
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 

�������������	
����
�������

����������������
	���������
��



O�� L��� 	
 L	����� C������ P�����������, PA�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 

 

Sunday, September 5   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  +Daisy Gray 

11:30am   +Kenneth Daly 

8:00pm  +Lawrence Robert Solomon 

Monday, September 6   

8:30am  +James M. Doyle, Jr. 

Tuesday, September 7   

8:30am    +Vito Baldini 

Wednesday, September 8  Nativity of the BVM 

8:30am    +Fr. Peppino Pais, O.de M. 

Thursday, September 9  St. Peter Claver 

8:30am  Ashleith Procknow 

Friday, September 10   

8:30am  +All Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday, September 11   

8:30am   +Deceased Mercedarians 

4:00pm  +Edward and Marie Loney 

Sunday, September 12   

8:00am  +Anthony Barbera�

9:30am  Stephen Jimmo 

11:30am   +Joan Brunner; and Deceased of the 

    Martinelli and Brunner Family�

8:00pm  Pro Populo 

�

Readings for the Week of September 5, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Is 35:4-7a/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 2:1-5/ 

  Mk 7:31-37 

Monday:  Col 1:24—2:3/Ps 62:6-7, 9/Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday:  Col 2:6-15/Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11/Lk 6:12-19 

Wednesday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/ 

  Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

Thursday: Col 3:12-17/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 6:27-38 

Friday:   1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14/Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 

  11/Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday:  1 Tm 1:15-17/Ps 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a and 6-7/ 

  Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday:  Is 50:5-9a/Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jas 2:14 

  -18/Mk 8:27-3 

From the time we are born into this world until we die, our 

human radar picks up signals about how to respond to life. 

What we picked up on when we were very young carries an 

even greater power. The messages we receive and process 

tell us what we are “supposed” to do with our feelings, 

how to understand and cope with disappointment, anxiety, 

failure, death, illness, and what to expect out of life. As life 

unfolds for us, these radar messages kick in and resonate in 

us at very deep levels. Sometimes what we have learned is 

helpful and sometimes it is not. The stories we have been 

told, especially when we are young, about how life is best 

lived and how to negotiate its pain carry a heavy weight. 

Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it real-

ly hurts to be a human being. It also can be quite unpre-

dictable and, at times, unfair. We face our vulnerability and 

brokenness of all kinds: physical, emotional, and spiritual. 

It doesn’t take much 

for life to quickly fall 

apart. What we knew 

to be familiar and true 

is gone and something 

we relied upon, physi-

cally, emotionally, or 

spiritually, can be tak-

en away. It is hard to 

confront our limitations and sit with our incompleteness. 

Often, life hurts us so much that we find ourselves sitting 

in a pool of sadness, not sure what we are supposed to do. 

It is particularly hard when the signals we have inherited 

tell us that we need to be successful in what we do, and we 

have to avoid life’s unfairness. We can feel like a failure, 

wondering what precisely we did to deserve this fate, or 

ruminate about what we did not do correctly. But it’s really 

not about us. We are part of a bigger picture and a much 

more fascinating story! 

If we cease doing battle with life’s incompleteness and see 

ourselves, as God does, on a journey toward wholeness 

and completeness we can better accept our disappoint-

ments and stand firm. The prophets told us, and Jesus reas-

sured us: Be strong! Fear not! Sometimes we have to up-

date our stories and replace them with newer, more accu-

rate ones. When we make God’s story our own and tune 

our radar into His voice, what we hear is all about restora-

tion, healing, and rejuvenation! This is true even when we 

think we have hit rock bottom and can go no further. 

There is always hope. Remember the words of Julian of 

Norwich: God made us, God loves us, and God keeps us. 

Now, listen to God when He says, “be opened!” Be healed 

and allow your stories to change. 
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ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM 

Please remember the souls of the faithfully departed. 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Yosan Gabriel, Jenell Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, 

Leslie Wade, Esmond Family, Scott Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, 

A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, Christian Lafty, Lisa 

Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald Graham, Jean 

Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, Maureen Doran 

Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa Gilliam, Suzanne 

Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina Simon, Carmelnina 

Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, Samantha Johnson, Holly, 

Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles Epps, Ramona Wade, David 

and Gay Cooper, Lori Cooper, Jack Weber, Dolores M. Hasson, 

Miguel Pulido, Matthew Pulido, Alex Julius Wade 

+++++++ 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

The dignity of all workers and those  

Students and teachers returning to school 

++++++ 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community 

 

Total Collection for Sunday August 29th 7,249.51 

 

Offertory:  $6,490.67 

Electronic Giving:  $758.84 

 

Our Mission Collection for the Sisters program in Africa was 

$3,000.00  Thank You! 

As we celebrate Labor Day, can you tell me about  

Catholic teaching regarding labor?  

 

One of the most important principles of Catholic social teaching 

is the dignity of work and the rights of workers. Four encyclicals 

address this foundational social teaching: 

Rerum Novarum (1891) by Leo XIII, Quad-

ragesimo Anno (1931) by Pius XI, Laborem 

Exercens (1981), and Centesimus Annus 

(1991) by John Paul II. They address 

both the theology and dignity of work. In 

Genesis, God takes the initiative in creat-

ing the world, calling forth human beings to be faithful stewards 

of creation. We are thus formed to share in God’s continuing 

creative activity by partnering with God in finishing the world 

and helping bring it to completion and fulfillment. From this 

perspective, work can be spiritually understood in terms of shar-

ing in God’s ongoing activity to build, create, and transform the 

world. Human beings are co-creators with God. This vocation 

demands self-discipline.  

 

Besides an exercise in self-discipline, work is also the means by 

which we develop and fulfill ourselves. In work, we shape the 

world and our environment. Through work, we also shape our-

selves. Pope John Paul II summarized this point in Laborem Exer-

cens #6, “the value of work is not primarily the kind of work being done, 

but the fact that the one who is doing it is a person.”  

 

Labor Day offers an excellent opportunity to reflect on how we 

view work in light of our Catholic social teaching. 

 

The parish office  will be closed  

on Labor Day in observance of the national holiday 

 

 

 

Our Parish Picnic will be 

Sunday, September  26th 

MERION TRIBUTE HOUSE  

from 1:00 to 4:00 pm.�

Parish Picnic Reservation 

�

 

Family Name_____________________________________ 

 

Number of parishioners coming_______________ 

 

Phone number____________________________________ 

 

Email___________________________________________ 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth 

since at least the sixth century. A September 

birth was chosen because the Eastern 

Church begins its Church year with Sep-

tember. The September 8 date helped deter-

mine the date for the feast of the Immacu-

late Conception on December 8. 

 

Scripture does not give an account of 

Mary’s birth. However, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of 

James fills in the gap. This work has no historical value, but it 

does reflect the development of Christian piety. According to 

this account, Anna and Joachim are infertile but pray for a 

child. They receive the promise of a child who will advance 

God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like many 

biblical counterparts, stresses the special presence of God in 

Mary’s life from the beginning. 

 

Saint Augustine connects Mary’s birth with Jesus’ saving 

work. He tells the earth to rejoice and shine forth in the light 

of her birth. “She is the flower of the field from whom 

bloomed the precious lily of the valley. Through her birth the 

nature inherited from our first parents is changed.” The open-

ing prayer at Mass speaks of the birth of Mary’s Son as the 

dawn of our salvation, and asks for an increase of peace. 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an 
ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6333


