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Our Lady of Peace 

Roman Catholic Church 

651 Stratford Road ~ Lordship ~ Stratford 

Gifts and Bequests to Our Lady of Peace Church�

are encouraged and gratefully accepted.�

�

A Suggestion: When a loved one dies, advise friends�

and relatives to make a donation to the�

“Our Lady of Peace Sanctuary Fund”�

in memory of the deceased,�

and include this wish in the Obituary Notice.�

The Sanctuary Candle 

burns this week in memory of 

The Parishioners 

Reverend Nicholas Pavia, Pastor�

�

Faith Formation�

� Deacon Thomas Fekete, Director�

� �

Reverend Michael A. Boccaccio�

  In Residence�

�

Mr. Michael Petreycik, Director�

   Music Ministry�

�

Mrs. Karen Capozziello, Cantor�

�

Mr. Martin Tristine,�

Finance Committee Chairperson�

  Telephone Number 203�732�5575�

�

Mrs. Pia Ramadanovic, Administration�

�

S��������	�

B%&'()*): By arrangement�

�

R,-./-(0(%'(./�C����������P��	�
�:�

Saturday: 3:15 to 4:00 p.m.�

                Other times by appointment�

�

M%'1(*./2: Arrangements must be made with 

the Pastor at least (8) eight months in advance of 

the date.  Before social plans are made.�

�

R.C.I.A.: Adults interested in becoming 

members of the Catholic Church and those who 

wish to receive the Sacraments of Baptism, First 

Eucharist, and Confirmation are asked to contact 

the Parish Office.�

�

N�� P���	������	�

Welcome to Our Parish Family!�

Please visit the Parish Office to register and 

complete a Census Card.�

T��������� S����� I� O������� T� � ~ J��� 28��, 2020 A.D.�

MASS SCHEDULE�

DAILY MASS:�

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  ~  10:00 a.m. �

�

No Mass Monday and Tuesday�

�

SATURDAY: 12:00 N../�

� �  Vigil ~ 4:30 p.m.�

�

SUNDAY: � 8:30 a.m.  ~  11:00 a.m.  ~  4:30 p.m. �

�

DEVOTION:�

SD/E%2: D(F(/, M,1-2 H.02 H.D1 ~ 3:00�4:00 p.m.�

�

The Church is open for private prayer �

(except during Mass)�

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.�

�

FAITH FORMATION: 203�377�4863 ext. 15�

Email:dnfekete@diobpt.org or olopreled@sbcglobal.net �

�

PARISH OFFICE: 203�377�4863 ext. 10�

Address: 10 Ivy Street, Stratford, CT 06615�

Hours: �

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.�

   Closed Tuesday and Thursday�

Email: our lady@sbcglobal.net�

Fax Number: 203�378�5253�

Website: www.ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com�
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Question: Why do Catholics call pr iests Father? �

�

Answer:�

One of the common objections evangelical Christians 

have to Catholics is our practice of calling priests by the 

title Father. They will often cite a passage in Matthew’s 

Gospel in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no one 

on earth your father; you have but one Father in heav-

en” (23:19). It seems pretty straightforward, but when 

we put this verse in context, we see that Jesus is speak-

ing out against religious leaders who had forgotten what 

their proper role was and who were bad examples 

through their own hypocrisy and elitist attitudes. �

�

In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the title 

father for different characters, such as in the Parable of 

Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19�31]) and the 

Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11�32). If we put 

the verse from Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ 

teachings, he isn’t saying that we can’t use words like 

“father,” “rabbi,” or “master.” Rather, he is telling us 

that we should be mindful of the full meaning of those 

titles and not to misuse them. �

�

To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect 

for the office of the priesthood. It goes all the way back 

to the way St. Paul understood his own work as a mis-

sionary and evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you 

in this way not to shame you but to admonish you as my 

beloved children … It was I who begot you in Christ 

Jesus through my preaching of the Gospel. I beg you, 

then, be imitators of me. This is why I have sent you 

Timothy, my beloved and faithful son in the Lord” (1 

Corinthians 4:14�17). �

�

Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but 

there are also those here with us who nurture and nour-

ish our faith through their teaching and care. This is 

why the title of Father has been applied to the church’s 

pastors in different ways since the earliest days of the 

Church, including monks and nuns using the title 

“abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their spiritual 

leaders and Christians around the world recognizing the 

“Holy Father” or “pope” (from papa) as the head of the 

family that is the Church. The title Father is a reminder 

that priests have a special responsibility to care for, pro-

tect, feed, listen to, and nourish those who have been 

entrusted to them, all after the example of our Father in 

heaven who never ceases to give us what we truly need. �

�

IMPORTANT NOTICE�

�

As the weather gets warmer, our parish property seems 

to attract a number of visitors. Some come to teach their 

teenagers to drive a car, while others are just passing 

through or parking their cars to walk to the bluffs. �

�

Our insurance company requires us to post signs that 

our parish property is private property! For the safety 

and security of the parish, any unauthorized vehicles 

will be towed at the owner’s expense.�

�
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GOSPEL MEDITATION�

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

When we were baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s death. Take a moment to ponder these profound words. 

We were baptized into death. In every sense of the word, we are asked to die. This is not just about our final death 

but about daily deaths due to inconvenience, discomfort, pain, loss, or others’ needs. This is an incredible 

epiphany given the way we very often approach our lives. We do everything to avoid death, let alone encounter it! 

Many avoid pain, discomfort, inconvenience, uneasiness, change, interference, and suffering of any kind. We put a 

lot of energy into finding the easiest and least inconvenient way through many things. Even holding the door open 

for a stranger or saying hello to someone in the store can be major undertakings.�

�

We are called to die. One of the biggest wake�up calls we can have is realizing that life is not about us! There are 

millions of other people sharing life on this planet with whom I have a relationship. Does my life celebrate those 

relationships? The most distracting question we can ask is, “What do I want to do?” The more focused, faith�filled 

question is, “What do I need to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. However, asking this 

question more frequently will teach us how to more purposefully and intentionally live so we can be a life giving 

vessel for others. When we learn to live more sacrificially, to put the needs of others before our own, and to not 

always seek our own self�interest, we become aware of what baptism into Christ’s death is really all about. These 

are the roots of virtue and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, solidarity, love, and peace.�

�

Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices life calls us to teaches us how to approach our final 

death. All deaths ask us to empty ourselves into something or someone else. Whether we empty ourselves into the 

heart and soul of another human being or empty ourselves into God at the moment of our final death, new life is 

always received and nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is a heart that is closed to love. A 

heart that pours itself out to others and is content with being emptied is a heart that has been touched by and open 

to mercy. It is a heart that overflows with joy. �

�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK �

�

“Are you unaware that we who were baptized into 

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” �

�

What do you understand these words to mean? Many 

see these words as an indication of what may come in 

eternal life. In actuality, they have more to do with our 

lives here and now. We are called to die to ourselves 

and offer our lives as gifts given generously to others. It 

is not about us. We are asked to serve God and not 

continue in our service of sin. Life is about learning to 

do what we really do not want to do because it brings us 

deeper into the mystery of God, ourselves, and others. 

Learning how to accept and live with the “small deaths” 

and sacrifices we encounter teaches us how to live with 

and approach our final death. We can do so with a heart 

that has been touched by and is open to mercy or one 

that is self� focused and closed.�

P1%2,1 '. ./,’) GD%1E(%/ A/O,0 VP,/ ./, -%//.' O. '. M%)) Dear Guardian Angel, go for me to the 

church, and there kneel down at Mass for me. At the Offertory, take me to God, and offer him my service; what I 

am, what I have, offer as my gift. At the Consecration, with your seraphic strength, adore my Savior truly present, 

praying for those who have loved me, and for those who have offended me, and for those now deceased, that the 

Blood of Jesus may purify them all. During Holy Communion, bring to me the Body and Blood of Jesus, uniting 

Him with me in spirit, so that my heart may become His dwelling place. Plead with Him that through this sacrifice, 

all people throughout the world be saved. When the Mass ends, bring home to me and to every home the Lord’s 

blessing. Amen �
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Our Out Reach Ministry volunteers, on a weekly 

basis, deliver donated non�perishable food items to 

Blessed Sacrament Church Food Bank. The food bank 

serves many families to feed their families. We 

appreciate all donations, however we cannot accept 

expired, opened or re�packaged food items. �

�

Food Pantry Needs � Toilet Tissue, Soap, Spaghetti 

Sauce, Canned Fruit, Canned Meats, Chef Boyardee. 

Our “Share Baskets” are located at the entrances to 

the church. �

�

Thank you to all who help on a regular basis! �

Parish Center Office Hours�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday �

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. �

Closed on Tuesday and Thursday.�

�

Liturgical requests such as mass cards, mass intensions 

or sacramental requests, can also be arranged by 

leaving a message on the office phone 203�377�4863 or 

emailing the office at ourlady@sbcglobal.net �

�

Bulletin requests may be directed to 

ourlady@sbcglobal.net or �

to the bulletin editor on our website �

at https://ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com�

OLOP DONATION CENTER �

AND THRIFT SHOP�

�

Parish Center 10 Ivy Street �

The OLOP Shop is open Saturdays �

from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon�

WE ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTING DONATIONS. 

Your generosity has been abundant and we are now 

full with no place to store items. Donations will 

resume when summer ends. Thanks for your 

understanding and come see us, Saturday mornings. �

Our 2020 Mass Book is open. There are Weekday and 

Weekend Masses available. We also have beautiful 

Mass Intention Cards for the living who are very 

special to us for their birthday, anniversary, 

graduation, hospitalization, birth of a child, adoption, 

etc. Please call the office to request a Mass. �

Today throughout the United States, we celebrate 

our freedom. Our rights are protected and oppor-

tunities abound. We recognize that freedom has a 

cost, one we celebrate and honor on days such as 

this. It's good to honor those who fight for our 

country, who may well pay the ultimate price for 

the liberties we're afforded. As faithful Catholics, 

we recognize that there is more to freedom than 

simply being at liberty to make our lives what we 

want them to be. St. John Paul II reminds us: 

"Freedom is not just doing what we can, it is do-

ing what we ought." We become freer within our-

selves and within our relationships when we 

choose what is right and good. When we choose 

sin, we become trapped in egoism � less free, not 

more. This Independence Day, let's continue to 

pursue virtue and good character and encourage 

others to do this same. �

WELCOME BACK!�
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Daily Mass:� Wednesday, Thursday, Friday�

 � � � 10:00 a.m.�

�

No Mass on Monday and Tuesday�

�

Saturday:� 12:00 Noon�

      �             Vigil ~4:30 p.m.�

�

Sunday:�  8:30 a.m.  ~  11:00 a.m.  ~  4:30 p.m.�

�

Devotion:�

Sunday: �  Divine Mercy Holy Hour �

� �         3:00 � 4:00 p.m.�

�

Confession: �  Saturday 3:15 to 4:00 p.m.�

� �  Other times by appointment�

�

Our Lady of Peace is God’s dwelling place on earth. 

You are most welcome to visit and spend some time of 

personal prayer in our church any time we are open.�

�

The Church is open for private prayer �

(except during Mass) �

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.�
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Our Lady of Peace receives no outside financial 

support. We rely entirely on your generosity to meet 

our many expenses. Every contribution furthers our 

Parish’s mission of faith, worship, and service, as we 

seek to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve 

those most in need, and to worship the living God.�

�

W,,S OX JD/, 21, 2020�

�

Offertory Collection�� $1,675.00�

�

Online Giving� � $2,220.00�

During this difficult time, there are three ways �

to help the parish:�

�

Drop weekly/monthly contributions �

at the Parish Center�

�

Online Giving � visit our parish website �

or www.osvonlinegiving.com/119�

Online Giving provides a secure, time saving solution 

for weekly offertory and extraordinary collecting 

giving.�

�

If you need to modify your account contact Donor 

Support at 1�800�348�2886, ext. Option 2.�

�

Mail weekly/monthly contributions �

to Our Lady of Peace �

10 Ivy Street, Stratford, CT 06615�

�

As always thank you for your �

generosity and support.�

�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � RECOGNIZE�

GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

God Is Love�

I was recently at a Catholic conference and had a 

conversation with someone living in the thick of 

Hollywood culture. He was Catholic and spoke of how 

hard it was to live out his faith amid tremendous 

temptation and negativity toward religion. He spoke 

about how going to daily Mass helped to keep him 

centered and stay strong in his faith. He was a great 

witness to living out one’s faith in the face of disbelief.�

�

One thing that he told me stood out above all the rest. 

He spoke of his engagement to his fiancé and how 

important it was to him that God was a major part of 

their relationship and their lives as individuals as well. 

He told me he said something to her like, “If you don’t 

love Jesus more than you love me, this is never going to 

work.” What an amazing and truly moving witness!�

�

Songs and books are written about the intense longing 

one human being can have for another. We can describe 

another as meaning everything to us. We speak of 

wanting to offer our complete selves to our beloved. 

However, true love is about more than wanting to be 

with that person. It is about wanting that person to know 

a love even greater than theirs: the love of God. No love 

can last without God. My Hollywood friend knew this to 

be the case. He showed his true love for his wife�to�be 

by sharing more than himself � he shared the very One 

who created love.� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�
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U&E%', Y.D1 I/X.1*%'(./. If your address, email or family situation has changed, your parish membership 

information needs to be updated and can be done so by contacting the Parish Office at 203�377�4863 or emailing 

the Parish Office at www.ourlady@sbcglobal.net�

�

S(O/ D& X.1 F0.-S/.', our primary method of electronic communication by going to www: F locknote.com/

OLP and follow the prompts. You may also connect via your cell phone: Text OLOP to 84576 from your cell 

phone and follow the prompts. We will use Flocknote to supplement the information in our Bulletin, and to 

provide a means for last minute information; such as meeting changes, inclement weather advisory, updates and 

reminders. �

�

In addition, it is a two�way communication method. You will be able to respond to any e�mail publicly or 

privately. Your e�mail address is secure. You will not receive any third party messages nor will your address be 

shared with other parties.�

�

S(O/ D& '. P%F, .D1 V,,S02 &%1()P RD00,'(/ ,*%(0,E '. 2.D at www.parishesonline.com or visit our website 

at www.ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com �

�

We always welcome new parishioners to our spiritual family community. Please visit the Parish Office or  go 

to our website www.ourladyofpeacestratfordct.weconnect.com to register.�
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June 27th, 2020 to July 5th, 2020�

�

Saturday, June 27th�

12:00 Noon� � The Parishioners�

  4:30 P.M.� � Carolyn Angelo�

�

Sunday, June 28th�

  8:30 A.M. � � All Healthcare Professionals�

11:00 A.M.� � The Parishioners �

 4:30 P.M.� � Frank and Ann D’Orio�

�

Monday June 29th�

No Mass� � �

�

Tuesday June 30th�

No Mass�

�

Wednesday, July 1st�

10:00 A.M.� � Louis Coppolla�

�

Thursday, July 2nd�

10:00 A.M.� � Brian D � �

�

Friday, July 3rd� All Souls in Purgatory�

10:00 A.M.�

�

Saturday, July 4th�

12:00 Noon� � The Parishioners �

  4:30 P.M.� � Eileen Salig�

�

Sunday, July 5th�

  8:30 A.M.� � The Parishioners�

11:00 A.M.� � Jean Hendrickson�

  4:30 P.M.�       Dzemail and Antonia Ramadanovic�

�

Please remember in prayer those who are unable to 

worship with us�the sick, the hospitalized, the home 

bound, elderly and nursing home residents and those 

in need of the comfort of prayer.�

�

Hold especially in your prayers:�

�

Jacob Aguirre, Davidson Alagno, �

Robert Blouin, Todd Burr,�

Frieda Canelli, Jan Cassidy, �

Michelle Collins, Robert D’Nardo,�

Frank D’Orio, Anthony Flamini,�

Elena Flamini, Guy Gallo,�

Robert Gould,  Rose Iacomacci,�

Blanche Loparco, Father Paul Merry,�

Gary Normandin, Grace Parisi, �

Marjorie Rindos, Nancy Roberts, �

Kaiden Velez, Dennis White, Susan Yanez�

�

Please let the Parish Office know if there is a loved one 

you wish to add to the list. The names of those we are 

praying for should remain current. Please contact the 

Parish Office with changes.�

�

In addition, if you would like Deacon Fekete or Father 

Pavia to visit someone, please let the Parish Office 

know.�

�

Also remember in your prayers, all caregivers, First 

Responders, Priests, Deacons and the men and women 

of our Parish Family who are in the Military.�

�

Ask God’s mercy for those who have died from the 

Coronavirus, His healing for those suffering from it 

and His protection for all others against it. �

P1%2,1 X.1 S&(1('D%0 C.**D/(./�

�

My Jesus,  I believe that You �

are present in the �

Most Holy Sacrament.�

 I love You above all things, �

and I desire to receive You into my soul. �

� Since I cannot at this moment receive �

� You sacramentally, come at least �

spiritually into my heart. �

I embrace You as if You were already there �

and unite myself wholly to You. �

Never permit me to be separated from You. �

Amen.�

READINGS �

�

Saturday June 27th

�

12:00 Noon Mass and Vigil�

Am 9:11�15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [cf. 9b]/�

Mt 9:14�17�

�

Sunday, June 28th�

2 Kgs 4:8�11, 14�16a/Ps 89:2�3, 16�17, 18�19 [2a]/�

Rom 6:3�4, 8�11/Mt 10:37�42 �

OR),1F%/-,) F.1 TP, W,,S OX JD/, 28'P�

�

Monday:      Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles�

Tuesday:      The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman�

�          Church�

Wednesday: St. Junípero Serra, Priest�

Friday:         St. Thomas, Apostle�

Saturday:      Independence Day �
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SHARKEY’S PAINTING
EXPERT:
PAINTING 

POWER WASHING
JUNK REMOVAL

HANDYMAN WORK 
 Free Estimates
 Licensed & Insured
 203-913-2921

Lordship Resident & Parishioner

Real Estate Closings
Wills & Estate Planninng

Business Law
Social Security Disabled Law

Contact us at: 

Website: www.StarkeyLaw.com

Law Offices of 
PATRICIA A. STARKEY

Telephone 380-8555

179 North Broad Street
Milford, CT 06460
C. 203.610.1124  
O. 203.876.7507

 Janet.Warren@Raveis.com
JanetWarren.Raveis.com

Janet  
Warren,
REALTOR®

Parente-Lauro 
Funeral Home, Inc.
599 Washington Avenue, Bridgeport

Proudly Family Owned & Operated 
Since 1940

Michael J. Parente 
Michele Parente

203-579-1494
www.ParenteLauro.com

Thomas Therriault 
President

203-378-4909 • Fax 375-4791
75 Access Road

Stratford, CT 06615
www.breezypointautobody.com

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad today! 
mhoffman@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6340

Our cemetery is located in the beautiful 
Lordship section of Stratford.

St. Joseph cemetery is consecrated ground blessed to receive 
the mortal remains of the faithful departed. The cemetery is open 
to residents of Stratford, and those residents who may presently 
reside in a long-term care facility outside of Stratford.
The cemetary by-laws, which includes pricing, are posted on our 

website: www.saintjosephsofstratford.org
You may also contact the pastor to discuss details or 

to view the grounds. Pastor@saintjosephsofstratford.org
203.377.9901

1300 Stratford Road, Stratford, CT 06615
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Michael Julian
Residential & Commerical Real Estate Broker 

Parishioner and Neighbor Since 1988

cell 203.362.8929 35 Third Ave 
fax 203.923.8501 Stratford, CT 
REB.0790751 mjulian@adamllc.net

2155 Main Street
Stratford

Located in historic 
Stratford Center

convenient to I-95      
(203) 378-2213

Raymond F. Pistey, LFD
Patricia E. Pistey

Cynthia D. Pistey, LFD
• Traditional and 

Cremation Services
• Title 19/Irrevocable & 

Revocable Funeral Trusts

JANET LENGEL
REALTOR®

171 Broad Street, Milford, CT 06460
Proudly Serving  

Lordship and Beyond
Owned and Operated By NRT LLC.

203-878-7424 OFFICE 
203-378-3840 CELL

janet.lengel@cbmoves.com

CAVOTO
Plumbing & Heating LLC

203-375-6422
www.cavotoplumbingheating.com

Call for all your 
plumbing/heating needs

Keith Cavoto
Licensed/Insured

Adzima
Funeral Home

Established 1914
50 Paradise Green Pl. • Stratford, CT

(203) 375-2200
www.adzimafuneralhome.com

Richard J. Adzima • Matthew R. Adzima
Peter A. Adzima • Timothy J. Morrissey • Andrew J. Kulis

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

GENERATORS

MICHAEL WITALIS
(203) 378-0169

1-800-378-WIRE
Email champione1@aol.com

40 Bittersweet Lane, Stratford, CT
24 Hour Service • Fully Insured

CT License #122385

Ferry Blvd.
Sunoco

Service Center
Gas • Repairs • Propane

734 Ferry Blvd., Stratford, CT
David Crosby

203-377-4753
www.ferryblvdsunoco.com

Telephone: (203) 378-6097
Fax: (203) 378-1819

Christopher V. Pannese - Funeral Director           Robert J. Galello - Founder
2220 Main Street • Stratford, CT 06615

GGalello-Luchanskyalello-Luchansky
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

~A Legacy of Compassion~~A Legacy of Compassion~ss

3637 Main St., Stratford   
203-377-4110

helping Stratford 
sparkle since 

1976

M.J. Thomas 
jewelers

SALES, INSTALLATION & SERVICE 
AUDIO/VIDEO SHOWROOM 

VACUUMS & ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS
31 Stonybrook Road, Stratford    

203-377-5800

Family Owned & Operated Since 1954
203-333-3248
www.afd123.com

3368 Fairfield Avenue, Bridgeport

10% OFF Materials
(with Mention of this ad)

Pizza, Restaurant & Catering
Call for our daily lunch & dinner specials!

Newly renovated full Bar
203-375-2776 • www.vazzysct.com

3355 Main St. • Stratford
10% off entire check or catering orders for

Our Lady of Peace friends/family

• Bankruptcy/Debt Relief
• Family Law
• Probate/Estates and Wills
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate Closings  

3406 MAIN STREET, STRATFORD, CT

203-378-2777
www.jamesgorourke.net

JAMES G. O'ROURKE J.D.
AN EXPERIENCED ATTORNEY

2591 MAIN STREET
STRATFORD 

203-378-0758                                       

www.wrmcdonaldfuneralhome.com


