
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, March 7   

8:00am  +All Souls�

9:30am  Brenda Pretko DiGirolamo 

11:30am   Pro Populo 

8:00pm  +Fr. Miguel Álvarez, O. de M.�

Monday, March 8  St. John of God 

8:30am  +Lawrence Robert Solomon 

Tuesday, March 9  St. Frances of Rome 

8:30am    +Alex, Mary, and Bruno Baldini 

Wednesday, March 10   

8:30am    +Geradine Krishnan 

Thursday, March 11   

8:30am  For Vocations 

Friday, March 12   

8:30am  Fr. David Spencer, O. de M. 

Saturday, March 13   

8:30am   +Grace Rock 

4:00pm  +Bernadette Byrne 

Sunday, March 14  

8:00am  +Graziano Fabiano�

9:30am  Huy Le 

11:30am   +Benedetto and Fernanda Pavone 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

�

Readings for the Week of March 7, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 

  10, 11/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25 or Ex 17:3

  -7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/ 

  Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42 

Monday:  2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday:  Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8- 

  9/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/ 

  Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday:  Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23 

Friday:   Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab,  

  14 and 17/Mk 12:28-34 

Saturday:  Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/ 

  Lk 18:9-14 

Next Sunday:  2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6/

  Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 or 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 

  10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4m 5, 6/Eph 5:8-14/

  Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Many prefer a “create as you go” 

approach to life where laws and 

protocols primarily exist to se-

cure and protect liberties rather 

than dictate and outline proper 

and right behavior. There are no 

real benchmarks for acceptable 

ethical and moral behavior, with a “you can’t tell me what to do” 

attitude prevailing. Parents are even limited in what they can 

request of their children, and dealing with threatening behav-

iors, especially from adults, are a challenge as well. Acceptable 

and expected conduct seems to amount to safeguarding each 

other’s space rather than increasing awareness of necessary 

relationships that require a more refined and higher response. 

 

We have lost our axis to the world of “anything goes” and no 

longer see the Ten Commandments as practical and wise 

guideposts to effective living. We live on “relativism island” 

where only a possible suggestion to “love and do not harm” 

may be the only standard able to be preached. While Jesus 

most certainly emphasized love above anything else, it was 

never about warm fuzzy feelings or halfhearted humanitarian 

efforts. The love of which Jesus spoke establishes an intimate 

connection with God, neighbor, self, and creation. Because 

this love, who is God Himself, is at the foundational core of 

our lives, it demands actions and attitudes that serve to build 

up, increase, and free up those relationships. Love requires 

proper conduct. Preserving and enhancing these love cen-

tered relationships is at the heart of the Ten Commandments 

(and the Beatitudes) and the reason for Jesus’ display of anger 

in the temple. 

 

The Ten Commandments can save the world from turmoil 

and conflict by instilling basic moral and relational principles 

within us. They also hold a healthy sense of sin in balance and 

always remind us of our relationship with God and the free-

dom God offers. Our faith preserves these jewels of truth 

that we often look beyond, dismiss altogether, or seek to re-

move from public view. Human beings can be so arrogant at 

times. Our Lenten journey, especially when embarked upon 

with sincerity and resolve, can 

restore all of our essential rela-

tionships. When we get ab-

sorbed in life’s preoccupations 

and demands, things can 

quickly get distorted and we 

can find ourselves way off 

track. In short, we find our-

selves in sin. Humanity is losing a sense of both grace and sin. 

We need both to understand what is real and true. Until we 

do, the oppressive systems and ideologies that hurt so many 

will never change. We will never change. We are grateful for 

those courageous souls who willingly embrace the conversion 

and hard work Lent demands and stand against antiquated 

systems and ideologies. They give us hope that all is not lost.  
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ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM 

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed, we pray for 

Dr. Thomas Patrick Burke who entered into eternal life. 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell 

Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond 

Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott 

Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, 

Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald 

Graham, Jean Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, 

Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa 

Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina 

Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, 

Samantha Johnson, Holly, Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles 

Epps, Ramona Wade 

+++++++ 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For those preparing for the Easter Sacraments 

++++++ 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions, For your beloved dead, and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community 

Total Collection from last Sunday $8,326,84 

Offertory:  $7,113.00 

Electronic Giving:  $1,213.84�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

 

What’s the difference between priests 

and brothers, friars, etc.? 

 

The distinctions titles and categories used for priests and the male 

members of religious communities can be confusing, especially 

since the categories can sometimes be intertwined as a man can be 

both a priest and a monk, or a brother and a friar. So, to help to 

piece the puzzle together, it’s important to begin by noting some 

basic distinctions: 

 

The distinction between priests (who are ordained for sacramental minis-

try) and brothers (who are non-ordained members of religious communities 

and who are committed to lives of prayer and service). 

 

Priests: A priest is a man who has been ordained for sacramental 

ministry and these fall into two categories: A) Diocesan (or Secular) 

Priests can either be attached to a diocese and who serve under a 

bishop. Their ministry is usually oriented toward pastoral service. B) 

Religious Priests are members of religious communities (like the 

Franciscans, Jesuits, Salvatorians, or Mercedarians) and their lives are 

guided by the special mission and charism of their community. 

While both kinds of priest practice sacramental ministry, their spirit-

uality and how they live out their priesthood can be very different. 

 

Brothers: Brothers are non-ordained members of religious commu-

nities (such as those mentioned above) who live lives committed to prayer 

and service. Religious priests and brothers serve together in their 

communities and their ministries include much more than the care 

of parishes. 

 

Monks, Friars, and Canons: These are broad categories that include 

religious priests and brothers, and each of these is connected to 

specific ways of life and spiritualities. 

The Annual Archdiocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass 

will be celebrated on Saturday, May 1, 

2021 at 5:15 pm at the Cathedral Basilica 

of SS. Peter and Paul. Archbishop Nelson 

Pérez will be the principal celebrant and 

homilist. This Mass will commemorate 

those couples celebrating their 1 year, 5 

year, 10 year, 25 year and 50 year wedding 

anniversary milestones. Wedding vows will be renewed on 

this very special day. Please RSVP: call the Office for Life 

and Family at 215-587-0500. For more details, visit 

www.phillycatholiclife.org.  

The Passion Narratives + Details of   

Divine Redemption 

��� 

Zoom Bible Study with Bro. Raymond   

on Five Wednesday Evenings in Lent  

February 24, March 3, March 10, March 17 & March 24 

 

7:00 PM to 8:15 PM 

 

The Passion Narratives of the Four Gospels are brimming with 

symbolism, paradox and wisdom. The Passion of Christ 

both challenges and comforts us. Let us explore the masterly 

work of the evangelists as they present to us the greatest story 

ever told. 

 

Zoom meeting ID: 832 3866 2384  Passcode:  333964 

Dear parishioners and friends, 

As we continue on our Lenten journey I pray 

that this beautiful season of the Church year 

allows you to grow in a deeper relationship with 

our Lord. Lent is a wonderful time to reflect on our life as disciples 

of the Lord and witnesses of the gospel.  Please allow yourselves the 

time to deepen your relationship with the Lord through prayer.   

I will be away for the next two weekends –I am traveling now to 

Cleveland in my capacity as the United States Vicar for the Merce-

darian Community to visit our religious there and meet with them.  

I am then going onto Bismark, North Dakota to preside at the wed-

ding of Graccie Burns and Abram Yucus. As some of you might 

remember Grace’s mother just passed away in January and I feel it 

so important that we continue to support her and her father Hugh 

during this time.  Please pray for her and Abram as they begin their 

married life together.  God Bless and I will see you for Saint Pat-

rick’s Day! 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an  
ad today! kzechello@4LPi.com or  

(774) 245-9057


