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*Daily Mass: ~ 8:30 a.m.�

Rosary Daily: ~ 8:30 a.m.�

No Mass or Rosary on Tuesdays until further notice �

�

*Saturday: ~ 8:30 a.m.�

Saturday Vigil ~ 4:30 p.m.�

�

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. ~ 11:00 a.m. ~ 4:30 p.m.�

�

*A Communion Service may be necessary at times�

Our Lady of Peace 

Roman Catholic Church 

651 Stratford Road ~ Lordship ~ Stratford 

F���� F��	����
:203�377�4863 ext. 15�

Email Address: dnfekete@diobpt.org�

� �          olopreled@sbcglobal.net�

�

P���� O�����:     203�377�4863 ext. 10�

Email: ourlady@sbcglobal.net�

� �   Fax Number: 203�378�5253�

�

W�� S���: www.ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com�

�

Office Hours:�

�

�

Monday through Friday ~ 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.�

�

A������:  10 Ivy Street ~ Stratford, CT 06615�

Gifts and Bequests to Our Lady of Peace Church�

are encouraged and gratefully accepted.�

�

A Suggestion: When a loved one dies, advise friends�

and relatives to make a donation to the�

“Our Lady of Peace Sanctuary Fund”�

in memory of the deceased,�

and include this wish in the Obituary Notice.�

The Sanctuary Candle 

burns this week in memory of 

The Parishioners 

Reverend Nicholas Pavia, Pastor�

�

Faith Formation�

� Deacon Thomas Fekete, Director�

� �

Reverend Michael A. Boccaccio�

  In Residence�

�

Mrs. Karen Capozziello, Cantor�

�

Mr. Martin Tristine,�

Finance Committee Chairperson�

  Telephone Number 203�732�5575�

�

Mrs. Pia Ramadanovic, Administration�

�

S��������	�

B23���4�: By arrangement�

�

R�5675�8�2��67�C����������P��	�
�:�

Saturday:  3:15 to 4:00 p.m.�

Other times by appointment�

�

M2���4679: Arrangements must be made with 

the Pastor at least (8) eight months in advance of 

the date.  Before social plans are made.�

�

R.C.I.A.: Adults interested in becoming 

members of the Catholic Church and those who 

wish to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First 

Eucharist, and Confirmation are asked to contact 

the Parish Office.�

�

N�� P���	������	�

Welcome to Our Parish Family!�

Please visit the Parish Office to register and 

complete a Census Card.�
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Penances and Prayers�God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight under the rafters of a barn: Eternal Peace is 

sleeping in the hay, and Wisdom’s born in secret in a straw�roofed stable.*�

�

When I was younger, I wrote music to and recorded Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you have never read it, search 

it out on the internet. Merton’s words are profound and paint a picture of the awesomeness of Jesus, the newborn King of Kings, 

lying in a simple straw bed. The shepherds and Wise Men are drawn to pay homage to the One who has been born above all others 

and brings with him hope for a broken world.�

�

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers and penances, next to 

those gifts of worldly wealth. What is it that you have to bring to the stable on this feast of the Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those 

prayers and penances lead to a new way of living, our gifts will be void of meaning. What we lay before him speaks to the change 

in us that he has given to us by his birth. Our daily stewardship is resembled in those gifts. If we are to truly echo the kingdom of 

God in our lives and actions, what we ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire selves. This baby will give his entire self for 

us, and his work must continue through our hands and feet. While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries come after 

with our penances and prayers, and lay them down in the sweet�smelling hay beside the wise men’s golden jars.* �

�

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton  � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

GOSPEL MEDITATION�ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

We may walk many roads when we search for God, and He leads us all the while. The men we honor today were not Jews. The 

Messiah wasn’t coming for them, not in the minds of Jesus’ contemporaries. These men were astrologers. They were adept at 

reading portents in the sky, a practice condemned in the Mosaic covenant. Still, to the best of their knowledge and awareness, they 

were seeking the truth. This truth led them to journey from their own homeland to honor a king they’d never met, one they 

couldn’t be sure truly existed. “‘We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.’” Who do you know seeks God so 

tenaciously?�

�

“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,” the Gospel tells us. Who are the seekers in your own life? Maybe it’s your cautiously 

curious co�worker, the neighbor who unexpectedly found peace on a yoga retreat, or your desperately angry child who has chosen, 

for now, to go their own way. Perhaps they’re not overtly headed for Jesus now, not yet. But they may well be seekers of truth in 

ways we didn’t expect. Our invitation is to listen, inquire, and give directions when appropriate.�

�

The magi and modern�day seekers can inspire us as well. When is the last time you sought God’s truth so tenaciously? As 

believers, it can perhaps be easy to become desensitized to the Christmas season and to the miraculous reality we recently 

celebrated. Mass may have been lovely, but so was the succulent roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, and the warm glow of 

family. Consider asking yourself, “God, do I know you as well as I should? Would I journey as far as the magi to meet You, if I 

could? Do I journey to meet You daily in prayer? What do those answer say about me, and about our relationship?” Perhaps we, 

like the magi, can once again be “overjoyed” at seeing the Light of the World.�
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Class Schedule ~ Sunday Mornings�

9:40 to 10:45 a.m.in the Parish Center�

�

No class on January 5th, 2020�

Classes Resume January 12th, 2020 �

�

Faith Formation is an important �

part of family life�not only in your �

own family but, in the life of our �

Parish Family here at �

Our Lady of Peace�where we �

grow together towards the Lord �

with each other.�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK�

Have you ever experienced a time in your life 

when everything came together and became 

abundantly clear? You may have been confused 

about something, in the dark, at a point of doubt, 

or unclear as to how to act. You may have 

questioned someone’s motivation and found 

yourself coming to the wrong conclusion. Then 

out of nowhere, the insight came and reality 

dawned. You experienced an epiphany of sorts! 

Today, we celebrate Christ’s manifestation to all 

of the nations of the world. Has it dawned on you 

yet that Jesus Christ is the answer humanity has 

been seeking? Jesus is truly the beginning and end 

of all things and the key to understanding God’s 

presence in every human heart. Once this real 

Epiphany dawns on us, we can never see God, 

ourselves, or one another in any other way. The 

Divine Light illumines everything and connects 

the dots.�

P+�&�+ ('+ E#$#��%&�

Dear Jesus, though a newborn, the wise men knew your greatness.�

On a hint from the heavens, they traveled far from their places of comfort so that they could honor you.�

From their belief in your divinity, they gave amazing gifts, offerings that symbolized  your life, power, and even 

your death. And because of a dream in the night, they altered their well�laid plans to return home in order to 

protect you. May we be so willing to honor, sacrifice, and obey, all for love of you, as we meditate on the 

meaning of this day. Amen.�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? �

�

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED �

�

Question:�

Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Men…who were they?�

�

Answer:�

We sing songs, give gifts, and move three mysterious men 

into our manger scenes. There’s a rich heritage in the 

Catholic Church of celebrating the magi, but their origins 

are steeped in mystery. The original Greek calls these men 

magoi. The word is translated elsewhere in Scripture to mean “magician,” but a similar word was used in ancient 

history to describe an entirely different set of people altogether. In what is now modern�day Iran, the ruling 

empire had a wealthy priestly caste known as the Magi. At the time of Christ, the Magi formed one of the ruling 

councils of the Parthian Empire. These priests interpreted dreams and read the stars to anticipate major events that 

could affect the fortunes of the empire.�

�

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels traveled from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History tells 

us that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, and Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of Christ. 

Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled over one thousand miles over the course of several 

months to arrive at the Holy Family. Unfortunately for the classic song, there is no concrete evidence these men 

were themselves kings, though they did bear gifts “from afar” at the prompting of their astronomical calculations.�
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Monday, January 6th� � � Prayer Group �

�

Monday, January 13th� � The Lord’s Kitchen�

�

Saturday, January 18th� � Father Pavia Presents �

�

Monday, January 20th� � Prayer Group �

�

January 25th and 26th� � Second Collection�

� � � Church in Latin America �

�

Tuesday, January 28th� � Prayer Shawl Ministry�

�

Monday, February 3rd� � Prayer Group�

�

Thursday, February 6th� � OLOP Shop Reopens�

�

Friday, February 7th� � � Eucharistic Adoration�

�

Monday, February 10th� � The Lord’s Kitchen�

�

Monday, February 17th� � Prayer Group�

�

Tuesday, February 25th�� Prayer Shawl Ministry�

�
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A8���72��7F M67�29� � Church:�

� P�29�� G�6G3 7:00 p.m.�

�

W��7���29�: W��J89�

� M�F�. G�842���7 H288: After 8:30 morning Mass�

� Coffee Hour and Fellowship �

� Church: Meditation Group 7:00 p.m. �

�

TMG���29�: � P2���M C�7���: W��J89�

� *OLOP Shop 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon�

� Ivy League 12:30 p.m.�

�

F���� F���29� � Church:�

� EG5M2���� A�6�2��67 9:00�10:00 a.m.�

�

S2�G��29� � P2���M C�7���: W��J89�

� M�7’� G�6G3 9:00 a.m.�

� *OLOP Shop 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon�

�

*Closed will reopen February 6th at 10:00 a.m.�

OLOP DONATION CENTER �

AND THRIFT SHOP�

�

Parish Center 10 Ivy Street �

Thursdays and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon�

�

The shop is now closed and will reopen Thursday, 

February 6th at 10:00 a.m. Though we are closed we 

depend and look forward to your clean and gently 

used donations that are being used to restock and 

revitalize the tables and shelves.�

�

Donations of some small furniture items are needed. �

�

Again, many thanks for your generosity �

and support. It is greatly appreciated.�

�

We are unable to accept baby furniture, exercise 

equipment, construction and renovation 

materials, electronics, books, CD’s and DVD’s.�

�

Mission of the Shop ~ primarily to help those in 

need, with items at no cost; to burden those with 

items to purge; to generate a little income for the 

Parish.                                              Father Pavia �

Soundcheck Band�

You heard this fun 

80’s band on the �

bluffs this summer!�

�

Saturday, January 18th, 2020�

Our Lady of Peace Church�

Msgr. Gilmartin Hall�

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. �

Band plays 6:30�8:30 p.m.�

�

$15 per person�

tables of $10 are $150�

Make checks payable to OLOP�

�

Tickets will be sold after Masses�

and in the Parish Center�

during regular business hours.�

�

Bring your own beverages �

and hors d’oeuvres�

�� ���  !� �
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Father Pavia �
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and desire pastoral support, you or a family member 

should do two things:�

�

First, notify your priest or Parish Office before or �

upon your admission.�

�

Second, upon admission to the hospital, state �

your denomination and Parish for inclusion�

 in your medical records.�

Welcome � So glad you’re here………..�

�

Interested in becoming a Parishioner �

of Our Lady of Peace?�

�

Please complete the following and deposit in the 

Offertory Basket or drop it off at the Parish Office.�

�

Name_____________________________�

�

Address____________________________�

�

City___________State_____Zip Code_____�

�

Email_____________________________�

�

Telephone No.________________________________�

�

Comments__________________________�

�

We look forward to hearing from you!�

�

�

Our Lady of Peace welcomes anyone who is new 

to our area, anyone who is searching for the 

truth, or anyone who is look ing for a spiritual 

home. We are joyfully and faithfully Roman 

Catholic in belief and practice, a community of 

faith, worship, service, and formation, and with 

open hearts we invite all our brothers and sisters 

into a living and saving friendship with the Lord 

Jesus Christ, in the communion of His One, Holy, 

Catholic and Apostolic Church.�

P2���M P�29�� G�6G3 �

Do you feel a desire to pray for your family, 

friends and for your church? Then please 

join us on Monday, January 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

in the Church. There is a basket, with pen 

and paper, by the Statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

where you can leave written requests. �

All are welcome!�

P/<72. R58720</07:6�

�

Question:�

Why is it so important that we register in a parish? Isn't 

it good enough that we go to Mass�

�

Answer:�

Registration is the official way we join a parish 

community. Many people think that because they attend 

a particular parish they automatically belong. At times, 

young adults who have moved away for years think they 

are still signed up under their parents. But membership 

requires signing up, formally enrolling yourself in a 

parish. Registration is a commitment to a community, a 

way to be included in the religious, social, and 

ministerial activities of your parish. Your registration 

affects the parish in many ways. Census numbers can 

determine how many priests are assigned to a church, 

what benefits and obligations the community has to the 

diocese, and how Masses, Confessions, and devotions 

are planned and scheduled. �

�

Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for 

certain benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining 

sponsor certificates, and getting donation statements for 

taxes. Most importantly, it lets the parish count on you, 

to call on you to assist in its mission. Registering in 

your parish is a statement of faith and confidence in the 

life and work of your parish.�

�

�

Week of December 22nd �

�

Offertory Collection� � $ 3,543.70�

�

Online Giving� � � $ 1,020.00�

�

T��%2 &'
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Our Lady of Peace receives no outside financial 

support. We rely entirely on your generosity to meet 

our many expenses. Every contribution furthers our 

Parish’s mission of faith, worship, and service, as we 

seek to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve 

those most in need, and to worship the living God.�

�

If you would like to support Our Lady of Peace Parish 

through online giving, we invite you to visit our parish 

website or www.osvonlinegiving.com/119 On line 

giving provides a secure, time saving solution for 

weekly offertory and extraordinary collection giving. �

�

If you need to modify your account contact Donor  

Support at 1�800�348�2886, ext. Option #2.�

Our 2020 Mass Book is open. There are Weekday and 

Weekend Masses available. We also have beautiful 

Mass Intention Cards for the living who are very 

special to us for their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation, hospitalization, birth of a child, adoption, 

etc. Please call the office to request a Mass. �
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    Readings: �

�

Sunday, January 5th�

Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/�

Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

�

Sunday, January 12th�

Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/Acts 10:34�38/�

Mt 3:13�17�

�

January 4th, 2020 to January 12th, 2020�

�

Saturday, January 4th�

  8:30 A.M.� � Our Lady of Peace Volunteers�

  4:30 P.M.� � � Raymond Yatsinko�

�

Sunday, January 5th�

   8:30 A.M.� � � Karen Newall��

11:00 A.M.� � � The Parishioners�

  4:30 P.M.  � � � Chuck Buynovsky�

�

Monday, January 6th�

  8:30 A.M. � � � The Homeless�

�

There will be no Tuesday Mass until further notice�

�

Wednesday, January 8th�

  8:30 P.M.� � � Souls in Purgatory�

�

Thursday, January 9th �

  8:30 A.M.� � Catherine Murphy Spodnick�

�

Friday, January 10th�

  8:30 A.M.� � � Kate Hewitt�

�

Saturday, January 11th�

  8:30 A.M.� � � The Parishioners�

  4:30 P.M.   Special Intentions for Victoria Lohrman �

�

Sunday, January 12th�

  8:30 A.M.� � � Chuck Buynovsky�

11:00 A.M.� � � Carol Mercurio�

  4:30 P.M.� � � The Parishioners �

Please remember in prayer those who are unable to 

worship with us�the sick, the hospitalized, the home 

bound, elderly and nursing home residents and those 

in need of the comfort of prayer.�

�

Hold especially in your prayers:�

�

Davidson Alagno, Todd Burr, Frieda Cannelli, �

Jan Cassidy, Robert D’Nardo, Robert Gould, �

Rose Iacomacci, Blanche Loparco, �

Father Paul Merry, Gary Normandin, �

Grace Parisi, Marjorie Rindos,�

Kaiden Velez, Stanley Wilson�

�

We will list the name of a loved one in the bulletin, 

with their family’s approval, for 4 weeks. If you wish 

the person to be remembered again, please call or 

email the Parish Office to re�enroll the person for 

another 4 weeks. The number of times you can re�

enroll a person is unlimited. �

�

The names should remain current. In addition, if you 

would like Deacon Fekete or Father Pavia to visit 

someone, please let the Parish Office know.�

�

Also remember in your prayers, all caregivers, First 

Responders, Priests, Deacons and the men and women 

of our Parish Family who are in the Military.�

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend  

us in battle. Be our protection against 

the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;  

and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host 

 ~ by the Divine Power of God ~  

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits,  

who roam throughout the world seeking  

the ruin of souls. Amen. 

�

�

�

�

�

“The Rosary is the most excellent form of 

prayer and the most efficacious means of 

attaining eternal life. It is the remedy of all our 

evils, and the root of all our blessings. There is 

no more excellent way of praying.”�

� Pope Leo XIII�

SNOWBIRDS�

Yes, it’s that time of year 

again! If you are off to a 

warmer climate and would 

like to keep up with the Parish Bulletin and 

news, please visit our Web Site:    �

www.ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com�
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SHARKEY’S PAINTING
EXPERT:
PAINTING 

POWER WASHING
JUNK REMOVAL

HANDYMAN WORK 
 Free Estimates
 Licensed & Insured
 203-913-2921

Lordship Resident & Parishioner

Real Estate Closings
Wills & Estate Planninng

Business Law
Social Security Disabled Law

Contact us at: 

Website: www.StarkeyLaw.com

Law Offices of 
PATRICIA A. STARKEY

Telephone 380-8555

3288 Main Street 
Stratford, CT 06614

C. 203.610.1124  
O. 203.377.4366 | F. 203.377.6797 

Janet.Warren@Raveis.com
JanetWarren.Raveis.com

Janet  
Warren,
REALTOR®

Parente-Lauro 
Funeral Home, Inc.
599 Washington Avenue, Bridgeport

Proudly Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1940

Michael J. Parente 
Michele Parente

203-579-1494
www.ParenteLauro.com

Thomas Therriault 
President

203-378-4909 • Fax 375-4791
75 Access Road

Stratford, CT 06615
www.breezypointautobody.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 
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 Call Us Today! (203) 386-0055
 www.angelsinchargehomecare.com

Companion Services • Sitter Services
Homemaker Services • Respite Care

Personal Care & More!

“Trusted Compassionate Providers For  
All Your Home Care Needs.”

Michael Julian
Residential & Commerical Real Estate Broker 

Parishioner and Neighbor Since 1988

cell 203.362.8929 35 Third Ave 
fax 203.923.8501 Stratford, CT 
REB.0790751 mjulian@adamllc.net

2155 Main Street
Stratford

Located in historic 
Stratford Center

convenient to I-95      
(203) 378-2213

Raymond F. Pistey, LFD
Patricia E. Pistey

Cynthia D. Pistey, LFD
• Traditional and 

Cremation Services
• Title 19/Irrevocable & 

Revocable Funeral Trusts

JANET LENGEL
REALTOR®

171 Broad Street, Milford, CT 06460
Proudly Serving  

Lordship and Beyond
Owned and Operated By NRT LLC.

203-878-7424 OFFICE 
203-378-3840 CELL

janet.lengel@cbmoves.com

CAVOTO
Plumbing & Heating LLC

203-375-6422
www.cavotoplumbingheating.com

Call for all your 
plumbing/heating needs

Keith Cavoto
Licensed/Insured

Adzima
Funeral Home

Established 1914
50 Paradise Green Pl. • Stratford, CT

(203) 375-2200
www.adzimafuneralhome.com

Richard J. Adzima • Matthew R. Adzima
Peter A. Adzima • Timothy J. Morrissey • Andrew J. Kulis

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

GENERATORS

MICHAEL WITALIS
(203) 378-0169

1-800-378-WIRE
Email champione1@aol.com

40 Bittersweet Lane, Stratford, CT
24 Hour Service • Fully Insured

CT License #122385

Ferry Blvd.
Sunoco

Service Center
Gas • Repairs • Propane

734 Ferry Blvd., Stratford, CT
David Crosby

203-377-4753
www.ferryblvdsunoco.com

Telephone: (203) 378-6097
Fax: (203) 378-1819

Christopher V. Pannese - Funeral Director           Robert J. Galello - Founder
2220 Main Street • Stratford, CT 06615

Galello-Luchansky
Funeral Home

~A Legacy of Compassion~s

• Bankruptcy/Debt Relief
• Family Law
• Probate/Estates and Wills
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate Closings  

3406 MAIN STREET, STRATFORD, CT

203-378-2777
www.jamesgorourke.net

JAMES G. O'ROURKE J.D.
AN EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY

3637 Main St., Stratford   
203-377-4110

helping Stratford 
sparkle since 

1976

M.J. Thomas 
jewelers

SALES, INSTALLATION & SERVICE 
AUDIO/VIDEO SHOWROOM 

VACUUMS & ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS
31 Stonybrook Road, Stratford    

203-377-5800

Family Owned & Operated Since 1954

DEB BRELSFORD / 203.506.1459
DeborahBrelsford.Arbonne.com   

Skin Care and Healthy Living Products
• No Mineral Oil, Petroleum, or Dyes

• Gluten, Soy, and Dairy Free
• Certified Vegan and Botanically Based

Pure, Safe & Beneficial


