
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, August 23   

8:00am  +David and Loretta Barr�

9:30am  +John and Nora Finnegan 

11:30am   Pro Populo 

5:00pm  +Fr. Antonio Vasquez Fernandez, O de M. 

8:00pm  +Marie Racine 

Monday, August 24  St. Bartholomew 

8:30am  +Edward Baker 

Tuesday, August 25  St. Louis 

8:30am    +Vito Baldini 

Wednesday, August 26   

8:30am    +Mr. & Mrs. Gaston Maurice 

Thursday, August 27  St. Monica 

8:30am  Special Intention 

Friday, August 28  St. Augustine 

8:30am  Mercedarian Religious 

Saturday, August 29  Passion of St. John the Baptist 

8:30am  +Deborah Cobb 

10:30am +Stephen Cordova (memorial Mass) 

4:00pm  +Gy/Sgt. Frederick Capone, USMC 

Sunday, August 30   

8:00am  Bro. Raymond Colombaro, O. de M. 

9:30am  Fr. James W. Mayer, O.de M. 

11:30am   +Mary Coppa 

5:00pm  +Renee Witt 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 
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Readings for the Week of August 23, 2020 

 

 

Sunday:  Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8/Rom  

  11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20  

Monday:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/ 

  Jn 1:45-51  

Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/ 

  Mt 23:23-26  

Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/ 

  Mt 23:27-32  

Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51  

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/ 

  Mt 25:1-13  

Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5-6ab, 15ab 

  and 17/Mk 6:17-29  

Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-

  2/Mt 16:21-27  

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community 

 

Total Collection:  $ 8,001.72 

 

Offertory:  $ 6,499.10 

Electronic Giving:  $ 1,502.62 

�

Would you like to contribute to the parish without using 

envelopes? Go to this link to do so. 

 

www.SupportMyParish.org  

 The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds 

will never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and 

souls can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a 

more innocent quality to it, we believed what we were told or 

witnessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was 

especially true if the information came from someone in authori-

ty. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also 

more trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable quality that 

sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been duped. With 

education and technological advances, we find ourselves more 

skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept and believe what 

we see and hear.  

 For all of the good that social media can do, it can also 

easily distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other 

technological truths can add to, fab-

ricate, and make even the non-

existent seem real. It is amazing. 

How far do we allow this obviously 

justifiable skepticism to take us? 

Questioning and doubting are 

healthy elements of any good rela-

tionship as long as we don’t allow them to turn us away from a 

deeper experience of love and encounter. If we cannot get our 

minds around something or empirically justify or prove it, we 

tend to declare it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. 

The very same trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly what is 

essential for all of our relationships, especially our relationship 

with God. With all things and people that make a profound 

claim on us, we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full 

self investment involves plunging completely into the unknown!  

 Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not “head 

knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with Jesus and 

what God was able to reveal in and through that relationship. 

Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who Jesus really 

is. The silent exchange of love between friends, and not an intel-

lectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to this place. When 

we stop and think about it, there are many things in life that we 

simply know but do not completely understand. When someone 

sacrifices their own well-being for another, it may not make in-

tellectual sense when examined. But it makes a world of sense 

when it is carried out. The vastness of reality and an encounter 

with incomprehensible mystery all lead us to profound silence 

where we simply know something to be true. Have you trusted 

enough to allow your relationship with God to bring you to this 

place or are you still too skeptical?  
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REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell 

Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond 

Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott 

Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, 

Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald 

Graham, Jean Hargraves, Pat Farrington, Marci Wade, Mary Frances 

Doran, Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, 

Theresa Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, 

Alina Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Marsha 

DeLone, Carol Howe, Samantha Johnson�
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For those who are sick and suffer from illness 
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For a Special Intention 
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We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  

For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Grotto Candles for Adoration - $10.00 per week 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

What do we know about St. John the Baptist? 

 

We know quite a lot about John the Baptist from the Gospels 

and other historical sources. John was the son of Zechariah 

and Elizabeth through a graced post-menopausal conception 

(Luke 1). John would have been raised with an intimate 

knowledge of Jewish doctrine and religious practice, due to 

his father being a Levite priest. Elizabeth is a “kinswoman” of 

Mary. While not in the same nuclear family, the two were 

close enough that Mary would journey to spend several 

months with Elizabeth during her pregnancy. We don’t know 

how close John and Jesus were as children, but they certainly 

knew of one another as cousins. 

 

Luke 3 tells us he began his ministry in “the fifteenth year of the 

reign of Tiberias Caesar,” roughly 29 A.D. He lived as a hermit 

with clear ascetic practices, such as rough clothing and a sim-

ple vegetarian diet. Despite his remoteness, John’s ministry 

was prophetic. People came from across the region to be 

baptized in water as a sign of repentance. John, however, 

continually pointed beyond himself to the one who was to 

come: Jesus Christ. John the Baptist’s call to repentance ex-

tended to the rules of his day. John critiqued the local rulers, 

Herod Antipas and his wife Herodias. Previously, Herodias 

had been married to Antipas’ brother, Herod Philip, but had 

betrayed him, left him, and married his more powerful broth-

er. John was arrested for the slight and was eventually execut-

ed (Mark 6). This martyrdom prophetically anticipates the 

trials that awaited Christ and his followers. In life and death, 

John the Baptist served as the herald of the Messiah. 

     This celebration commemorates the death of John the Bap-

tist, which was in many ways a precursor to the death of Jesus. 

From the time of their birth, the lives of 

Jesus and his cousin are closely linked. 

From the very beginning John paves the 

way for Jesus. There are similarities about 

their birth, their work and their death. Yet, 

as John always insisted, he was just prepar-

ing the way for Jesus, the thongs of whose 

sandals he was not worthy to loosen. 

     There is a key word in the Gospel 

which goes like a refrain right through it. 

That is the term ‘handed over’. The 

Greek word is paradidomi and it means ‘to 

hand over’. In Latin it becomes tradere, from 

which we get the words ‘tradition’ (handing 

on of customs and wisdom of the past) and 

‘traitor’ (the treacherous handing over of a person 

into the hands of another).  

     The whole of the Scripture is ‘tradition’ 

in that sense and we use the word ‘traitor’ 

for people who treacherously betray some 

good person or good value. 

     The verb ‘hand over’ is used in the Gospel of John the Baptist, 

of Jesus and of his most faithful disciples. It was something of 

which Jesus spoke several times. And it continues to our own 

day. 

     Today we remember the ‘handing over’ of John the Baptist into 

the power of people who were totally against what he stood for. 
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IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD 

 

Bro. Raymond will be hosting a ZOOM Bible Study:  

How is Christ “prefigured” in the Old Testament?   

 

…a look into passages that illumi-

nate the person and mission of Je-

sus…with references to tradition, 

especially liturgical texts and the 

writing of the saints of the 

Church…                              

 

Tuesday evenings from  

7:15 to 8:30 for 7 weeks:                                                                             

 

September 22, 2020 to November 3, 2020. 

Look for the Zoom information in upcoming bulletins 

Stephen Cordova died suddenly on July 

10th. A member of our parish, professor of 

Latin at St. Charles Seminary and Ivy Hall, 

Stephen was a friend of many in the com-

munity.  A extraordinary-form Sung Requi-

em Mass will be offered for the repose of 

the soul of Stephen on Saturday, August 

29

th

 at Our Lady of Lourdes at 10:30 in the 

morning.  Father Dennis Carbonaro, spiritual director at the 

seminary, will be the celebrant of the Solemn High Mass and 

Father Timothy Danaher, a Dominican priest who was a friend 

of Stephen’s, will preach the homily.   



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Lourdes, Philadelphia 04-0156

Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Richard Brogna to place an ad today! 
rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120


