
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, August 30   

8:00am  Bro. Raymond Colombaro, O. de M. 

9:30am  Fr. James W. Mayer, O.de M. 

11:30am   +Mary Coppa 

5:00pm  +Renee Witt 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

Monday, August 31  St. Raymond Nonnatus 

8:30am  +Ursulia Jean-Baptiste 

Tuesday, September 1   

8:30am    +John Paul Felix 

Wednesday, September 2   

8:30am    Matthias Sifontis 

Thursday, September 3  St. Gregory the Great 

8:30am  Miguel Gayle 

Friday, September 4   

8:30am  +Deceased Mercedarians 

Saturday, September 5  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

8:30am   For Vocations 

4:00pm  +Carmita Goizueta 

Sunday, September 6   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  +Dominick McFadden 

10:00am Rev. Ferdinand Buccafurni (St. Donato) 

11:30am   +James M. Doyle, Jr. 

8:00pm  +Emmett and Cecilia Rock 

�

Readings for the Week of August 30, 2020 

 

 

Sunday:  Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-

  2/Mt 16:21-27 

Monday:  1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101,  

  102/Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday:  1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 

  13cd-14/Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday:  1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21/ 

  Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday:  1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/ 

  Lk 5:1-11 

Friday:   1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40/ 

  Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday:  1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21/Lk 6:1-5 

Next Sunday:  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 13:8- 

  10/Mt 18:15-20 

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community 

 

Total Collection from last Sunday $ 6,227.84 

Offertory:  $ 5,469.00 

Electronic Giving:  $ 758.84 

 

Our total for the Mission collection was $3,000.00.  Thank you! 

 

Would you like to contribute to the parish without using 

envelopes? Go to this link to do so. 

www.SupportMyParish.org  

Secular pursuits only bring a temporary amount of satisfaction and 

fulfillment. As much as we may think that achieving worldly suc-

cess, economic security, personal well-being, and selffulfillment are 

worthy goals to obtain, they all are dependent on external variables 

and can lead to emptiness. We are trained to be very pragmatic and 

productive. Unless we are able to check off all of the boxes or com-

ply with specific measurable requirements, our value and worth 

becomes questionable. Corporations, educational institutions, sys-

tems, structures, and secular ideology rarely consider deeper, more 

spiritual, and human contributions a person can and needs to make.  

 

To the secular mind, the wisdom and ideals of the Gospel are mak-

ing less and less sense. Consider for a moment this question: “What 

profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit 

his life?” While Jesus is asking this very challenging question to 

people who are considering his message, many in our world are in a 

quite different place. Whether we realize it, many folks are asking a 

much different question. Why would you not want to gain the 

whole world and secure your life? If you look at where a lot of folks 

are investing their time, energy, and resources, it becomes obvious 

where current priorities rest.  

 

Modern day comforts and possibilities are backing us out of our 

relationship with God. The fire burning in every human heart is 

trying to find its satisfaction in the things that humans have created 

and not God. Being altruistic 

and offering compassion for 

those most in need becomes a 

political responsibility or re-

sponsible gesture. We realize 

that our hearts need to be 

centered on something and 

someone who calls us out of 

ourselves, but we struggle and 

battle with naming the source 

of that call. God places the desire to seek, find, and love Him in the 

core of every soul. We are not abandoned and left to fend for our-

selves. But we can easily get confused. We know that when we ex-

tend ourselves to another self-sacrificially, we are doing what is just 

and right. We know that we can work through suffering and loss 

and come out better and more whole on the other side.  

 

Our minds need to be renewed so that they can begin to understand 

that there is much more to who we are, and that faith plays a pivotal 

role in achieving our true and everlasting goals. It is when we see 

that it is only faith that can bring us to this heightened awareness of 

ourselves and God that it will begin to make sense. Then, we can 

put things in proper perspective and consider being a disciple.  
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ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM 

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed. 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell 

Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond 

Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott 

Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, 

Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald 

Graham, Jean Hargraves, Pat Farrington, Marci Wade, Mary Frances 

Doran, Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, 

Theresa Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, 

Alina Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Marsha 

DeLone, Carol Howe, Samantha Johnson 

+++++++ 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For all pregnant women and their unborn children  

The Candles in the Grotto Chapel intention is: 

For those who are sick and suffer from illness 

++++++ 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  

For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Grotto Candles for Adoration - $10.00 per week 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

The Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy, more commonly 

known as the Mercedarians, was founded in the year 1218 by St. 

Peter Nolasco. His purpose was the redemption of Christians cap-

tured and imprisoned by the Muslims. In addition to the traditional 

vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, the Mercedarians also 

vow to willingly trade their lives (redemption) for the lives of others. 

One of the original Mercedarians, St. Raymond Nonnatus, did 

just that. 

 

If his surname, “Nonnatus,” seems strange, 

it’s because it is Latinized and means “not 

born.” In 1204 his father brought him into 

the world with a dagger, opening the womb 

of his mother, who died in labor. 

 

Raymond’s father owned several farms and 

he wanted Raymond to manage one of them. 

Raymond, however, was drawn to the reli-

gious life. He possessed a deep devotion to 

God and the Blessed Virgin. Nearby was the 

ancient chapel of St. Nicholas and he would 

frequently go there to pray and meditate. 

Eventually his father realized that his son 

would not be a farmer and gave in to the boy’s wishes to join the 

Mercedarians, in Barcelona. 

 

Emboldened by his father’s permission, Raymond told the Merce-

darians that he had already taken a private vow of perpetual virgini-

ty and was determined to join them. He was accepted and (legend 

has it) St. Peter Nolasco, the founder of the Mercedarians, was the 

one who presented Raymond with the Order’s habit. 

 

Still in his 20s at ordination, Father Raymond, in 1224, began his 

first redemption journey to Valencia, which had been conquered by 

the Moors. Raymond Nonnatus managed to gain the freedom of 

233 captive Christians. He was just beginning his work. In 1226, he 

traveled to Algiers, in Northern Africa, offering to become a pris-

oner in order to free another 140 captives. Three years later he 

went back to Algiers again. This time he was accompanied by his 

friend, Friar Serapion. 

 

St. Raymond’s last redemption was in 1236. It was in Algiers again 

and this visit is not known for the number of freed prisoners. Ra-

ther, it is known for the torture Raymond was forced to endure. 

Having exhausted all funds, Raymond stayed behind as a hostage. 

He spent his time in the dungeons preaching the message of Jesus 

and Christianity. His captors would have none of it. 

 

His torturers used a searing iron to bore holes through his upper 

and lower lips. Then they placed a padlock through the holes in an 

attempt to keep the suffering man quiet. The padlocks remained in 

place for eight months at which time ransom was received for Ray-

mond’s release. He was returned to Spain in 1239. 

 

Raymond Nonnatus died toward the end of August 1240; the exact 

day is unknown. He was 36 years old. Tradition has it that the vil-

lagers, the local count, and the friars all claimed his body. They 

resolved the dispute by placing Raymond’s body across the back of 

a blind mule. The mule was let loose and wherever it stopped 

would be Raymond’s burial place. The mule ambled slowly to the 

chapel where Raymond Nonnatus had prayed so frequently as a 

teenager. That is where he was buried and many miracles at the site 

have been attributed to his intercession. 

 

The feast of St. Raymond is August 31st. He is the patron and ad-

vocate for expectant mothers, Christian families, the unborn, and 

those couples seeking to have children. 

Instruction on Receiving Communion 

 

How many times a day can a person receive communion? 

 

To find an answer to this question, we need to turn to the 

Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we read, “One who has received 

the blessed Eucharist may receive it again on the same day only within a 

Eucharistic celebration in which that person partici-

pates…” (no. 917). This tells us that the standard 

answer would be that we can receive communion 

twice in a day. 

 

Having said that, we also want to be sure that we 

pay attention to the entire instruction. The phrase 

“within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person par-

ticipates” is important. It means a) that we always 

have to think of receiving communion as being within a celebra-

tion of the Mass and b) we have to be participants in that 

celebration –we can’t simply show up “in time” for com-

munion. 

 

So, when would this rule apply? 

 

For example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning and 

then take part in the Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday evening, you 

could licitly receive communion at both celebrations. Or, anoth-

er example, if you receive communion at a wedding or funeral 

Mass, you could also receive communion at a daily Mass or Sun-

day Vigil celebrated on the same day. We always want to be sure 

that we observe the rules for fasting from food and drink before 

receiving the eucharist (see Code of Canon Law, no. 919). 

 

We should also remember that the Code of Canon Law instructs 

that anyone who is in danger of death or seriously ill may also 

receive communion a second time (no. 91, §2). 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Richard Brogna to place an ad today! 
rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120


