� � It IS the most wonderful time of the year!�

� � � � Father Jim�

The Financial Report for the week ending November 

22nd is not available due to early publication of the 

bulletin.�

�

Net Profit/Loss:   �

Thank you for your continued support and generosity! �

BERNIE’S BUCKS UPDATE:  We are up to 147�

 members! We hope to reach our goal of 150.  Not only does 

this help with the church finances, you also get a chance to win 

$100 each week and are eligible for the grand prize drawings of 

$3500 in June!  It’s a win/win for everyone!  Please join us!�

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS�

Bereavement Support Group� Meet as Needed�

Boy Scouts� � � Thursdays 7pm�

Come...and See (for women)� 2nd Saturday 9�11am�

Girl Scouts (Daisies & Brownies)� Mondays 6pm�

Men of St. Joseph� � 1st Monday 7pm�

Men of St. Bernard� � 3rd Monday in Jan, Apr, Jul 

� � � � and Oct.�

           St. Vincent de Paul Society� � �



St. Bernard’s Church�Parish Fundraiser�

2020�2021 Bernie’s Bucks Club Registration Form�

 

Please Check one: [  ] I am renewing my membership�

�                 [  ] I was not a member of the Bernie’s 

� � � Bucks Club in 2019�2020�

�

Please Check one: [  ] Payment in full: check/cash �

� �         attached�

                              [  ] I will make monthly payments�send  

� �        me envelopes�

�

Please print and fill out completely.�

�

Name:____________________________________________�

�

�

Address: __________________________________________�

�

�

Address:__________________________________________�

�

Phone: (please provide at least 1 number)�

�

�  [  ] home:  _______________________�

�

� [  ] cell:     _______________________�

�

Email: __________________________________�

 

Membership Information:�

Cost is $15.00 per month for 10 months � September to 

June. Checks are to be made payable to St. Bernard’s 

Church. Monthly payments must be made by the end of 

each month to be eligible for that month’s drawings of $100 

per week. Full payment of $150 must be received by 

June 15, 2021 to be eligible for the Grand Prize draw-

ings of $2,000, $1,000 and $500.  Members paid in full 

by 11/30/20 are eligible for a special drawing of $500, 

held the first Saturday of December. Members paid in 

full by 6/15/21 deadline are entitled to attend the annual 

brunch held at no cost. �

Place registration form in an envelope marked “Bernie’s 

Bucks” together with a check or cash (if cash, please be 

sure your name is on the envelope, and�

DROP IN COLLECTION BASKET or mail to:�

St. Bernard’s Church �

Attn: Bernie’s Bucks�

P.O. Box 370�

Assonet, MA 02702�

Any questions call Sandi at 508�324�5225 or email 

sevigms2@comcast.net.�

              THE GIVING TREE�

Dear Wonderful St. Bernard Parish family, 

You are invited to take part in our Giving 

Tree Program once again this year.  Due to 

the unique circumstance of the COVID pandemic, there will 

not be any tags on a tree.  Instead, we are asking that if you 

would like to participate, send an email to Kathy, �

martinfamily90@comcast.net letting her know that you 

would like to sponsor a child for Christmas.  If you have a 

preference to purchase toys or clothing, you can include that 

in the email.  You will then get an email back with the details 

of your child, whether the gift needs to be wrapped or not, 

and final drop date at the church.  It has never been done this 

way so we are not sure how it will work out, but we Thank 

You in advance for your patience and generosity.  If you have 

any questions, you can email Kathy at the address above.�

Let Your Voice be Heard�Again!�

�

“Say No to ROE”�

 

The state legislature has extended the  

session until January 5, 2021.  Please  

remind the members of the Joint  

Committee on  

Judiciary that you oppose the expansion of  

abortion in Massachusetts.  Please call the  

Committee at 617-722-2396 and let them 

know you are opposed to H3320 and S1209—

the ROE  

legislation.  Every telephone call helps!   

Remember these bills would remove: 

*The requirement that young girls obtain 

consent before an abortion 

*The requirement that efforts be made to 

save a living baby who survives abortion 

*The requirement that late term abortions 

be  

performed in hospitals 

*And the bills would allow abortion on de-

mand for all nine months of pregnancy 

For more information about how the ROE legis-

lation would expand abortion in Massachu-

setts, visit:  www.macatholic.org.�

WINTER COATS FOR KIDS�

Once again we are looking to you for help.� Due to the �

pandemic this year instead of our annual 

“Coats for Kids” drive we are looking for 

monetary donations to buy new coats for 

needy kids in our area.� If you are able to 

help, please place your donation in an enve-

lope marked “Coats” and drop it in one of the 

poor boxes, in the collection basket or you 

can drop it off in the �

office.� We understand times are difficult and appreciate any-

thing you can do. No donation is too small.� As always thank 

you so much for your continued help. God Bless you for all you 

do to help the poor.� �



�

PARISH LECTORS:  Lectors can pick up the new Lector 

Workbook in the sacristy after Mass.  The new book begins 

with the new Church year on November 29th.�

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: A reminder that 

Confession is available each Saturday afternoon from 

3:00pm to 3:45pm in the glassed�in chapel to the left of 

the altar.  There is the availability to go behind the screen 

or face to face.  We should ALL avail ourselves to go to 

Confession at least once or twice a year.  Christmas is com-

ing...is your soul presentable to welcome Christ at �

Christmas???�

SAINT BERNARD PARISH HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE�

BEGINNING: SATURDAY, NOV 15, 2020�

FINAL PICKUP: SATURDAY, DEC 13, 2020�

�

Once again, St. Bernard’s Parish, in conjunction with the St. 

Anne’s Food Pantry, will be holding their annual Holiday Food 

Drive.  The collection will consist of non�perishable food items.  

The proceeds from this drive will assist in feeding the needy of 

the Southeastern area of our state.  The bags are located at each 

exit of the church.�

Please note that monetary donations are also accepted and 

100% of the money collected goes towards the purchase of 

food.  Checks can be made payable to St. Anne’s Food Pantry.  

Thank you in advance for your support and may God bless you 

and your families during this holiday season.�

CANCELLED: Malassada Sunday scheduled for �

December 6, 2020 has been cancelled.  With the increase in 

COVID cases, it was decided for the safety of our “malassada 

crew” to cancel this event.   Once things have settled down, 

we will certainly reevaluate .  Please stay tuned!!  �

Thank you for your understanding.�

What do the Advent Candles stand for?�

�

Candles symbolize the light of God  

coming into the world through the birth of 

His son, Jesus.  The four traditional  

advent themes for the four advent  

Sundays, are: 

 

1.God’s people-The Candle of Hope.   

Hope is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at the 

light of this candle we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

2. The old testament prophets-The Candle of Peace 

Peace is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this 

candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ.  

 

3. John the Baptist-The Candle of Love 

Love is like a candle shining in a dark place.  As we look at 

the light of this candle we celebrate the love we have in Christ. 

 

4. Mary the mother of Jesus-The Candle of Joy 

Joy is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this 

candle we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ. 

 

The fifth candle represents the birth of Christ.  The flame of 

this candle remind us that He is the light of the world and that 

if we follow Him, we will never walk in darkness, but will have 

the true light of life. 

 

The color purple symbolizes�repentance�and�fasting.� �

The color pink or rose symbolizes joy and rejoicing.�

The color white symbolizes purity, light, regeneration, and         

godliness. White is also a symbol of victory.  
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AMAZON.COM  -  SMILE PROGRAM 

Did you know that every time you logon to Amazon to make a 

purchase, you could be making a small donation to St. Ber-

nard with no cost to you?  The price you pay using Amazon 

Smile will be the same price that you pay using your regular 

account.  The process is simple.   

1.)  Logon into Amazon Smile and click “sign in” 

2.) You need to select St. Bernard Church in the “supporting” 

field. (please note that there are approximately 25 St. Ber-

nard Churches listed.  You’ll need to select St. Bernard 

Church, Assonet, MA).   

This works for both personal and business accounts. 

The church will receive a small percentage of all your pur-

chases.  So during this Christmas season while doing your 

shopping, why not use the Amazon Smile account and help 

St. Bernard’s!!  Thank you!! 

THE R.C.I.A. (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): �

is the journey we use to lead non�Catholics to become mem-

bers of the Catholic faith.  Interested?  We have several possi-

ble candidates here at Saint Bernard Parish.  Sessions will 

begin soon.  Contact Father Jim for info.�



�

�

�

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL  �

VOLUNTEERS IN ANY CAPACITY AT �

ST BERNARD CHURCH�

The Diocese of Fall River has updated its CORI �

requirements as of April 2019.  It is now mandatory for anyone 

who volunteers in any capacity at the parish to have a CORI 

check.  Please contact Sandi via email at coricoordina-

tor@rectory.comcastbiz.net to obtain the new online instruc-

tions and form required for the CORI or stop by the church of-

fice and we can provide you with that information.  �

Please note, if you do not complete a CORI check, you will 

not be able to volunteer at Saint Bernard Parish.  �

Any questions, please call Sandi at 508�324�5225�

Sat 11/28�

4:00pm�

SANDI SEVIGNEY� MARK SEVIGNEY�

Sun 11/29�

7:00am�

LINDA DEMARCO� DIANE CORDEIRO�

Sun 11/29�

8:30am�

MARK MELLO� JAMES KING�

Sun 11/29�

10:30am�

ANN MARIE SARDINHA� LUCILLE ROSA�

Sat 12/5�

4:00pm�

PAT WICKENHEISER� DAWN ANDRADE�

Sun 12/6�

7:00am�

ANDY DIGIAMMO� JANE REGO�KALIF�

Sun 12/6�

8:30am�

LINDA DEMARCO� STEVE MELLO�

Sun 12/6�

10:30am�

MICHELE HOUGHTON� PAUL SARDINHA�

THE MONTHLY PRAYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS�

�

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?�

�

PRAYER SUGGESTION from the Diocese of Fall River:  

“Eternal Father,  we lift up to you these and all the priests 

of the world.  Sanctify them.  Heal and Guide them.  Mold 

them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, the 

Eternal High Priest.  May their lives be pleasing to you. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen”�

AND / OR�

Mass, Rosary, Fasting, Day Offering, Eucharistic Adoration, 

Offering of Sufferings, Divine Mercy Chaplet or whatever 

the Lord inspires you to offer Him.�

�

Nov 28 �Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk�

Nov 29 �Rev. Msgr. John Perry�

Nov 30 �Rev. Francis Wallace�

Dec 1 �Pope Francis�

Dec 2 �Bishop Edgar da Cunha, SDV�

Dec 3 �All Xavierian Priests�

Dec 4 �Rev. Christopher Peschel�

�

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

It that time again…the Holidays are quickly ap-

proaching.  It has been quite a year! Due to the cur-

rent pandemic we are looking to get a head start just 

in case things change once again.  If you or anyone 

you know are in need of help for either Thanksgiving 

or Christmas, please let us know as soon as possi-

ble.  You can either just drop a note in the SVDP poor 

box located at the bottom of the stairs at the side en-

trance of the church or drop a note off in the office in 

an envelope marked SVDP.  Please know that every-

thing is kept strictly confidential. In spite of the pan-

demic, we are still reaching out to those in need.  We 

are only able to do this because of your continued 

support and generosity and for that we thank you!   

God bless you for all you do! 

Memorial Candles for the month of �

November�

�

The Mary Candle burns for�

Virginia Cataldo�

�

The St. Joseph Candle burns for�

Our Parishioners�

�

The St. Mother Teresa Candle burns for�

Phillip & Gertrude Levesque�

�

St. Bernard Candle (Inside the Church) 

burns for �

James & Shirley DiCorpo�

 �

St. Bernard Candle (Outside the Church) 

burns for�

Our Parishioners�

�

The Sanctuary Candle burns for�

Our Parishioners�

�

Sacred Heart Candle burns for �

Our Parishioners�

HOLIDAY GRIEF SUPPORT: Embracing the challenges 

of the holidays.  Join us to acknowledge your grief, share 

memories, challenges and affirm new growth and possi-

bilities. �

�

Zoom meetings with Community Nurse Home Care �

Tuesdays, November 10 12noon�1:30pm�

December 1 6:00�7:30pm�

December 15 4:00�5:30pm�

�

To register, contact: rsvp@communitynurse.com�

Zoom login information will be sent to you by email once 

your registration is complete. �

BERNIE’S BUCKS WINNERS FOR OCTOBER:�

October 3: Marlene Correia�

October 10: Sharon Ouellette�

October 17: Sharon Ouellette (This is not a typo. Sharon won 

two weeks in a row. Congrats Sharon!)�

October 24: Paula & Robert Houle�

October 31: Claudette Laffan        Congratulations to All!�

DATE� �        LECTOR�       EUCHARISTIC MINISTER�
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Your Hometown Real Estate Expert

Beth Fay
Broker Associate
CBR, CDPE

774-644-5080
www.bethfay.net

Right Choice

36 South Main Street
Assonet

508-644-5200

www.WoodsideDental.com

South Coast ChapelMortuary
www.southcoastchapel.com

Christine L. Hatfield, Director

158 Middleboro Road
P.O. Box 720

East Freetown, MA 02717

508-763-0000

Home Buying, Mortgage Refinancing,
First-Time Home Buyers

Toll Free: 866-237-1254 • Local: 508-644-0105
www.rightkeymortgage.com

MA Broker License #MB1511439 • NMLS #1511439

Sarah S. Brayton Center

4901 North Main Street
Fall River, MA 02720-2080

508-675-1001

  BRISTOL COUNTY GLASS INC.
 Full Service Glass Shop
 • Custom Frameless Shower Enclosures
 (designed & built)
 • Quality Auto Glass Replacement
 • Store Fronts • Mirrors 
 • Insurance Claims Handled

Mobile Service : 508-644-5067
Ray Berthelette - President

31 Mill Street, Box 287, Assonet, MA

THIS SPACE IS

359 Robeson St., Fall River  • Carlos & Joseph Frias

C&J Carpets
AND INSTALLATION
Carpets • Tile • Linoleum
Hardwood • Orientals
FREE ESTIMATES
508-677-4977

Quality Septic System Service
Vacuum Pumping Service
Septic Tanks, Cesspools

Commercial / Residential • Radio Dispatched
Kevin Kirby

488 Drift Road       Office: 508-636-0807

MICHAEL’S 
PROVISION CO.

317 LINDSEY STREET • FALL RIVER, MA 02720
 TELEPHONE (508) 672-0982 
MFCS OF CHOURICO, LINGUICA, MORCELA

PORTUGUESE/AMERICAN:
GROCERY, MEAT, BEER & WINE

FEDERALLY INSPECTED. EST 1037

Supporting individuals
with disabilities since 1953.

38 Narrows Road, P.O. Box 372, Assonet, MA
508-644-3101 • www.crystalspringinc.org

 FALL RIVER SOMERSET
 CHAPEL CHAPEL
 730 Bedford Street 84 County Street
 Fall River, MA Somerset, MA
 (508) 673-5821 (508) 672-5672

www.silvafaria.com

Aim Plumbing 
& Heating, Inc.
Michael Ashley, President

6 Copicut Rd., Assonet, MA 2702

(508) 644-7138 

Kind Hands... Professional Care!
Animal Clinic In Assonet, Massachusetts

68 S. Main Street, Assonet, MA 02702
508-644-2744, F:508-644-2849

At The Arbors, we take pride in being run by family 
and treating you like family. 
 Schedule a tour today.

The Arbors at Taunton  |  763 County Street • Taunton, MA 02780
508-824-4800 • arborsassistedliving.com

Custom Molders of Thermoplastic Resins
Manufacturer of Thermoplastic Molded Products

Serving our Customers since 1980
159 Chace Road, Freetown, Massachusetts 02717

Toll Free: 1-888-763-8473 Voice 508-763-8472
sales@htmplastic.com • Parishioners 

Araujo’s Farm 
  & Garden Center
Growing for Generations
1522 Williams St • Dighton, MA 02715

508-669-6988
www.araujofarms.com

Seasonal
A & J Creative Landscaping Inc

4 Slab Bridge Rd, Assonet, MA

508-644-3347
DRIVEWAYS, PARKING LOTS,

 LANEWAYS,
GRAVEL  

DRIVEWAYS

(508) 996-0735
FAMILY RUN SINCE 1986

 MANUEL ROGERS & SONSMANUEL ROGERS & SONS
 funeral home, inc. funeral home, inc.
1521 North MaiN Street, Fall river, Ma 02720

508-672-3101508-672-3101  
info@rogersfuneral.cominfo@rogersfuneral.com

Visi t  Us at :  Vis i t  Us at :  www.RogersFuneral.comwww.RogersFuneral.com

508-673-0781
www.hathawayfunerals.com


