
The Parish of �

St. Pio of Pietrelcina�

103 Washington Avenue, Lavallette, NJ 08735�

Phone: 732�793�7291    Fax: 732�793�8204    Web: www.stpioparish.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM�

Clergy�

Rev. Fr. Douglas A. Freer, Pastor, x302� � Rev. Fr. Frederick Kochan, Assisting Priest�

Rev. Fr. Joseph Hlubik, In Residence, x325� � Rev. Monsignor Philip Franceschini, Assisting Priest�

� � � � � � � Deacon John H. Hanna, x320�

Pastoral and Support Staff�

Marta Barkhausen, Business Manager, x322� Mike Tedeschi, Director of Sacred Music, x315�

Connie Barraco, Parish Secretary, x316� � John Paglione, Pastoral Assistant for Catechesis & Liturgy �

Ginny Stefanacci, Parish Bookkeeper, x321�� � �   call Sacred Heart 732�899�1398, x5�

Pat Kevish, Receptionist, x301           �  � Bart Coleman & Vito Gagliardi, Trustees�

Tim Drake, Facilities Manager� � � Nick Zaccaria, Finance Chair�

�

Baptism �The Church shares the joy of families in the birth of children and with their parents takes seriously the 

responsibility of bringing them up in the faith. Parents seeking Baptism for their children are to attend Baptismal 

Preparation Class. This can be arranged by calling the parish office. Parents should be registered members of 

the parish. Godparents, those who represent the Church in the life of the child, must be practicing Catholics. If 

they are married, they must have been married in the Church, practice the faith regularly, and must obtain a 

sponsor certificate from their home parish. Please choose Godparents with these criteria in mind.  �

�

Anointing of the Sick�This sacrament is given for those facing serious illness or surgery, and for those of ad-

vanced years. If you or a family member is planning to enter the hospital, please see one of the priests following 

Mass if you would like to receive this sacrament.�

�

Marriage�This great sacrament of vocation is a joyous time, but also a time of very serious spiritual preparation. 

The responsibility assumed by the couple and the Church is significant.  While many focus on the day of the 

wedding, we seek to prepare for the second day and beyond. The Bishops of NJ have adopted a policy to assist 

in this preparation. Attendance at Engaged Encounter, Pre�Cana, or another approved marriage preparation 

program, and individual sessions with a priest or deacon are required of all couples. Couples should contact the 

rectory one year in advance of the intended marriage, and before finalizing other details of the  wedding particu-

larly reception facilities.�

�

Religious Education� Our program helps parents educate their children about our Catholic faith and traditions. 

We offer a comprehensive program for children in grades 1�8 from September through April. Our program is 

combined with our linked sister parish, Sacred Heart in Bay Head, and classes are held there on Sundays fol-

lowing the 9:15am Mass. For more information or to register call John Paglione, Religious Education Coordina-

tor, at 732�899�1398, x5.�

WORSHIP SCHEDULE�

Monday to Saturday�

Saint Bonaventure Chapel�

Rosary and Prayer to St. Pio: 7:40 A.M.�

Daily Mass: 8:00 A.M.�

Tuesday Novena to St. Anthony�

Thursday Novena to the Miraculous Medal�

�

W������ S� ��!"��

Main Church�

Confession: Saturday 4:00 P.M.�

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00 P.M.�

Sunday Mass: 8:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.�

�

Holy Day Masses  �

Vigil Mass:  5:00 P.M. (Day Before)   �

Holy Day Masses:  9:30 A.M.�



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

�

�

�

�

�

�

A time to be healed…..Nicholas Meola, Louis Amendo-

la, Sr., Kenneth P. Roth, Jeffrey Roth, Deborah Szot, Jerry 

Betzner, Maria Spoto, Fr. Douglas Freer, Jill Rager, Ginny 

Stefanacci, Patricia Cox, Jo Ann Marino, for Those who 

have received Prayer Blankets, and for All the Sick of the 

Parish  �

(Names will remain on the healing prayer list for 4 weeks; 

please call the parish office if you wish to extend).�

�

A time to die ….. Carmen Russo, Walter G. LaCicero, 

Dorothy Peeney, Theresa Leopizzi, Anne Papeo, Florence 

Kasper �

          �

Our Heroes……Please pray for all our 

parishioners and friends who are serving in 

the Military, as well as our Police, Firefight-

ers, First Responders, and all who are put in 

harm’s way for our protection. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday� February 22�

5:00pm� Florence Kasper �

      r/b Carol & Rich Traverso�

John Henry Warmenhoven �

      r/b Janice & Don Fix�

Sunday�                  February 23�

8:00am�

�

�

10:30am�

Alex Maccia r/b Doris & Tony Gallo�

Mary R. Benecchi r/b Chris & Don�

�

For the People of The Parish�

Monday�                   February 24�

8:00am� George Hahn r/b Joe & Adele�

Tuesday� February 25�

8:00am�

�

Miller Sisters r/b Family �

Thomas Lamont r/b Margaret O’Rourke�

Wednesday� February 26�

9:30am�

�

Ash Wed.�

�

5:00pm�

�

For the Living & Deceased Members �

      of the Hanna Family�

�

�

For the Intentions of Patricia Cox�

     r/b Connie�

Thursday � February 27�

8:00am� Ann Starkey r/b Fr. Doug & Parish Staff�

Friday � February 28�

8:00am�

�

Vocations to Priesthood �

      & Consecrated Life�

Saturday� February 29�

8:00am� For All Those Living With �

      Religious Persecution�

Saturday� February 29�

5:00pm�

�

Dennis Cremins r/b Lil�

Jean Kalemba r/b Joni & Ron�

Sunday� March 1�

8:00am� Florence Kasper r/b Rosary Altar Society �

10:30am� Jimmy (Chip) Ciliberto �

      r/b Barbara DeMassi�

For the People of the Parish�

� �

�

The Altar Bread and Wine for the  month 

of February was given in loving memory of 

Michael Buontempo requested by his Par-

ents.�



February 23, 2020�

      TIPS FOR HELPING SENIORS STAY HEALTHY                

�      DURING THE WINTER  SEASON�

�

� �      KEEP MOVING�

Got cabin fever? Get your workout by shoveling 

snow, suggests wellness expert Dasha Libin, 

M.S., creator of Draco Fitness, a health, sports, 

and wellness program in New York City: “It burns 

calories and activates your lower�and upper�

body muscles.” An hour of shoveling burns a 

whoping 400 calories. Or, with the kids, give FitDeck exer-

cise playing cards a try. Warm up, draw a card, do the ex-

ercise the card describes for one munute, and move on to 

the next card. You�and your kids�won’t be bored, Libin 

says.�

�                      Annual Catholic Appeal � In Action�

                          CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES�

Diocesan Parish Counseling Services: Parishioners have access to short 

term counseling (up to 6 sessions) at locations throughout the Diocese. 

The program was developed by Catholic Charities and the Diocese of 

Trenton. Licensed counseling professionals are available to help parish-

ioners through difficult issues such as marital problems, raising children, 

eldercare, bereavement or the stress of job loss that can be successfully 

addressed by brief counseling support. Pastors and parish priests of the 

Diocese can refer parishioners to the parish counseling services.�

Parish Emergency Assistance Program (PEAP): Emergency financial 

assistance to individuals through the parish and coordinated by Catholic 

Charities is available.�

Diocesan Social Service Workshops: Information and resources to par-

ishes and Catholic Social Service agencies are available to enhance 

Diocesan Catholic Social Service.�

Home Health Nursing Program: Free, in�home nursing and home health 

services are available to Seniors in Greater Trenton through Mt. Carmel 

Guild.�

Emergency Assistance: People in Mercer County are able to receive food 

through Mt. Carmel Guild. Over 30,000 received food through this pro-

gram last year.� � � �

� � � ++++++ �

�

    40 DAYS FOR LIFE    February 26� April 5, 2020�

            The Beginning of the End of Abortion�

Protect mothers and children by joining this worldwide witness of 

prayer, fasting, peaceful vigils, and community outreach.�

Vigil Location:  Planned Parenthood at 69 E. Newman Springs          

�  � Rd., Shrewsbury, NJ 07702�

Vigil Hours:        Monday thru Friday, 8am to 6pm�

                              Saturday/Sunday �  at will�

Local Contact:    732�610�7437 or monmouth4life@hotmail.com  �

Learn More….    40daysforlife.com/shrewsbury�

�

As a pro�life people, our hearts ache for the millions of babies 

lost to abortion. However, little is heard about the tremendous 

emotional pain, regret and crippling remorse that may women 

and men experience following an abortion. These parents are 

also victims of a culture of death. They suffer a traumatic wound, 

with consequences that can last a lifetime. As a pro�life people, 

our hearts ache for them, too. Rachel’s Vineyard is a weekend 

retreat that offers these wounded parents an opportunity to walk 

with Christ through the complex circumstances that led to abor-

tion, as well as the devastating aftermath. Rachel’s Vineyard also 

provides a blessed opportunity for parents to begin processing 

their grief, and to memorialize their children. There is no judg-

ment. There is just an atmosphere of fellowship, compassion, 

and healing, If an abortion is impacting you remember that God 

loves you, just as much as He loves your child. If you would like 

to experience a weekend of God’s love and mercy for yourself, 

please contact Judy Warenkiewicz at 732�536�6871.  All inquiries 

are strictly confidential. The next Rachel’s Vineyard retreats are: 

February 28 to March 1, 2020 and August 28 to August 30, 2020.�

The following letter was sent to Fr. Doug:�

�

Dear Fr. Freer:�

                            Happy New Year 2020!!!!�

      Once again, we are thanking your parishioners for their gener-

osity in including our children in your Giving Tree Project.  This 

made it possible for us to give a gift to our CCD children and to 

our toddlers for the Feast of the Epiphany on January 5, 2020.�

      We are very grateful for generosity. May the Holy Family, Je-

sus, Mary & Joseph bless you and keep you happy and healthy 

through�out 2020. God Bless you!!�

�

In the Divine Word�

Rev. Pedro L. Bou, SVD�

� � � ++++++�

�

              CELEBRATE SPRING HAPPY HOUR�

It’s time to celebrate SPRING AT THE SHORE! Please join the 

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary at their first happy 

hour of 2020!�

�

Who:� � All Parishioners and their Guests�

When:  �               Saturday, April 18th at 6pm�

Where:� � St. Pio’s Parish Hall, Rt. 35 North�

Cost:� � No Cost, but a Free Will Offering to our�

� �        “Charitable Donations Fund” would be      

� � � GREATLY APPRECIATED. �

BRING:� � An Appetizer to Share and Your Own �

� �        Beverages. We will provide water, paper         

� �              products, homemade desserts and de�

� �                  caf coffee. �

RSVP:� � Call Joyce at 973�714�6797 with the �

� �       number attending by April 13th.�

     PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CHARITABLE EFFORTS!!�

� � � ++++++�

     Our Famous IRISH SODA BREAD is BACK�

The Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary will be 

selling Irish Soda Bread kits again this year! Add 

your own wet ingredients to our kit (all dry ingredi-

ents and raisins), and bake a large loaf of delicious 

and IRRESISTIBLE soda bread. Orders and pay-

ment ($5 per loaf) are due by March 1st. Call Joyce 

Burns at 732�600�0359 for more information and to 

place your order. All proceeds benefit our “charitable 

contributions” fund. Thank you for your support!�

            KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 8415 and �

                 LADIES AUXILIARY 2020 SCHOLARSHIP�

Young men and women that are Catholic parishioners who are 

graduating high school, and are planning to attend an accredited 

2 or 4 year college or university, or an accredited vocational or 

trade school, are eligible to apply for the scholarship. The amount 

of the award will be no less than $250 and will not exceed $1000. 

Candidates may pick up an application in the parish office.�

         “DRIVE THRU HISTORY:  THE GOSPELS”�

� Thursdays, March 5, 19, 26; and April 4��

 Sacred Heart Church, Msgr. Casey Hall, 9 �10 am�

Would you like to see the �

places where�

Jesus�

ministered in�

Israel�

this Lent?�

               Join Fr. Joe for this interesting series!��

No fee or registration required�

++++++�



SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

Knights of Columbus�

Council 8415�

2020 Yankee Bus Trip�

Date: Friday July 24, 2020�

Game Time: 7 pm�

�

Yankees vs Boston Red Sox�

$145.00/pp �

Includes: Ticket to Game, R/T Bus�

      PLUS: All You Care to Enjoy � includes hot 

dogs, pretzels, so� pretzels, soda and water from 

pre�game through the 5

th

 inning�

For tickets contact �

John 732�259�3577  (jjcoghlan@optonline.net)�

Allen 732�996�7360 (aktaxea@msn.com)�

  �

�

�

�

�

�

�

 The Holy Name Society �

� �                          of �

�                                 St. Pio Parish�

�            � �     presents �

�

          � �     Doo Wop III, Saturday Night �

� � �       with �

�    �              Jukebox Legends�

�

                                         Saturday, May 2, 2020 �

�                            Doors open 6:15pm �

                                              Show: 7 � 10pm�

�

�                             St Pio Parish Hall�

                      Rt. 35 North & Philadelphia Ave, Lavallette, NJ �

�

                                    $15 pp �  Checks made out to: �

                                       St. Pio Holy Name Society�

                                          BYO�Food and Drink �

�

                          For Further Information and Tickets Call:�

John:   732�259�3577� �           Frank:   908�256�2572�

Gary:   908�672�6710� �           Bill:       201�334�6686�

� �             Parish Office:�

� �             732�793�7291�

February 3, 2020�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,�

�

During the days and weeks of penance that lie ahead ��� 

from Ash Wednesday, February 26 until Holy Thursday, 

April 9, 2020   ���  the Catholic Church throughout the world 

commemorates the penitential season of Lent. The model 

Jesus gave us for “these forty days” was His own experi-

ence in the desert and the temptations that followed Him 

there where He encountered Satan face�to �face.  And yet, 

Jesus, there in the desert ��� alone, fasting and in intense 

prayer ��� beat back the devil and triumphed over tempta-

tion, as strong and as unrelenting as it was throughout 

those forty days.�

We enter the desert of Lent like Jesus, led by the Holy Spir-

it, to face our devils, our temptations head on.  But we are 

not alone.  The Lord Jesus Christ is with us.  And so, too, is 

the Church, the entire community of faith observing Lent.  

Here is what the Catholic Church in the United States re-

quires of us as baptized Catholics:�

�

The days of FAST (only one full meal) and AB-

STINENCE (no meat) are Ash Wednes-

day and Good Friday.  No dispensations 

are granted on these solemn days ex-

cept for reason of sickness or those 

provided in canon law below.  �

All other Fridays of Lent are days of ABSTINENCE 

(no meat).�

�

Those between the ages of 18 and 59 are obliged to FAST 

(only one full meal) as above.  From the age of 14, people 

are also obliged to ABSTAIN  (no meat: this obligation pro-

hibits the eating of meat, but not eggs, milk products or con-

diments of any kind, even though made from animal fat).�

The obligation to observe the laws of fast and abstinence is 

a serious one for Catholics.  Failure to observe one peniten-

tial day in itself is not considered a serious sin.  It is the fail-

ure to observe any penitential days at all, or a substantial 

number of penitential days, that must be considered seri-

ous.�

The obligation, the privilege really, of receiving the Eucha-

rist at least once a year ��� often called “Easter duty” ��� for 

those in the state of grace should still be fulfilled during the 

period from the First Sunday of Lent, February 29�March 1 

to Trinity Sunday, June 7�8   However, the Church’s law 

does permit this precept to be fulfilled at another time dur-

ing the year when there is a just cause.�

I want to encourage Catholics to go to Confession and to 

make use of the sacrifices and traditions that have always 

been part of our Lenten practices in the Church.�

We do, indeed, fast and pray with the Lord Jesus and with 

our fellow Catholics.  May this Lent be a time of penance 

leading to grace and joy for us all at Easter.�

Sincerely yours in Christ,�

�

Most Reverend David M. O’Connell, C.M.�

Bishop of Trenton�

� �

February 26th is Ash 

Wednesday.  Ashes will be 

distributed at the 9:30am 

and 5pm Masses in the 

Church.   � � � �

� �    �

�

Please join us for Stations of the 

Cross and Benediction every Fri-

day during Lent at 6pm in the 

Chapel followed by Soup and 

Discussion in the parish hall. We 

ask for volunteers who would be 

willing to make soup. Please call the parish of-

fice  to sign up for a Friday in Lent.  Thank you 

and God bless you.�



February 23, 2020�

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but 

yours. Yours are the eyes through which He looks compassion on this 

world. Yours are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are the 

hands through which He blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, 

yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are His body. Christ has no 

body now on earth but yours.” Teresa of Avila �

Contribu	ons� St. Pio � Sacred Heart   �

Weekend of     �

February 15/16�

This Past 

Week�

Same week   

Last Year�

This Past 

Week�

Same week   

Last Year�

At  Church�

$4,448� $4,155� $4,920� $4,618�

Online�

$550� $220� $235� $190�

Total�

$4,998� $4,375� $5,155� $4,808�

Each must do as already determined, without sadness or 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2COR 9:7�

�      The Vatican International Exhibition�

�     The Eucharistic Miracles of the World�

�

In August 2019, Bishop O’Connell relayed an alarming statistic: only 

31% of Catholics believe in the Real Presence.  In order to help us 

better understand, All are invited to come and see!�

�

To begin, there is an 8�minute video of the Eucharistic Miracle of 

Buenos Aires.  Then, visitors can tour over 65 displays of miracles 

from around the world.  We hope you will join us and encourage all of 

your students, friends and family to take some time to view it!  �

�

� St. Pio of Pietrelcina Church�Parish Hall�

� 1200 Grand Central Avenue, Lavallette�

� Saturday, March 21st      4:00pm � 7:00pm�

� Sunday,   March 22nd     8:00am � 4:00pm�

�

�

This exhibit was researched, designed, and created by Carlo 

Acutis, a young computer genius from the diocese of Milan 

Italy.  He died at the age of 15 from leukemia and has been 

declared a Servant of God!  This exhibit is suitable for all ages.  �

�

 

Vatican International Exhibition 

THE EUCHARISTIC�

MIRACLES�

OF THE WORLD�

�

�

Calling All Senior Citizens!�

Proms produce great memories.�

Come let us make more memories for you.�

Senior Citizen Prom�

Sunday, March 22, 2020�

1:00 � 4:00 pm�

$7.00 per person�

Donovan Catholic Cafeteria�

Dancing � Dinner � Raffles�

Theme: �Roaring 20’s �

Call for tickets today!�

(732) 349�8801 x 2447�

�

The Lavallette Seniors will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 

at St. Pio’s parish hall at 12:30pm on March 19th. Irish 

entertainment will be provided by Bobby Scott and a 

corned beef luncheon will be served at a cost of $25.�

All are welcome. Come join us.�

� � � ++++++�

     �     LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 2020    �

�

 �

� �        Penance Service �

                      Wednesday, March 18th � 6 pm�

�

� �      Stations of the Cross�

             Fridays at 6 pm with Benediction followed by �

                           Soup, Supper & Discussion�

�

                                  Sacred Triduum�

    Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper  � 7 pm �

      (Church remains open for Adoration until Midnight)�

�

                        Good Friday, Liturgy  � 3 pm�

�

                   Solemn Stations of the Cross  � 7 pm�

�

               Easter Vigil  � 7:30 pm (no 5 pm Mass today)�

�

                     Easter Sunday �  8 am and 10:30 am     �

�

� � � ++++++�

� � � �

�

�

                 ST. PATICK'S DAY PARTY � �

�

It is time for the Sixth Annual St. Patrick's Day Party at Sacred 

Heart in Bay Head on March 7th, 6:30pm to 9:30pm in the parish 

hall. �This party is a wonderful evening of music, song, dancing, 

delicious food, entertainment, fun and celebrating St. Pat-

rick. �Plus there will also be a raffle of baskets filled with STU-

PENDOUS prizes. �Join in and enjoy a wonderful evening. Enter-

tainment by Jimmy Byrne and Jimmy Byrne III, Irish Step Danc-

ers and Bagpipes. Traditional Irish fare and beer and soda in-

cluded or "BYOB". �Tickets are $30.00. �Call 732�343�2208 or 

732�664�2804 for ticket information. � �



Original Owners
Breakfast

Lunch
All Orders to Go

1905 Grand Central Avenue
Route 35 North• Lavallette, New Jersey 08735

732-830-8600
www.sanddollarpancakehouse.com

Shore Properties

Lisa Temple
realtor® associate
#1 Agent in 2018
Sales Volume for
Ocean County per MLS

C: 908.304.2644
O: 732.830.1535

1400 Grand Central Ave., 
Lavallette

1906A Grand Central Ave. • Lavallette, NJ 08735

(732) 854-9500
May, June & Sept.: Open weekends Saturday 7-6 and Sunday 7-3

July & August: Open everyday 6:30-8

3091 Route 35 North & Joseph Street • Sunset Manor, NJ 08735

(732) 793-3960
May, June & Sept.: Open weekends Saturday 7-6 and Sunday 7-3

July & August: Open everyday 6:30-9

The Best 
 In Quality 
  Baked Products

Timothy E. Ryan Home for Funerals
Peace of Mind and Heart, Before, During and Beyond ~ Serving Seaside and Lavallette
MARK L. SARIN, SENIOR DIRECTOR — NJ LICENSE NO. 4134
809 Central Avenue, Seaside Park • 732 793-9000  |  706 Route 35 North , Lavallette • 732 793-9000
www.ryanfuneralhome.com

“I have always 
believed that 

funeral service
was a vocation 
and not simply 

a career.”
… Timothy E. Ryan
Founder 1951-2019

PAINT AND HARDWARE

WE’RE THE PROBLEM SOLVERS

LAVALLETTE HARDWARE
1601 ROUTE 35 NORTH • LAVALLETTE

732-830-5551 • WE CUT KEYS

Since 1982
Catering Available for Holidays, 

Funerals, and Public Parties
Open Year Round
Lunch & Dinners 

We Deliver
Call Ahead for Carry-Out

406 RT 35 North, Lavallette
732.830.1500

J. DELUCCI
ROOFING SPECIALIST

793-3559
FREE ESTIMATES

WORK GUARANTEED

   Ocean                      Monmouth
 (732) 349-0559           (732) 780-6464

“Protecting the health 
& property of

our customers for 
over 75 years.”

1761 Lakewood Road
Toms River

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com  St. Pio of Pietrelcina, Lavallette, NJ 04-0342

Interest-free payment plans available

56-80 Cedar Grove Rd.
Toms River, NJ 08753
Call 732-244-3008

732-349-3322
$10.00 OFF with this ad

Lic. #12170

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING
BATH & KITCHEN REMODELING

Serving Your Family Since 1928

Contact Donna Delgrosso to place an ad today! 
ddelgrosso@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6295 

Assisted Living • Memory Care

732-206-9800

YEAR-ROUND
BEACH HOUSE FOR 

SALE - $665,000
Furnished, Ready to Occupy

Fireplace, 4 Bdrm, 2 bath
Access to 2 beaches

908-507-1448


