
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, May 9   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  Fr. Shaun Mahoney 

11:30am   For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 

8:00pm  +Philip Lomonaco 

Monday, May 10  St. Damien 

8:30am  Rev. Michael Rock, O.de M. 

Tuesday, May 11   

8:30am    +Alfred Lohmann 

Wednesday, May 12  SS. Nereus and Achilleus 

8:30am    Tom Thomas and Family 

Thursday, May 13  The Ascension of the Lord 

8:30am  +Graziano and Angela Fabiano 

12:00pm +Lee Agozzino 

6:00 pm +Deceased Colombaro Family  

8:00pm  +Fr. Jose Antonio Marin Lecina, OdeM 

Friday, May 14  St. Matthias, Apostle 

8:30am  Tim Anderson and Family 

Saturday, May 15  

8:30am   +Buccino/Talarico/Mollinedo Family 

4:00pm  +Edward and Marie Loney 

Sunday, May 16   

8:00am  +Jacqueline Tucker�

9:30am  Anh Linh and Family 

11:30am   +Joan Brunner; and Deceased of the 

    Martinelli and Brunner Family 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

�

Readings for the Week of May 9, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-

  4/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Monday:  Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and  

  9b/Jn 15:26—16:4a 

Tuesday:  Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8/ 

  Jn 16:5-11 

Wednesday:  Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 

  14/Jn 16:12-15 

Ascension Thursday: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 / 

  Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 4:1-7, 11-13/

  Mk 16:15-20 

Friday:   Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-

  8/Jn 15:9-17 

Saturday:  Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10, 10/Jn 16:23b-28 

Next Sunday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 

  19-20/1 Jn 4:11-16/Jn 17:11b-19 

“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,” are powerful words 

that are found in John’s Gospel. Most of us probably have 

them committed to memory or have at least heard them pro-

claimed dozens of times. They are words that can easily be-

come trite and quickly glossed over without fully pondering 

and digesting their profound beauty. When we take the time 

to immerse ourselves in them, they can radically change our 

lives and our relationships. They can open up new doors of 

adventure and hold countless possibilities for meaning. The 

essence of love and friendship are things that can easily be 

taken for granted. They have always been there and are a sig-

nificant part of our lives. Many would say that they could not 

live without love and friendship, and they put a great deal of 

care into preserving, deepening and sustaining them. Love 

and friendship share a mutual relationship with each other 

that deserves more reflection. 

 

Where does love come from? We can consider relationships 

that have not succeeded and conclude that they were some-

how due to our “failures in love.” In doing so, we assume 

that human beings are the ones responsible for love, its suc-

cess and also its failure. While our weakness, emotional com-

position and sinfulness can 

easily impact our ability to 

love, its origin is not hu-

man. God is love. God is 

love’s author and origin. 

When we love, it is God 

who loves in and through 

us. It is because of this di-

vine closeness that Jesus is able to call us friends! It is not 

because of anything we have done but simply because of who 

we are. Realizing and contemplating this awesome reality be-

comes a game changer across the board. It gives us reason to 

clear the table of anything that can adversely affect the way 

we love so that we can open the door for its author to shine 

forth. 

 

Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St. Francis of 

Assisi to leave that which is comfortable and worldly and live 

a radical life. They relate with the love of God that radiates in 

and through all living things and appreciate their sacredness. 

It was having an intimate experience of God’s love and 

friendship that propelled St. Francis and others to embrace 

simplicity, act nonviolently, pursue humility, love enemies, 

care for the earth and open up avenues for true justice. Un-

derstanding this profound truth will also help us find peaceful 

solutions to world’s problems, restore relationships with our 

sisters and brothers, bring the grace of loving stewardship to 

creation and heal many wounds. Once we begin to see how 

wonderfully holy all of life really is, we discover joy. We lose 

our need for fear, develop a fierce fortitude, act prudently and 

seek justice. There is great power in love because it comes 

from God. It will never fail. It also enjoys the company of 

two other friends who are eager to become our friends as 

well: faith and hope. These are just as important to have and 

to share. 
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ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM 

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed. 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell 

Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond 

Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michael Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott 

Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, 

Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald 

Graham, Jean Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, 

Maureen Doran Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa 

Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina 

Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, 

Samantha Johnson, Holly, Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles 

Epps, Ramona Wade, Charles V. Murrin  

+++++++ 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For All Mothers, Living and Deceased 

++++++ 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  

For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

 

 "THANK YOU, MOM" 

 

From the initial wonder to the morning sickness, 

From the sleepless nights to the giggles of delight, 

From the first steps to the temper tantrums, 

Thank you, Mom. 

From school day pride to detention day disappointment, 

From the big game to the big show to the big "uh-oh," 

With secret shared moments and home-cooked meals, 

Thank you, Mom. 

Through tears and laughter, 

Through sorrow and joy, 

For all the ups and downs, 

and for the journey yet to come, 

Thank you, Mom! 

BLESSING OF MOTHERS 

 

During the season of Easter, what a great time to remember our 

mothers and ask for God's blessing on them. It is God who 

ultimately gave us life. It is through God's unselfish love--

mirrored in our mothers' willingness to associate their love with 

God's and take the risk to love us into life--that we have the 

opportunity for life. We remember our mothers this Mother's 

Day with much love. Let us pray for each of them: 

 

God our heavenly Father, 

you give to each the ability to share your generative love. 

Bless those women in our lives who mirror your love 

and bring forth life through their willingness 

to risk bringing new life into this world. 

Help us to show them our gratitude 

for the gift of life and the gift of a mother's love. 

May our life-giving God continue to bless them 

and show them his unfailing love. 

We ask this through Jesus, God's Son and our brother. 

Amen. 

Where did he go? Many times when we 

think of those who have died, we imag-

ine escape from this world to a purely 

spiritual place. Jesus' Ascension can 

leave us in a place of confusion. What 

happens to Jesus? And why does this 

matter to us? 

 

The Ascension has been confirmed in the Creed for two millen-

nia. In Jesus' Ascension, we're invited to consider our own ulti-

mate end. Regardless of death's reality now, we believe in the 

resurrection of the body and the reunification of body and soul. 

One day, earth and heaven will meet perfectly and without end. 

We anticipate this "new heaven and a new earth" at every Mass and 

throughout the beauty, truth, and love of the Church and her 

members. Ascension, celebrates a foreshadowing of the fullness 

we all await!   

 

In the Archdiocese of Philadelphia we celebrate the Ascension 

of the Lord, a Holy Day of Obligation, on Thursday, May 13th. 

In addition to our morning Mass at 8:30 am we also have Mass 

at 12 noon and in the evening a 6:00 pm Mass in Latin and an 

8:00 pm Mass in English. 
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What is the difference between a “Saint” and a “Blessed”? 

 

The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the Catholic 

Church has evolved over the course of many centuries. In the 

beginning, those honored as saints were almost exclusively bibli-

cal figures or martyrs. However, after the legalization of Christi-

anity in the fourth century, new holy women and men came to 

be honored as saints, and this was often done by popular acclaim 

or by the local bishop or abbot. 

 

It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 to 1241) 

who officially proclaimed that only the pope had the authority to 

add someone to the official list (the “canon”) of saints. This is the 

meaning of the word “canonization.” 

 

Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, including 

detailed studies of the person’s life and a recognition that they 

died as a martyr or lived a life of “heroic virtue.” Once someone is 

recognized as a martyr or if a miracle is attributed to their inter-

cession, they will be beatified and honored as “Blessed.” This 

means that they can be celebrated by Catholics in a particular 

country or region or by the members of certain religious com-

munity. If another miracle occurs and is approved, then the 

“Blessed” is canonized and honored with the title “Saint,” mean-

ing that they are now officially recognized as a universal model 

of holiness and an intercessor. 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Raige Moravec to place  
an ad today! rmoravec@4LPi.com  

or (800) 477-4574 x6655


