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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 4/10-4/18 

 

Sat./Sun., 4/10-4/11 – Second Sunday of Easter 

5:30 p.m. Darlene Galipeau by Charlene & Gary Martin 

9:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

11:00 a.m. Arthur & Delima Rousseau by the Lindsey 

 Family 

 

Monday, 4/12 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention by a friend 

 

Tuesday, 4/13 – Saint Martin I  

9:00 a.m. Bob Cahill 

 

Wednesday, 4/14 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 

 

Thursday, 4/15 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Lucille Austin (birthday remembrance) 

 by Anne & Eddie 

 

Friday, 4/16 – Easter Weekday 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 4/17-4/18 – Third Sunday of Easter 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. For the health of a friend by Fran Endres 

11:00 a.m. John Hogan by the Kees Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas answered and said to him,  

“My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,  

“Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen  

and have believed.” 

- Jn 20:28-29 

Gospel Reflection 

Second Sunday of Easter  

(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

 

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the 

inexhaustible mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of God,” 

Pope Francis tells us. The image of a heart has been used to 

point to the very life source of a person as it is the organ 

that allows life to flow through our veins and sustain us. 

Mercy is the heart of God. Imagine this dynamic, powerful, 

compassionate, piercing, embracing, loving, propelling, 

penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, transforming 

presence of God flowing into the very depth of our souls. It 

is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow through our veins. 

It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of our being and 

leads us to what is true. God’s mercy reveals all 

superficiality and falsehood, and lays bare all distortions, 

empty promises, weakness, and sin. 

 

“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and 

instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope,” 

Pope Francis continues. God’s all forgiving, compassionate 

love is with us. 

 

When we finally believe and accept that Christ’s 

resurrected transfigured presence resides with us, we then 

find within us a strong confidence to accept life’s 

imperfections and disappointments and move on. Every day 

is a new adventure in new life. God leaves the past behind 

and opens doors to the future. It doesn’t matter how many 

mistakes we made yesterday. All that matters is what we do 

tomorrow and what we learn along the way. It is so easy to 

remain tethered and mired in the past, but there is no need 

to do so. God is all about tomorrow and the work God has 

yet to do in our lives. 

 

Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners 

and hope for the worst of disasters. There is nothing God 

cannot do and nothing God cannot fashion. After all, 

everything we know and treasure was once nothing, and 

look what God did with the nothing God had! The 

resurrected Christ stands before us with nail marks in his 

wrists and wounds on his body as a testament that not even 

injustice, suffering and death can trample over and destroy 

God’s mercy. What have we to fear? Why do we keep 

ourselves from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from 

going forward and fully receiving the holiness God desires 

to breathe upon us. Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind 

of God’s presence to kiss all of your sins and caress all of 

your fears. Exhale peace.               ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Acts of the Apostles 4:32-35  New Chr istians br ing 

everything they have into the bargain. 

Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  For  this we are grateful: 

God’s mercy endures forever. 

1 John 5:1-6  Jesus comes through water  and blood to 

be the victor of the world. 

John 20:19-31  Thomas the Doubter  becomes Thomas 

the Confessor. 

Readings for the week of April 11, 2021 

Sunday:    Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24   

     [1]/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31 

Monday:    Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf.   

     11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday:    Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn  

     3:7b-15 

Wednesday:   Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/ 

     Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday:   Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20  

     [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:    Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/ 

     Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday:   Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/Jn  

     6:16-21 

Next Sunday:  Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/Ps 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9   

     [7a]/1 Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48 
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Earth Day ~ 51

st

 Anniversary 

 

Laudato Si’ ~ 6

th

 Anniversary 

 

At Catholic Relief Services, every day is Earth Day.  CRS’ 

immediate goal is to improve family well-being through          

agro-economic development and environmental            

stewardship.  Join us as we celebrate our environment and 

the people who make it a better place.   

 

•  Learn more about climate change.  This year  marks 

the sixth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical letter, 

Laudato Si’ On Care for Our Common Home.  In  

Laudato Si’, Pope Francis reminds us that we have a        

responsibility to care for the Earth - our common home.  He 

calls on the world to “dialogue about how we are shaping 

the future of our planet.” 

 

•  Plant a tree.  God calls us to be stewards of the Ear th.  

Trees clean the air and provide oxygen.  They help us     

prevent soil erosion and can conserve energy.  They are also 

beautiful. 

 

•  Support farmers and their families.  CRS’ farming 

projects help hundreds of thousands of people feed their 

families, work toward self-sufficiency, and steward the 

Earth’s resources for future generations.  By giving a bag of 

fertilizer, for instance, you are helping farmers nourish the 

soil, reap better harvests, and earn more income. 

 

•  Reuse.  Reuse durable, non-toxic straws, utensils, to-go 

containers, bottles, bags, and other everyday items.  Choose 

glass, paper, stainless steel, wood, ceramic, and bamboo 

over plastic. 

 

•  Attend a farmers’ market.  These stands offer  locally 

grown produce that’s nearly as fresh as picking it yourself.  

By supporting local farmers’ markets, you are also         

supporting your neighbors. 

 

•  Pray.  Pope Francis advocates greater  stewardship of 

global resources as one way to help our most vulnerable 

sisters and brothers.  Please pray for those who suffer the 

most from environmental disasters. 

 

For more ways you can help or for more information on the 

works of Catholic Relief Services, please visit crs.org. 
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Thank you for  participating in CRS Rice Bowl.  Our 

community changed lives this Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl 

wants to say THANK YOU!  If you haven’t already done 

so, please return your CRS Rice Bowl as soon as possible. 

 

 

Daily Rosary Apostolate 

 

“There is no problem, I tell you, no matter how difficult  

it is, that we cannot resolve by the prayer  

of the Holy Rosary.”- Sister Lucia 

 

The Rosary for the week is now available on the diocesan 

website.  If you would like to contribute your time and 

voice to our online Rosary Apostolate, please contact     

Valerie Parzyck at vparzyck@vermontcatholic.org or sign 

up for a specific time slot on the online Rosary webpage 

https://www.vermontcatholic.org/news/communication/

rosary/  

 

Reflect and Respond to Scripture 

 

First Reading:  Luke gives us a glimpse into the          

solidarity of heart and mind with the original community of 

believers in Jerusalem. How does your current community 

of faith compare to this first-generation Jerusalem church? 

 

Second Reading:  John speaks of the power of faith and 

love for believers in conquering evil in the world. How does 

the faith and love in your life sustain you? 

 

Gospel:  The story of Thomas’ doubt in the resurrected 

Jesus is one of the most well-known resurrection narratives. 

Why do you think Christians throughout the ages are drawn 

to this story? 

 

 

 

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on 

any device, including your computer, smartphone, and   

tablet with  internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use 

parish code JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies,    

programs, talks, audio dramas, and e-books - just a click 

away! 

 

 

Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 

 

In today's Gospel, Thomas had a hard time    

believing his friends. Jesus was alive! They saw 

Jesus! Well, Thomas could not believe it. He 

needed proof. Thomas wanted to see Jesus for 

himself. Thomas wanted to touch Jesus' scars on his hands 

and his side. Once Thomas did that, then he would believe. 

You may have doubting friends like Thomas. Be patient 

with them. Do not get angry with them. Love them instead, 

and gently tell the truth about Jesus. Ask Jesus to open their 

hearts, so they can believe in him, too. 

 

Prayer:  God, help me to be patient with my doubting 

friends. Show them that Jesus is their savior, too. 

 

 

Mission for the Week:  Talk to God about a friend who 

does not believe in Jesus. Ask God to give you the right 

words to say about Jesus. Then ask God to help you be    

patient.                     ©LPi 



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


