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        Mass Intentions 

And Liturgical Celebrations for 5/1-5/9 

 

Sat./Sun., 5/1-5/2 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

5:30 p.m. For our parishioners 

9:00 a.m. Louise Gauthier by Linda Meskun 

11:00 a.m. Edward Gardner III by the Kees Family 

 

Monday, 5/3 – Saints Philip and James 

9:00 a.m. The Monroe Family by Joan & Stephen Monroe 

 

Tuesday, 5/4 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Special Intention 

 

Wednesday, 5/5 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Jack Deming by Linda Meskun 

 

Thursday, 5/6 – Easter Weekday 

9:00 a.m. Carol Beaudoin by Ron & Rosemary Lindsey 

 

Friday, 5/7 – Easter Weekday 

No Mass 

 

Sat./Sun., 5/8-5/9 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 

5:30 p.m. Raymond F. Cox, Jr. by his family 

9:00 a.m. Simon Runyan by the Belnap Family 

11:00 a.m. For our parishioners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Remain in me, as I remain in you.  

Just as a branch  cannot bear fruit on its own unless 

it remains on the vine, so neither can you unless you 

remain in me.  I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 

fruit, because without me you can do nothing.” 

- Jn 15:4-5 

Gospel Reflection 

5

th

 Sunday of Easter 

 

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 

describe the current display of human existence. In addition 

to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are 

common elements of our daily news, other essential pieces 

are misplaced or missing. Many lack an objective center 

around which to order and structure their lives or a clear set 

of definable goals or mores to act as guideposts and life 

directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a “new 

god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is 

almost as if history only shows that we got this whole thing 

wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. 

The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and errors are 

certainly a part of our often-checkered past, it is hardly the 

case that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the 

history of our lives, but to learn from mistakes that were 

made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our 

successes. Learning is an essential part of being human. 

 

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? 

Some have such a hard time placing God in that position, but 

that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master 

Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its cues. 

It is in and through this relationship with the Gardener of 

Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we are 

intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able 

to find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, 

as well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. 

Yet, our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are 

reminded, today especially, that we are meant to remain in 

Christ as Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that 

Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we grow, 

the branches that flow from the source of God’s life. 

 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is 

not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and allow 

God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is 

the only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us 

and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s 

commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks we 

need, yet many seek to remove them from all public view 

because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress 

what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They 

are the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until 

we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral 

out of control, never really knowing who we are, what our 

potential can be or how life really can be lived. We will not 

know peace.                   ©LPi 

 

Sunday Summary 

 

Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31  Barnabas acts as RCIA 

sponsor to the converted Saul. 

Psalm 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32  To God alone is praise 

and worship due. 

1 John 3:18-24  Believing in Chr ist means loving one 

another as he commanded. 

John 15:1-8  Jesus is the vine in whose life our  

discipleship bears its fruit. 

Readings for the week of May 2, 2021 

Sunday:    Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32  

     [26a]/1 Jn 3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 

Monday:    1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday:    Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21  

     [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday:   Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf.  

     1]/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday:   Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn  

     15:9-11 

Friday:    Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/ 

     Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday:   Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18- 

     21 

Next Sunday:  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3,  

     3-4 [cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 
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Totus Tuus Summer Catholic Camp 

 

Join us for a week of faith and fun! 

 

Totus Tuus is a high-energy dose of faith building led by 

four young adults.  Totus Tuus is Latin for “Totally Yours” 

and is a Catholic youth program dedicated to promoting the 

Catholic faith through catechesis, evangelization, and     

Eucharistic worship.  The goal of Totus Tuus is to help 

young people grow in their understanding of, and    

strengthen their faith in, Jesus Christ.  The program strives 

to bring our faith to life. 

 

Grades 1 – 8: August 2 - 6, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

High School: August 1 - 5, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 

Registration forms are available at the Parish Office or at 

www.vermontcatholic.org.  For more information, please 

email: shsftotustuus@gmail.com. 

 

This summer, due to the pandemic, the number of children 

participating will be limited.  Registrations will be taken on 

a first come, first served basis.  Please register early to  

ensure a space for your child. 

 

 

Reflect and Respond to Scripture 

 

First Reading:  Luke tells us how the conversion of Saul 

(Paul) and the acceptance by the disciples of him helped 

facilitate peace in the Church throughout Judea, Galilee, 

and Samaria. What do you think is needed to bring about 

peace in our Church today? 

 

Second Reading:  John teaches his community that    

believing in Jesus and loving one another is the heart of 

God’s commandment. How would you assess yourself in           

following this two-fold command? 

 

Gospel:  Using the metaphor  of a vine and branches, 

Jesus urges his disciples to “remain in me” in order to bear 

good fruit and thereby glorify God. What would be some 

examples of “good fruit” that you have produced?  

 

 

FORMED gives you    

access to the best       

Catholic content on any device, including your computer, 

smartphone and tablet with internet access. Go to 

FORMED.org and use parish code JHGX4D 

 

Pick of the Week for May 2: 

 

Watch: The Way of Saint James 

 

Learn: Acts of the Apostles with Mark Har t 

 

Listen: Reaching Out to Today’s Culture by Bishop 

Robert Barron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord 

 

Thursday, May 13 

 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 

 

St. John the Baptist: 

 

Wednesday, May 12 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Thursday, May 13 at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales: 

 

Thursday, May 13 at  

8:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., and 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Kids’ Corner - Sharing the Gospel 

 

Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn 

the lamp on.  It shines brightly. Now,    

unplug the lamp.  The lamp goes dark. It 

might be a nice lamp. It might have a new 

light bulb.  Yet, without being plugged in 

to electricity, the lamp cannot shine. In      

today's Gospel, Jesus is the vine and you are a branch.  As 

long as you are attached to Jesus, your faith can grow fruit 

like love, kindness, and gentleness.  If you break away from 

Jesus, your faith will die, and you will not grow any fruit. 

Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can shine.  Stay connected 

to Jesus, so your faith can grow fruit.  

 

Prayer:  God, help me to stay connected to Jesus.  

 

Something to Draw:  Draw a picture of a tall vine with one 

branch for every person in your family. Write Jesus' name 

on the vine, and write the names of your family members 

on the branches.  

 

Mission for the Week:  Read Galatians 5:22-23 with your 

family. Write down the nine different kinds of fruit that will 

grow from your faith, when you stay connected to Jesus. 
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First Holy Communion 

May 2, 2021 

 

Addison Estey 

 

Riley Estey 

 

Charlotte Hastings 

 

Congratulations on receiving the 

Sacrament of First Holy Communion! 



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


