Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars

Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor
Father Scottston Brentwood, O. de M., associate pastor
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LANCASTER AVE & 63RD STR, PHILADELPHIA | 215.473.1669 | WWW.OURLADYLOURDES.ORG
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Jesus said to his disciples: "When the Advocate comes whom | will
send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that proceeds from the
Father, he will testify to me.” - Jn 15:26
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Begin by taking a moment to calm yourself, focus on your
breathing and become aware of the life force that flows through
your veins. Center yourself in the words and affections of St.
Augustine’s Prayer to the Holy Spirit, “Breath in me, O Holy
Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy
Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. Draw my heart, O Holy
Spirit, that I love but what is holy. Strengthen me, O Holy Spir-
it, to defend all that is holy. Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that
I may always be holy.” Sanctifying, bringing things to whole-
ness, blessing, restoring and creating are just some of the fruits
of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Being filled with the Holy
Spirit is not always about proclaiming loud cries of praise or
singing alleluia from a roof top. It is about unfolding and en-
countering the ordinary in an extraordinary way. Being filled
with the Holy Spirit means being filled with the fullness of
God’s life and in touch with the power and wonder of God’s
presence. It’s about becoming holy.

It is not just for saints or people who have a religious vocation.
Holiness is for the ordinary, simple run- of-the-mill person who
desires to love God, others, and all of creation. When an ordi-
nary, humble person
becomes connected
with life and the won-
drous power of God’s
love, they begin to live
life more deeply, a bit
more reverently, desire
a simple fare and find
themselves relishing in
ordinary beauty. Their
senses become attuned to the Author of life and they realize
that they are not alone. The Holy Spirit connects all of the dots
of human experience and existence, bringing everyone to center
on the Divine Presence. The Holy Spirit does not just breathe
“on me” but “in me” and is the force behind every breath I
take. Take a moment to soak that thought in. There is the Di-
vine Presence of the Holy Spirit in me, right now. When a per-
son becomes in touch with truth, they know that when inspired
by the Holy Spirit, his or her actions are not solely their own.
They realize that they are moved by Divine Grace and drawn to
things not found in secular affairs.

We live in a world where it is hard to discover truth. Real truth
1s veiled by so many imposters that it is hard to find, especially
for those who are young. It is easy to get fooled and duped and
often, without full conscious awareness of doing so, we choose
to walk down a path of self-absorption and destruction. It is
only the Holy Spirit, through the ministry of the church most
especially, who guides us to truth and shows us the way to be
the graced and holy human beings God made us to be. The
wonders and inspirations of today’s Feast of Pentecost are nec-
essaty to share with both those we love and those who only
casually cross our paths. The first disciples, touched by the Holy
Spirit, brought the Gospel to the ends of the earth one step at a
time. Is it unrealistic to ask that we assist in that same mission
by helping people understand who they are and who God is one
at a time? Ask the Holy Spirit to alleviate the fear in your heart
that prevents you from doing so.

Readings for the Week of May 23, 2021

Sunday: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34/
1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Gal 5:16-25/]11
20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20 or Acts 1:12-14/Ps 87:1-2, 3
and 5, 6-7/]n 19:25-34
Tuesday: Sir 35:1-12/Ps 50:5-6, 7-8, 14 and 23/
Mk 10:28-31
Wednesday: Sir 36:1, 4-5a, 10-17/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/
Mk 10:32-45
Thursday: Sir 42:15-25/Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
Mk 10:46-52
Friday: Sir 44:1, 9-13/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and
9b/Mk 11:11-26
Saturday: Sir 51:12¢d-20/Ps 19:8,9, 19, 11/Mk 11:27-33
Next Sunday: Dt 4:32-34, 39-40/Ps 33:4-5, 6,9, 18-19, 20,
22/Rom 8:14-17 /Mt 28:16-20
Wadd
INTENTIONS
Sunday, May 23
8:00am +Thomas Shea
9:30am Harold Fries
11:30am +Bradford William Bossi
8:00pm Pro Populo
Monday, May 24 BVM, Mother of the Church
8:30am In Thanksgiving

Tuesday, May 25 St. Bede the Venerable
8:30am +Kathleen and James Baker

Wednesday, May 26 St. Philip Neri
8:30am Lauren Marie Wade

Thursday, May 27 St Augustine of Canterbury

8:30am +Buccino/Talarico/Mollinedo Family
Friday, May 28
8:30am Bruno Haselbarth

Saturday, May 29 St. Paul VI

8:30am +John and Margaret O’Neill
4:00pm +Sister Mary Joseph, S.S.].
Sunday, May 30

8:00am +Lucille Kopczynski
9:30am Thomas Fries

11:30am +Jean M. Ezzi

8:00pm Pro Populo

Many of the priests serving in the Archdiocese celebrate their
ordination anniversaries in May. We send prayerful best wishes
and greetings to all of them. A joyful Happy Anniversary to our
pastor, Father Michael, who celebrates his 35th anniversary on
May 24th.




PENTECOST SUNDAY

May 23, 2021

Why do we celebrate Pentecost when we do?

The book of Acts unpacks the events immediately following
Jesus” ascension into heaven. The Apostles and other disci-
ples were told to pray in Jerusalem and await another out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. As the weeks ticked on, the Jewish
Festival of Weeks approached. This festival took place 50
days after Passover and celebrated the giving of the law on
Mount Sinai. The Festival of Weeks (or “Pentecost” in
Greek) was a great pilgrimage feast, with Jews from all over
the ancient world convening on Jerusalem for the celebration.

It was on Pentecost that God chose to send the Holy Spirit.
Here, the new law of love was etched into the hearts of the
disciples. As he burst out onto the balcony above the multi-
national crowd, Peter proclaimed the
message of the resutrection, and the
Holy Spirit enabled every listener to
b hear in their native language. 3,000 peo-
§ ple were baptized that day! The disci-
¥ ples — and every baptized person —
recetves the gifts and zeal necessary to
bring a new message of salvation to the

people of God.

Holy Spirit, fan into flame the gifts
I received in my Baptism and Confirmation.
I want to receive the fire of Your love
as Your disciples did at Pentecost.
Come with wonder and awe,
with wisdom, understanding, and counsel,
with courage and faith in You.
Holy Spirit, may my actions witness
to Your presence in my life.
Help me to see the ways my strengths
can serve others in their weakness.
In all my interactions, I want to radiate
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Breathe new life into the world through me. Amen.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION
Sunday, June 6th
immediately following the 11:30 am Mass

Solemn High Mass in honor of the
SACRED HEART OF JESUS
Friday, June 11th " 7:00 pm

THE CARMELITE MONASTERY
1400 661h Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19126

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed.

REMEMBER OUR SICK
Dorothy  Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia  Nicholson, Colin
Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan,
Margaret Davis, Kaela Davis, Yosan Gabriel, Daisy Gray, Jenell
Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, Leslie Wade, Esmond
Family, Aileen Regan, Sarah and Michae! Regan, Kelly Regan, Scott
Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker,
Christian Lafty, Lisa Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Stmon, Donald
Graham, Jean Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran,
Maureen Doran  Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa
Gilliam, Suzanne Dupre, Indramattie Sommwaru, John Bricker, Alina
Simon, Carmelnina Desiderio, Grabam Family, Chuck Murrin,
Samantha Johnson, Holly, Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles

Epps, Ramona Wade, Charles V. Murrin
o+ttt
The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:
In Thanksgiving
o+ttt
We offer to anyone who may wish to “donate’ for the following “Memorials”:
For personal intentions; For your beloved dead; and/ or For the living

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - §15.00 per week

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE
GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community

Total Collection: $ 8,889.63
Offertory: § 7,427.06
Electronic Giving: § 1,462.57

The collection for onr Mercedarian Missions raised §2,900.00

Thank you for your continued generosity!

The feast of Mary, Mother

- of the Church, was estab-
- M A RY lished by Pope Francis in
spring 2018. While the for-

Mother of the church mal celebration is new, the
— honor 1s as old as the Gos-

pels. Jesus spoke few words
on the Cross, but several of them were addressed to his
mother and the apostle John. "Woman, bebold your son." "Son,
behold your mother." This means far more than simply someone
to care for Mary as she got on in years and someone for John
to celebrate Jewish festivals with. John represents all of us,
the Church. Jesus entrusted Mary to us as our mother. At the
end of the historic Second Vatican Council in the midst of
tumultuous times, St. Pope Paul VI formally declared Mary
as Mother of the Church and invited us to pray to her under
that title. With our recent celebration of the birthday of the
Church at Pentecost, we remember that every birth has a
mother. Happy Feast of Mary, Mother of the Church!




