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Dear Parishioners of Saint John the Baptist Parish, 

 

We want to express our heart-felt gratitude to all of you for 

your love and commitment to the parish.  These pandemic 

months have been nerve-wracking and difficult for 

everyone.  It has been a chaotic and stressful time.  In order 

to keep the COVID-19 virus from spreading, all the routine 

demands and pleasures of daily life have been curtailed and 

disrupted.  We have not even been able to gather as a 

community for the celebration of the Eucharist. 

 

Through it all you have not forgotten the financial needs of 

the parish.  Many of you have mailed in your envelopes or 

dropped off your generous contributions or contributed 

electronically through our parish website.  You have been 

extraordinary in maintaining your stewardship of the 

Parish. 

 

We are aware of the financial strain everyone is 

experiencing in these complex times which makes your 

generosity even more outstanding.  Thank you for your 

goodness and for the inspiration you have given us.  We are 

blessed to be serving here at the parish. 

 

Please know of our prayers for you and deep appreciation. 

 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

 

Fr. Bob and Fr. Hugh 

Readings for the week of July 5, 2020 

Sunday:   Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14  

   [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

Monday:   Hos 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6- 

   7, 8-9 [8a]/Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday:   Hos 8:4-7, 11-13/Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 9- 

   10 [9a]/Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday:  Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7  

   [4b]/Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday:  Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16  

   [4b]/Mt 10:7-15 

Friday:   Hos 14:2-10/Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 and  

   17 [17b]/Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday:  Is 6:1-8/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Mt 10:24- 

   33 

Next Sunday:  Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 [Lk  

   8:8]/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 
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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 7/4-7/12 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/4-7/5 – Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Antonio Mazzola by the Family 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

Monday, 7/6 – Saint Maria Goretti 

9:00 a.m. Thomas & Mary Fox 

 

Tuesday, 7/7 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 

 

Wednesday, 7/8 – Weekday  

9:00 a.m.  

 

Thursday, 7/9 – Saint Augustine Zhao Rong and Companions 

9:00 a.m. Mary Ann Tobon by Stephen & Joan Monroe 

 

Friday, 7/10 – Weekday 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/11-7/12 – Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Joe Talbot by his wife Bea & Family 

11:00 a.m. Edward Gardner, Jr. by the Kees Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I 

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you 

will find rest for for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden light.” 

-Mt. 11:28-30 
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The Cemetery Committee would like to remind 

anyone who leaves plants at St. John’s Cemetery 

to please remember to water them during the hot 

summer months.  Pots and other containers placed 

on the ground may be damaged by the mowers 

attempting to trim around the stones, so we   

strongly recommend that shepherd’s hooks be used to 

avoid breakage.  Dead plants and flowers will be removed 

from the cemetery.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone and tablet with  

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D 

 

Features for July: 

 

July 6 – Saint Maria Goretti 

    Watch: St. Maria Goretti: Fourteen Flowers of Pardon 

    Listen: St. Maria Goretti 

 

July 11 – Saint Benedict 

    Study: Lectio: Prayer Session: Guigo’s Ladder 

    Read: The Young People’s Book of Saints 

 

July 14 – Saint Kateri Tekakwitha 

    Watch: St. Kateri Tekakwitha: Lily of the Mohawks 



“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey, 

let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word 

of kindness to every person we encounter, 

for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Diaconate Ordination of Robert Murphy 

July 24, 2020 

 

We are pleased to announce Robert Murphy's rescheduled 

Diaconate ordination date of Friday, July 24 at 1:00 p.m. at  

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church in Bennington, 

Vermont.  Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions,      

capacity is limited.  We are still in the process of             

determining attendance outside of clergy and family.  As 

we find out more, we will keep you posted.  Please keep 

Robert in your prayers. 

Question of the Week 

Kissing the Altar at Mass 

 

Question: Why do priests kiss the altar at the start of Mass? 

 

Answer: Our churches and chapels are filled with symbols. 

We might think of the more common symbols (like the  

crucifix, statues, stained-glass windows, vestment color and 

altar cloths) as well as major symbols (such as the paschal 

candle and the baptismal font). But there are some things 

that we can take for granted in our sacred spaces, because 

unfortunately, they seem to just be part of the building,  

including three of the main symbols of our liturgy: the    

ambo (lectern), the chair for the priest celebrant, and the 

altar. 

 

These three objects are placed in a specially designated area 

called the sanctuary. They are the places where the Word of 

God is proclaimed, where the priest prays and presides at 

the celebration, and where the bread and wine are offered 

by the priest during the Eucharistic Prayer. Although each 

of these objects is sacred because of the role they play in 

our worship, the altar holds a special place. In a document 

containing the rules and instructions for the Mass — the 

“General Instruction of the Roman Missal” — we read: 

“The altar on which the Sacrifice of the Cross is made     

present under sacramental signs is also the table of the Lord 

to which the People of God is called together to participate 

in the Mass, as well as the center of the thanksgiving that is 

accomplished throughout the Eucharist” (no. 296). 

 

One of the ways that we recognize the importance of the 

altar is when the priest and deacon kiss the altar at the    

beginning of Mass. Kissing is an ancient act of devotion. 

Remember, we also kiss the cross on Good Friday, and the 

deacon or priest kisses the “Book of the Gospels” after the 

Gospel is proclaimed. This act of devotion reminds us that 

the altar is a symbol of Jesus, the “living stone” (see 1 Peter 

2:4), the foundation stone of our faith. It is a symbol       

gesture, but it is a powerful reminder of the One on whom 

our faith is built and in whose name we gather as the 

“household of faith” (see Galatians 6:10). 

To learn more, see the “Catechism of the Catholic 

Church” (no. 1382-1383).                 ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Zechariah 9:9-10  The territory of the just king stretches 

from sea to sea. 

Psalm 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14  Our God’s name is to be 

blessed forever. 

Romans 8:9, 11-13  We do not belong to the world that is 

passing, but to the world without end. 

Matthew 11:25-30  Those who labor and are burdened find 

rest in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many families will miss  

Totus Tuus this summer! 

 

Therefore, you are invited to participate in an at home        

Diocesan Program; 

Exodus: Trusting in God as we journey to Freedom. 

 

This program will have five lessons.  Each lesson will take 

approximately one hour.  They are geared toward K-5    

graders, but are adaptable to suit the whole family; perfect 

for quiet time, a rainy day or simply an opportunity to reflect 

on greater truths and hope during these difficult times. 

 

•  Take an imaginary trip to Ancient Egypt - Land of       

 Pharaohs and pyramids 

•  Examine our Catholic connections 

•  Ten Commandments 

•  Passover 

•  Journey to the Promised Land 

 

These easy lessons will include everything you need to    

facilitate prayer, reflection and fun while growing your    

family faith this summer. 

 

•  music 

•  crafts 

•  skits 

•  games 

 

Lessons and all materials will be available mid-July for you 

to complete at your own pace. 

 

The registration fee is $10.00 per family. 

We will make arrangements to get the materials to you. 

(For families experiencing financial hardship, 

we will waive the fee.) 

 

TRUST IN GOD AND TAKE THIS JOURNEY 

OF FAITH WITH YOUR FAMILY! 
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Serving the Community
for 40 Years

303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

Son
ny’s
Blue Benn Diner

“Breakfast Served All Day”
Dinner Weds., Thurs., Fri.

Hours:
Mon-Tues: 6am-5pm

Weds-Thurs-Fri: 6am-8pm
Sat: 6am-4pm • Sun: 7am-4pm

Your Hosts:
Sonny & Mary Lou Monroe

314 North St., Bennington

802-442-5140

This Space 
is Available

THIS SPACE IS


