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A Prayer for Protection 

in Time of Pandemic 

 

O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 

while remaining steadfast in faith. 

 

O loving Mother,  

you know what we need,  

and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 

 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 

the Divine Physician,  

for those who have fallen ill,  

for those who are vulnerable,  

and for those who have died.  

 

Intercede also for those charged with  

protecting the health and safety of others  

and for those who are tending to the sick  

and seeking a cure.  

 

Help us, O Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform to the will of the Father  

and to do as we are told by Jesus,  

who took upon himself our  

sufferings and carried our sorrows,  

so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 

 

Under thy protection we seek refuge, 

O Holy Mother of God. 

In our needs, despise not our petitions,  

but deliver us always from all dangers,  

O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 

Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ancient fresco of Madonna del Soccorso (Our Lady of Help) 

in St. Peter’s Basilica was restored with the support  

of the Knights of Columbus to mark the Year of Faith (2012-2013). 

Photo courtesy of Fabbrica di San Pietro/M. Falcioni. 

Readings for the week of July 19, 2020 

Sunday:   Wis 12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16  

   [5a]/Rom 8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

Monday:   Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Ps 50:5-6, 8-9, 16bc-17, 21  

   and 23 [23b]/Mt 12:38-42 

Tuesday:   Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Ps 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8a]/ 

   Mt 12:46-50 

Wednesday:  Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5- 

   6, 8-9 [2]/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 

Thursday:  Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/Ps 36:6-7ab, 8-9, 10- 

   11 [10a]/Mt 13:10-17 

Friday:   Jer 3:14-17/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf.  

   10d]/Mt 13:18-23 

Saturday:  2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6  

   [5]/Mt 20:20-28 

Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127- 

   128, 129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44- 

   52 or 13:44-46 

 

©LPi 

        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 7/18-7/26 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/18-7/19 – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Charles Ulrich 

11:00 a.m. Peter Sweeney by Stephen & Joan Monroe 

 

Monday, 7/20 – Saint Apollinaris 

9:00 a.m. Henry Mazzeo by the Lindsey Family 

 

Tuesday, 7/21 – Saint Lawrence of Brindisi 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 

 

Wednesday, 7/22 – Saint Mary Magdalene 

9:00 a.m. Thomas & Mary Fox 

 

Thursday, 7/23 – Saint Bridget 

9:00 a.m. Lew Levin (birthday remembrance) 

 by Jill Levin & Family 

 

Friday, 7/24 – Saint Sharbel Makhlūf 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/25-7/26 – Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

11:00 a.m. Mary Anne Billow Woodell 

 by the Billow Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect 

out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin and all  

evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 

where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 

Father.” - Mt 13:41-43a  



Gospel Reflection 

16

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist 

together. While we wrestle with these two dimensions of 

reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and 

words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up 

because of their sin. We are also all too quick to pass    

judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and 

walking down a wrong path. God does not make rash   

judgments, nor should we. Patience is the order of the day 

as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of 

the shots. 

 

Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the 

weeds to coexist, the wheat will always triumph. As long as 

we can cultivate even a little faith and a small measure of 

desire for God, He can produce abundant blessings and 

good things. Even when the weeds seem to have triumphed, 

there still may be a small measure of faith remaining that 

can be cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a 

person totally allows the weeds to reign, there is always to 

be found at least a small measure of faith, good, light, and 

love. With even this small portion, God can produce    

abundant growth. 

 

Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow 

very quickly. Any gardener knows this to be true.       

Sometimes, the weeds even seem more attractive and     

vibrant. Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing 

battle, and they can look healthier and grow faster than the 

very plants we are trying to protect. It’s easy to give into 

them and let them win. While God will deal with all things 

in due time, we are responsible for keeping things in check 

in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed on 

God’s presence and mercy. We are asked to avoid         

judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with the 

weeds in someone else’s garden, only our own. One garden 

is enough responsibility for anyone. 

 

Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can 

appear attractive and healthy, they can quickly choke us off 

from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance and 

cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of 

faith can grow into something wonderful. In God’s time, the 

eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 

worry about the weeds. 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  For God, absolute power leads to 

justice, mercy, and kindness. 

 

Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16  God is great, and also good and 

forgiving. 

 

Romans 8:26-27  We may not know how to pray, but the 

Spirit within us does. 

 

Matthew 13:24-43  The kingdom of heaven is like wheat, a 

mustard seed, and yeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

Diaconate Ordination of Robert Murphy 

July 24, 2020 

 

Robert Murphy, seminarian for the Diocese of Burlington, 

will be ordained to the Transitional Diaconate at Sacred 

Heart St. Francis de Sales Church in Bennington on Friday, 

July 24 at 1:00 p.m.  Due to the seating capacity             

restrictions, attendance at the Mass will be by invitation.  

For those unable to be with us physically for the liturgy, the 

Mass will be live-streamed on the Diocesan website       

vermontcatholic.org home page.  Click the “Watch the   

daily live-streamed Mass” on the home page and you will 

be directed to the page for the live-stream feed.  Please 

keep Robert in your prayers. 

Daily Rosary Apostolate 

 

The Diocese continues to offer a daily rosary online.      

Individuals from around the diocese have been joining   

Valerie Parzyck from the office in leading each day.        

Interested?  Here are the details, from Valerie: 

 

“I would love it if you would schedule a time with me to 

record a Rosary.  What does that look like exactly?  It’s 

very simple!  You email me with convenient times for you 

and once it is scheduled I will send you a link to Zoom for 

the appointed time.  You may choose to show your face or, 

if you’d prefer, I can show slides for each mystery while we 

pray.  If this is something you would like to participate in, 

please contact me.  You can email me with a time that 

works for you and we can schedule it.  Please email me at 

vparzyck@vermontcatholic.org.” 



Serving the Community
for 40 Years

303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

Son
ny’s
Blue Benn Diner

“Breakfast Served All Day”
Dinner Weds., Thurs., Fri.

Hours:
Mon-Tues: 6am-5pm

Weds-Thurs-Fri: 6am-8pm
Sat: 6am-4pm • Sun: 7am-4pm

Your Hosts:
Sonny & Mary Lou Monroe

314 North St., Bennington

802-442-5140

This Space 
is Available

THIS SPACE IS


