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St. Catherine of Siena 

3252 Post Road,  

Warwick, Rhode Island  02886 

Phone: 401-737-4455  Fax: 401-736-0960 

www.stcatherineswarwick.org 

Saint Catherine of Siena Parish 

Saint Francis of Assisi Parish 

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am 

Tuesday and Friday: 8:30am 

CONFESSIONS 

Daily: 20 minutes prior to daily Mass 

ROSARY 

Immediately following daily Mass 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 4:30pm 

Sunday:  11:00am 

Monday and Wednesday: 8:00am 

CONFESSIONS 

Daily: 20 minutes prior to daily Mass 

Saturday: 3:45pm-4:15pm 

ROSARY 

20 minutes prior to daily Mass 

Father Pierre Plante, Pastor 

Father Richard Friedrichs, Pastor Emeritus, St. Catherine 

Father John Kiley, Pastor Emeritus, St. Francis 

Father Francis O’Hara, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. Mr. John Baker, Deacon Assistant, St. Catherine 

Sr. Joan Hawkins, SSJ, 401-781-2464 

St. Francis of Assisi 

596 Jefferson Blvd.,  

Warwick, Rhode Island  02886 

Phone: 401-737-5191  Fax: 401-737-1159 

www.stfranciswarwick.com 
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Dear Parishioners,�

   �

   � It has been some time since I have given updates on the 

status of parish planning as it affects our two parishes, partly 

because of the change of leadership at our sister parish, Sts. Rose 

& Clement and also due to the pandemic. Now, as we approach 

the impending date of my retirement in July of next year, just 8 

months away, I can report that the process is once again picking 

up steam. �

   � First of all, let’s recall where we have been with the 

planning process up to this point. Four years ago the priests of 

our Warwick, West Warwick and Coventry Deanery invited the 

director of the Diocesan Office of Planning to work with us to 

determine the best course of action for the parishes in our area as 

we were facing declining numbers of priests, mostly due to   

impending retirements, and declining attendance and revenue in 

the parishes. The parishes of West Warwick were asked to work 

together to develop a sensible plan for the future. In February of 

2017 parishioners of the Warwick parishes were invited to a  

rather large meeting at Bishop Hendricken High School to     

discuss the need for planning in our city. The parishes were 

asked to put together planning groups of about 5 people each 

which would come together with the others and discuss the   

challenges and suggest plans for the future. Not too long into the 

process it was decided that the large group would divide into 

pairings of the parishes based on location within the city and the 

willingness of the parishes to work together. Our two parishes 

were asked to work with Sts. Rose & Clement to see what sort of 

affiliation or consolidation might happen when I retire.  �

   � The planning groups of the three parishes put a lot of 

effort into their research and discussions looking at various   

issues such as statistics on Sacramental practice, the strength of 

religious education and youth programs, the conditions of the 

facilities and revenue and expenses and other pertinent matters.  

It was concluded that sooner or later the time would come when 

all three parishes would need to merge to form a more healthy 

and viable parish. A draft proposal was prepared that was      

discussed with the Vicar of Planning and Finance of the Diocese.  

This was shared with our two Parish Councils and Finance 

Councils.  It was also decided that members of all three parishes 

would begin to work together on various projects. Some of our 

parishioners joined with members of the Mother Teresa Ministry 

at Sts. Rose and Clement to provide monthly meals to the less 

fortunate. Last Lent, just before the shutdown, we had a joint 

parish mission.  �

� Unfortunately, a couple of things slowed progress in the 

implementation of the plan. First of all, Father Glover suddenly 

resigned as pastor of Sts. Rose & Clement in August of 2019 and 

it took several months before a new pastor was named, Father  

Andrew Messina, and he had to get his feet wet at his new parish�
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Please remember to bring your weekly offering 

for any weeks you are away from the parish.�

STAFF DIRECTORY�

Claire Gruneberg � Secretary/Bookkeeper, St. Catherine 

claire@stcat.necoxmail.com�

�

Julie Cox � Secretary/Bulletin Editor  �

julie@stcat.necoxmail.com�
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John Pare � Organist/Music Director�

�

Jim Sullivan � Parish Council President, St. Catherine�

jiminri@cox.net�
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Norma Malachowski �Parish Council President, St. Francis�

njm.57@verizon.net�
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ST. CATHERINE�

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18th……………………..$2,558.00�

ST. FRANCIS�

�

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18th………………...…..$1,692.00�

�

E�Giving donations are included in the weekly totals.�

  Thank you for your generosity.            �
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before moving on with plans for the future. Then, the pandemic 

hit this past spring and put a stop to most normal activities, let 

alone planning for the future. I had prepared a power point 

presentation that I wanted to share with parishioners of both 

parishes but with Masses curtailed that was not possible. I still 

hope to be able to do that but limitations on the size of meetings 

and gatherings may not make that possible.�

   � In spite of the Covid�19 restrictions, time still marches 

on and July of next year is only a bit more that 8 months away.  

Several weeks ago, Bishop Tobin contacted Fr. Messina and me 

and asked about the status of our planning. Fr. Messina and I got 

together and resurrected the original proposal that was the fruit 

of the work of the planning group. We updated it and included 

information that would be helpful for the Bishop in making a 

decision. Last week we met with Bishops Tobin and Evans and 

Father Reilly who is the Chancellor of the Diocese. Basically we 

are looking at a merger of the three parishes to be effective in 

July of 2021. The new combined parish will inherit the assets 

and liabilities of the three existing ones and will continue the 

mission of the three in the territory current served and will    

provide for the pastoral care of the people in that territory. Still 

to be determined is how the existing church buildings will be 

available for use. The Vatican, which must approve any change 

in status of a church building, is reluctant to completely shut 

down or sell church buildings without a serious reason, as they 

have been a sacred space for worship. Sometimes they remain 

available for special Masses or celebrations or even a weekly 

Mass. In our case, at this time, the capacity requirements for 

Masses due to the pandemic may have an impact on such      

considerations.�

   � Over the course of the next weeks and months I will do 

my best to keep you all informed, mostly by way of this column, 

of developments and the rationale for them. I ask you to        

continue to check the bulletin via the parish websites as we are 

still cautioned not to distribute copies in person due to the     

pandemic. We will reconvene the planning groups soon to help 

us in the implementation of the proposal and to help us to     

consider things we might otherwise miss. For the time being, I 

ask you all to keep an open mind to the process and decisions 

that are made and to continue to support our parishes. You will 

not be abandoned and you will have a home, not just of brick 

and mortar, but of fellow parishioners who will be joining with 

other like�minded parishioners to build the Kingdom of God in 

our tiny corner of the world and who will come together to   

celebrate the Sacraments, worship and give service to the least 

of our brothers and sisters. Also, feel free to contact me with any 

questions you may have. �

� � � � Father Plante        �
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Readings for the Week of October 25, 2020�

�

Sunday:�� Ex 22:20�26/Ps 18:2�3, 3�4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 

� � 1:5c�10/Mt 22:34�40  �

Monday:�� Eph 4:32�5:8/Ps 1:1�2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph �

� � 5:1]/Lk 13:10�17�

Tuesday:� Eph 5:21�33/Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 [1a]/Lk 13:18�

� � 21�

Wednesday:� Eph 2:19�22/Ps 19:2�3, 4�5 [5a]/Lk 6:12�16�

Thursday:� Eph 6:10�20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9�10 [1b]/Lk 13:31�

� � 35�

Friday:� � Phil 1:1�11/Ps 111:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [2]/Lk 14:1�6�

Saturday:� Phil 1:18b�26/Ps 42:2, 3 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7�11�

Next Sunday:� Rv 7:2�4, 9�14/Ps 24:1bc�2, 3�4ab, 5�6 [cf. �

� � 6]/1 Jn 3:1�3/Mt 5:1�12a�

JOIN US FOR MASS LIVE 

ON FACEBOOK �

�

SUNDAYS @ 9:30am�

�

Video will be available on YouTube.�

�

Visit the parish websites for  �

link to Facebook and YouTube, information on the 

Coronavirus Crisis, and e�giving, �

�

stcatherineswarwick.org �

stfranciswarwick.com�

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC MASSES�

�

Check our parishes websites as well as 

our Facebook page for the guidelines 

for St Catherine and St Francis and 

read them carefully. There is a limit to 

the number of people that can attend Mass and    

attendance will be on a first come, first serve basis.�

�

Some key points to remember:�

• The dispensation from obligation to attend Mass remains 

in effect.�

• DO NOT come to Mass if you have ANY symptom of 

illness.�

• MASKS MUST be worn.�

• Please enter from ONE door only. (St. Catherine ramp 

door, St Francis main door)�

�

We ask for your patience and understanding at this 

time.  �

�

Facebook:  St Catherine St Francis Warwick �

�

Websites:     stcatherineswarwick.org�

�     stfranciswarwick.com�

BISHOP HENDRICKEN HIGH SCHOOL �

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE�

�

Sunday, October 25, 2020 at 1:00pm�

�

Information on admissions as well as        

academics, arts, athletics, and extracurricular activities 

will be available.  �

�

Entrance exam for prospective 8th, 9th, or 10th grade 

Saturday, December 5th and December 12th at 

8:30am.�

�

For more information, call the Admissions Office at      

889�5425.�

�

�

ST. FRANCIS�

�

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24�

  4:30pm  Jacqueline Costello (2nd anniv., req. by family)�

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25�

  11:00am  Deceased Parishioners of St. Francis�

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26�

  8:00am  For the people�

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28�

  8:00am  For the people�

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31�

  4:30pm  Deceased Parishioners of St. Francis�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1�

  11:00am  Nancy Mastrati (memorial, req. by Angie)�

ST CATHERINE�

�

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25�

  7:30am  Deceased Parishioners of St. Catherine�

  9:30am  Mary A. Brousseau (4th anniv., req. by Paul & 

� Maureen Brousseau)�

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27�

  8:30am  For the people�

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30�

  8:30am  For the people�

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1�

  7:30am  Deceased Parishioners of St. Catherine�

  9:30am  Joe Dutra (1st anniv., req .by wife, Filomena �

� Dutra)�

�

Mass intentions may be booked no more 

than 1�2 weeks in advance.  �

GIFT CARD COLLECTION�

The Christian Action Committee will be     

collecting grocery store gift cards to help the 

St. Francis Social Justice Committee to     

assemble Thanksgiving baskets. Please 

place your gift card donation in the box located near 

the budget collection box at St. Catherine.�

ST. CATHERINE NEWS 

MISSALLETTES AVAILABLE �

Missallettes are available in Room 1A for any 

parishioner who would like to take one to 

keep at home to bring to Mass each week.  

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE IT IN THE 

CHURCH as they will be thrown away if left behind. �
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Urquhart - Murphy Funeral Home
800 Greenwich Avenue

Greenwood
737-3510

For Information Concerning
Pre-Need Funeral Planning
Please Call Us

Edward L. Murphy, Director
Charles N. Sewall, VP - Off. Mgr.
Robert L. DeMaula, Director
Paul J. Diamond, Director

 739-4372 established 1950
 CESARIO
 PAVING
 COMPANY

Asphalt Driveways, Parking Areas, Sidewalks,
Seal Coating, Cement and Landscape Construction 

Excavating, Loam Delivered, Snow Plowing and Sanding
JOAN CESARIO - Owner, RI Reg. 4541

91 Deerfield Dr., Warwick, RI 02886

Mary Miga - Taylor, R.N. 
Director of Nursing Services

  83 Corona Street (401) 737-9193
 Warwick, RI 02886 SunnyView@verizon.net

PAWTUXET
MEMORIAL PARK

“In a Fine Tradition”
100 Harrison Ave., Warwick, RI 02888

781-4600
Pre-Arranged Burial Estates

Interest Free Program

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad  
today! smassien@4LPi.com or (330) 714-2840

33 Locust Avenue, Warwick | 401-250-8824
www.primarycareauto.com

We Service All Makes  
and Models.

FIVE-STAR  
SERVICE RATING!

Family Owned


