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Gospel Reflection 

 

12

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

There are many things of which we can be afraid: being 

rebuked, rejection, anger, being challenged, having to 

defend ourselves, standing alone, insecurity, failure, and 

even death. For some, identifying and overcoming their 

fears is a daunting task. Regardless of how much they may 

want to break the cycle of fear, they find that they remain 

close friends with old and dysfunctional behavioral habits 

and norms. Maybe what they really fear is change. There 

are many who gravitate to the familiar and comfortable, 

and find safety and security in doing so, even if they remain 

mired in mediocrity. Human beings have to learn that there 

is life beyond the “what has always been” and that 

happiness and depth are possible when old structures and 

systems have to be left behind. 

 

Can you leave the near and dear, the comfortable and 

familiar, the safe and secure, and discover new 

opportunities? The shear thought of doing so can bring on 

feelings of apprehension, intense anger, resentment, 

defensiveness, reluctance, resistance, and even apathy. If 

we have to be responsible for making the change, 

cowardice can creep in. If someone else is to blame for 

making the change, any number of possible negative 

reactions are possible. In the end, only one thing is required 

and that is God. If I can rely on and deepen my relationship 

with God, especially in the Eucharist along with a 

community of believers, then little else is of great concern. 

We have to figure out what is really important. It is not 

always what we think. 

 

The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new things, 

not to remain stuck and stagnant in familiar ways. We are 

asked to live life more deliberately, radically, and 

intentionally. We are asked to leave the familiar behind and 

learn to live with changing, and often limiting, human 

structures. We cannot get too caught up in the physical, 

ideological, or structural systems we are used to. The Holy 

Spirit always leads and guides us. If we trust this, we will 

find ourselves doing things we never thought we could do. 

Always seek the path to joy and love. They keep us from 

falling victim to our fears and from seeking the nostalgic 

crutches we think we need to achieve a sense of well-being 

and happiness.                   ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Jeremiah 20:10-13  The word on the street is gr im, but 

God champions the life of the poor. 

 

Psalm 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35  The lowly will be rescued 

from insult, shame, and shunning. 

 

Romans 5:12-15  All have sinned. Only one saves. 

 

Matthew 10:26-33  Nothing is unknown to God or  

outside of divine control. 

Readings for the week of June 21, 2020 

Sunday:    Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35  

    [14c]/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 

Monday:   2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5,  

    12-13 [7b]/Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 

 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11 [cf. 9d]/Mt 7:6, 

 12-14 

Wednesday:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 

 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Thursday:  2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/

    Mt 7:21-29 

Friday:   2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6  

    [6ab]/Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday:   Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 

    6-7, 20-21 [19b]/Mt 8:5-17 

Next Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 

    18-19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37- 

    42 

©LPi 

        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 6/20-6/28 

 

Sat./Sun., 6/20-6/21 – Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. John Billow (birthday remembrance) 

 by the Family 

9:00 a.m. For the intentions of newly ordained 

 Deacon Casey Weber 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

Monday, 6/22 – Saint Paulinus of Nola; Saints John Fisher and 

          Thomas More 

9:00 a.m. Prof. James Castagna by Roy Girasa 

 

Tuesday, 6/23 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Wednesday, 6/24 – The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

9:00 a.m. Thomas & Mary Fox 

 

Thursday, 6/25 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

 

Friday, 6/26 – Weekday 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 6/27-6/28 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Marcia Favreau (birthday remembrance) 

 by the Family 

9:00 a.m. For the deceased, past, and present priests 

 of our parish by St. John’s Sodality 

11:00 a.m. James Meskun by Linda Meskun 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many    

sparrows. Everyone who acknowledges me before others I 

will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. But whoever 

denies me before others, I will deny before my heavenly 

Father.” - Mt 10:31-33 



June 24 

 

John was the son of Zechariah and  

Elizabeth through a graced post-

menopausal conception (Luke 1). John 

would have been raised with an       

intimate knowledge of Jewish doctrine 

and religious practice, due to his    

father being a Levite priest. Elizabeth 

is a “kinswoman” of Mary. While not in the same nuclear 

family, the two were close enough that Mary would journey 

to spend several months with Elizabeth during her        

pregnancy. We don’t know how close John and Jesus were 

as children, but they certainly knew of one another as  

cousins. 

 

Luke 3 tells us he began his ministry in “the fifteenth year 

of the reign of Tiberias Caesar,” roughly 29 A.D. He lived 

as a hermit with clear ascetic practices, such as rough  

clothing and a simple vegetarian diet. Despite his           

remoteness, John’s ministry was prophetic. People came 

from across the region to be baptized in water as a sign of 

repentance. John, however, continually pointed beyond 

himself to the one who was to come: Jesus Christ. John the 

Baptist’s call to repentance extended to the rules of his day. 

John critiqued the local rulers, Herod Antipas and his wife 

Herodias. Previously, Herodias had been married to       

Antipas’ brother, Herod Philip, but had betrayed him, left 

him, and married his more powerful brother. John was   

arrested for the slight and was eventually executed (Mark 

6). This martyrdom prophetically anticipates the trials that 

awaited Christ and his followers. In life and death, John the 

Baptist served as the herald of the Messiah.             ©LPi 
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The Peter’s Pence Collection will be taken up next 

weekend, June 27 - 28.  The purpose of the Peter's 

Pence Collection is to provide Pope Francis with the 

financial means to respond to those who are suffering as a 

result of war, oppression, natural disaster, and disease.   

Thank you for your generosity.  For more information, visit 

www.usccb.org/peters-pence. 

 

The Cemetery Committee would like to remind anyone 

who leaves plants at St. John’s Cemetery to please 

remember to water them during the hot summer months.  

Pots and other containers placed on the ground may be 

damaged by the mowers attempting to trim around the 

stones, so we strongly recommend that shepherd’s hooks 

be used to avoid breakage.  Dead plants and flowers will be 

removed from the cemetery. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 
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Ordinary Time 

 

The every seven-day celebration of the Lord’s Day is the 

basic structure upon which the Church Year is built.  The 

great liturgical seasons of Advent-Christmas and Lent-

Easter are more expansive celebrations of particular       

aspects of the one paschal mystery which we celebrate 

every Lord’s Day.  These special seasons focus our       

attention upon critical dimensions of one mystery, a mystery 

so overwhelming that we are compelled to separate out its 

various elements for particular attention.  These seasons in 

no way minimize the critical importance of the Sunday    

celebration throughout the rest of the year. 

 

Ordinary Time is not very ordinary at all.  Ordinary Time, the 

celebration of Sunday, is the identifying mark of the     

Christian community which comes together, remembering 

that on this first day of the week the Lord of Life was raised 

up and creation came at last to completion.  Sunday as a 

day of play and worship is a sacrament of redeemed time.  

How we live Sunday proclaims to the world what we believe 

about redeemed time now and for ever. 

 

Vestment colors are used to represent the mood of the 

Mass being celebrated.  There are four standard vestment 

colors.  Green, a sign of life and growth, represents         

Ordinary Time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many families will miss  

Totus Tuus this summer! 

 

Therefore, you are invited to participate in an at home        

Diocesan Program; 

Exodus: Trusting in God as we journey to Freedom. 

 

This program will have five lessons.  Each lesson will take 

approximately one hour.  They are geared toward K-5    

graders, but are adaptable to suit the whole family; perfect 

for quiet time, a rainy day or simply an opportunity to reflect 

on greater truths and hope during these difficult times. 

 

•  Take an imaginary trip to Ancient Egypt - Land of       

 Pharaohs and pyramids 

•  Examine our Catholic connections 

•  Ten Commandments 

•  Passover 

•  Journey to the Promised Land 

 

These easy lessons will include everything you need to    

facilitate prayer, reflection and fun while growing your family 

faith this summer. 

 

•  music 

•  crafts 

•  skits 

•  games 

 

Lessons and all materials will be available mid-July for you 

to complete at your own pace. 

 

The registration fee is $10.00 per family. 

We will make arrangements to get the materials to you. 

(For families experiencing financial hardship, 

we will waive the fee.) 

 

TRUST IN GOD AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY 

OF FAITH WITH YOUR FAMILY! 
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303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

Son
ny’s
Blue Benn Diner

“Breakfast Served All Day”
Dinner Weds., Thurs., Fri.

Hours:
Mon-Tues: 6am-5pm

Weds-Thurs-Fri: 6am-8pm
Sat: 6am-4pm • Sun: 7am-4pm

Your Hosts:
Sonny & Mary Lou Monroe

314 North St., Bennington

802-442-5140

This Space 
is Available

THIS SPACE IS


