Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars
Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor
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Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson is
really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When we
internalize things we have learned, they become a part of
who we are and influence how we perceive and interact with
our world. The same is true for the law God has written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, we will
simply know it to be true and act accordingly. Sometimes, it
is hard to get people to learn the lessons they need to learn.
They are often distracted, disinterested, conflicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn and unable or unwilling to see
what is right before their eyes. Understanding that God is in
a loving and committed relationship with those fashioned
and formed in God’s own image, seems like such a simple
lesson to learn. But history and experience has proven that it
is not.
We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to
learn something very particular about ourselves. We must,
like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because
God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we can
live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not the
task of the
world to tell us
who we are
and what has
meaning, but
God.
For
many, death is
not an opportunity
for
greater life but
a permanent
ending to the life they have known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be fully human because he was! He
knows the joys, limitations, sorrows, frustrations, wonders,
suffering, opportunities, and joys of the human experience.
Jesus can teach us a wealth of knowledge and life’s lessons
from his example, especially obedience.
When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and
gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen
more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally
flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight it, or
be overcome by it because we will know, having internalized
this profound lesson before, that God will bring new life.
God’s law is love and love never fails. Even in the moments
of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of his Father.
What he learned allowed him to put everything in perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice that echoed
within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we learn the same!
Then, may we gain the fortitude and wisdom to help others
see what is right before their eyes.
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Readings for the Week of March 21, 2021
Sunday:

Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15/
Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or Ez 37:12-14/
Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/
Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 /Jn 8:1-11
Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/
Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55,
56/Jn 8:31-42
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38
Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/
Jn 10:31-42
Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13/
Jn 11:45-56
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps
22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24/Phil 2:6-11/
Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:


















Sunday, March 21
8:00am
9:30am
11:30am
8:00pm

Pro Populo
+Eva Wischnowski
+Joan Brunner; and Deceased of the
Martinelli and Brunner Family
+Cecilia Russell Rock

8:30am

Anna Oakes

8:30am

+Filomena Santillo

8:30am

+Rose DiMassa

Monday, March 22

Tuesday, March 23

St. Turibius of Mogrovejo

Wednesday, March 24
Thursday, March 25

The Annunciation of the Lord

8:30am

Gregory Ramberon

8:30am

+Angela Fabiano

8:30am
4:00pm

Special Intention
+Josefina Mimo Goizueta

8:00am
9:30am
11:30am
8:00pm

Chase Hanson
+Donald Reed
Pro Populo
+All Souls in Purgatory

Friday, March 26

Saturday, March 27

Palm Sunday, March 28
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Veils over sacred images keep our minds
on the promise of Easter
It seems strange that during the most sacred time of year
Catholics cover everything that is beautiful in their churches,
even the crucifix. Shouldn’t we be looking at the painful scene at Calvary while we listen to the Passion narrative on Palm
Sunday?
While it may appear counterintuitive to veil statues and
images during the final weeks of Lent, the Catholic Church
recommends this practice to heighten our senses and build
within us a longing for Easter Sunday. It is a tradition that
should not only be carried out in our local parish, but can also
be a fruitful activity for the “domestic church” to practice.
The rubrics can guide us. In the Roman Missal we find the
instruction, “In the Dioceses of the United States, the practice of covering crosses and images throughout the church from [the fifth] Sunday [of
Lent] may be observed. Crosses remain covered until the end of the Celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.” This is the current
practice of the Church, but veiling from the Fifth Sunday of
Lent onward is miniscule compared to what was once practiced. For example, in Germany there was a tradition to veil
the altar from view throughout all of Lent.
Families are also encouraged to imitate this practice and
veil prominent religious images in their homes. It helps us to
participate in the liturgical season, especially if we are prevented from going to Mass during the week. Otherwise we
only see the veiled images in church once or twice before
Easter and it has a minor effect on us. It is also a beautiful
tradition to pass down to our children, who will be intrigued
by it and it will make this time of year truly special for them.
We go through great lengths to decorate our homes for Easter, so why not prepare for the great feast by using veils?
But why go through such lengths to cover up images that are designed
to raise our hearts and minds toward heaven?
First of all, we use veils to alert us of the special time that
we are in. When we walk into church and notice everything is
covered, we immediately know that something is different.
These last two weeks of Lent are meant to be a time of immediate preparation for the Sacred Triduum and these veils are a
forceful reminder to get ready.
Secondly, the veils focus our attention on the words being
said at Mass. When we listen to the Passion narrative, our
senses are allowed to focus on the striking words from the
Gospel and truly enter into the scene.
Third, the Church uses veils to produce a heightened
sense of anticipation for Easter Sunday. This is further actualized when you attend daily Mass and see the veils each day.
You don’t want them to be there because they are hiding
some very beautiful images.
And therein lies the whole point: the veils are not
meant to be there forever. The images need to be unveiled; it
is unnatural for them to be covered. The unveiling before the
Easter Vigil is a great reminder of our own life on earth. We
live in a “veiled” world, in exile from our true home.

M 21, 2021
ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM
Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed.

REMEMBER OUR SICK
Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin
Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan,
Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell
Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond
Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott
Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker,
Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald
Graham, Jean Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran,
Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa
Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina
Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin,
Samantha Johnson, Holly, Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles
Epps, Ramona Wade, Charles V. Murrin
+++++++

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:

For those preparing for the Easter Sacraments
++++++

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:
For personal intentions;
For your beloved dead; and/or For the living
Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH

Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm
Sunday Masses at 8:00, 9:30 (Latin), 11:30 am and 8:00 pm
Blessed Palms will be available at all Masses

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY: MARCH 29-31
Morning Mass at 8:30 am
Adoration after Mass until 7:00 pm
Confessions from 6:00 to 7:00 pm

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 1

No morning Mass or Adoration
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 6:30 pm
followed by Adoration until Midnight
Confessions 3:00-4:00 and 10:00-11:00 pm

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2

Office of Readings and Lauds at 9:00 am
Service of the Lord’s Passion with Veneration of the Cross
and Communion at 3:00 pm
Stations of the Cross at 7:00 pm
Confessions from 10-11 am, 1:30-2:30 pm, 6:00-7:00 pm

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,
payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for!
Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA

Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC
610-566-7966
www.hare-nichols.com

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your

Neighborhood Florist
For Over 40 Years

1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

DAVOLOS
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial

Professional Income Tax Service, Inc.
610-566-1165
www.protaxinc.com

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.

East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

610-446-1075 Main Line

267-918-3008

www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • Cremation, Pre-Paid Funerals
Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

Ground Maintenance
Design/Construction
Tree Work Snow Removal

Hugh McHugh and Family

215-473-1842

www.overhillflorist.com

D’Anjolell

Memorial Homes

TRAVERS

Landscape Contractors

John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kathleen Zechello to place an
ad today! kzechello@4LPi.com or
(774) 245-9057
Only One Mile From the Church

Family & Cosmetic
Dentistry

215-877-0900

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Lourdes, Philadelphia

04-0156

