SAINT BERNARD CATHOLIC CHURCH
DECEMBER 20, 2020
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Father James Fitzpatrick, Pastor
Rectory 508-644-5585
Fax 508-644-2136
stbernardassonet@rectory.comcastbiz.net
Website: stbernardassonet.org

Dawn Andrade, Office Manager

Dennis Robinson, Organist
Office Phone 508-644-5585
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30am-3:30pm Kevin Partridge, Sacristan
office@rectory.comcastbiz.net

Adoration: Mondays 9:30am-6:30pm

Brian & Marlene Correia Benediction follows
Religious Formation Coordinators (except on Civil Holidays)
Office & Fax 508-644-2032

stbernardreled@rectory.comcastbiz.net SATURDAY VIGIL MASS: 4:00pm

SUNDAY MASSES: 7:00am, 8:30am & 10:30am
Mark & Sandi Sevigney Masses on Holy Days of Obligation:
Fundraising Coordinators To Be Announced

Sandi Sevigney, CORI Coordinator DAILY MASS:
Coricoordinator@rectory.Comcastbiz.net Monday-Thursday 9:00am

(LENT ONLY: Mondays 6:30pm)
Mike Bolduc, Maintenance




GOSPEL READING

“I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord”

(John 1:23)

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
Bereavement Support Group Meet as Needed
Boy Scouts Thursdays 7pm
Come...and See (for women) 2nd Saturday 9-11am
Girl Scouts (Daisies & Brownies) Mondays 6pm
Men of St. Joseph 1st Monday 7pm
Men of St. Bernard 3rd Monday in Jan, Apr, Jul
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Morning Praver—Chapel—Monday—Thursday—=8:30am
Sat1211e | 4:00pm | A Special Intention
Sun1220 |7:00am | Maureen Drake
Nadine Goyette & Doris Slevens
Sun1220  &:30am  Fr Edward C. Duffy-Memaorial Mass
Sun1220  10:30am My & Mrs. Manuel Barboza & faimily
Dolores R, Pavac
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R Furtadlo & family
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Pavao & family
Joseph & Maria Costa & deceased family
fretbars
Mon 1221 8:00am  For Our Parishioners
Adoration ¥:30am-6:3pm
8:00pm  Navena to Our Lady of Fatima
5:30pm  Evening Praver and Benediction
Tue 1222 9:00am  José Macial
Wed 12/23  3:00am  Antonio Paraira
Rose Rapoza-in Loving Merory
Thuiz%4 o:00am  NO AM MASS
i:ﬂ'ﬂpm CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
Mpm  CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
Fri12/25  12:00am  AMIDNIGHT WASS
10:30am  CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
Sat 1226 400pm  Dorothy Dias & Joseph Dias Jr,
Ar. & Mrs. Manuel & Celeste Nunes
Louiz & Aaron Nunes
George Rodiigies
Edmund Maréin
Sun1ad7  7Mam  Anthony & Ofga Cardulio
Jun1zidy  B30am  José Faiva-1yr. Anniversary
Arthisr Perty
Sun1227  10:30am  Leopard DeMefio-in Lovig Memoty
Christian Coute-in Loving Memory

The Financial Report was not available due to the early submission of
the Bulletin. It will be published in next week’s bulletin.

First Collection $ Payroll $
WeShare Payroll Taxes $
Ops/Maint. Insurance $
Supplies/Materials |$
Total Income $ Total $
Expenditures

and Oct.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
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Father Jim’s Column
Dear Friends,

On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, so close to
Christmas, our thoughts move to the manger scene at
Bethlehem and the figure of Mary...just as John the Bap-
tist has been the central figure of the Advent plot calling
us to look at Jesus, so now Mary becomes our focus as
she readies to bring Jesus into the world.

Clearly this will be a different Christmas for all
of us but all is not lost. While our observance of Christ-
mas might be quieter with less people and more time to
think and meditate, we might take the opportunity to re-
flect on what Christmas is all about. There might not be
the obstacles of crowds...shopping...noise...all things that
tempt to get in the way of Who really IS the guest of
honor on Christmas. So let’s go with it.

You’ve heard me say it: no Christmas...no
Jesus...no redemption...no forgiveness...no possibility of
eternal life! SO let’s take this opportunity to allow
Christmas to speak to us in ways that it never has before.
If you are travelling, be safe and enjoy time with loved
ones. Know that all of you have a place in my Masses
on Christmas!

This IS the most wonderful time of the year!
Father Jim

MASS SCHEDULE:
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S

Christmas Eve: 4:00pm & 6:00pm
Christmas Mass at Midnight
Christmas Day: 10:30am

NEW YEAR’S EVE: 4:00PM
NEW YEAR’S DAY: 10:30AM

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
on Thursday, December 24th and Friday, December 25th in
observance of the birth of Christ.
Also on Thursday, December 31st and Friday, January 1st.
Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas!
And a Happy and Healthy New Year!




Bishop da Cunha’s 2020 Christmas Message

Dear Friends in Christ,

Christmas is upon us, although seemingly a bit different this
year. Because of the pandemic, many of us will not be cele-
brating in the ways we typically associate with Christmas -
large family gatherings, holiday parties, seasonal concerts,
and caroling.

However, I firmly believe that this can be a very special
Christmas with less emphasis on many of the external and
social dimensions of the season. What we have instead is an
opportunity to focus more on the spiritual aspect—the true
meaning of Christmas: the coming of Christ into our lives and
into our world. So my prayer and hope for each one of you is
that, as you celebrate Christmas this year - as family, as
friends, as a community of faith — Jesus will be at the center
of all that you do, the purpose for all you do and give meaning
to all you do. Let us put Jesus back into Christmas, and as the
saying goes, make Jesus truly the “reason for the season”.

This year, more than ever before, is a time to remember the
blessing of the Octave of Christmas. The Catholic Church
does not keep the celebration of Christmas to December 25th
only. Christmas is celebrated over eight days, from Christmas
Day to January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.
What a marvelous opportunity to embrace the joy of the sea-
son, allowing the Light of Christ to dispel the darkness of the
past nine months. Just as I did during Advent, I again encour-
age you as a family to place Christ at the center of your cele-
brations.

To all of us in the Diocese of Fall River, may the coming of
Christ, the Prince of Peace, fill us with a new peace, one that
only He can give. Let us embrace not only His peace, but the
joy of this season. I believe we will get through all the chal-
lenges ahead of us with the Lord’s help. In His presence, in
His grace, we’ll reach a unique place this year where we can
truly say that Christmas is about Christ.

May the peace, hope, and joy of this season be with us now
and remain with us far beyond thisChristmas. May these gifts,
that only God can bestow upon us, reign in our hearts, in our
homes, and in our world. May God bless you and your loved
ones, and may you enjoy a very happy, joyful, blessed, and
Merry Christmas.

Merry Christmas! Feliz Natal! Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Nogl!

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha,
S.D.V.Bishop of Fall River

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Thanks for giving! “We are conscious of the great generosity
of the many benefactors who support the Retirement Fund for
Religious each year,” says a Catholic sister. “Support from
the fund has been a tremendous blessing to our retired
sisters.” Thank you for donating the last week’s second
collection. Checks payable to: Retirement Fund for Religious
Retiredreligious.org

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
In Memory/Honor of

Benoit & Clair Charland
Parents
Grandparents
Maureen Hughes
Francesco Alizio
Anna Megna
Anthony Andrade
Joseph Bernier
Edward Bernier
José DaSilva
Honorina Dias
Manuel Cabral
Maria Silva
Madeleine & Roland St. Pierre
Vezina & Canuel families
Joseph & Emma DeMello & family
Lee Chamberland
Mary & Fred Demetrius
Maryellen & Clare Grace
L. Terry Dickinson
Rose Medeiros
Delia & Arthur Ferreira
Antonio Francisco
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barboza
Furtado & Patricio families
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Howarth
José P. Maciel
José & Luisa Maciel
Henry Furtado
Francisco & Gloria Furtado
Antonio & Etelvina Martins
Arthur & Maria de Jesus Martins
Maria Rita Coelho
Claire & Julia Leddy
Carolyn & Arthur McMakin
Isabel Medeiros
Gertrude DelValle
Midura, Gryziel, Lawton families
José Brum family
Sylvia Pelletier
Jeannette Martin
Raymond Arsenault
Deschenes & Poisson families
Fredette, Babineau & Charland families
Roland & Evelyn Cote
Louis & Olive Read
Mr. & Mrs. John August
Mr. & Mrs. John Rego
John H. Smith
Raymond Rose
Ed Sr. & Mary Stevens
Mary & Alfred Managhan
Francis & Salome DeMarco
Albert & Auxilia Thibault
Luis & Maria Tavares
Laura Martin
Brum family




THE R.C.I.A. (the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults):
is the journey we use to lead non-Catholics to become
members of the Catholic faith. Interested? We have sev-
eral possible candidates here at Saint Bernard Parish.
Sessions will begin soon. Contact Father Jim for info.

What do the Advent Candles stand for?

Candles symbolize the light of God
coming into the world through the birth of
His son, Jesus. The four traditional
advent themes for the four advent
Sundays, are:

1.God’s people-The Candle of Hope.
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at
the light of this candle we celebrate the hope we have in
Jesus Christ.

2. The old testament prophets-The Candle of Peace
Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at
this candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ.

3. John the Baptist-The Candle of Love
Love is like a candle shining in a dark place. As we look at
the light of this candle we celebrate the love we have in
Christ.

4. Mary the mother of Jesus-The Candle of Joy
Joy is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at this
candle we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ.

The fifth candle represents the birth of Christ. The flame of
this candle remind us that He is the light of the world and
that if we follow Him, we will never walk in darkness, but

will have the true light of life.

The color purple symbolizes repentance and fasting.
The color pink or rose symbolizes joy and rejoicing.
The color white symbolizes purity, light, regeneration, and
godliness. White is also a symbol of victory.

PARISH LECTORS: Lectors can pick up the new Lector
Workbook in the sacristy after Mass. The new book begins
with the new Church year on November 29th.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: A reminder that
Confession is available each Saturday afternoon from
3:00pm to 3:45pm and Monday evenings during
Advent (after Benediction) in the glassed-in chapel to
the left of the altar. There is the availability to go be-
hind the screen or face to face. We should ALL avail
ourselves to go to Confession at least once or twice a
year. Christmas is coming...is your soul presentable to
welcome Christ at
Christmas???

BERNIE’S BUCKS WINNERS FOR NOVEMBER:

November 7th $100: Pat Wickenheiser

November 14th $100: Ann Nigra

November 21st $100: Chris Cooney

November 28th $100: Harriet Simmons

Special Drawing of $500 for “Paid in Full Members”: Robert

Croteau
Congratulations to ALL!!
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Did you know that every time you logon to Amazon to
make a purchase, you could be making a small dona-
tion to St. Bernard with no cost to you? The price you
pay using Amazon Smile will be the same price that you
pay using your regular account. The process is simple.

1.) Logon into Amazon Smile and click “sign in”

2.) You need to select St. Bernard Church in the
“supporting” field. (please note that there are approxi-
mately 25 St. Bernard Churches listed. You'll need to

select St. Bernard Church, Assonet, MA).
This works for both personal and business accounts.
The church will receive a small percentage of all your
purchases. So during this Christmas season while do-

/ AMAZON.COM - SMILE PROGRAM \

CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS FOR VETERANS
The Tuesday Club of Assonet is collecting items for our
local Veterans at the Veteran’s Hospital in Brockton and
for the Veteran's Transition House in New Bedford. We

will be collecting items until shortly before Christmas. For
your convenience, there will be collection bins at four
locations:

American Legion Hall 80 Myricks Rd, Berkley
Open Daily 11am-9pm

Juniors Convenience Store 58 So Main St Assonet
Open Daily Sam-9pm (holiday hours may differ)

United Church of Assonet 9 North Main St Assonet
Sundays 9:45am before service and 11:15am
after services. Fridays 10am-Noon and
December 1st 7pm to 8:30pm

Earth’s Hidden Treasures 63 So. Main St Assonet
Saturdays 9am-5pm. Closed Sunday and
Monday, Tues. 10am-6pm, Wed. 11am-6pm,
Thurs. & Fri. 10am-6pm

For a complete list of supplies and projects visit our
website:
www.tuesdayclubofassonet.org

ing your shopping, why not use the Amazon Smile ac-
count and help St. Bernard’s!! Thank you!!




DATE LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Sat 12/19 TONY BRANCO DENISE BRANCO
4:00pm

Sun 12/20 ANDY DIGIAMMO STEVE MELLO
7:00am

Sun 12/20 LINDA DEMARCO BOB ADAMS
8:30am

Sun 12/20 ANN MARIE SARDINHA | ELLEN DEMETRIUS
10:30am

Thurs 12/24 SANDI SEVIGNEY MARK SEVIGNEY
4:00pm STEVE MELLO
Thurs 12/24 KIM ZACHARY CLAIRE STEVENS
6:00pm DAWN ANDRADE
Fri 12/25 ANN MARIE SARDINHA JANE REGO-KALIF
Midnight KIM ZACHARY
Fri 12/25 MARGIE COPELAND LUCILLE ROSA
10:30am ELLEN DEMETRIUS
Sat 12/26 MARGIE COPELAND MIKE ANDRADE
4:00pm

Sun 12/27 LINDA DEMARCO DIANE CORDEIRO
7:00am

Sun 12/27 MARK MELLO SHARON KING
8:30am

Sun 12/27 JANE REGO-KALIF ANN MARIE SARDINHA
10:30am

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL
VOLUNTEERS IN ANY CAPACITY AT
ST BERNARD CHURCH
The Diocese of Fall River has updated its CORI
requirements as of April 2019. It is now mandatory for anyone
who volunteers in any capacity at the parish to have a CORI
check. Please contact Sandi via email at coricoordina-
tor@rectory.comcastbiz.net to obtain the new online instruc-
tions and form required for the CORI or stop by the church of-
fice and we can provide you with that information.
Please note, if you do not complete a CORI check, you will
not be able to volunteer at Saint Bernard Parish.
Any questions, please call Sandi at 508-324-5225

THE MONTHLY PRAYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS
WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

PRAYER SUGGESTION from the Diocese of Fall River:
“Eternal Father, we lift up to you these and all the priests
of the world. Sanctify them. Heal and Guide them. Mold
them into the likeness and holiness of your Son, Jesus, the
Eternal High Priest. May their lives be pleasing to you. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen”

AND/ OR

Mass, Rosary, Fasting, Day Offering, Eucharistic Adoration,
Offering of Sufferings, Divine Mercy Chaplet or whatever
the Lord inspires you to offer Him.

Dec 12-Rev. Daniel Reis

Dec 13-Very Rev. Timothy Reis
Dec 14-Rev. Kevin Harrington
Dec 15-Rev. Paul Canuel

Dec 16-Rev. Thomas Rita

Dec 17-Rev. Pope Francis

Dec 18-Rev. William Rodrigues

Memorial Candles for the month of
December

The Mary Candle burns for
Adrien J. Pelletier

The St. Joseph Candle burns for
Our Parishioners

The St. Mother Teresa Candle burns for
The Fiola and Rebello Families

St. Bernard Candle (Inside the Church)

burns for
Our Parishioners

St. Bernard Candle (Outside the Church)

burns for
Our Parishioners

The Sanctuary Candle burns for
Our Parishioners

Sacred Heart Candle burns for
Our Parishioners

WINTER COATS FOR KIDS

Once again we are looking to you for help. Due to the
pandemic this year instead of our annual “Coats for Kids” drive
we are looking for monetary donations to buy new coats for
needy kids in our area. If you are able to
help, please place your donation in an enve-
lope marked “Coats” and drop it in one of
the poor boxes, in the collection basket or
you can drop it off in the
office. We understand times are difficult and
appreciate anything you can do. No donation
is too small. As always thank you so much for your continued

\ help. God Bless you for all you do to help the poor. j

St. Vincent de Paul Society
It’s that time again...the Holidays are quickly ap-
proaching. It has been quite a year! Due to the cur-
rent pandemic we are looking to get a head start just
in case things change once again. If you or anyone
you know are in need of help for Christmas, please let
us know as soon as possible. You can either just
drop a note in the SVDP poor box located at the bot-
tom of the stairs at the side entrance of the church or
drop a note off in the office in an envelope marked
SVDP. Please know that everything is kept strictly
confidential. In spite of the pandemic, we are still
reaching out to those in need. We are only able to do
this because of your continued support and
generosity and for that we thank you!
God bless you for all you do!




