
CHURCH OF ST. HELENA 
950 GROVE AVENUE,  EDISON, NEW  

our  

 
July 12, 2020 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 M.  

DEACON BOB YUNKER 
SISTER MARY CHARLES - ST. HELENA SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

SISTER REBECCA PIATEK - PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
 
MASSES: 

  8:30 
SATURDAY MORNING MASS:  8:30 
SATURDAY:  4:00 PM 
SUNDAY:     8:00 & 10:30 12:15 PM 
 
VIGILS OF EVES OF HOLY DAYS:  7:30 PM 

DAYS:   8:30 & 7:30 PM 

        SATURDAY M O R N I N G   9:15 AM TO 10:30 AM 

a diverse parish, the community of St. Helena’s encourages  to be good stewards through the in-
teraction and involvement of  members with respect and dignity to the poor, the sick and those in  as well 
as encouraging the youth to fully in parish  

 
 

  FEBE CHUA 
PARISH SECRETARY  
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PARISH MEMBERSHIP  All par ishioners should 
be registered.  Please register at the Rectory when you 
move into the parish and also notify the Rectory if you 
are leaving the parish. 
 
SPONSOR LETTERS  Church law mandates that 
a Godparent for Baptism and a Sponsor for Confirma-
tion be an active Confirmed Catholic.  An active Cath-
olic is a parishioner who is registered, attends Mass 
weekly, contributes to the support of the church, is in a 
valid Catholic marriage, and publicly leads a life com-
patible with Church teaching.  We can only write let-
ters of eligibility for parishioners who meet these crite-
ria. 
 
BAPTISM  Baptism is celebrated every Sunday at 
1:30 PM except during Lent.  Arrangements must be 
made in advance.  Sponsors must be practicing Catho-
lics.  If sponsors are from another parish, they are to 
obtain a sponsor letter from their parish priest indicat-
ing that they are practicing Catholics. 
 
MARRIAGE  Mar r iage arrangements should be 
made at least one year in advance and prior to any so-
cial plans.  Contact the Parish Office for all pre-
marriage.  
 
MUSIC MINISTRY  For  information regarding 
our Adult Choir and Children’s Choir, contact the Par-
ish Office at 732-494-3399. 

 
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (CCD)  If 
you are new to the parish and wish to enroll your child 
in the Religious Education Program, please call our 
Religious Ed office at 732-549-4660. 
 
 
RCIA  Adults wishing to become Roman Catholic 
or receive First Eucharist and/or Confirmation, please 
call our Religious Ed office for information on the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
 
 
MASS INTENTIONS  Contact the Par ish Office to 
schedule a Mass for our beloved deceased. 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  Please join us for  
Eucharistic Adoration on Tuesday’s after the 8:30 AM 
Mass - 11:00 AM.  Please join us for the recitation of 
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, private prayer and the 
Rosary of Our Blessed Mother at 10:30 AM for the 
Intention of Respect for Life. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK OR HOMEBOUND  
Our Priests and members of the Legion of Mary bring 
Communion to homebound parishioners or those in 
local area nursing homes.  If you or a family member 
would like to be put on our homebound list please con-
tact the Parish Office to arrange such visits.  To con-
tact a priest in a genuine emergency involving the sick 
or dying, call the rectory office.  After normal business 
hours dial the regular rectory number, 732-494-3399 
and then Ext. 13. 
 
 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD PANTRY  The St. 
Vincent de Paul food collection takes place on the sec-
ond weekend of the month.  Please leave your  non-
perishable food donations on the tables in the breeze-
way the second weekend of the month. 

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS/MINISTRIES 
Director of Music:         Paul Bergin 
Readers/EM Co.    L. Radler, J. Maldony 
      A. Allen 
Youth Director:      M. Tonzola 
YLF:      ylfshp@gmail.com 
Trustees:        Dr. M. Garcia and J. Nolan 
HSA Pres.:            R. Wall, 732-549-6234 
Athletic Assoc.:       732-549-6234 
Altar Servers      J. Castro 
Dir. of Religious Ed     L. Soltys, 732-549-4660 
Altar Rosary Society:     J. Maldony 
Holy Name Society:        T. Fiedorowicz 
Knights of Columbus:     J. DiPaola 
Legion of Mary:              J. Toth 
FAA:                               Dr. M. Garcia 
Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts   Sue Dalton, 732-680-1719 
 
If you wish to get in touch with anyone in these Or-
ganizations/Ministries, please call the Rectory Office 
at 732-494-3399, Ext. 10, unless otherwise noted. 

HOW TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE 
      If you were sexually abused by a member of the 
clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, 
or you know of someone who was, you are encour-
aged to report that abuse to law enforcement and/or 
by contacting the Diocesan Response Officer at (908) 
930-4558 (24 hours/7 days a week). For more infor-
mation on how to report abuse, visit our diocesan 
website: https://diometuchen.org/report-a-suspected-
abuse. 
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July 12, 2020 - Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

SUNDAY - July 12, 2020 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM  Peter Cochran r/o The Cochran Family 
  and Christine Drebych r/o  
  The Kalynovych Family 
10:30 AM Dorothy Aratico r/o Amanda &  
  Michael Marciniak 
12:15 PM Gerald Orlando r/o The Orlando Family 
NO 5PM MASS AT THIS TIME INTENTION 
MOVED TO 8:00 AM SUNDAY 

 
MONDAY - July 13, 2020 

8:30 AM  Jacob Robert Mauer r/o M/M Anthony 
  & Maria D’Amico 
 

TUESDAY - July 14, 2020 
8:30 AM  Helen & Charles Burt r/o Family 

 
WEDNESDAY - July 15, 2020 

8:30 AM Sr. Joselma & Sr. Anastasia r/o Friends 
 

THURSDAY – July 16, 2020 
8:30 AM  Michael DeFrancesco r/o Family 
 

FRIDAY - July 17, 2020 
8:30 AM Natalie DeFrancesco r/o Family 
 

SATURDAY - July 18, 2020 

 

 
8:30 AM  PURGATORIAL SOCIETY 

 
July 2020 

 
Bruce Schmidt r/o Family 

Joe Dunne r/o Eileen Dunne 
Thomas Adamski r/o Daughter, Mary Adamski 
Emilio Cesareo r/o Virginia & Jaime Quintong 

Ed Zdanowicz r/o Olivia Zdanowicz 
Dorothy Aratico r/o Family 

Mary Wilmeth r/o The Gochuico Family 
Leroy Thomas Johnston r/o The Yglesias Family 

Rosella Isabelle McNamee r/o The Yglesias Family 
Matthew Oommen r/o Family 

Louis Caruso r/o Teresa Caruso & Families 
John & Anne Skalangya  

r/o Howard & Eileen Lishinsky 
Ben & Roslyn Lishinsky  

r/o Howard & Eileen Lishinsky 

SUNDAY - July 19, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 AM  Bruce Schmidt r/o Family and Angelo 
  Coscia r/o Marie Coscia 
10:30 AM Stanley Madjeski r/o Wife, Fran 
12:15 PM Dolores LaRocca r/o Susan & Sis 
NO 5PM MASS AT THIS TIME INTENTION 
MOVED TO 8:00 AM SUNDAY 

Holy and blessed St. Helena, with 
love and devotion you sought to 
find the Cross of Our Savior.   

I plead for your intercession that I 
may have the same love and devo-
tion to Jesus my Lord. Like you, 
may I accept the trials of life with 
patience and hope. 

Under your protection, may I carry the Cross which 
the Lord has given me in this life and one day may I 
share with you the Crown of life eternal. 

St. Helena, finder of the Cross, pray for us. Amen 

SATURDAY - July 18, 2020 (Continued) 
4:00 PM Margaret Angelone r/o Her Daughter 

An Act of  
Spiritual Communion 

 
My Jesus,  

I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You 
as if You were already there and unite myself wholly 
to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
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Dear Parishioners,  
     In today’s Gospel, the parable says that some-
times the seed falls on rocky ground.  It does not de-
velop roots.  This part of the parable really cuts us to 
the core, because it says that the enthusiasm for the 
Word, for the Lord, is not good enough.  All those 
good feelings will die out with time, unless it is far 
more than feelings we search for.  Sometimes the 
seed falls among the thickets and thorns.  God’s 
word takes root, but other things take priority in our 
lives.  All of us have many activities and obliga-
tions.  Often, we forget  that our primary responsibil-
ity is to Jesus Christ.  We have been given the Word. 
We cannot allow the concerns around us to choke 
off his Presence within us.  We cannot allow our-
selves to become deaf to His Call to rebuild His 
Church. 
      But there are times, many times, that God’s seed 
falls on good soil.  There are many people who care 
for the Presence of the Lord, who are more con-
cerned with His Kingdom than their own emotional 
feelings of His Presence.  There are many people 
who refuse to let anything the world throws at them 
destroy the mission they have been entrusted with by 
the Divine Sower. 
      We need to be good soil.  We have to cultivate the 
Presence of the Lord in our lives, and serve God no 
matter whether we feel His Presence today as we did 
last week, last month, last year, or whenever we were 
given the gift of a spiritual high.  We can fight off 
anything that tries to destroy our determination to 
live in union with Jesus Christ.   We can be the good 
soil that returns to the Lord more fruit than we could 
ever imagine.  
  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
   

TITHING - GOD’S PLAN FOR GIVING 
Thank You to all of you that are  

continuing to contribute at this time! 
I Am Truly Humbled  

by your Generosity - Thank You! 
7/05/20 Collection  7/07/19 Collection 
Reg.  $5,904  Reg.   $8,625 
Reg. Online $3,995  Reg. Online $1,690 
R&R  $1,786  R&R  $2,761 
R&R Online $   565  R&R Online $   330 

PLEASE REMEMBER WHEN JOINING US 
FOR MASS: 
* FACE COVERINGS ARE MANDATORY 

 
* HAND SANITIZER IS AVAILABLE IN 
 CHURCH 

 
* AN USHER WILL SEAT YOU IN A PEW 
 
* PLEASE MAINTAIN A SAFE DISTANCE 

 
WEATHER PERMITTING 10:30 AM MASS 
WILL BE CELEBRATED OUTSIDE IN THE 
PARKING LOT. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
     In a letter received this past week,  
St. Helena Parish has been notified that 
Bishop James F. Checchio has called 
Mr. Gregory Joseph Zanetti and Mr. 
Timothy Mark Eck II, to the Order of 

Deacon.  In conformity with Canon Law, we have 
been asked to make a public announcement of this 
pending ordination to the parishioners of St. Helena: 

 
To be Ordained to the  

Order of Deacon on July 25, 2020: 
 

Mr. Gregory Joseph Zanetti 
Mr. Timothy Mark Eck II 

 
Please keep Greg and Tim in your prayers as they 
near their ordination. 

WELCOME! 
     On June 28th we had our 
first socially distanced bap-
tism since the start of the pan-
demic and welcomed Sebas-
tian Alexander Szynwelski to 
our faith community. 
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SAINT HELENA SCHOOL EXCEEDS ANTICIPATED EXPECTATIONS  
DURING VIRTUAL LEARNING DIRECTIVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Administration and teachers began researching early on how teachers could effectively reach students in a vir-
tual platform  “...Although there were many options available to teach virtually, Zoom proved to be the most ef-
fective for us.”  “Not only did they offer their services for free, they also upgraded their security to help ensure 
student privacy,” said Sister Charles Wienckoski, Principal.  SHS students are able to experience a “regular 
school day,” beginning at 8:30 AM and ending at 2:00 PM with time for lunch.    
     All classes from Kindergarten to 8th Grade meet for a regularly scheduled day including special classes such 
as Art, Physical Education and Health, Library and Music.  In addition, students participate in “after school” 
clubs like Crocheting, Virtual Walking, Scavenger Hunts, Bingo, Escape Club, and Sign Language Club with 
more afterschool activities being planned.  “We even hold movie and campfire nights for some of the grades,” 
said 6th Grade Homeroom Teacher, Cyndie Phillips. 
     Parents are an important part of this process and biweekly parent meetings are held virtually to discuss suc-
cesses as well as challenges.  It’s also another way for teachers to explain and clarify future assignments and pro-
jects. 
     “Our Catholic Identity is not ignored,” said Father Anthony Sirianni, Pastor.  Students pray the Chaplet of Di-
vine Mercy on Wednesday afternoons at 3:00 PM and participating in reciting the Rosary—all virtually. 
     As a Blue Ribbon School, Saint Helena’s is always striving for ways to effectively reach students.  Right from 
the start of the Pandemic the administration ensured that each student had some form of technology to use that 
effectively interacted with virtual lessons.  If no technology was available or if there were multiple students in a 
family, Google Chromebooks were provided by the school.  PreK 3 & 4 participate in virtual classes as well.   
    Plans are already in motion for the possibility of a resurgence of this virus in the Fall.  Teachers and admin-
istration meet weekly to discuss how they can better serve the school community now and in the future.  Interest-
ed in finding out more about Saint Helena School?  Visit our website https://www.sthelenaedison.org/ and view 
their virtual Open House. 

WHY SAINT HELENA SCHOOL? 
 
Cognia/AdvanceED Accredited 
Curriculum that highlights Academic Excellence 
Advance Math Classes for Grades 7&8 
S.T.R.E.A.M. incorporated into the curriculum 
1.1 Chrome Book Technology for Grades 3-8  
integrated with Google Classroom 
i-Pad/Chrome Book Technology for Grades K to 2 
Technology Lab & Smartboards in classrooms 
Technology, Spanish, Art, Music, Library,  
Physical Education/Health 
Extracurricular Enrichment Opportunities 
Before & Aftercare for PreK4-Grade 8 
Tuition Assistance 
Bus transportation available from some districts 
Full Day Early Childhood Program (PreK3&4) 
Challenging Academic Program 
Technology, Art, Music, Physical Education/Health,  
and Library 

Hands on Technology including iPad, desktop, and 
Smartboard 
Before and After Care for PreK4 - 8 
 
 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Saint Helena School is dedicated to 
providing a well-rounded education for 
students in grades pre-kindergarten 
through eighth.  Gospel values are instilled by 
creating an environment of stewardship and by en-
couraging respect and tolerance.  Strong academic 
skills are achieved through a challenging curriculum 
enriched by the study of fine arts, technology, and 
physical education. 


