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        Mass Intentions�

And Liturgical Celebrations for 9/11�9/19�

�

Sat./Sun., 9/11�9/12 � Twenty�fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Joseph & Anna Cross by their daughters�

9:00 a.m.� Jane & Clifton Dietrick by the Belnap Family�

11:00 a.m.� For our parishioners�

�

Monday, 9/13 � Saint John Chrysostom�

9:00 a.m.� Special Intention�

�

Tuesday, 9/14 � The Exaltation of the Holy Cross�

9:00 a.m.� Special Intention�

�

Wednesday, 9/15 � Our Lady of Sorrows�

9:00 a.m.� Theresa DeMasi by Lori, Mark, & Timothy �

� Franceschetti�

�

Thursday, 9/16 � Saints Cornelius and Cyprian�

9:00 a.m.� Henrietta Billow by Linda Meskun�

�

Friday, 9/17 � Saint Robert Bellarmine�

No Mass�

�

Sat./Sun., 9/18�9/19 � Twenty�fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

5:30 p.m.� Darlene Galipeau by Charlene & Gary Martin�

9:00 a.m.� Laura Meehan (6

th

 anniversary) by the Family�

11:00 a.m.� Bob Flynn (20

th

 anniversary) by the Family�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

He summoned the crowd with his disciples �

and said to them, “Whoever wishes to come after me 

must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, �

but whoever loses his life for my sake�

and that of the gospel will save it.”�

� Mk 8:34�35 �

Gospel Reflection�

Twenty�fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

We need to get our bearings straight and properly lay life’s 

cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of our journey will be 

skewed, and our judgment clouded. We can recall Jesus’ 

famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as God does, 

but as human beings do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’ closest 

friends struggles with understanding things and grasping the 

big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881�1955) a 

renowned and learned French Jesuit priest often has these 

words attributed to him: “We are not human beings having 

a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a 

human experience.” Whether they were actually from his 

lips, they certainly mimic his thought. These wise words 

orient us and capture the essence of who we really are.�

�

Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no wonder 

that they come to this conclusion when they predominantly 

define themselves using human terms and concepts. 

Immersed in this world view, they struggle finding any 

semblance of God because God does not work according to 

human expectations! This is especially true when suffering 

and death enter life’s picture. If we are only human beings 

having a spiritual experience, then we wrongly expect our 

spirituality to serve us as we desire. The human expectation 

is that my spiritual life is something that is useful in 

avoiding pain, hardship, and death, not something that gives 

the courage to live through it!�

�

So, when we protest and get upset with God because our 

journey is becoming difficult, painful, treacherous, 

disappointing, and even pointing us toward death, Jesus 

rebukes us as he did Peter and gently reminds us how to 

see. It is God who inspires and opens hearts to see truth and 

beauty. In God, the true meaning of things is understood, 

and we receive a depth of insight and understanding that is 

not found following purely human paths. It is not our task to 

understand God, as God is beyond human understanding. 

Ours is the joyful privilege of simply resting in God’s 

presence simply because God is God and we are who we 

are. As spiritual beings having an exciting and adventurous 

human experience, it is in our DNA to do so. Through 

prayer we can let go and let be. This is how we lose our 

lives but then save them.�

�

�

Sunday Summary�

�

Isaiah 50:5�9a  The Servant of the Lord counts on God 

and receives the world's abuse.�

Psalm 116:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9  Death drew near , but God' s 

mercy rescued the faithful one.�

James 2:14�18  The line between faith and works is an 

illusion quickly crossed.�

Mark 8:27�35  Peter  doesn' t like the sound of the 

Servant's way through suffering and rejection.�

�

�

Readings for the week of September 12, 2021�

Sunday: � � � Is 50:5�9a/Ps 116:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 8�9 [9]/Jas 

� � � � � 2:14�18/Mk 8:27�35�

Monday: �� � 1 Tm 2:1�8/Ps 40:7�8a, 8b�9, 10, 17 [1Cor 

� � � � � 11:26b]/Lk 7:1�10�

Tuesday: �� � Nm 21:4b�9/Ps 78:1bc�2, 34�35, 36�37, 38 

� � � � � [cf. 7b]/Phil 2:6�11/Jn 3:13�17�

Wednesday: �� 1 Tm 3:14�16/Ps 111:1�2, 3�4, 5�6 [2]/Jn �

� � � � � 19:25�27 or Lk 2:33�35�

Thursday: � � 1 Tm 4:12�16/Ps 111:7�8, 9, 10 [2]/Lk ��

� � � � � 7:36�50�

Friday: � � � 1 Tm 6:2c�12/Ps 49:6�7, 8�10, 17�18, 19��

� � � � � 20/Lk 8:1�3�

Saturday: � � 1 Tm 6:13�16/Ps 100:1b�2, 3, 4, 5 [2]/Lk �

� � � � � 8:4�15�

Next Sunday: � Wis 2:12, 17�20/Ps 54:3�4, 5, 6�8 [6b]/Jas 

� � � � � 3:16�4:3/Mk 9:30�37�

�
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Registration for Faith Formation,�

First Communion, and Confirmation�

�

Registration is now open for fall enrollment for Faith     

Formation, First Communion, and Confirmation.  Sacred 

Heart St. Francis and St. John the Baptist church programs 

are now merged at all levels.�

�

For grades 1 � 5 and children 3 � 6 years old, classes will 

meet Sundays after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart St. 

Francis from 10:30 a.m. � 11:45 a.m. beginning Sunday, 

September 26.�

�

Confirmation is for grades 6 through 8, and will meet 

twice a month on Sundays from 4:30 p.m. � 5:45 p.m.      

Classes began Sunday, August 29.�

�

Registration is online at https://sacredheartsaintfrancis.org/

registration�forms for both parishes.  You may register your 

family on one form.  We ask that a registration fee of $10 

per student or $25 per family be submitted.  Payment can be 

made in one of the following ways:�

�

�� Online by clicking the donate button and choosing 

“Class Registration Fees”�

�� In person on the first day of class�

�� Mail to: Sacred Heart St. Francis de Sales, Faith        

Formation Registration, 238 Main Street, Bennington, 

VT 05201�

�

Please contact Kathy Murphy or Mary Drew at 442�3141 

with any questions.�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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�

�

�

We are very excited to open a Level II Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd Atrium this fall, and we could use some 

help!  Our needs include:�

�

�� A small low table for a prayer table�

�� Bookshelves: units of three or four shelves at least 10” 

deep�

�� School desks or small tables at which one or two     

children could work�

�� Woodworkers who are willing to help create materials 

for us�

�� We have a wish list of items to purchase if you would 

be interested in sponsoring one�

�� And especially your prayers!  Any help with these 

needs would be greatly appreciated!�

�

Classes will meet after the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Masses       

beginning September 26.  If you know of anyone interested 

in Faith Formation, or could help us with our wish list, 

please contact Kathy Murphy at 442�3141.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you to those who have given to the 2021 Bishop’s 

Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of ministries and      

services impacting all of our parishes, including Catholic 

faith formation, education, vocations, emergency aid, and 

so much more.  Please visit bishopsappealvt.org for more    

information or to make a gift.�

�

To date, our parish has raised $18,423 toward our goal of 

$29,448.10.  This is 63% of our parish goal.�

�

�

�

The National Collection for The Catholic          

University of America in Washington, D.C. will be 

taken up this weekend, September 11 � 12.  It is 

unique as the national university of the Catholic 

Church and the only institution of higher education founded 

by the United States Bishops and chartered by the Vatican. 

The Catholic University of America educates clergy,       

religious, and young lay men and women from every region 

of the United States, providing future leaders for our Church 

and nation. Thank you in advance for your generosity in 

supporting the university and the countless number of     

students who will experience an education grounded in 

Catholic tradition.�

�
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FORMED gives you access to the best Catholic content on any 

device, including your computer, smartphone and tablet with 

internet access.  Go to FORMED.org and use parish code 

JHGX4D.�

�

Pick of the Week for September 12:�

�

Watch:  The Reluctant Saint: The Story of St. Joseph of 

Cupertino�

�

Maximilian Schell stars as "the flying friar," St. Joseph of 

Cupertino, in this heartwarming and true story of the     

humble Franciscan friar who literally rose to sainthood.  In 

the impoverished village of seventeenth century Cupertino, 

Italy, Joseph's peasant mother convinces the reluctant     

Abbott to accept her son into the monastery.  With the    

support of the kindly local Bishop who sees in him a great 

deal more than others do, and by a series of miraculous  

incidents, the simple but pious Joseph is ordained a priest.�

�

Listen:  Drawing Strength from Our Lady of Sorrows �

by Kimberly Hahn�

�

Speaker and author Kimberly Hahn, wife of Dr. Scott Hahn 

and mother of six, is a convert to the Catholic Faith.        

Although honoring Mary was difficult for her to understand 

initially, she began to encounter Mary's loving guidance in 

little ways on a daily basis.  In this presentation, Kimberly 

reflects on the joys and sorrows that Mary prayerfully     

experienced during her time on earth, and shares how her 

example leads us closer to Christ.�



THIS SPACE IS
Serving the Community

for 40 Years
303 Depot Street • Bennington

 802-442-3519

Contact Gary Zakrzewski
to place an ad today! 

gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6413

THE 
PHARMACY INC.
205 NORTH STREET
BENNINGTON

442-5602

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com John the Baptist, North Bennington, VT 04-0197

HANSON - WALBRIDGE
& SHEA FUNERAL HOME

On-site Crematory
Mark Shea • Tom Lloyd

Monument Sales & Service

www.sheafuneralhomes.com

Bennington 
442-4329

Arlington 
375-2222

E.P. MAHAR & SON FUNERAL HOME
MT. ANTHONY CREMATION SERVICES

J.A. MAHAR MONUMENTS
628 Main St., Bennington 802-442-2516

385 Bonnet St., Manchester Center, VT 802-362-9173
Our family serving your family for 3 generations

www.maharandsonfuneralhome.net

DIFFERENT DIFFERENT 
n	PAINTS 
n	STAINS 
n	WALLPAPER 
 SUPPLIES

Bob & Denise Short/Owners 
442-5563

219 BenMont Ave., Bennington

Strokes

ph: 802.442.3400
fax: 802.447.3010

527 N. Bennington Road
Bennington, VT 05201

WWW.LSUBARU.COM

“Quick, friendly, old-fashioned service”
Miles Lumber Company, Inc. of Arlington ,VT

Since 1927

D. B. McKenna & Co., Inc.
Financial Planning & Investments

207 West Main St., Bennington, VT  

802-447-1538 
 • Stocks & Bonds
 • Mutual Funds
 • Individual Retirement Accounts

Serving the Community SinCe 1982
Member FINRA/SIPC

PEMBROKE 
Landscape & nursery 

132 Harrington Road
North Bennington, Vermont

442-2020
Just past Henry Covered Bridge

(802) 442-2705
 675 NORTH BRANCH STREET

P.O. BOX 27, BENNINGTON VT 05201

Fairwinds Residential Care Home
27 Years Experience

A Unique Adult Care Facility
Designed for Your Complete Comfort

24 Hour Supervision • State Licensed Level IV
Family Atmosphere • Caring Staff

Home Cooked Meals
Immaculate Rooms

Private Rooms Available

Wayne & Wanda King - Owners
802-442-4067   108 Mechanic St. N. Bennington, VT

This Space 
is Available


