
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, February 28   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  Augustin Le 

11:30am   +Joan Brunner; and Deceased of the 

    Martinelli and Brunner Family 

8:00pm  +Frank X. O’Brien, Sr. 

Monday, March 1   

8:30am  +Grace Burns 

Tuesday, March 2   

8:30am    Kateri and Watson Family 

Wednesday, March 3  St. Katharine Drexel 

8:30am    For the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 

Thursday, March 4  

8:30am  +Vito Baldini 

Friday, March 5   

8:30am  Mercedarian Perpetual Mass Assoc. 

Saturday, March 6   

8:30am   +Deceased Mercedarians 

4:00pm  +Vincent and Anna Carbone; and 

     Anthony DiSante 

Sunday, March 7   

8:00am  +All Souls�

9:30am  Brenda Pretko DiGirolamo 

11:30am   Pro Populo 

8:00pm  +Fr. Miguel Álvarez, O. de M.�

�

Readings for the Week of February 28, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 15, 

  16-17, 18-19/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 

Monday:  Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8, 9 11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday:  Is 1:10, 16-20/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and  

  23/Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday:  Jer 18:18-20/Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16/Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday:  Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31 

Friday:   Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Ps 105:16-17, 

  18-19, 20-21/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-

  12/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Next Sunday:  Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 

  10, 11/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3

  -7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn  

  4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 

 

Total Collection from last Sunday  $ 10,156.88 

Offertory:  $ 8,793.75 

Electronic Giving:  $ 1,363.13 

A pregnant woman was walk-

ing in the store and met an old 

friend. Her friend exclaimed, 

“You are absolutely beaming!” 

The new life God placed in 

her womb radiated throughout 

her body. It was brightly visi-

ble on her face and in her 

eyes. Transformation and change usually happen from the 

inside out. It is very rare that simply imposing structure from 

the outside does any good. Yes, it is true that routines and 

habits can change when things are done differently. But, for 

this change to last there has to be an interior renewal and 

metamorphosis as well. Simply regulating behavior and 

bringing someone into conformity with accepted protocols 

doesn’t mean their heart and soul come with them.  

 

Peter was a homeless man who lived in a very remote and 

rudimentary tent community. He was happy to make his daily 

trip to McDonald’s and always welcomed a gift card or two 

so that he could buy some coffee and something to eat. A 

generous advocate worked to secure him an apartment in 

hopes of moving Peter out of his makeshift housing and into 

something safer. Peter finally got the grand tour of his new 

“digs,” received his own key, remarked how wonderful the 

place was, closed the door behind him when they left and 

never returned. He preferred his tent. No matter how much 

things changed on the outside, Peter was happy where he 

was. A poignant lesson was learned that day. 

 

How is your Lent going? By now you ought to have a sense 

of whether you’re really “into 

it” this year and something 

transformational is happening. 

For many, it’s only the stuff on 

the outside that changes for a 

few weeks and then they return 

to business as usual. For oth-

ers, there are some real inner 

changes happening that are deepening their relationships 

with God, others, self, and creation. If we are serious about 

moving to a new place and radiating with the presence of 

new life and joy, then we have to clear the way to listen for 

God’s call. Then, there is God’s request to change things up 

a bit and order our lives differently. After realizing we have 

been called and given a mission, we have to trust that this is 

where we need to be. And then, after all of this hard work we 

are asked to act. The fruit that is revealed will indicate wheth-

er our journey is authentic. The brilliance of conversion will 

begin to shine on our faces as we contemplate the One to 

whom we are asked to listen.  
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REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell 

Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond 

Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott 

Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, 

Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald 

Graham, Jean Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, 

Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa 

Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina 

Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, 

Samantha Johnson, Holly, Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles 

Epps, Ramona Wade 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For Social Justice throughout the world 

 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  

For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

 

The Passion Narratives + Details of   

Divine Redemption 

��� 

Zoom Bible Study with Bro. Raymond   

on Five Wednesday Evenings in Lent  

February 24, March 3, March 10, March 17 & March 24 

 

7:00 PM to 8:15 PM 

 

The Passion Narratives of the Four Gospels are brimming with 

symbolism, paradox and wisdom. The Passion of Christ 

both challenges and comforts us. Let us explore the masterly 

work of the evangelists as they present to us the greatest story 

ever told. 

 

Zoom meeting ID: 832 3866 2384  Passcode:  333964 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 

How is your Lent going so far? In changing the circumstances and 

order of our lives a bit, perhaps we can hear God’s voice more 

clearly and drink more deeply of graced moments we experience. 

Having God as a friend always involves several things. First, there is 

God’s call. We become attuned to the echo of God’s voice in the 

depth of our souls calling and beckoning us to listen. Second, there 

is a request. We begin to see that God asks us to do certain things, 

to order our lives a particular way, and become more intentional in 

the choices we make. Third, there is trust. Do we trust this call and 

request? Trust commits us to the relationship and makes a claim on 

who we are. Finally, we are asked to act. We find ourselves acting, 

not in the way we used to, but in a transformed, more enlightened 

way. Things seem clearer and all that is around us shines with the 

brilliance of God’s presence. God’s call came through a cloud, 

“This is my beloved Son. Listen to him,” This is the call and the 

request. Can we give God our trust and do as God asks 

If your father is an international banker and you ride in a private 

railroad car, you are not likely to be drawn into a life of voluntary 

poverty. But if your mother opens your home to the poor three 

days each week and your father spends half an hour each evening in 

prayer, it is not impossible that you will devote your life to the poor 

and give away millions of dollars. 

Katharine Drexel did that. 

   Born in Philadelphia in 1858, she had an 

excellent education and traveled widely. As 

a rich girl, Katharine also had a grand de-

but into society. But when she nursed her 

stepmother through a three-year terminal 

illness, she saw that all the Drexel money 

could not buy safety from pain or death, 

and her life took a profound turn. 

   Katharine had always been interested in the plight of the Indians, 

having been appalled by what she read in Helen Hunt Jackson’s A 

Century of Dishonor. While on a European tour, she met Pope Leo 

XIII and asked him to send more missionaries to Wyoming for her 

friend Bishop James O’Connor. The pope replied, “Why don’t you 

become a missionary?” His answer shocked her into considering new 

possibilities. Back home, Katharine visited the Dakotas, met the 

Sioux leader Red Cloud and began her systematic aid to Indian mis-

sions. 

     Katharine Drexel could easily have married. But after much 

discussion with Bishop O’Connor, she wrote in 1889, “The feast of 

Saint Joseph brought me the grace to give the remainder of my life to the Indians 

and the Colored.  After three and a half years of training, Mother 

Drexel and her first band of nuns—Sisters of the Blessed Sacra-

ment for Indians and Colored—opened a boarding school in Santa 

Fe. A string of foundations followed. By 1942, she had a system of 

black Catholic schools in 13 states, plus 40 mission centers and 23 

rural schools. Segregationists harassed her work, even burning a 

school in Pennsylvania. In all, she established 50 missions for Indi-

ans in 16 states. Her crowning achievement was the founding of 

Xavier University in New Orleans, the first Catholic university in 

the United States for African Americans. 

   At 77, Mother Drexel suffered a heart attack and was forced to 

retire. Apparently her life was over. But now came almost 20 years 

of quiet, intense prayer from a small room overlooking the sanctu-

ary. Small notebooks and slips of paper record her various prayers, 

ceaseless aspirations, and meditations. She died at 96 and was can-

onized in 2000.  We encourage everyone to visit her tomb at the 

Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul here in Philadelphia. 

As we follow the practice of “fasting” during Lent we will 

share with you some ideas for positive fasting: 

 

Fast from Busyness 

 

   The word “Lent” in Old English refers to spring time. But its 

roots in Latin— lentitudo -inis (slowness)—refer to slowing down. The 

meaning behind those words remind us that lent is a time to fast 

from rushing around and keeping busy. 

   “Busyness” is the drug of the 21st Century. It keeps us amped 

up. It distracts us from other, more important things. It can pre-

vent us from hearing God’s voice, listening to the movements of 

the heart and noticing the beauty of God’s creation.  

   It is a badge of honor to be busy. But that does not always trans-

late to abundance. How often do we run from one place to the 

next; our busyness prevents us from engaging with those who stand 

in front of us...those who are all too often, our neighbor. 

   Is it possible for you to slow down and make some time for the 

Lord during Lent? Fasting from busyness is an invitation to do that. 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an  
ad today! kzechello@4LPi.com or  

(774) 245-9057


