
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, August 8   

8:00am  +Maria, Thomas, and Laura Ranieri�

9:30am  Rev. Matthew Phelan, O.de M. 

11:30am   +Lillian Kroepil 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

Monday, August 9  St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross 

8:30am  Emmanuel and Damahn Hardy 

Tuesday, August 10  Foundation of the Order 

8:30am    In Thanksgiving for the Foundation of 

            the Order of the BVM of Mercy 

Wednesday, August 11  St. Clare 

8:30am    +Vito Baldini 

Thursday, August 12  St. Jane Frances de Chantal 

8:30am  +Ellen Garty 

Friday, August 13  SS. Pontian and Hippoolytus 

8:30am  Sharon and Miguel Pulido and Family 

Saturday, August 14  St. Maximilian Kolbe 

8:30am   For Vocations 

4:00pm  +Vincent and Anna Carbone; and 

     Anthony DiSante 

Sunday, August 15   

8:00am  +Graziano and Angela Fabiano�

9:30am  Merlyn Sifontis 

11:30am   +Michael DeLone 

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

�

Readings for the Week of August 8, 2021 

 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:4-8/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 

  Eph 4:30—5:2/Jn 6:41-51 

Monday:  Dt 10:12-22/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/ 

  Mt 17:22-27 

Tuesday:  2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/ 

  Jn 12:24-26 

Wednesday:  Dt 34:1-12/Ps 66:1-3a, 5 and 8, 16-17/ 

  Mt 18:15-20 

Thursday:  Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17/Ps 114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/

  Mt 18:21—19:1 

Friday:   Jos 24:1-13/Ps 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-22 and  

  24/Mt 19:3-12 

Saturday:  Jos 24:14-29/Ps 16:1-2a, and 5, 7-8, 11/ 

  Mt 19:13-15 

Next Sunday:  Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-

  7, 9-10, 13-14/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28  

  Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 

  12, 16/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

 The lens through which we view life makes a differ-

ence. It also determines who we choose to learn from and what 

we allow to shape our thoughts and feelings. For many, life is 

simply what it appears to be, a given that either through evolu-

tion or some other means just came to be. There is no apparent 

rhyme or reason to things and things can be dissected and un-

derstood only in terms of what they empirically present. To the 

person using this lens, a tree is a tree and a flower is a flower. 

Their composition and existence can be understood only to the 

extent that current human knowledge allows. Through this lens, 

what gives life purpose and meaning? This lens has an essential-

ly unknown beginning and definite end. Once those are accept-

ed, the middle becomes some kind of pursuit of happiness, 

with values and principles being things that are self-created and 

found acceptable. 

 But there is a Divine lens 

that also exists and deserves men-

tion. It is found when one stumbles 

upon faith and begins to see things 

differently. This lens is of God and 

reveals a Divine Energy and Life 

that flows through and in all things. Faith then shows us that all 

that lives come from this one Source of Love. This is the only 

true lens that can give human beings the purpose and meaning 

they desperately need. From this perspective, all of life is much 

more than what is immediately apparent! It now tells and re-

veals a story about God generous, creative, and unconditional 

love! The unfolding of the human story is the unfolding of 

God’s story. What meaning our lives have when they are 

viewed as a part of God’s love affair with humanity! We are 

indeed special. 

 The lens of our faith asks us to learn from Jesus Christ. 

Jesus, as the real Bread of Life, shows us our eternal destiny 

and completes and frames our lives. It is only in allowing our-

selves to be taught by Jesus, that faith, hope, and love take on 

much greater importance. All the relationships in our lives are 

now structured and ordered using God’s primary command-

ment of love. Jesus, then, is not just some man who lived at 

some point in history. Jesus is the incarnate Son of God who 

shows us the way, the truth, and the life. Using this lens chang-

es things up a great deal. Looking at the creation that surrounds 

you and the special unique people you love, what is God trying 

to teach you about His love for you and the eternal life He 

wants you to have? 

Next weekend we welcome Sr. Mary Cecilia 

and Sr. Nancy to our parish. The Sisters repre-

sent the African Sisters Education Collabo-

rative. This collaborative program assists the 

many communities of religious Sisters working 

in Africa to carry on their ministry through 

financial assistance.  The Sisters are here to ask for our prayers 

and financial support for this program. We will take up a sec-

ond collection next week at all Masses to help the Sisters.  En-

velopes will be provided in the pews.  The visit of the Sisters is 

sponsored by the Society of the Propagation of the Faith of the 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia. �
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ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM 

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed. 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Yosan Gabriel, Jenell Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, 

Leslie Wade, Esmond Family, Scott Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, 

A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, Christian Lafty, Lisa 

Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald Graham, Jean 

Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, Maureen Doran 

Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa Gilliam, Suzanne 

Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina Simon, Carmelnina 

Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, Samantha Johnson, Holly, 

Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles Epps, Ramona Wade, David 

and Gay Cooper, Lori Cooper, Jack Weber, Dolores M. Hasson 

+++++++ 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For the Mercedarian Friars 

 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions; For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

WE CELEBRATE TWO SAINTS THIS WEEK  

WHOSE LIVES GAVE GREAT WITNESS TO CHRIST  

DURING WORD WAR II 

 

 

“O my God, fill my soul with 

holy joy, courage and strength 

to serve You.  Enkindle Your 

love in me and then walk with 

me along the next stretch of 

road before me.  I do not see 

very far ahead, but when I 

have arrived where the horizon now closes down, a new prospect will open 

before me and I shall meet with peace.” 

 

Edith Stein was born October 12, 1891 (the Feast of Atonement) 

to a Jewish family in Breslau, Germany.  Though she became 

agnostic in her teen years, through her passionate study of 

philosophy as an adult she searched after truth and found it 

in reading the autobiography of St. Teresa of Jesus.  In 1922, 

she was baptized a Catholic, and in 1933 entered the Dis-

calaced Carmel of Cologne where she took the name of Tere-

sa Benedicta of the Cross.  

 

During the Nazi occupation she was sent to the Carmel in 

Echt, Netherlands.  When the Nazis occupied the Nether-

lands all Jews and Jewish converts were arrested.  Sr. Teresa 

Benedicta and her sister Rosa were arrested at this time.  She 

said to Rosa, “Come.  Let us go and die for our people.” 

  

Sister Teresa Benedicta was gassed and cremated at Ausch-

witz on August 9, 1942 and died a martyr for the Christian 

faith after having offered herself as a holocaust for the people 

of Israel.  A woman of singular intelligence and learning, she 

left behind a body of writing notable for its doctrinal richness 

and profound spirituality.  She was beatified by Pope John 

Paul II at Cologne, Germany on May 1, 1987 and canonized 

on October 11, 1998.  Her feast day is August 9th. 

 

Courage and sacrificial love 

mark the life of St. Maximili-

an Kolbe. He became a priest 

of the Franciscan order. Dedi-

cated with evangelization, he 

published a magazine to teach 

the Catholic faith and encour-

age devotion to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. During the Nazi 

occupation of Poland, Fr. 

Kolbe was arrested and sent 

to Auschwitz. One day a pris-

oner escaped from the camp. The Nazi punishment was 

harsh. For one escapee, 10 must die in his place. The guards 

picked 10 men at random. One began to beg for his life on 

behalf of his family, and another man stepped forward and 

offered to take his place. Fr. Kolbe was sentenced, along with 

the other nine men, to death by starvation. For this "martyr of 

Auschwitz," a life of devotion culminated in one heroic, 

Christlike act. His feast day is August 14th.  

On August 10, 1218, Peter Nolasco and 

two companions were received as the first 

members of the Order of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary of Mercy, --Mercedarian Friars-- 

founded for the redemption of captive 

Christians. The Order was established 

in Barcelona, Spain and its origins had the 

character of living as a community 

of friars, that is, composed of both priests 

and brothers.  

 

The purpose of the Order's founding was to ransom those 

Christians who were held captive because of their faith in 

Christ.  Often in prisons, these Christians suffered greatly until 

they publicly renounced their faith in Christ, thus committing 

apostasy.  Saint Peter Nolasco, inspired by our Blessed Mother, 

with his followers, saw an urgent need to put into practice the 

words of Jesus: "I was in prison and you came to visit me." and "No 

greater love than this is to lay down one's life for one's friends." 

 

There were other religious communities and organizations 

within the Church dedicated to this work.  However, what 

made the Mercedarians unique among them was their Marian 

spirit and imitation of Christ the Redeemer.  Saint Peter Nolas-

co required his friars to profess a Fourth Vow: namely, to give 

everything, including their lives, should it be necessary, for the 

redemption of the captive and oppressed.  This meant that the 

Mercedarians were required even to physically exchange them-

selves with the suffering Christians, allowing their free-

dom. Through this special consecration, the Order dedicated all 

of its energies and possessions towards this same goal -- the 

liberation of captive Christians. Thus, the first friars put their 

possessions and their very lives at the disposal of their neigh-

bor.  As the Order celebrates its 803rd anniversary we send our 

best wishes to all the Friars. 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an 
ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6333


