
The Parish of �

St. Pio of Pietrelcina�

103 Washington Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735�

Phone: 732�793�7291    Fax: 732�793�8204    Web: www.stpioparish.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM�

Clergy�

Rev. Fr. Douglas A. Freer, Pastor, x302� � Rev. Fr. Frederick Kochan, Assisting Priest�

Rev. Fr. Joseph Hlubik, In Residence, x325� � Rev. Monsignor Philip Franceschini, Assisting Priest�

� � � � � � � Deacon John H. Hanna, x320�

Pastoral and Support Staff�

Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager, x322� Mike Tedeschi, Director of Sacred Music, x315�

Connie Barraco, Parish Secretary, x316� � John Paglione, Pastoral Assistant for Catechesis & Liturgy �

Ginny Stefanacci, Parish Bookkeeper, x321�� � �   call Sacred Heart 732�899�1398, x5�

Pat Kevish, Receptionist, x301           �  � Bart Coleman & Vito Gagliardi, Trustees�

Tim Drake, Facilities Manager� � � Nick Zaccaria, Finance Chair�

�

Baptism �The Church shares the joy of families in the birth of children and with their parents takes seriously the 

responsibility of bringing them up in the faith. Parents seeking Baptism for their children are to attend Baptismal 

Preparation Class. This can be arranged by calling the parish office. Parents should be registered members of 

the parish. Godparents, those who represent the Church in the life of the child, must be practicing Catholics. If 

they are married, they must have been married in the Church, practice the faith regularly, and must obtain a 

sponsor certificate from their home parish. Please choose Godparents with these criteria in mind.  �

�

Anointing of the Sick�This sacrament is given for those facing serious illness or surgery, and for those of ad-

vanced years. If you or a family member is planning to enter the hospital, please see one of the priests following 

Mass if you would like to receive this sacrament.�

�

Marriage�This great sacrament of vocation is a joyous time, but also a time of very serious spiritual preparation. 

The responsibility assumed by the couple and the Church is significant.  While many focus on the day of the 

wedding, we seek to prepare for the second day and beyond. The Bishops of NJ have adopted a policy to assist 

in this preparation. Attendance at Engaged Encounter, Pre�Cana, or another approved marriage preparation 

program, and individual sessions with a priest or deacon are required of all couples. Couples should contact the 

rectory one year in advance of the intended marriage, and before finalizing other details of the  wedding particu-

larly reception facilities.�

�

Religious Education� Our program helps parents educate their children about our Catholic faith and traditions. 

We offer a comprehensive program for children in grades 1�8 from September through April. Our program is 

combined with our linked sister parish, Sacred Heart in Bay Head, and classes are held there on Sundays fol-

lowing the 9:15am Mass. For more information or to register call John Paglione, Religious Education Coordina-

tor, at 732�899�1398, x5.�

WORSHIP SCHEDULE�

Monday to Saturday�

Saint Bonaventure Chapel�

Rosary and Prayer to St. Pio: 7:40 A.M.�

Daily Mass: 8:00 A.M.�

Tuesday Novena to St. Anthony�

Thursday Novena to the Miraculous Medal�

�

W������ S� ��!"��

Main Church�

Confession: Saturday 4:00 P.M.�

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 P.M.�

Sunday Mass: 8:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.�

�

Holy Day Masses  �

Vigil Mass:  5:00 P.M. (Day Before)   �

Holy Day Masses:  9:30 A.M.�



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

�

�

�

�

�

A time to be healed…..Nicholas Meola, Louis Amendo-

la, Sr., Kenneth P. Roth, Jeffrey Roth, Deborah Szot, Jerry 

Betzner, Maria Spoto, Fr. Douglas Freer, Jill Rager, Ginny 

Stefanacci, Patricia Cox, Jo Ann Marino, for Those who 

have received Prayer Blankets, and for All the Sick of the 

Parish  �

�

(Names will remain on the healing prayer list for 4 weeks; 

please call the parish office if you wish to extend).�

�

�

A time to die ….. Carmen Russo, Walter G. LaCicero, 

Dorothy Peeney, Theresa Leopizzi, Anne Papeo, Florence 

Kasper �

          �

Our Heroes……Please pray for all our 

parishioners and friends who are serving in 

the Military, as well as our Police, Firefight-

ers, First Responders, and all who are put in 

harm’s way for our protection. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday� February 15�

5:00pm� Emily Martin r/b Prestinari Family �

Dorothy Peeney r/b Ron & Joni Kalemba�

Sunday�                  February 16�

8:00am�

�

�

10:30am�

�

Concetta Zaccaria r/b Nick�

For the People of the Parish�

�

Andy, Peggy & James Lavin �

      r/b Lavin Family�

Monday�                   February 17�

8:00am�

�

For the Intentions of Dorothy Rollo �

      r/b Jim Peeney�

Tuesday� February 18�

8:00am� William Higgins r/b Wife�

Wednesday� February 19�

8:00am� Dorothy Peeney r/b Judy Mc Donald�

Thursday � February 20�

8:00am� George Hahn r/b Pat & Jim Donovan�

Friday � February 21�

8:00am�

�

For Healing for Rev. Douglas Freer�

Saturday� February 22�

8:00am� Souls in Purgatory�

Saturday� February 22�

5:00pm�

�

Florence Kasper �

      r/b Carol & Rich Traverso�

John Henry Warmenhoven �

      r/b Janice & Don Fix�

Sunday� February 23�

8:00am� Alex Maccia r/b Doris & Tony Gallo�

�

10:30am� For the People of The Parish�

� �

�

The Altar Bread and Wine for the  month 

of February was given in loving memory of 

Michael Buontempo requested by his Par-

ents.�



February 16, 2020�

      TIPS FOR HELPING SENIORS STAY HEALTHY                

�      DURING THE WINTER  SEASON�

�

                                    CHILL�

“Stress can cause illness for two main reasons,” 

says Elizabeth R. Lombardo, Ph.D.,M.S.,P.T., 

author of A Happy You and mother of two: “Our 

immune system does not function well when we 

are stressed. And we are more likely to engage in 

unhealthy habits such as “Ben and Jerry’s thera-

py.” Chill out by heading to the movies, building a 

snowman, or just breathing deeply for a few 

minutes.�

TO BE CONTINUED………..�

From Fr. Doug: �

�

     �  Lent offers an opportunity to renew our commit-

ment to faith, to look at where we have drifted away from 

God, to renew our relationships with those God has 

brought into our lives, and a chance to reach out to those 

in need.  The traditional disciplines of Lent are prayer, fast-

ing and almsgiving.  The guidelines from the Church on 

Lenten observance will be included in next week’s bulletin.  

Fasting, not often observed anymore, is a great way to 

focus on how excessive our lives can be, how we con-

sume more than virtually anyone else on the planet, and 

how often we ignore the needs of those around the world.�

  �

   �    Though Ash Wednesday is still some time off, 

we do best with a plan.  How am I going to observe the 

traditional disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving? 

Prayer offers us the chance to come closer to God through 

additional devotions and study. Fasting and dieting are 

different.  Our fasting doesn’t even have to be about food, 

except for the strict fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday, and abstaining from meat on Fridays. This offers 

us the opportunity to walk with our Lord the last steps he 

took during his Passion, and to reflect on what he endured 

for love of us.   �

�

   �    Finally, as a discipline of sacrifice we are called 

to almsgiving.  One of the traditional ways we do this is 

through the “rice bowl” collection that benefits Catholic 

Relief Services.  While we speak of the economic troubles 

facing our nation, we also need to put this in perspective 

with the many, many people around the world for whom 

daily life is a struggle simply to survive.�

�

    �   By combining these disciplines, we can find in 

our Lenten journey a sure way to draw closer to God and 

to understand ourselves better.  By additional prayer and 

study we can become better witnesses to the truth of the 

faith in a world growing cold to Christ’s message of love 

and life.�

�

� A Blessed Lenten Journey to you all!�

The Knights of Columbus is an international order 

of Catholic men who are called to lead with faith, pro-

tect our families, serve others and defend values in a 

busy changing world. The local Council 8415 includes 

St. Junipero, St. Pio, and Sacred Heart Parishes. They 

conduct 2 yearly enrollments, but you don’t have to 

wait. If you would like to join today simply call Bob at 

732�830�1577 or John at 732�232�7721. Leave your name and 

phone number, we will do the rest. �

     St. Pio’s St. Vincent de Paul Society Closing�

Unfortunately, due to a lack of new volunteers, our 

St. Vincent de Paul Society has closed down.  

Their remaining funds will go to aid other local 

SVdP Societies. In no way does this effect a 

downturn in our care for works of mercy or our 

commitment to the poor and homeless.  Money in 

our parish’s poor boxes will now be used to aid 

our local poor through local aid groups such as 

Simon’s Kitchen and St. Francis Food Pantry.  Please continue to 

help those in need.  Seasonal workers struggle, especially in the 

winter.  You have been very generous in the past, please continue 

to use the poor boxes or send checks designating it for the poor.  

We owe a debt of gratitude to Pat McCourt and her committee for 

their work with SVdP. Over the years hundreds of local families 

have been helped from your generous support.�

     Our Famous IRISH SODA BREAD is BACK�

The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary will be sell-

ing Irish Soda Bread kits again this year! Add your 

own wet ingredients to our kit (all dry ingredients and 

raisins), and bake a large loaf of delicious and IRRE-

SISTIBLE soda bread. Orders and payment ($5 per 

loaf) are due by March 1st. Call Joyce Burns at 732�

600�0359 for more information and to place your or-

der. All proceeds benefit our “charitable contributions” 

fund. Thank you for your support!�

               MONTH FOUR�

          DEVELOPING BABY�

�

Well, your little baby now weighs 6 

ounces. She has fingernails and eyelashes. She has her own 

unique fingerprints which all remain unchanged until she dies. Her 

taste buds are working. Her sense of hearing is present at 14 

weeks. There are no major bodily developments anymore. Your 

spiritually adopted baby is already well formed internally and exter-

nally. All she needs now is time to gain weight and to grow strong. �

                        OUR  PROMISE TO  PROTECT�

The Diocese of Trenton is  committed to the initiatives outlined in 

the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People and to it’s own policies and guidelines in regard to 

reporting and investigation of sexual abuse allegations involving 

minors. If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a mem-

ber of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church, or if 

you know of someone who was, you can report that abuse 

through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1�888�296�2965 or e�

mail at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org. The Diocese of 

Trenton reports any allegations of sexual abuse to the appropriate 

law enforcement agencies.  Anyone with an allegation is also 

encouraged to provide that information to local law enforcement 

authorities.�

SOMETHING BIG COMING to 

St. PIO’s MARCH 21st and 22nd 

St. Pio’s Faith Sharing Group meets once a 

week on Wednesdays following the 8am Mass for 

an hour to an hour and a half. The readings for 

the next Sunday are discussed and what they      

mean to us personally. Both men and women are 

welcome. Contact Deacon John if interested. 

God Bless! �



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

�

Knights of Columbus�

Council 8415�

2020 Yankee Bus Trip�

�

Date: Friday July 24, 2020�

Game Time: 7 pm�

�

Yankees vs Boston Red Sox�

�

$145.00/pp �

Includes :Ticket to Game, R/T Bus�

      PLUS: All You Care to Enjoy � includes hot 

dogs, pretzels, so� pretzels, soda and water from 

pre�game through the 5

th

 inning�

For tickets contact �

John 732�259�3577  (jjcoghlan@optonline.net)�

Allen 732�996�7360 (aktaxea@msn.com)�

  �

�

�

�

�

�

�

 The Holy Name Society �

� �                      of �

�                         St. Pio Parish�

�            � �   presents �

�

          � � Doo Wop III, Saturday Night �

� � �     with �

�    �        Jukebox Legends�

�

                             Saturday, May 2, 2020 �

�                   Doors open 6:15pm �

                                  Show: 7 � 10pm�

�

�                    St Pio Parish Hall�

      Rt. 35 North & Philadelphia Ave, Lavallette, NJ �

�

                     $15 pp �  Checks made out to: �

                          St. Pio Holy Name Society�

                              BYO�Food and Drink �

�

             For Further Information and Tickets Call:�

John:   732�259�3577� �     Frank:   908�256�2572�

Gary:   908�672�6710� �     Bill:       201�334�6686�

� �          Parish Office:�

� �          732�793�7291�

  Annual Catholic Appeal � Diocese of Trenton�

Each year the Bishop seeks the support of all the members of 

the diocese to further the work of our ministries. Each of us has 

a vital part in all we do in Christ’s name, and each of us can 

share in all we do with a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  

This year St. Pio’s share of the goal is $46,000. As the people 

of the Diocese of Trenton, you have an opportunity to help oth-

ers see Christ working in our midst. This year we again are 

striving to reach our goal of $7 million. I am always grateful and 

moved by the level of support you give to our parish. I thank 

you for this support, and may God continue to bless you and 

your family.�

Evangelization � Pastoral Care�

Rooted in the Gospel invitation to share in the healing mission 

of Jesus Christ, we advance the compassionate and compe-

tent spiritual, pastoral and sacramental care of God’s suffering 

people by resourcing the clergy, pastoral ministers, healthcare 

professional and caregivers who serve them. Those who offer 

pastoral care communicate God’s love and compassion 

“person�to�person” by offering spiritual and sacramental sup-

port, including the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick offered 

by a priest. We connect with healthcare institutions, medical 

professionals,  chaplains and clergy by providing extensive 

consultation and resources for the holistic health and well�

being of Catholic patients. Your gift helps you to live and 

spread the Gospel.�

�  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS�

1.� Is my pledge legally binding?  No. A pledge is a com-

mitment made under a particular set of circumstances. If 

those circumstances change, you may adjust the pledge 

payments and/or balance accordingly.�

2.� Why are pledges emphasized?    The needs of our par-

ishes and diocese exist year round. Our Appeal emphasiz-

es gifts over a monthly period of time because it allows 

individuals and families the opportunity to consider a larger 

commitment� and more significant impact� than when mak-

ing a one�time contribution. Experience demonstrates that 

donors who pledge are able to consider gifts significantly 

larger than those who make one�time gifts. The earlier a 

gift is made, the more time the donor has to fulfill his/her 

pledge. Billing extends to December 31, 2020.�

3.� To what extent are gifts to the Annual Catholic Appeal                                                   

tax deductible?  Gifts to the ACA are tax deductible to 

the full extent of the law. Donors with specific questions 

regarding tax deductibility should contact their financial 

advisors or tax preparers. �

� � � ++++++� � �

St. Francis Food Pantry has expanded its hours.  We will now be 

open on Wednesday evenings from 6�8pm in addition to our regular 

hours on Wednesdays from 10am�1pm.  With the increase of hours, 

the demand for donations will be greater.  Please consider bringing 

some food items with you when you attend Mass each Sunday.  

Donations may be left in the bin in the narthex of the Church.  If you 

would like to donate items, and you are unable to carry the packag-

es to Mass, please call Paul Sandy at 732�606�3656 and he will 

come to your home to pick up the items.  We are grateful for the 

support you have given us over the years, and we hope that you will 

continue to support your neighbors who are in need. �

  “DRIVE THRU HISTORY:  THE GOSPELS”�

� Thursdays, March 5, 19, 26, and April 2��

 Sacred Heart Church, Msgr. Casey Hall, 9 �10 am�

Would you like to see the �

places where�

Jesus�

ministered in�

Israel�

this Lent?�

               Join Fr. Joe for this interesting series!��

No fee or registration required�

          KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 8415 and �

               LADIES AUXILIARY 2020 SCHOLARSHIP�

Young men and women that are Catholic parishioners who are 

graduating high school, and are planning to attend an accredit-

ed 2 or 4 year college or university, or an accredited vocational 

or trade school, are eligible to apply for the scholarship. The 

amount of the award will be no less than $250 and will not ex-

ceed $1000. Candidates may pick up an application in the par-

ish office.� � ++++++�
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“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which He looks compassion on this 

world. Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are the 

hands through which He blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, 

yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are His body. Christ has no 

body now on earth but yours.” Teresa of Avila �

Contribu	ons� St. Pio � Sacred Heart   �

Weekend of     �

February 8/9�

This Past 

Week�

Same week   

Last Year�

This Past 

Week�

Same week   

Last Year�

At  Church�

$4,400� $4,116� $3,602� $4,976�

Online�

$650� $420� $1,110� $930�

Total�

$5,050� $4,536� $4,712� $5,906�

Each must do as already determined, without sadness or 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2COR 9:7�

 �

�

�

�

! �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 � �         RETREATS�

�

CURRENT BROCHURE CAN BE FOUND ON OUR 

WEBSITE � www.sjbsea.org�

March 19, 2020 � HONORING ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER � In 

honor of our patron St. Joseph, the staff cordially invites you to 

join us at Liturgy as we celebrate this special day.  We will pray 

for peace and healing for ourselves and for our world.  Please 

call to register by March 16.  Refreshments and Blessed Bread 

after the program.  Arrival:  10:30 a.m. �  (Mass: 11:00 a.m.) �  

Departure:  1:00 p.m. (Presenters:  Sr. Brunilda Ramos, MPF and 

Sr. Dolores Bianchi, MPF)  Donation�

March 27�29, 2020 � FOOTSTEPS IN THE GARDEN � Do you 

ever wonder what God is doing and has done in your life even 

without your help? In scripture, God says, “You will be like a wa-

tered garden.” (Is 58:11�12) The blooms in the garden of life take 

root in the silence. Although the garden needs tending and har-

vesting, often in our busyness, we miss the beauty that comes on 

its own and the footsteps of the One who scatters seeds of hope. 

This weekend offers you time to explore the gardens of your life. 

Light supper served on Friday, March 27 at 5:30 pm Mass includ-

ed.  Arrival:   4:00�5:00 pm/Departure: 11:00 am (Presenters: 

Paulette Cicero, M.Th., CSD, and Ellen Murphy, CSD) Cost:  

$235�

Please call St. Joseph By the Sea at 732�892�8494 to register or 

for additional information.�

� � � ++++++�

�

     �      ST. PATICK'S DAY PARTY � �

�

It is time for the Sixth Annual St. Patrick's 

Day Party at Sacred Heart in Bay Head on 

March 7th, 6:30pm to 9:30pm in the parish 

hall. �This party is a wonderful evening of mu-

sic, song, dancing, delicious food, entertain-

ment, fun and celebrating St. Patrick. �Plus 

there will also be a raffle of baskets filled with STUPEN-

DOUS prizes. �Join in and enjoy a wonderful evening. En-

tertainment by Jimmy Byrne and Jimmy Byrne III, Irish 

Step Dancers and Bagpipes. Traditional Irish fare and beer 

and soda included or "BYOB". �Tickets are $30.00. �Call 

732�343�2208 or 732�664�2804 for ticket information. � �

� � � ++++++�

� � �

�

The parish office will be 

closed Monday, February               �

    17th in celebration of �

       President’s  Day.�

�

 .� � � ++++++�

Attention Men!�

�

Join other Catholic men from across the Diocese of Tren-

ton at the 23rd Annual Men’s Conference on Saturday, 

February 29, at Saint Mary, Mother of God Parish in Mid-

dletown, NJ. The theme of this year’s conference is 

“Discipleship: The Greatest Adventure.” The day runs 

from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm and will feature Holy Mass cele-

brated by Bishop David O’Connell; Mark Teixeira, former 

Yankee first baseman and MLB All Star, and current 

ESPN analyst; Marcellino D’Ambrosio AKA Dr. Italy, an 

author, evangelist and the funniest theology professor 

you will ever meet; and Stephen Auth, the CIO for Feder-

ated Global Equities and author of The Missionary of Wall 

Street. There will also be music, Catholic vendors, and 

the opportunity to fellowship with other men who are look-

ing to grow in their walk with Jesus and dynamically live 

out their Catholic faith. A youth breakout session will also 

be offered for young men from 8th grade to college age.  

Cost is $30 per person in advance ($35 at the door); $15 

for students. Breakfast and lunch will be provided. For 

more information or to register online go to 

www.catholicmenforjesuschrist.org. To register by mail, 

send the name(s) of each person registering, your check, 

and a self�addressed stamped envelope to:�

�

Catholic Men for Jesus Christ�

PO Box 816�

Morrisville, PA 19067�

Calling All Senior Citizens!�

Proms produce great memories.�

Come let us make more memories for you.�

Senior Citizen Prom�

Sunday, March 22, 2020�

1:00 � 4:00 pm�

$7.00 per person�

Donovan Catholic Cafeteria�

Dancing � Dinner � Raffles�

Theme: �Roaring 20’s �

Call for tickets today!�

(732) 349�8801 x 2447�



Original Owners
Breakfast

Lunch
All Orders to Go

1905 Grand Central Avenue
Route 35 North• Lavallette, New Jersey 08735

732-830-8600
www.sanddollarpancakehouse.com

Shore Properties

Lisa Temple
realtor® associate
#1 Agent in 2018
Sales Volume for
Ocean County per MLS

C: 908.304.2644
O: 732.830.1535

1400 Grand Central Ave., 
Lavallette

1906A Grand Central Ave. • Lavallette, NJ 08735

(732) 854-9500
May, June & Sept.: Open weekends Saturday 7-6 and Sunday 7-3

July & August: Open everyday 6:30-8

3091 Route 35 North & Joseph Street • Sunset Manor, NJ 08735

(732) 793-3960
May, June & Sept.: Open weekends Saturday 7-6 and Sunday 7-3

July & August: Open everyday 6:30-9

The Best 
 In Quality 
  Baked Products

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals
Peace of Mind and Heart, Before, During and Beyond ~ Serving Seaside and Lavallette
MARK L. SARIN, SENIOR DIRECTOR — NJ LICENSE NO. 4134
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park • 732 793-9000  |  706 Route 35 North , Lavallette • 732 793-9000
www.ryanfuneralhome.com

“I have always 
believed that 

funeral service
was a vocation 
and not simply 

a career.”
… Timothy E. Ryan
Founder 1951-2019

PAINT AND HARDWARE

WE’RE THE PROBLEM SOLVERS

LAVALLETTE HARDWARE
1601 ROUTE 35 NORTH • LAVALLETTE

732-830-5551 • WE CUT KEYS

Since 1982
Catering Available for Holidays, 

Funerals, and Public Parties
Open Year Round
Lunch & Dinners 

We Deliver
Call Ahead for Carry-Out

406 RT 35 North, Lavallette
732.830.1500

J. DELUCCI
ROOFING SPECIALIST

793-3559
FREE ESTIMATES

WORK GUARANTEED

   Ocean                      Monmouth
 (732) 349-0559           (732) 780-6464

“Protecting the health 
& property of

our customers for 
over 75 years.”

1761 Lakewood Road
Toms River

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com  St. Pio of Pietrelcina, Lavallette, NJ 04-0342

Interest-free payment plans available

56-80 Cedar Grove Rd.
Toms River, NJ 08753
Call 732-244-3008

732-349-3322
$10.00 OFF with this ad

Lic. #12170

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING
BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING

Serving Your Family Since 1928

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

Assisted Living • Memory Care

732-206-9800

FOR RENT
Hallandale Beach, Florida

1+/1 first floor, large 1200 sq. ft. Condo 
Across street from ocean

Completely renovated and furnished
$1800 per month

4 month rental January 1 to May 1
Photos available

Paula 954-263-8255


