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        Mass Intentions�

And Liturgical Celebrations for 9/4�9/12�

�

Sat./Sun., 9/4�9/5 � Twenty�third Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� For our parishioners�

9:00 a.m.� Theresa DeMasi by Linda Meskun�

11:00 a.m.� Janet Paturzo (birthday remembrance)�

� by her daughter Lisa�

�

Monday, 9/6 � Weekday�

9:00 a.m.� Henrietta Billow by her adoring family�

�

Tuesday, 9/7 � Weekday�

9:00 a.m.� Special Intention�

�

Wednesday, 9/8� The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

No Mass�

�

Thursday, 9/9 � Saint Peter Claver�

No Mass�

�

Friday, 9/10 � Weekday�

No Mass�

�

Sat./Sun., 9/11�9/12 � Twenty�fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Joseph & Anna Cross by their daughters�

9:00 a.m.� Jane & Clifton Dietrick by the Belnap Family�

11:00 a.m.� For our parishioners�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Then he looked up to heaven and groaned, and said to 

him, “Ephphatha!”�that is, “Be opened!” �

And immediately the man’s ears were opened, his 

speech impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly. 

� Mk 7:34�35�

Gospel Reflection�

Twenty�third Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

From the time we are born into this world until we die, 

our human radar picks up signals about how to respond 

to life. What we picked up on when we were very young 

carries an even greater power. The messages we receive 

and process tell us what we are “supposed” to do with 

our feelings, how to understand and cope with 

disappointment, anxiety, failure, death, illness, and what 

to expect out of life. As life unfolds for us, these radar 

messages kick in and resonate in us at very deep levels. 

Sometimes what we have learned is helpful and 

sometimes it is not. The stories we have been told, 

especially when we are young, about how life is best 

lived and how to negotiate its pain carry a heavy weight.�

�

Life can be challenging and frightening. Sometimes, it 

really hurts to be a human being. It also can be quite 

unpredictable and, at times, unfair. We face our 

vulnerability and brokenness of all kinds: physical, 

emotional, and spiritual. It doesn’t take much for life to 

quickly fall apart. What we knew to be familiar and true 

is gone and something we relied upon, physically, 

emotionally, or spiritually, can be taken away. It is hard 

to confront our limitations and sit with our 

incompleteness. Often, life hurts us so much that we find 

ourselves sitting in a pool of sadness, not sure what we 

are supposed to do. It is particularly hard when the 

signals we have inherited tell us that we need to be 

successful in what we do, and we have to avoid life’s 

unfairness. We can feel like a failure, wondering what 

precisely we did to deserve this fate, or ruminate about 

what we did not do correctly. But it’s really not about us. 

We are part of a bigger picture and a much more 

fascinating story!�

�

If we cease doing battle with life’s incompleteness and 

see ourselves, as God does, on a journey toward 

wholeness and completeness we can better accept our 

disappointments and stand firm. The prophets told us, 

and Jesus reassured us: Be strong! Fear not! Sometimes 

we have to update our stories and replace them with 

newer, more accurate ones. When we make God’s story 

our own and tune our radar into His voice, what we hear 

is all about restoration, healing, and rejuvenation! This is 

true even when we think we have hit rock bottom and can 

go no further. There is always hope. Remember the 

words of Julian of Norwich: God made us, God loves us, 

and God keeps us. Now, listen to God when He says, “be 

opened!” Be healed and allow your stories to change.�

�

Sunday Summary�

�

Isaiah 35:4�7a  God restores all that has been lost and 

makes the barren situation fertile.�

Psalm 146:7, 8�9, 9�10  God is on the side of the hungry 

and oppressed, and champions the just and the needy.�

James 2:1�5  Worldly folk favor  the r ich over  the poor , 

but God gives the Kingdom to the lowly.�

Mark 7:31�37  Jesus restores both hearing and speech, 

which astonishes the crowds.�

Readings for the week of September 5, 2021�

Sunday: � � � Is 35:4�7a/Ps 146:7, 8�9, 9�10 [1b]/Jas 2:1�

� � � � � �5/Mk 7:31�37�

Monday: �� � Col 1:24�2:3/Ps 62:6�7, 9 [8]/Lk 6:6�11�

Tuesday: �� � Col 2:6�15/Ps 145:1b�2, 8�9, 10�11 [9]/Lk 

� � � � � 6:12�19�

Wednesday: �� Mi 5:1�4a or Rom 8:28�30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c �

� � � � � [Is 61:10]/Mt 1:1�16, 18�23 or 1:18�23�

Thursday: � � Col 3:12�17/Ps 150:1b�2, 3�4, 5�6 [6]/Lk �

� � � � � 6:27�38�

Friday: � � � 1 Tm 1:1�2, 12�14/Ps 16:1b�2a and 5, 7�8, 

� � � � � 11 [cf. 5]/Lk 6:39�42�

Saturday: � � 1 Tm 1:15�17/Ps 113:1b�2, 3�4, 5a and 6�7 

� � � � � [2]/Lk 6:43�49�

Next Sunday: � Is 50:5�9a/Ps 116:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [9]/Jas 

� � � � � 2:14�18/Mk 8:27�35�

�

©LPi �

Please Note�

�

The priests of the diocese will be �

at a meeting on September 8

th

 and 9

th

, therefore�

the 9:00 Mass will not be celebrated on those days.�

�

Please remember all our priests in your prayers.�



�

�

�

�

�

Registration for Faith Formation,�

First Communion, and Confirmation�

�

Registration is now open for fall enrollment for Faith     

Formation, First Communion, and Confirmation.  Sacred 

Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist church programs 

are now merged at all levels.�

�

For grades 1 � 5 and children 3 � 6 years old, classes will 

meet Sundays after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart St. 

Francis from 10:30 a.m. � 11:45 a.m. beginning Sunday, 

September 26.�

�

Confirmation is for grades 6 through 8, and will meet 

twice a month on Sundays from 4:30 p.m. � 5:45 p.m.      

beginning Sunday, August 29.�

�

Registration is online at https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/

registration�forms for both parishes.  You may register your 

family on one form.  We ask that a registration fee of $10 

per student or $25 per family be submitted.  Payment can be 

made in one of the following ways:�

�

�� Online by clicking the donate button and choosing 

“Class Registration Fees”�

�� In person on the first day of class�

�� Mail to: Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Faith        

Formation Registration, 238 Main Street, Bennington, 

VT 05201�

�

Please contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at 442�3141 

with any questions.�

�

�

�

�
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�

�

�

�

�

We are very excited to open a Level II Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd Atrium this fall, and we could use some 

help!  Our needs include:�

�

�� A small low table for a prayer table�

�� Bookshelves: units of three or four shelves at least 10” 

deep�

�� School desks or small tables at which one or two     

children could work�

�� Woodworkers who are willing to help create materials 

for us�

�� We have a wish list of items to purchase if you would 

be interested in sponsoring one�

�� And especially your prayers!  Any help with these 

needs would be greatly appreciated!�

�

Classes will meet after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses       

beginning September 26.  If you know of anyone interested 

in Faith Formation, or could help us with our wish list, 

please contact Kathy Murphy at 442�3141.�

“As we walk the road of our spiritual journey,�

let us not miss the opportunity to offer a smile and a word�

of kindness to every person we encounter,�

for we are welcoming the presence of Christ among us.”�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Heavenly Father, Creator of All,�

You have created the �

human person as good.�

You have placed us in the �

world as one human family,�

as sisters and brothers.�

We pray today for all victims �

of violence across the world,�

for the healing of their mind and body, �

for their mourning family members,�

for the repose of their souls.�

Jesus, You have told us to �

love our enemies,�

and to pray for those �

who persecute us.�

Give us the strength and �

courage to forgive.�

Remove all lingering desire for revenge.�

Holy Spirit, reveal to us �

the mercy of God.�

Give us the gift of Your peace �

that surpasses all understanding.�

Amen.�

�

�

�

�

�

St. John’s Sodality�

�

The Ladies’ Sodality will resume their monthly meetings in 

Father DeMasi Hall beginning Thursday, September 9 at 

6:30 p.m.  All women of the parish are invited to join. �

�

Eucharistic Ministers Needed�

�

We are in need of Eucharistic Ministers for the 9:00 a.m. 

Mass. Training will be provided. Scheduling is done at your 

convenience. If you are able to assist with this Ministry, 

please contact Diane Granger at 518�366�8642 or email at 

dianeg1229@gmail.com. �

�

Eucharistic Adoration�

Wednesdays from 4:00 � 5:00 p.m.�

�

“Through Mary the cause of our joy you discover that no 

where on earth are you more welcomed, no where on earth 

are you more loved, than by Jesus, living and truly present 

in the Most Blessed Sacrament… He is really there in     

Person waiting just for you.” �Saint Teresa of Calcutta�



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski
to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

WWW.LSUBARU.COM

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


