
 

Founded in 1894 our parish is served by the Mercedarian Friars 

     Father Michael Rock, O. de M., pastor 
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Sunday, September 19   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  +Raymond and Joan Colombaro 

11:30am   +Mario Armenio 

8:00pm  +John Corrigan 

Monday, September 20  St. Andrew Tae-gõn 

8:30am  Br. Raymond J. Colombaro, O.de M. 

Tuesday, September 21  St. Matthew the Apostle 

8:30am    +Alex, Mary, and Bruno Baldini 

Wednesday, September 22   

8:30am    +Christine Shiiba 

Thursday, September 23  St. Pio Pietrelcina 

8:30am  +Lawrence Robert Solomon 

Friday, September 24  Our Lady of Mercy 

8:30am  For Mercedarians 

Saturday, September 25   

8:30am   Maria Burkhalter 

4:00pm  +Gy/MSgt. Frederick Capone 

Sunday, September 26   

8:00am  Pro Populo�

9:30am  Fatima Consecration of Russia 

11:30am   Maynard and Deborah Everett 

8:00pm  +All Souls in Purgatory 

�

Readings for the Week of September 19, 2021 

 

Sunday:  Wis 2:12, 17-20/Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6-8/Jas  

  3:16—4:3/Mk 9:30-37 

Monday:  Ezr 1:1-6/Ps 126:1b-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/ 

  Lk 8:16-18 

Tuesday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 

Wednesday:  Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2, 3-4a, 4befghn, 7-8/ 

  Lk 9:1-6 

Thursday:  Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/ 

  Lk 9:7-9 

Friday:   Hg 2:1-9/Ps 43:1, 2, 3, 4/Lk 9:18-22 

Saturday:  Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13/ 

  Lk 9:43b-45 

Next Sunday:  Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14/ 

  Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

STEWARDSHIP A WAY OF LIFE 

Our Lady of Lourdes - A Tithing Community 

 

 

Total Collection for Sunday  

September 5th $9,585.19 

September 12th $7,351.48 

 

Thank you for your generous support to our parish 

There is something about being first. Whether it be first in 

line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to finish 

their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos love being 

first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, gives us a 

sense of pride and positions us to feel better than others. 

When we are first, we can glory in our efforts, skills, and 

achievements. Isn’t that what really matters? After all, we are 

taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay on top, be 

the best at what we do, and win the praise and esteem of oth-

ers. This is the stuff that makes us successful and provides us 

with a comfortable, satisfying life. 

 

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over 

mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be first? 

Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is the op-

posite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious about 

following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must put the 

needs of others before our own. If we continue to listen only 

to the noise of the world, we are going to continue to believe 

the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in many forms, 

but all have things in common: me before you, being on top 

and not the bottom, us versus them, personal security over 

universal harmony and peace. When are we going to learn 

that always striving to be the best and first is an empty pursuit 

in our struggle for happiness? While satisfying our ego with 

this momentary boost of esteem may feel good for a mo-

ment, is it what we really desire? 

 

If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space of 

sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen and see that 

we are being called in another direction. What we really desire 

is not the bolstering of our 

egos but the innocence we 

lost somewhere along the 

way. When we can be playful, 

joyful, and even somewhat 

carefree, life is good. We 

want our relationships to 

work, a place to call home, 

and to live peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a 

servant can do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from 

self-concern in order to be used by God. Rather than worry-

ing about being first and coming out on top, we can be in-

spired, guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop 

worrying about being first and put greater energy into feeling 

joy. 

Best wishes to Bro. Raymond who celebrates his birth-

day this Sunday and Bro. Matthew for his Feast Day 

on Tuesday.  A very special Happy Feast Day to all the 

Mercedarian community as they celebrate the Solem-

nity of Our Lady of Mercy on Friday. 
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REMEMBER OUR SICK 

Dorothy Hardy, Kurt Mohammed, Patricia Nicholson, Colin 

Ramberan, Avery Lofton, Eugene Colombaro, Monica Ramberan, 

Yosan Gabriel, Jenell Sifontis, Cathy Norman, Sabrina Freeman, 

Leslie Wade, Esmond Family, Scott Stierheim, Sr. Mary Charles, 

A.S.S.P., Mecca Taylor, Melissa Becker, Christian Lafty, Lisa 

Becker, Debbie Everett, Nigel Simon, Donald Graham, Jean 

Hargraves, Marci Wade, Mary Frances Doran, Maureen Doran 

Hendrix, Melissa Potts, Cayla Wade, Theresa Gilliam, Suzanne 

Dupre, Indramattie Somwaru, John Bricker, Alina Simon, Carmelnina 

Desiderio, Graham Family, Chuck Murrin, Samantha Johnson, Holly, 

Damon, and Stephen Anthony, Charles Epps, Ramona Wade, David 

and Gay Cooper, Lori Cooper, Jack Weber, Dolores M. Hasson, 

Miguel Pulido, Matthew Pulido, Alex Julius Wade, Bernadette Sanchez 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp intention is:  

For the Mercedarian Community 

 

We offer to anyone who may wish to ‘donate’ for the following “Memorials”:   

For personal intentions;  For your beloved dead; and/or For the living 

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church - $15.00 per week 

Saint Matthew was a Jew who worked for the occu-

pying Roman forces, collecting taxes from other 

Jews. The Romans were not scrupulous about what 

the “tax farmers” got for themselves. Hence the lat-

ter, known as “publicans,” were generally hated as 

traitors by their fellow Jews. The Pharisees lumped 

them with “sinners” (see Matthew 9:11-13). So it was 

shocking to them to hear Jesus call such a man to 

be one of his intimate followers. 

 

From such an unlikely situation, Jesus chose one of 

the foundations of the Church, a man others, judg-

ing from his job, thought was not holy enough for 

the position. But Matthew was honest enough to admit that he was 

one of the sinners Jesus came to call. He was open enough to rec-

ognize truth when he saw him. “And he got up and followed 

him” (Matthew 9:9b). 

 

The Ukrainian Cathedral of the 

Immaculate Conception, 830 N. 

Franklin St. presents a teaching 

and exposition of Sacred Relics on 

Sunday September 19 at 12 

noon.  Father Carlos Martins of 

the Companions of the Cross will 

be here with an extraordinary Vati-

can collection of over 150 relics, 

some as old as 2000 years.  Among the treasures will be relics of St. 

Joseph, St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little Flower”), 

St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, 

and St. Faustina Kowalska.  There will also be a portion of the Veil 

of Our Lady and one of the largest remaining pieces of the True 

Cross in the world.  Those in attendance will be able to examine 

and venerate each relic.  Throughout history, many healings have 

been worked in the presence of relics; and thousands have occurred 

through this ministry.  Do not miss this opportunity.  You are en-

couraged to bring your articles of devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, 

etc.) and pictures of ill friends/family members, which you will be 

able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of intercession.  This is a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.   

Last Call! If you plan to 

attend the parish picnic 

next Sunday at Merion 

Tribute House we must 

have an RSVP and num-

ber of those attending by 

Wednesday.  Please call Denise at the parish office, 215-473-

1669 or email her at: parishsecretary@ourladylourdes.org 

OUR LADY OF MERCY 

The title “Merced” is first of all 

“mercy”. The Virgin is merciful and 

her children should be also. This 

means that we must come to her 

first of all with the desire to become 

like Jesus merciful. 

 

It was during the time in which 

Muslims would plunder the coasts 

and would take Christians as slaves 

to Africa. The horrendous condition of these victims was indescrib-

able. Many would loose their faith thinking that God has aban-

doned them. Peter Nolasco was a merchant. He decided to invest 

his fortune to free the greatest number of slaves possible. He would 

remember the phrase from the Gospel: “But store up treasures in heav-

en, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and 

steal.” (Matthew 6:20). 

 

In the year 1203 Peter Nolasco a lay man began the freeing of the 

captives in Venice, freeing with his own wealth 300 captives. He 

forms a group willing to place their goods in common and organiz-

es expeditions to negotiate the freeing of the slaves. Their trade as 

merchants made this work easier. They would trade to rescue slaves. 

When their money ran out they formed confraternities to raise 

funds “almsgiving for the captives”. But there comes a time when all 

help is exhausted and Peter Nolasco intends to enter a religious 

order or retire to the dessert. He enters a stage of reflection and 

profound prayer.  

 

Nolasco asks God for help, and as a sign of divine mercy, the 

Blessed Virgin Mary responds that he should found a liberating 

congregation. The night of August 1 through 2 of 1218, the Blessed 

Virgin appears to Peter Nolasco, to communicate to him her desire 

to found a congregation that would free captives. The Blessed Vir-

gin Mary moved the heart of Peter Nolasco to formalize the work 

that he and his companions were already doing. The Blessed Virgin 

calls Peter Nolasco and reveals her desire of liberator through an 

order dedicated to the freeing of the captives from the Muslims, 

exposed to loose their faith.  

 

That is how it was at the beginning. The first location was the hos-

pital of St. Eulalia, next to the royal palace in Barcelona. There they 

would take in the homeless, poor, and captives that had returned 

from the Moor lands and had no place to go. They continued the 

labor that they were once doing of creating conscience of the slaves 

in order to raise money to free them. They would go out each year 

on expeditions to liberate the slaves. St. Peter personally continued 

his trips seeking Christian slaves.  

 

In the year 1696, Pope Innocent XII extended the feast of Our 

Lady of Mercy for the whole Church, and set its date for Septem-

ber 24.  Happy Feast Day to all the Friars! 
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Ground Maintenance 
 Design/Construction

Tree Work  Snow Removal

Landscape Contractors
John Travers • Kieran Travers

(610) 446-5007

TRAVERS

FOR ALL YOUR TAX AND BUSINESS NEEDS
We specialize in individual and business tax returns,

payroll, accounting, bookkeeping and write-up services.
Call us, we have the solution you are looking for! 

Call parishioner Joseph Hare, CPA 
 Hare, Nichols & Company, LLC Professional Income Tax Service, Inc. 
 610-566-7966 610-566-1165 
 www.hare-nichols.com www.protaxinc.com1 State Road, Media, PA 19063

Overhill Flowers
63rd & Lancaster

Your
Neighborhood Florist

For over 40 Years

Hugh McHugh and Family
215-473-1842
www.overhillflorist.com

DAVOLOS 
CLEANING

Home, Office & Commercial
Email: wecleanu@gmail.com

267-918-3008

Serving East Montco,
Philadelphia & South Jersey

Our Family Serving Your Family for Over 70 Years

 STRETCH Funeral Service, Inc.
 East Eagle at St. Denis Lane - Havertown, PA 19083

 610-446-1075 Main Line
 www.stretchfuneralhome.com

Specializing in Full Service • cremation, pre-paid FuneralS

John J. Stretch III, F.D. Supervisor • John J. Stretch, IV, F.D.
Timothy J. Stretch, F.D. • Edward Powers, F.D.

www.AvenueSmilesPhilly.com
7300 City Ave Suite 350, Philadelphia

Family & Cosmetic  
Dentistry

215-877-0900

Only One Mile From the Church

D’Anjolell 
Memorial Homes

610-356-4200
www.danjolell.com

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an 
ad today! kcarnevale@4LPi.com or  

(800) 477-4574 x6333


