
JULY 28,  2019 �

AUGUST 22,  2021 �



        Mass Intentions�

And Liturgical Celebrations for 8/21�8/29�

�

Sat./Sun., 8/21�8/22 � Twenty�first Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Jo�Ann Cross Browe (8

th

 anniversary)�

� by her sisters�

9:00 a.m.� Kevin & Patrick O’Neil by the Family�

11:00 a.m.� Michael Borden by the Family�

�

Monday, 8/23 � Saint Rose of Lima�

No Mass�

�

Tuesday, 8/24 � Saint Bartholomew�

9:00 a.m.� Theresa DeMasi by St. John’s Sodality�

�

Wednesday, 8/25� Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz�

No Mass�

�

Thursday, 8/26 � Weekday�

9:00 a.m.� Joe DeMasi by Theresa DeMasi�

�

Friday, 8/27 � Saint Monica�

No Mass�

�

Sat./Sun., 8/28�8/29 � Twenty�second Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Darlene Galipeau by Charlene & Gary Martin�

9:00 a.m.� For our parishioners�

11:00 a.m.� Louise Gauthier by Lisa Paturzo�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

“The words I have spoken to you are Spirit and life. �

But there are some of you who do not believe.” �

And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one 

can come to me unless it is granted him by my Father.” �

As a result of this, many of his disciples returned �

to their former way of life�

and no longer accompanied him.�

 � Jn 6:63c�64a, 65�66 �

Gospel Reflection�

Twenty�first Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

“Far be it from us to forsake the Lord for the service of 

other gods.” We struggle with our gods. They appear in the 

forms of things like money, power, prestige, popularity, 

privilege, and self�fulfillment. We like these “gods” 

because they make us feel good and ask very little of us in 

return. When we worship them, we worship ourselves. How 

can you go wrong with that? We buy into the illusion that if 

something can give us a comfortable life, free of want and 

need, then it is worth setting other things aside to pursue it. 

In essence, we sell our souls. Our struggle with “who is 

God” and to whom do we belong is a real one and one that 

can easily find us empty and experiencing disillusionment.�

�

The devil tempted Jesus in the desert and promised him 

more. We are promised “more.” But in pursuing the more 

and the satisfying we lose track of the cost, and the cost is 

great. We sacrifice our very life in pursuit of something 

disguised as life. We sacrifice truth for something that only 

“feels” true. While the true and real God certainly promises 

us many things, many things are also required. It is not 

about the warm and secure feelings and self�absorption the 

world wants to provide, but of giving back. There can be no 

lukewarm stance with regard to faith. If we are in, then faith 

in Jesus Christ asks us to do some difficult things: work in 

service of God’s kingdom (not our own), love our enemies, 

offer no resistance to injury, that we must die to ourselves 

in order to find ourselves, and trust that Jesus truly gives us 

his flesh and blood to eat and drink. These are hard things 

to accept and even harder to put into practice. It is no 

wonder that many, who may be attracted to Jesus at first, 

walk away in pursuit of the more self�satisfying gods.�

�

But truth is truth. If we cannot accept it from the lips of 

Jesus Christ, then where else will we find it? To whom can 

we go? There is only one source of truth and life, Jesus 

Christ. Jesus has the words of eternal life and if we do not 

go to him, then where else will we find this gift? But we 

must be faithful and buy into the whole package deal that 

requires sacrifice and fidelity. When we do, we find 

ourselves, through the Body and Blood of Christ, connected 

to the Source of all life and then intimately bound with our 

brothers and sisters. We all have to decide whether we want 

to stay or go and if we can accept what Jesus has to say. It’s 

a choice we all have to make.�

�

Sunday Summary�

�

Joshua 24:1�2a, 15�17, 18b  The moment of decision 

arrives for the people of Israel on the verge of a new land.�

Psalm 34:2�3, 16�17, 18�19, 20�21  Evildoers will be 

confronted, and the just delivered with no bones broken.�

Ephesians 5:21�32  Marriage is lifted up as the symbol of 

Christ and his church.�

John 6:60�69  The bread of life discourse wins no 

converts and loses many disciples.�

Readings for the week of August 22, 2021�

Sunday: � � � Jos 24:1�2a, 15�17, 18b/Ps 34:2�3, 16�17, �

� � � � � 18�19, 20�21, 22�23 [9a]/Eph 5:21�32 or �

� � � � � 5:2a, 25�32/Jn 6:60�69�

Monday: �� � 1 Thes 1:1�5, 8b�10/Ps 149:1b�2, 3�4, 5�6a 

� � � � � and 9b [cf. 4a]/Mt 23:13�22�

Tuesday: �� � Rv 21:9b�14/Ps 145:10�11, 12�13, 17�18 �

� � � � � [12]/Jn 1:45�51�

Wednesday: �� 1 Thes 2:9�13/Ps 139:7�8, 9�10, 11�12ab �

� � � � � [1]/Mt 23:27�32�

Thursday: � � 1 Thes 3:7�13/Ps 90:3�5a, 12�13, 14 and �

� � � � � 17 [14]/Mt 24:42�51�

Friday: � � � 1 Thes 4:1�8/Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5�6, 10, 11��

� � � � � 12 [12a]/Mt 25:1�13�

Saturday: � � 1 Thes 4:9�11/Ps 98:1, 7�8, 9 [9]/Mt 25:14

� � � � � �30�

Next Sunday: � Dt 4:1�2, 6�8/Ps 15:2�3, 3�4, 4�5 [1a]/Jas �

� � � � � 1:17�18, 21b�22, 27/Mk 7:1�8, 14�15, 21��

� � � � � 23�

©LPi �

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey,�

let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word�

of kindness to every person we encounter,�

for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.”�



�

�

�

�

�

Registration for Faith Formation,�

First Communion, and Confirmation�

�

Registration is now open for fall enrollment for Faith     

Formation, First Communion, and Confirmation.  Sacred 

Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist church programs 

are now merged at all levels.�

�

For grades 1 � 5 and children 3 � 6 years old, classes will 

meet Sundays after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart St. 

Francis from 10:30 a.m. � 11:45 a.m. beginning Sunday, 

September 26.�

�

Confirmation is for grades 6 through 8, and will meet 

twice a month on Sundays from 4:30 p.m. � 5:45 p.m.      

beginning Sunday, August 29.�

�

Registration is online at https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/

registration�forms for both parishes.  You may register your 

family on one form.  We ask that a registration fee of $10 

per student or $25 per family be submitted.  Payment can be 

made in one of the following ways:�

�

�� Online by clicking the donate button and choosing 

“Class Registration Fees”�

�� In person on the first day of class�

�� Mail to: Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Faith        

Formation Registration, 238 Main Street, Bennington, 

VT 05201�

�

Please contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at 442�3141 

with any questions.�

�

�

�

�
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�

�

�

We are very excited to open a Level II Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd Atrium this fall, and we could use some 

help!  Our needs include:�

�

�� A small low table for a prayer table�

�� Bookshelves: units of three or four shelves at least 10” 

deep�

�� School desks or small tables at which one or two     

children could work�

�� Woodworkers who are willing to help create materials 

for us�

�� We have a wish list of items to purchase if you would 

be interested in sponsoring one�

�� And especially your prayers!  Any help with these 

needs would be greatly appreciated!�

�

Classes will meet after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses       

beginning September 26.  If you know of anyone interested 

in Faith Formation, or could help us with our wish list, 

please contact Kathy Murphy at 442�3141.�

Meet Our New Principal �

Mrs. Tiffany McKenna�

�

Tiffany McKenna was born and 

raised in the Bennington area.  After 

graduating from MAU in 2006, she 

attended the University of Vermont 

for Elementary Education. She    

immediately proceeded to get her 

Masters degree in Educational       

Psychology, specializing in Gifted 

Education and Talent Development, from the University of 

Connecticut.  She started her teaching career at the School 

of Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales and has finally returned 

to start her tenure in the principal position.  She currently 

lives in North Bennington with her husband, Ryan, their 

three children, Riley, Rory and Raegan, and their dog   

Dexter.�

�

�

�

�

FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on 

any device, including your computer, smartphone, and    

tablet with internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use 

parish code JHGX4D to discover entertaining movies,     

programs, talks, audio dramas, and e�books � just a click 

away!�

�

Pick of the Week for August 22:�

�

Learn:  FORMED Now: The Feast of Saint Monica �

Throughout her life, St. Monica constantly prayed for the 

conversion of Augustine, her beloved son.  Her tearful  

prayers helped build her son into the Doctor of Grace. In 

this video, join Dr. Gray and Dr. Sehorn as they discuss 

more about this great Saint.�

�

Listen:  The Faith and Culture Podcast: The Confessions of 

St. Augustine �

In this episode of the Faith and Culture podcast, Joseph 

Pearce and Dr. John Sehorn discuss the most towering 

Church Father of the West, St. Augustine.  Together, Pearce 

and Sehorn describe the purpose of Augustine's              

Confessions, the relatability of this Saint, and his impact on 

the world in his own time and culture. Finally, they discuss 

what we can learn from Augustine today. �

�
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�

Thank you to those who have given to the 2021 Bishop’s 

Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of ministries and      

services impacting all of our parishes, including Catholic 

faith formation, education, vocations, emergency aid, and 

so much more.  Please visit bishopsappealvt.org for more    

information or to make a gift.�

�

To date, our parish has raised $10,560 toward our goal of 

$29,448.10.  This is 36% of our parish goal.�



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski
to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

WWW.LSUBARU.COM

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


