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�

St. Joseph parishioners’ can be thankful to Monsignor Haddad 

for a very special gift. It was his invitation to Reverend Francis 

McGann, to spend his retirement years in our parish. �

A graduate of St. John’s Seminary, Monsignor Francis 

McGann or “Father Frank” as many knew him, was ordained 

in 1949. In the summer of 1995, Father Frank was planning to 

retire from St Eulaila’s Parish in Winchester. Father Haddad 

and Father McGann had served together at St. Eulaila’s. Fa-

ther Jim was pastor and Father Frank was administrator as-

signed to relieve Fr. Haddad from pastoral duties when he 

was involved with the Archdiocese Office of Development. 

Father McGann had succeeded Father Haddad as pastor in 

Winchester when Father Haddad came to St. Joseph Parish in 

Needham.�

Father McGann served as the president of the Priest’s �

Senate, as a member of the personnel board, in pastoral sup-

port of the Priest’s Advisory Board, and on the Presbyteral 

Council. In August 1995, Father McGann joined St. Joseph Parish as senior priest in residence.�

At the end of 1995, Father McGann was named a Monsignor. Twenty�two years later, Monsignor McGann was still 

living in the parish, becoming the longest serving priest in the history of the parish. Father Frank was a priest out of 

central casting. Kind, humble, and friendly he soon became beloved by parishioners. Often he would share personal 

stories.�

One story Monsignor McGann told whenever new altar servers were being installed in 

the parish went back to the first time he served Mass. Growing up in Woburn, Father 

McGann had attended public school at a time when all the St. Charles altar boys were 

chosen from the parochial school. In his first week at the seminary, a priest there 

asked the young seminarian to serve Mass for him. He explained that he had not been 

trained as an altar boy and had never served Mass before. The priest said that now 

was a good time to learn. After a mistake laden service, the priest said to him, “Well, 

Frank, I know you said you had never served Mass before, but have you ever been to 

Mass before?”�

Throughout his time at St. Joseph Parish, Monsignor McGann served as a worthy 

model and mentor to the seminarians and newly ordained priests assigned to the  par-

ish. His presence here also ensured a smooth and seamless transition for both Rever-

end Michael Lawlor and Reverend David Michael when they were named    pastors.�

Monsignor McGann retired to Regina Cleri in Boston in September 2018.�

(Excerpt from the Parish History updated by Tom Harkins, Jim Benoit and �

� �      Susan Horne for the Centennial.) �

“GOD LOVE YOU ALL…”�

For more on Monsignor McGann please visit  http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/mcgann�
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Sunday, May 3, 2020�

Gospel Reading�

John 10:1�10�

Jesus is the gate for his sheep.�

�

Background on the Gospel Reading�

This fourth Sunday of the Easter season is sometimes 

called Good Shepherd Sunday because in each of the 

three lectionary cycles, the Gospel reading invites us 

to reflect on Jesus as the Good Shepherd. In each cy-

cle the reading is from the tenth chapter of John’s 

Gospel. This chapter sets the framework for Jesus’ 

teaching about himself as the Good Shepherd.�

Today’s reading falls between the stories of Jesus’ 

healing of the man born blind and the raising of Laza-

rus. Both of these stories were proclaimed in the Gos-

pels found in this year’s season of Lent. Following the 

controversy that ensued when Jesus healed the man 

born blind, Jesus directs his allegory about the sheep 

and the shepherd toward the Jewish religious leaders 

of his time, the Pharisees.�

Throughout John’s Gospel the Pharisees fail to accept 

Jesus’ ministry and teaching. They show themselves 

to be “robbers and thieves” because they try to lead 

the sheep without entering through the gate, Jesus. 

Through these metaphors, Jesus is telling his listeners 

that those who follow him and his way will find abun-

dant life. He identifies himself both as the shepherd 

and the gate. The shepherds who are faithful to him 

are the ones whom the sheep (Jesus’ disciples) 

should follow.�

The relationship between the sheep and their shep-

herd is based on familiarity. Sheep recognize their 

shepherd and will not follow a stranger. At the end of 

the day, shepherds lead their sheep from pastures to a 

common gated area called a sheepfold. There, one 

shepherd protects all of the sheep until the next day 

when each shepherd returns to lead his own sheep to 

pasture. As shepherds move among the sheep, the 

sheep follow only their shepherd.�

Today’s Gospel also gives us the opportunity to reflect 

on Christian leadership. Jesus’ words suggest to us 

that those who will lead the Christian community will 

be known by their faithfulness to Jesus. The leaders 

will recognize that Jesus is the gate for all of the sheep 

and that having a good relationship with Jesus is the 

primary characteristic of a Christian leader. Jesus’  

allegory also suggests that faithful Christian leadership 

requires a good relationship with the community: the 

shepherd knows his sheep, and they know him.   

Christian leaders follow the example of Jesus, the 

Good Shepherd, by being faithful to him and by being 

a good shepherd.�

THE POWER OF THE ROSARY�

�

�

Sister Lucia of Fatima told us that "There is no prob-

lem, I tell you, no matter how difficult it is, that we 

cannot solve by the prayer of the Holy Rosary. With 

the Holy Rosary we will save ourselves. We will  

sanctify ourselves. We will console Our Lord and   

obtain the salvation of many souls." Let us know and 

believe this is true…�

�

Let's pray together, remembering the promises of Our 

Lady to those who faithfully recite her devotion.�

1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation 

of the rosary, shall receive signal graces.�

2. I promise my special protection and the greatest 

graces to all those who shall recite the rosary.�

3. The rosary shall be a powerful armor against hell, it 

will destroy vice, decrease sin, and defeat heresies.�

4. It will cause virtue and good works to flourish; it 

will obtain for souls the abundant mercy of God; it 

will withdraw the heart of men from the love of the 

world and its vanities, and will lift them to the desire 

of eternal things. Oh, that souls would sanctify   

themselves by this means.�

5. The soul which recommends itself to me by the 

recitation of the rosary shall not perish.�

6. Whoever shall recite the rosary devoutly, applying 

himself to the consideration of its sacred mysteries, 

shall never be conquered by misfortune. God will not 

chastise him in His justice, he shall not perish by an 

unprovided death; if he be just he shall remain in the 

grace of God, and become worthy of eternal life.�

7. Whoever shall have a true devotion for the rosary 

shall not die without the sacraments of the Church.�

8. Those who are faithful to recite the rosary shall 

have, during their life and at their death, the light of 

God and the plenitude of His graces; at the moment 

of death they shall participate in the merits of the 

saints in paradise.�

9. I shall deliver from purgatory those who have been 

devoted to the rosary.�

10. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a 

high degree of glory in heaven.�

11. You shall obtain all you ask of me by the           

recitation of the rosary.�

12. All those who propagate the holy rosary shall be 

aided by me in their necessities.�

13. I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the 

advocates of the rosary shall have for intercessors 

the entire celestial court during their life and at the 

hour of death.�

14. All who recite the rosary are my sons, and    

brothers of my only son Jesus Christ.�

15. Devotion of my rosary is a great sign of           

predestination.     (Excerpt from Catholic Online)�
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In compliance with directives from local and feder-

al government officials, the Religious Education 

program has ended classes for the remainder of 

this semester, which would have ended on April 8.� �

Lesson plans and resources for faith formation have 

been sent to all of our families.�

We encourage everyone, to please spend some time 

in prayer each day, personally and as a family.� Pray 

the rosary and/or read from Scripture.� Watch Catholic 

TV  as they broadcast the Mass daily and have won-

derful family programming.�

We pray for the health and well�being of everyone.�

781�449�3744�

�

TEMPORARY CHURCH HOURS �

Lower  Church�

�

          MON � FRI�    6 AM TO 6 PM�

          SAT � SUN�    9 AM TO 5 PM�

St. Joseph Parish, Needham�

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE 

TEMPORARILY CLOSED     

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE�



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS  

�

�

Needham Knights of Columbus�

Father Daniel J. Kennedy Council �

�

�

�

�

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND PROGRAM 

�

Not since The Great Depression has hunger been a 

more threatening issue in our community and in our 

country.� With millions of our friends and neighbors 

having lost their jobs, food pantries are being        

overwhelmed by the need.� The Needham Knights of 

Columbus Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council is rising to 

this heartbreaking challenge.� We are encouraging our 

friends and neighbors to write a check in an amount 

you can afford to The Needham Knights of Colum-

bus and mail it to:�

Needham Knights  of Columbus Council 1611        

1211 Highland Ave.,                                              

Needham, MA �02492.� �

We will collect these contributions for as long as the 

overwhelming need exists, and deliver these weekly  

to our local food pantries to be used to fill the shelves 

and help our local families until our world begins to 

heal, and things return to normal.� To learn more about 

this effort, please visit www.needhamkofc.org� ��

�

Please pray for our neighbors and our world. ��

�

�

�

�

In order to enhance our communication with our Parish-

ioners during this difficult time, St. Joseph’s has imple-

mented the Flocknote system to better manage email 

and text messages to parishioners. For those who 

registered in the parish within the past four years, your 

email has already been added to Flocknote. The first 

St. Joseph email was sent to 600 parishioners last 

weekend. �

For those whose email we do not have on file, signing 

up is easy to do by clicking the Flocknote Button on the 

parish website home page or by going to the URL: 

https://stjosephparish21.flocknote.com/Parishioners�

Enter your first name (include both first names for     

couples), last name, email and mobile phone number.     

You may unsubscribe from Flocknote at any time.         

Thank you. �

�

… TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTINUED to support our 

parish by depositing or mailing your offertory       

envelopes.  �

Once again, Parishioners who use offertory           

envelopes,  may deposit  them through the mail slot 

in the Rectory door at the May Street side or mail 

them to:�

St. Joseph Parish�

1382  Highland Ave.  Needham, MA 02492.�

As you all know, this is the primary way that we fund 

our  Parish.   �

Thank you for your cooperation and please consider 

signing up for ON�LINE GIVING, as we all deal with 

these extraordinary circumstances.�

�

May God keep you all.  �

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com�

Homily Podcasts Available �

�

You can listen to homilies from liturgies at St. Joseph 

Parish by clicking "Homilies" under the Links section of 

the homepage or 

www.stjosephparishneedham.com/homilies �
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 Louise Condon Realty, Inc.
 “Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

 781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com
 399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492781-444-0121

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net 
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

Travis Jonasson
Parishioner

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

LIGHTING DESIGN CENTER

48 MECHANIC ST., NEWTON UPPER FALLS
(Elliot St. to Mechanic St.)

617.527.2040  www.newtonelectric.com

 Kevin McGuire
 Integrity Computer
 Consultants

www.integritycomputerconsultants.com

Cell: 617.548.7943
kevin@integritycomputerconsultants.com

Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today! 
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343 

 Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
 Real Estate Sales for over 25 years
 Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
 Louise Condon Realty  |  399 Chestnut St., Needham

Steven Conroy - Owner 
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts  
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts  

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture 

Appliances •Televisions 
Yard Waste • Construction Debris 

Demolition 

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

Does My Living Trust or Estate Plan Need to be Fixed?
Estate Planning & Asset Protection Law Center of 

DENNIS SULLIVAN & ASSOCIATES
Our clients have peace of mind knowing we continually monitor their plans throughout 
the years to identify when updates are needed. We have been providing the “Lifetime 
and Legacy Protection Plan” for many clients for more than a decade since inception. 
Our unique “19 Point Trust Estate and Asset Protection Review” allows us to identify 
and monitor these updates. Our Law Center has over 42 years of experience both as 
Estate and Asset Protection Attorneys, and also as Certified Public Accountants. This 
program gives continual guidance and protection for families, spouses, children and 
grandchildren for generations.
The Estate Planning and Asset Protection Law Center of Dennis Sullivan & Associates 
is a proud member of The Wealth Counsel, Elder Counsel, the National Academy of 
Elder Law Attorneys, Massachusetts Society of CPAs, and we have an A+ rating with the 
Better Business Bureau. We possess the knowledge, tools, contacts, and expertise to 
grant you peace of mind for a lifetime.

ATTENTION: if Your Living Trust or Estate Plan is 3+ Years old it may be outdated! 
Contact us about a personalized complimentary discovery review session (normally $750)

To schedule your family’s Trust, Estate and Asset Protection Review 
CALL 800-964-4295 (24/7) OR VISIT DSULLIVAN.COM TO REGISTER ONLINE.

1973 Needham HS graduate, and varsity 
hockey co-captain (Ftorek dynasty years)

This Space 
is Available

Sam Nickles - Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community
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PAVING
EXCAVATION

UTILITY
SEPTIC

PRESBY CERTIFICATE

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7
Office (617) 361-2985
www.mustoconstruction.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed 

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS

DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

• Boilers • Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More

mcdonnellplumbing.com
Frank McDonnell

(781) 444-7045

ROOF I N G

781-444-7577
ConnellRoofing.com

Laura S. DeMaio
CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009

237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

NED 
MAHONEY

617.799.0566
“ A place to find your community”

MyTownMA.com

KELLERWILLIAMS®

GeorGe F. Doherty Funeral homes
- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 -

   www.gfdoherty.comP.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins 
Funeral Home

West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

Fine Finished Carpentry, 
Additions & New Homes.

857-204-4537
www.mcclaycarpentry.com

CALL 781-449-4486 TO VISIT OUR
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM TODAY!

INFANTS • TODDLERS • PRESCHOOL I
PRESCHOOL II • KINDERGARTEN • AFTERSCHOOL

Open 5 days per week; 7:30-6. Rolling Admissions. 
2-day minimum for most programs

9:00-3:00 preschool option. Openings available.

858 Great Plain Ave. & 23 Dedham Ave, Needham
www.needhamchildrenscenter.com

Chestnut
Children’s Center

Lauren Petrini Hentschel
Executive Director

Full Day Programs
• Infant
• Toddler
• Preschool
• Pre-K
• Kindergarten
Half-Day Nursery School
Children Ages 2 and Older
Follows Needham Public School Calendar

781-455-7144
167 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA
www.chestnutchildrenscenter.com

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

CommerCial & residential

master liCense #13118

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net

NEEDHAM, MA

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

Steve Oakes  ~  Ed Timmerman
(617) 332-1840  www.johntburns.com

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS

& DOORS

Free
Estimates
781-329-2895

www.brownbrosroofing.net

DAVIS 
MONUMENTS

617-524-4300
Appointments at your home,

cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com 

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173
cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

Alan P. Royer       Free Estimates

ROYER TREE 
SERVICE, INC.

• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal 
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured   781-329-8494

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

Spring Clean Ups  • Shrub Pruning & Removal • Weekly Cutting 
Fertilization Programs • Bark Mulch Delivered &Installed • Snowplowing

Scheduling Full 
Service Clients for 

2020 Season

Servicing  
Needham for  
over 25 Years
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�

April 30, 2020�

�

�

My Dear Friends,�

�

�

Recently, the Archdiocese sent you an online petition which asks Governor Baker to allocate private 

schools a portion of federal CARES Act funding for emergency educational relief in Massachu-

setts.�� In sending the petition we also asked that you share it with your parishioners and staff, with the 

request that they join you in signing.��It is important to note that although this petition does not ask any 

special consideration for Catholic Schools, it is essential that our schools, as one group of private 

schools in the Commonwealth, have access to this emergency funding.��Many Catholic Schools     

families come from communities that were economically challenged and underserved before the     

current crisis, they are now experiencing some of the most serious impacts, including uncertainty   

concerning their children’s education.�By signing the petition we can help these families, by asking that 

our Catholic schools receive a share of the emergency funding.�

��

�

Please share the petition with your parishioners, staff, parish pastoral and finance councils, asking for 

their participation and that they share it with all individuals and group who would welcome the         

opportunity to join in this effort.�We are in the midst of a critical moment for our Catholic schools,    

particularly those that serve the most needy.�It is of great importance that we do everything we can to 

support our students, families, teachers and staff, that they can continue their mission of service that 

greatly benefits our communities and is a priority for the work of the Church.�

�

To access the petition please  go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefe0EP27EziEfW

�7E69yHekO8zCrP�8MBG2LMQfYI40FrURQ/viewform  . If you have any questions or require any    

assistance, please contact Thomas Carroll, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, �

at thomas_carroll@rcab.org. �

�

Please know of my gratitude for all you are doing on behalf of the Church, the people entrusted to your 

care and your assistance with this very important effort in support of our schools.�

�

With the assurance of my prayers,�

�

�

Devotedly yours in Christ,��

�

�

�

Cardinal Seán�

�


