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Gospel Reflection 

17

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A single mother who has a child with special needs works 

two jobs and sacrifices much of her own pleasures in order 

to be available for her son. Being the best mother possible 

is important to her and brings her joy. We are willing to 

make great and often heroic sacrifices for those people and 

things that matter most to us. Unless there is something of 

obvious importance to us in our immediate path, we can 

easily approach life in a more haphazard and chaotic way. 

We jump from one thing to another, responding to 

whatever it is that is competing for our attention at that 

moment. When everything is important, nothing is 

important. 

 

If we do not wear the right pair of glasses, we can get all 

too easily caught up in the superficial stuff and neglect 

paying attention to the things that really matter. The 

kingdom of God is like the pearl of great price that is worth 

selling everything for so that it can be obtained. Based on 

where I invest my time and energy each day, I really 

wonder whether I am serving God’s kingdom or my own. 

Have you ever considered tracking how you spend your 

time? You may be surprised! We allow our agendas to set 

the clock of our lives. We forget that joy and a true sense of 

purpose are not going to be found in following that 

timepiece. Joy is the expression of the happiness that is 

discovered when living in the kingdom of God. When our 

agenda matches God, not only do we leap for joy but God 

leaps with delight as well. Our well-being is what matters 

most to God. 

 

Can you imagine God delighting in you? It is easy to 

deaden our senses to the whole reality of God and the joy 

that living the Gospel can bring. The demands of secular 

life and the agendas competing for our attention can 

quickly do that. We can get tired and spiritually apathetic. 

But if we can see our way through all of the conflicting 

voices and hear the voice of God, we can rediscover our 

zeal and passion and redirect our efforts. When we begin to 

see as God sees, we can rise each day and notice what 

really needs our attention and embrace it with exuberance. 

Be careful, though. It may not be what we originally had on 

our list. Responding to it, however, will be worth putting 

everything else aside. 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12  Young Solomon asks for wisdom instead 

of worldly wealth. 

 

Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130  The word of 

God is a revelation of light and understanding. 

 

Romans 8:28-30  Whom God calls, God also prepares for 

the task ahead. 

 

Matthew 13:44-52  The Kingdom is like treasure, a 

merchant, a net cast at sea. 

Readings for the week of July 26, 2020 

Sunday:   1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127- 

   128, 129-130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44- 

   52 or 13:44-46 

Monday:   Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 

   13:31-35 

Tuesday:   Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt  

   13:36-43 

Wednesday:  Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10 

   -11 [2]/Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday:  Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt  

   13:47-53 

Friday:   Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-

   58 

Saturday:  Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34  

   [14c]/Mt 14:1-12 

Next Sunday:  Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/ 

   Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-2 
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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 7/25-8/2 

 

Sat./Sun., 7/25-7/26 – Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

11:00 a.m. Mary Anne Billow Woodell 

 by the Billow Family 

 

Monday, 7/27 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m. For the health of Linda Wescott & nephew John 

 by Judy Rudd & Family 

 

Tuesday, 7/28 – Weekday 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Wednesday, 7/29 – Saint Martha 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Thursday, 7/30 – Saint Peter Chrysologus 

9:00 a.m.  

 

Friday, 7/31 – Saint Ignatius of Loyola 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 8/1-8/2 – Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 p.m. Esther Murphy by Mary Harrington 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Father Michael DeMasi and other deceased 

 members of the K of C Council #307 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a 

field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of 

joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

- Mt 13:44 



Question of the Week 

Lighting Candles in Church 

 

Question: Why do Catholics light candles in church? 

 

Answer: Candles have been part of the Church’s worship 

from the earliest times. In the days before electricity,      

candles and oil lamps were the ways that people lighted 

buildings. Even today, we often still depend on candles   

during power outages, relying on their flickering flames to 

bring light into the dark. 

 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special         

occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 

dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 

special objects for a special event. We light candles on 

birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also place 

candles at makeshift memorials that appear when there has 

been an accident or act of violence. In these moments, their 

light casts aside a different kind of darkness — the darkness 

of grief, fear, and death. 

 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and 

lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice 

of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the 

celebration. 

 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues 

and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred      

images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a 

light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims would 

visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light 

before the image or relic. These candles came to be a    

symbol of the person, and their prayer and the burning these 

candles came to be understood as an extension and         

continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as a 

practical way to provide light has come to be a symbol of 

the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of everyday 

Christians offering their prayers to God and his saints. 
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Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 

 

It is fun to trade things. You might swap a 

model jeep car for a model truck. You 

might trade a big doll for a little doll you 

can put in your purse. There is a great treasure hidden in 

heaven. Jesus died on the cross so that you could get the 

treasure hidden in heaven for you. My brother wanted to 

trade his new baby sister for a baby brother. God may not 

do that kind of trading. All you have to give God is your 

love. 

 

Prayer 

Jesus, I will never lie to obtain a treasure. 

 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of your treasure hidden in heaven. 

 

Mission for the Week 

I will hide a treasure for others to find with a note saying, "I 

love you, signed God." 
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August Daily Mass Schedule 

 

Saint John the Baptist 

 

Tuesday and Thursday 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Sacred Heart Saint Francis de Sales 

 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

8:00 a.m. 

Daily Rosary Apostolate 

 

The Diocese continues to offer a daily rosary online.      

Individuals from around the diocese have been joining   

Valerie Parzyck from the office in leading each day.        

Interested?  Here are the details, from Valerie: 

 

“I would love it if you would schedule a time with me to 

record a Rosary.  What does that look like exactly?  It’s 

very simple!  You email me with convenient times for you 

and once it is scheduled I will send you a link to Zoom for 

the appointed time.  You may choose to show your face or, 

if you’d prefer, I can show slides for each mystery while we 

pray.  If this is something you would like to participate in, 

please contact me.  You can email me with a time that 

works for you and we can schedule it.  Please email me at 

vparzyck@vermontcatholic.org.” 

St. John the Baptist Parish 

Financial Report 

July 1, 2019 – March 31, 2020 

 

This is the financial report for the third quarter ended      

March 31, 2020, along with the figures from the same period 

last year. 

 

Revenue:     This Year   Last Year 

Offertory     $ 106,590     113,288 

Other          16,097       21,926 

Total Revenue       122,687     135,214 

 

Expenses:    

Compensation & Benefits      87,324       83,999 

Assessments            19,848       19,296 

Insurance, Services, Prof. Fees     13,461       16,199 

Supplies & Repairs       41,124       25,926 

Utilities         23,420       25,049 

Total Expenses      185,177     170,469 

 

Deficit from Parish 

Offertory and Other Income:   (62,490)     (35,255) 

 

Interest, dividends, 

capital gain distributions, 

and change in market value 

of portfolio:     (177,461)        50,617 

 

Increase (Decrease) in 

Parish Net Assets:         $ (239,951)        15,362 



Serving the Community
for 40 Years

303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

Son
ny’s
Blue Benn Diner

“Breakfast Served All Day”
Dinner Weds., Thurs., Fri.

Hours:
Mon-Tues: 6am-5pm

Weds-Thurs-Fri: 6am-8pm
Sat: 6am-4pm • Sun: 7am-4pm

Your Hosts:
Sonny & Mary Lou Monroe

314 North St., Bennington

802-442-5140

This Space 
is Available

THIS SPACE IS


