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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 3/20-3/28 

 

Sat./Sun., 3/20-3/21 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. George & Anna Girasa by Roy Girasa 

11:00 a.m. Jack Thayer by Linda Meskun 

 

Monday, 3/22 – Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo 

9:00 a.m. For God’s blessings upon Bogdan Bielawski 

 

Tuesday, 3/23 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Freida Pello Gardner by the Lindsey Family 

 

Wednesday, 3/24 – Lenten Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Maureen Comando by Ellen Greene 

 

Thursday, 3/25 – The Annunciation of the Lord 

9:00 a.m. Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi 

 

Friday, 3/26 – Lenten Weekday 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 3/27-3/28 – Palm Sunday 

5:30 p.m. Michael Borden by the Family 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Joseph Pello by the Lindsey Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 

but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Now is the time 

of judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. And when I am lifted up from the 

earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” 

 - Jn 12:24, 31-32 

Gospel Reflection 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Any good teacher or parent will tell you that once a lesson 

is really learned it doesn’t need to be taught again. When 

we internalize things we have learned, they become a part 

of who we are and influence how we perceive and interact 

with our world. The same is true for the law God has 

written upon our hearts. Once humanity learns this lesson, 

we will simply know it to be true and act accordingly. 

Sometimes, it is hard to get people to learn the lessons they 

need to learn. They are often distracted, disinterested, 

conflicted, misdirected, or just too stubborn and unable or 

unwilling to see what is right before their eyes. 

Understanding that God is in a loving and committed 

relationship with those fashioned and formed in God’s own 

image, seems like such a simple lesson to learn. But history 

and experience has proven that it is not. 

 

We struggle with faith, especially when that faith asks us to 

learn something very particular about ourselves. We must, 

like a grain of wheat, fall to the ground and die. Because 

God’s DNA is at the very core of who we are, there are 

specific pearls of wisdom that must be acquired before we 

can live a full life. One very powerful lesson is that it is not 

the task of the world to tell us who we are and what has 

meaning, but God. For many, death is not an opportunity 

for greater life but a permanent ending to the life they have 

known. Jesus knew every dimension to what it means to be 

fully human because he was! He knows the joys, 

limitations, sorrows, frustrations, wonders, suffering, 

opportunities, and joys of the human experience. Jesus can 

teach us a wealth of knowledge and life’s lessons from his 

example, especially obedience. 

 

When we accept the law God has placed in our hearts and 

gain wisdom from it, then when we suffer we learn to listen 

more attentively to the Voice behind that law. We naturally 

flee to our Creator for inspiration, consolation, hope, 

direction, and comfort as we navigate through this time of 

darkness. We will not need to run from it, subdue it, fight 

it, or be overcome by it because we will know, having 

internalized this profound lesson before, that God will bring 

new life. God’s law is love and love never fails. Even in the 

moments of Jesus’ deepest despair, he glorified the name of 

his Father. What he learned allowed him to put everything 

in perspective and be obedient to the tender, loving Voice 

that echoed within. As Lent quickly winds down, may we 

learn the same! Then, may we gain the fortitude and 

wisdom to help others see what is right before their eyes. 

                      ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  The new covenant makes prophecy 

redundant and go-betweens has-beens. 

Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15  God’s mercy includes the 

gift of a clean heart and steadfast spirit. 

Hebrews 5:7-9  Salvation doesn’t come cheaply but 

wrapped in prayer and bathed in tears. 

John 12:20-33  The Greeks would also like to see Jesus. 

It must be the hour at last. 

Readings for the week of March 21, 2021 

Sunday:    Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15   

     [12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 or Ez 37:12- 

     14/Rom 8:8-11/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8  

     [7]/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b- 

     45 

Monday:    Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c- 

     62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 

Tuesday:    Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21 [2]/Jn 

     8:21-30 

Wednesday:   Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 

     56 52b]/Jn 8:31-42 

Thursday:   Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8-9, 10, 11 [8a, 

     9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday:    Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 

     7]/Jn 10:31-42 

Saturday:   Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf.  

     10d]/Jn 11:45-56 

Next Sunday:  Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/Is 50:4-7/Ps 

22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-

11/Mk 14:1—15:47 or 15:1-39   ©LPi  



 

 

 

The Wild Goose 

 

Discovering a Deeper Relationship with the Holy Spirit 

 

March 22 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

An unforgettable journey: Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR in 

this incredible video series which is awakening God’s love 

and transforming power in the hearts of all who participate.  

Discover the Holy Spirit who has been revealed to us by 

Jesus Christ and who leads us to our heavenly Father. 

 

This Lenten program has been adapted from Formed.org 

and will be facilitated by Sherry Monte.  It will be held via 

Zoom; registration information will be provided through 

Flocknote.  You may also register by going to: https://

tinyurl.com/28vaub5m 

 

The ancient Celtic people saw the Holy Spirit not as a   

hovering white dove, but as a “wild goose.” 

 

Family Stations of the Cross 

 

March 26 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales Church 

 

Calling all families!  Looking for a way to get the kids    

involved in Lent?  How about participating in Family     

Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 26 at 6:00 p.m. at 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales?  If interested, please 

contact Mary Drew at the SHSF Parish Office, 442-3141. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John the Baptist 

 

Saturday, March 27 Palm Sunday Vigil at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, March 28 Palm Sunday Masses at 

 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Monday, March 29 Rosary at 8:30 a.m. 

 Daily Mass at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, March 30 Chrism Mass in Burlington 

 (No Daily Mass) 

 

Wednesday, March 31 Rosary at 8:30 a.m. 

 Daily Mass at 9:00 a.m. 

 Eucharistic Adoration from 

 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Holy Thursday, April 1 Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 

 7:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday, April 2 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Saturday, April 3 Easter Vigil at 8:00 p.m. 

 (No 5:30 p.m. Mass) 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4      Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

Please Sign Up Early to Reserve a Space  

at our Easter Masses 

 

We have a limited number of seats at each Mass due to 

COVID restrictions.  Please make your reservation no later 

than 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 30.  You can make 

your reservation through Flocknote, on our Facebook page, 

our website, or by calling the Parish Office. 

 

Please remember to follow the guidelines set up by Bishop 

Coyne and the State of Vermont regarding COVID           

protocols; wearing face masks, social distancing, and travel 

restrictions.  While we love to see families gather at this 

time of year, we feel it’s more important to ensure the   

safety of all. 

 

Thank you and God Bless! 

Fr. Bob and Fr. Hugh 

 

Community in Madagascar:  

Poor nutrition can lead to devastating          

long-term consequences for individuals,     

communities and entire countries.  That’s why communities 

must work together to ensure that all children have access 

to better food and nutrition.  New planting and cooking     

techniques are helping many communities in Madagascar 

improve the health and wellbeing of their children.  How 

does your community work together for the good of others?  

Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

 

Cross of Compassion: Please notice our Cross of 

Compassion.  Parishioners are invited to write their 

spiritual and material needs on the purple papers 

in the basket in front of the cross.  Then place your 

petition papers on a nail on the cross.  Throughout Lent we 

ask our parish family to pray for all of these special needs. 
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Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 

When you act bossy, selfish, or rude, no 

one will want to spend time with you. 

You will be lonely and unhappy. Follow 

the example of Jesus instead. Be strong in 

your faith. Do all that God asks you to do, even when it is 

not easy. Be honest. Be kind. Share what you have been 

given. Be helpful. Forgive. Show everyone what God is 

like. When you follow Jesus' example, you won't be lonely. 

When people around you see that your faith is real, they 

will come to you for help. They will want to know what 

makes you different. Then you can point them to Jesus. 

 

Prayer:  God, help me to follow Jesus. I want to show          

everyone how great you really are. 

 

Something to Draw:  Draw a picture of yourself sharing 

your lunch with a friend who has no food. 

 

Mission for the Week:  Look for ways to be helpful in your 

family. Help set the table. Take the trash out. Put away your 

toys and books without being asked. When your family  

notices you being so helpful, tell them you are trying to  

follow Jesus' example.                    ©LPi  



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


