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Question of the Week 

Calling Priests Father 

 

Why do Catholics call priests Father? 

 

One of the common objections evangelical Christians have 

to Catholics is our practice of calling priests by the title 

Father. They will often cite a passage in Matthew’s Gospel 

in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no one on earth 

your father; you have but one Father in heaven” (23:19). It 

seems pretty straightforward, but when we put this verse in 

context, we see that Jesus is speaking out against religious 

leaders who had forgotten what their proper role was and 

who were bad examples through their own hypocrisy and 

elitist attitudes.  

 

In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the title father 

for different characters, such as in the Parable of Lazarus 

and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31) and the Parable of the 

Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put the verse from 

Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, he isn’t 

saying that we can’t use words like “father,” “rabbi,” or 

“master.” Rather, he is telling us that we should be mindful 

of the full meaning of those titles and not to misuse them.  

 

To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect for 

the office of the priesthood. It goes all the way back to the 

way St. Paul understood his own work as a missionary and 

evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you in this way not 

to shame you but to admonish you as my beloved children 

… It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus through my 

preaching of the Gospel. I beg you, then, be imitators of 

me. This is why I have sent you Timothy, my beloved and 

faithful son in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-17).  

 

Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but there 

are also those here with us who nurture and nourish our 

faith through their teaching and care. This is why the title 

of Father has been applied to the church’s pastors in 

different ways since the earliest days of the Church, 

including monks and nuns using the title “abbot” and 

“abbess” (from abba) for their spiritual leaders and 

Christians around the world recognizing the “Holy Father” 

or “pope” (from papa) as the head of the family that is the 

Church. The title Father is a reminder that priests have a 

special responsibility to care for, protect, feed, listen to, and 

nourish those who have been entrusted to them, all after the 

example of our Father in heaven who never ceases to give 

us what we truly need.                   ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a  A woman of Shunem makes 

room for a prophet. 

Psalm 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19  God keeps promises with all 

fidelity and kindness. 

Romans 6:3-4, 8-11  Death has no power  over  the one 

baptized into the death and life of Christ. 

Matthew 10:37-42  Whatever  is done for  the sake of 

Christ will not go unrewarded. 

Readings for the week of June 28, 2020 

Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18- 

   19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 

Monday:  Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [5b]/2 

   Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday:  Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8 [9a]/ 

   Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12- 

   13, 16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/Mt  

   9:1-8 

Friday:  Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn  

   20:24-29 

Saturday:  Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 

   [cf. 9b]/Mt 9:14-17 

Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14  

   [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 
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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 6/27-7/5 

 

Sat./Sun., 6/27-6/28 – Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Marcia Favreau (birthday remembrance) 

 by the Family 

9:00 a.m. For the deceased, past, and present priests 

 of our parish by St. John’s Sodality 

11:00 a.m. James Meskun by Linda Meskun 

 

Monday, 6/29 – Saints Peter and Paul 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Tuesday, 6/30 – The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Wednesday, 7/1 – Saint Junípero Serra  

9:00 a.m. Lisa French by Lee & Susan Harrington 

 

Thursday, 7/2 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Friday, 7/3 – Saint Thomas 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/4-7/5 – Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Antonio Mazzola by the Family 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more 

than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take 

up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” 

- Mt 10:37-38 



 

 

 

 

 

Diaconate Ordination of Robert Murphy 

July 24, 2020 

 

We are pleased to announce Robert Murphy's rescheduled 

Diaconate ordination date of Friday, July 24 at 1:00 p.m. at  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church in Bennington, 

Vermont.  Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions,      

capacity is limited.  We are still in the process of             

determining attendance outside of clergy and family.  As 

we find out more, we will keep you posted.  Please keep 

Robert in your prayers. 
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Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 

God wants you to love your family and 

friends.  Be kind to your mom and listen 

to her. Help your dad with chores and 

have fun with him.  But also remember to 

help people who are not in your family.  God gets excited 

when you share his love with others. 

 

Prayer 

God, show me ways to help all people who love you. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw yourself bringing homemade cookies to a neighbor. 

 

Mission for the Week 

Together as a family send a care package to a missionary 

family. 

 

©LPiResourceCenter.com 
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The Cemetery Committee would like to remind 

anyone who leaves plants at St. John’s Cemetery 

to please remember to water them during the hot 

summer months.  Pots and other containers placed 

on the ground may be damaged by the mowers 

attempting to trim around the stones, so we  

strongly recommend that shepherd’s hooks be used to 

avoid breakage.  Dead plants and flowers will be removed 

from the cemetery.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

The Peter’s Pence Collection will be 

taken up this weekend, June 27 - 28.  The 

purpose of the Peter's Pence Collection is 

to provide Pope Francis with the financial means to respond 

to those who are suffering as a result of war, oppression, 

natural disaster, and disease.  Thank you for your          

generosity. For more information, visit www.usccb.org/

peters-pence. 

 

 

 

Vermont Interfaith Power and Light 

 

In their June Newsletter, VTIPL made a strong 

statement in regard to the untimely death of 

George Floyd in Minneapolis.  Saddened and   

dismayed they added the following words: 

 

“This must stop and we must do our part.  There 

can be no climate justice without racial justice.  Around the 

world people with fewer economic means - typically people 

of color - are those most affected by climate change, while 

contributing the least to the causes of the climate crisis.  

This is injustice.  Issues of climate, economic and social 

justice are intrinsically interrelated.” 

 

Our own Pope Francis, who also sees racism and climate 

change as moral issues, had made similar statements. 

 

~Wilma Ann Johnson 

Liaison for SHSF and SJB Parishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many families will miss  

Totus Tuus this summer! 

 

Therefore, you are invited to participate in an at home        

Diocesan Program; 

Exodus: Trusting in God as we journey to Freedom. 

 

This program will have five lessons.  Each lesson will take 

approximately one hour.  They are geared toward K-5    

graders, but are adaptable to suit the whole family; perfect 

for quiet time, a rainy day or simply an opportunity to reflect 

on greater truths and hope during these difficult times. 

 

•  Take an imaginary trip to Ancient Egypt - Land of       

 Pharaohs and pyramids 

•  Examine our Catholic connections 

•  Ten Commandments 

•  Passover 

•  Journey to the Promised Land 

 

These easy lessons will include everything you need to    

facilitate prayer, reflection and fun while growing your family 

faith this summer. 

 

•  music 

•  crafts 

•  skits 

•  games 

 

Lessons and all materials will be available mid-July for you 

to complete at your own pace. 

 

The registration fee is $10.00 per family. 

We will make arrangements to get the materials to you. 

(For families experiencing financial hardship, 

we will waive the fee.) 

 

TRUST IN GOD AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY 

OF FAITH WITH YOUR FAMILY! 



Serving the Community
for 40 Years

303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

Son
ny’s
Blue Benn Diner

“Breakfast Served All Day”
Dinner Weds., Thurs., Fri.

Hours:
Mon-Tues: 6am-5pm

Weds-Thurs-Fri: 6am-8pm
Sat: 6am-4pm • Sun: 7am-4pm

Your Hosts:
Sonny & Mary Lou Monroe

314 North St., Bennington

802-442-5140

This Space 
is Available

THIS SPACE IS


