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        Mass Intentions�

And Liturgical Celebrations for 7/17�7/25�

�

Sat./Sun., 7/17�7/18 � Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Darlene Galipeau by Charlene & Gary Martin�

9:00 a.m.� For our parishioners�

11:00 a.m.� Jack Thayer by Diana & Chris DeSantis�

�

Monday, 7/19 � Weekday�

No Mass�

�

Tuesday, 7/20 � Saint Apollinaris�

9:00 a.m.� Karen Madison by the Lindsey Family�

�

Wednesday, 7/21� Saint Lawrence of Brindisi�

No Mass�

�

Thursday, 7/22 � Saint Mary Magdalene�

9:00 a.m.� Lew Levin (birthday remembrance) �

� by the Family�

�

Friday, 7/23 � Saint Bridget�

No Mass�

�

Sat./Sun., 7/24�7/25 � Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Michael Borden by the Family�

9:00 a.m.� For our parishioners�

11:00 a.m.� John Hogan by the family of Henrietta Billow�

�

�

�

�
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�

�

The apostles gathered together with Jesus�

and reported all they had done and taught.�

He said to them, “Come away by yourselves �

to a deserted place and rest a while.” �

So they went off in the boat by themselves�

to a deserted place. �

� Mk 6:30�31b, 32�

Gospel Reflection�

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

There’s an ordinary pine grove located on a tree farm not 

too far from town where life’s stresses and demands seem 

to melt away. It is here that all that seemed so important out 

there no longer is and one can get lost in the rows of trees 

and majestic beauty. God is here and all is good. We need 

to connect with the Divine Source of all that is in order to 

understand what it is we are doing and why we are doing it. 

Otherwise, things stop making sense and bitterness can 

overcome one’s spirit. It’s okay to play once in a while and 

to discover that place of profound life and peace. People 

always have needs and there is constantly something to do. 

And while all of that is necessary and we are needed, there 

is also that inner solitude within that needs to be celebrated 

and released.�

�

We all need a pine grove. It’s that little place we can go and 

leave all that consumes us behind. It’s a place where 

technology can be set aside and wonder, and awe given 

some time. We don’t have to text, calculate, or orchestrate 

anything in the pine grove. It is a somewhat deserted place 

where all of that can be set aside and we can just be.  The 

anger, frustration, exhaustion, discouragement, 

helplessness, and occasional apathy, all can fall to the 

ground like all of those pine needles that once held their 

place on the branch of a Frasier Fir. The needles can let go. 

We can let go. We are beings connected with Being and we 

all need to remember what really matters, who really 

matters and what life is truly all about. We need to find that 

place where we can rest and let go of all of the barnacles we 

accumulate. Rest, breathe, seek, and love.�

�

The world will need us again when we leave the pine grove. 

It will all be waiting for us, beckoning for our attention. But 

we will have prayed and will have marveled at the silence 

and the beauty of goodness. We can go back, ready, and 

eager to listen, to help, to heal, to cry, to embrace, and 

attend to all that is asked of us. But, having let go of the 

distractions in that deserted place we will have a renewed 

sense of purpose. We will know better Who it is we serve 

and what we are meant to do. It will all be clearer now that 

we have been Divinely touched and refreshed.�

�

Sunday Summary�

�

Jeremiah 23:1�6  Woe to the shepherds who do not 

shepherd!�

Psalm 23:1�3, 3�4, 5, 6  When God is our  shepherd, we 

want for nothing.�

Ephesians 2:13�18  Christ is the peace of those near  and 

far from the original covenant.�

Mark 6:30�34  Jesus views the crowds like sheep without 

a shepherd.�

�

St. John the Baptist is 22% to our Bishop’s 

Appeal goal.  This year the Superintendent’s 

Office provided the Catholic schools with the 

safety protocols and support necessary to 

provide in�person education thanks to your 

support.  To learn more or to make a gift online visit:                        

bishopsappealvt.org. Brochures and pledge cards are    

available at the front entrance of the church.�

Readings for the week of July 18, 2021�

Sunday: � � � Jer 23:1�6/Ps 23:1�3, 3�4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph ��

� � � � � 2:13�18/Mk 6:30�34�

Monday: �� � Ex 14:5�18/Ex 15:1bc,�2, 3�4, 5�6 [1b]/Mt 

� � � � � 12:38�42�

Tuesday: �� � Ex 14:21�15:1/Ex 15:8�9, 10 and 12, 17 �

� � � � � [1b]/Mt 12:46�50�

Wednesday: �� Ex 16:1�5, 9�15/Ps 78:18�19, 23�24, 25��

� � � � � 26, 27�28 [24b]/Mt 13:1�9�

Thursday: � � Sg 3:1�4b or 2 Cor 5:14�17/Ps 63:2, 3�4, 5�

� � � � � �6, 8�9 [2]/Jn 20:1�2, 11�18�

Friday: � � � Ex 20:1�17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [cf. Jn � �

� � � � � 6:68c]/Mt 13:18�23�

Saturday: � � Ex 24:3�8/Ps 50:1b�2, 5�6, 14�15 [14a]/Mt 

� � � � � 13:24�30�

Next Sunday: � 2 Kgs 4:42�44/Ps 145:10�11, 15�16, 17�18 

� � � � � [cf. 16]/Eph 4:1�6/Jn 6:1�15�
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Catechesis of the Good Shepherd�

�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a Montessori 

based hands�on method of faith formation.  CGS utilizes a 

prepared space for children called the Atrium.  The Atrium, 

a space where both the children and catechists can hear, 

ponder and celebrate the most essential mysteries of the 

Christian faith, contains models representing people, places, 

and objects found in scripture and liturgy.�

�

The Atrium is such a peaceful place, and at the same time, 

it's a very fun place, with real materials for the children to 

work with, custom made to meet their needs.  It's marvelous 

to see how the children thrive in this environment.  As they 

practice new skills, and learn more about our Lord and His 

Church, you can see them growing in confidence.  It's a joy 

to witness and be a part of their journey.�

�

For the past three years, we have been holding Level 1    

sessions for some of the youngest children in our Parishes.  

This summer, Kathy Murphy and Martha Hojnowski will be 

attending another weeklong training in order to begin the 

process of expanding our program to include Level 2      

sessions.  This will enable us to welcome children from the 

ages of 3 to 9/10 years old into our CGS program.�

�

HELP WANTED: Would you be interested in learning 

more about what it would mean to be an assistant in the 

Atrium or would you like to learn more about what is      

involved in becoming a certified CGS catechist?  Please 

contact Kathy Murphy to learn more.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Catechist Appreciation Dinner�

�

Pictured left to right:�

�

Front: Luisa Millington, Jessica O'Connell, Nichole 

Warner, Father Bob�

�

Back: Patr ick O'Connell, Ann Anderson, Joanne    

Holden, Helene Deysenroth, Scott Frost, Kathy Murphy,  

Father Hugh, Mary Drew�

�

Missing: Heather  Gardner , Lori Gratton, Mar tha      

Hojnowski, Anne Marie Jarvis, Jason Morrissey, Sandy 

Latif�

�

A Catechist Appreciation Dinner was held on July 9    

thanking Faith Formation and Confirmation teachers from 

Sacred Heart St. Francis and St. John's for their ministry. 

Fr. Bob announced that the two parishes will merge Faith 

Formation programs similar to the Confirmation program, 

which serves both parishes and the school.  Discussion   

followed, highlighting the need to keep the traditions of 

both churches alive, the importance of the family role in 

educating the children in their faith, and building the      

connection between the parishes and the school.�

�

In addition to thanking all the catechists for their ministry, a 

special thank you was given to Luisa Millington who has 

served as DRE at St. John’s for the past 8 years.  Longtime 

catechists Joanne Holden and Lori Gratton are also stepping 

away from teaching, and their dedication and service are 

greatly appreciated.  Joanne Holden will continue ministry 

in Baptismal preparation at St. John’s.�

�

�

�

Family Night�

Tri�City ValleyCats Baseball Game�

Tuesday, July 27 at 6:30 p.m.�

�

The Knights of Columbus Council 307 invites you to 

Family Night at the Tri�City ValleyCats Baseball 

Game in Troy, NY on Tuesday, July 27 at 6:30 p.m.  

Join us for some good fun, food, and fellowship.      

K of C subsidized tickets are $10.00 each.  Please contact 

Bob Kobelia at 442�4749.�

Interfaith Dinner�

�

On Sunday, July 4, parishioners of St. John’s answered our 

call to lend a hand with the Interfaith Dinner at the Second 

Congregational Church. Thank you to Diane & Brian 

Granger, Marissa Naumowicz, Jareth Fleming, and Jaxson 

LaBombard.  We truly appreciate their willingness to lend 

their time, talent, and treasure to this worthwhile            

community outreach.�

�

Second Congregational Church has gone to great lengths to 

create protocols that keep everyone safe during this time of 

the pandemic.  If you (or a group) would be interested in 

hosting one of these dinners, please call the Sacred Heart 

St. Francis de Sales Parish Office at 442�3141.  Thank you.�

�

We are in desperate need of volunteers for the dinner on 

August 1!  Please consider lending a hand to this    

worthwhile community outreach.�

�

Eucharistic Ministers Needed�

�

We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers for all weekend 

Masses. Training will be provided. Scheduling is done at 

your convenience. If you are able to assist with this       

Ministry, please contact Diane Granger at 518�366�8642 or 

email at dianeg1229@gmail.com. �
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THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski
to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

www.benningtonsubaru.com

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


