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SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Cycle A�

Sunday, May 24, 2020�

Gospel Reading�

John 17:1�11a�

Jesus prays for his disciples.�

Background on the Gospel Reading�

Today’s reading is a prayer, which appears at the conclusion of Jesus’ Last Supper    

discourse. At the end of the prayer, Jesus is arrested in the garden. The prayer might be 

read as Jesus’ final commendation of himself to the Father. In the prayer, Jesus also ex-

presses care and concern for his disciples.�

Jesus’ prayer reaffirms the complete union between Jesus and the Father. Throughout 

John’s Gospel, Jesus has been presented as the Word, who pre�existed with the Father and was sent to do the Fa-

ther’s work on earth. In this prayer we learn that Jesus’ life and ministry have been directed toward one purpose, 

revealing the Father. When this work is accomplished, Jesus is to return to the Father to be glorified. Regardless of 

what happens to Jesus, in John’s Gospel, Jesus and the Father are in charge. Even in the description of Jesus’ 

death, Jesus does not simply die but instead hands over his spirit.�

In today’s Gospel we also note the distinction found in John’s Gospel between the world and the disciples. The    

disciples are in the world, but they are separate from it because they have been given to Jesus. They are chosen 

from the world to be in service to the world for its salvation. This salvation has been accomplished in Jesus because   

Jesus has revealed the Father to the world, but the disciples will be sent by Jesus to make both the Father and Je-

sus known to the world. Jesus’ prayer is for the disciples’ work in the world.�

�

God of power and mercy,�

you destroy war and put down earthly pride.�

Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our 

tears,�

that we may all deserve to be called your sons and 

daughters.�

Keep in your mercy those men and women�

who have died in the cause of freedom�

and bring them safely�

into your kingdom of justice and peace.�

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord.�

�

R/. Amen�



SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

Spiritual Communion�

The second article in the “Living through the Crisis” series of reflections from Father Federico Lombardi. 

The emergency situation we are experiencing, and the strain of living without the Eucharist, leads us to  

rediscover “spiritual Communion”. �

By Federico Lombardi�

When those of us who are now old were children, during catechism we were often told about “spiritual communion”. 

They told us that we could unite ourselves spiritually to Jesus who offers Himself upon the altar, even if were not 

able to make a sacramental communion by receiving physically the consecrated Host.�

“Spiritual communion” was a religious practice that aimed at making us feel continuously united to Jesus, not only 

when we received Communion during Mass, but also at other times and places. It was not an alternative to        

sacramental Communion, but in a certain sense continued and prepared for it, for example during visits to the 

Blessed Sacrament or at other times of prayer.�

But after a certain point in time, we heard practically nothing more about it � for decades. The emphasis on         

participation at Mass by receiving Communion, which is certainly good in itself, had led to other traditional           

dimensions of Christian devotion being overshadowed.�

I began to think again, more intensely, about “spiritual Communion” on one exceptional occasion. During World 

Youth Day in Madrid in 2011, a sudden storm during the night destroyed most of the tents where the                   

unconsecrated hosts were being prepared in anticipation of the more than two million young people expected for 

the final Mass. And so, at the main Mass celebrated by the Pope, only a very few of the young people were able to 

receive sacramental Communion, precisely because there were so few Hosts.�

Many people were upset, at least at first. It seemed to some as if World Youth Day had failed, because something 

essential was missing from the culminating religious moment of the event. It took a lot of time and energy to help 

people understand that, although the physical act of receiving the Sacred Host is exceptionally important, it is not 

the only, indispensable manner of being united with Jesus and His Body, the Church.�

Now, during his morning Mass at Santa Marta, Pope Francis encourages the faithful who pray with him, without  

being physically present, to make a “spiritual Communion”. He does so by proposing one of the traditional formulas 

that for a long time had been taught by the good spiritual masters of the Christian people: formulas that were      

familiar to many of our mothers and grandmothers, those who got up early in the morning, sometimes every day,   

to go to Mass � but who also knew how to remain in union with God, in their own way, in the midst of their daily  

occupations.�

Among the memories from the time of my catechism, I am reminded of a holy card with a little picture of a priest   

raising the consecrated Host in his hands. Around the image, like the hours on a clock, there were the morning 

hours of different countries and continents where priests would be celebrating Mass. (At the time, Mass was only 

celebrated in the morning!) It was meant to remind us that the Sacrifice of Jesus, Who died for us, was being     

continually renewed around the world, and that we could always unite ourselves spiritually with Him and His        

oblation.�

“Spiritual Communion”, when one cannot receive sacramental Communion, can also be called “Communion of   

desire”: desiring that one’s own life be united to Jesus, and especially to His Sacrifice for us upon the Cross.�

In this prolonged time of Eucharistic fasting that is forced upon us, many people who are accustomed to frequent 

sacramental Communion are increasingly feeling the lack of the “daily Bread” of the Eucharist. In a truly exceptional 

way, it has been the Church herself who accepted the burden of imposing this fast on the faithful, as a sign of     

solidarity and participation in the concerns of entire populations forced into restrictions, privations, and  suffering      

because of the pandemic.�

Fasting is a deprivation, but it can also be a time of growth. Just as the love of spouses who have long been distant 

from each other on account of force majeure can lead to growth in fidelity and purity, so too Eucharistic fasting can 

become a time of growth: growth in faith, growth in desire for the gift of sacramental Communion, growth in         

solidarity with those who for whatever reason cannot benefit from it, growth in freedom from habits of carelessness 

in receiving… To come to understand anew that the Eucharist is a gratuitous and surprising gift of the Lord Jesus, 

neither trivial nor banal… to desire it with all one’s heart… continually… Can this also be a consequence of these 

disturbing times?�

Cardinal Seán O’Malley is declaring a    �

Year of the Eucharist for the �

Archdiocese of Boston!                 �

2020�



SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

TEMPORARY CHURCH �

PRAYER HOURS �

Lower  Church�

�

MON � FRI   6 AM TO 6 PM, �

SAT � SUN   9 AM TO 5 PM�

�

�

Who should come to Mass?�

�

As we gear up to start a limited seating capacity �

Sunday Mass Liturgy at the church.�

�

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obliga-

tion will continue for the foreseeable future.�

Cardinal Seán�strongly encourages people in     

vulnerable populations, especially the elderly and 

those with complicating physical conditions, to 

continue to watch Mass from their homes, on their 

parish’s social media or on CatholicTV.�

No matter what option a parish chooses, the pastor 

must be able to ensure that the size of the               

congregation in the church is not more than 40% of 

capacity and not more than the church can fit with  

social distancing maintained. �

Every parish is encouraged to continue the 

streaming of their Masses, in order to maintain a 

relationship with those who are not yet ready to 

return to Mass.�

The saint Joseph Sunday Mass is live streamed at 

9:30 AM Sunday morning.�

 �

You may access the live 

webcast through the Parish 

YouTube channel which is 

available on the Saint Joseph 

Website Homepage, 

www.stjosephparishneedham.com �

or at the fallowing link,                                    

.https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCyFyb6SONhtavIVPT9nmJg �

 

Pray the rosary and/or read from Scripture.� Watch 

Catholic TV  as they broadcast the Mass daily and 

have wonderful family programming.�

We pray for the health and well�being of everyone.�

781�449�3744�

�

The Holy Father’s    

Intention for          

MAY 2020�

�

�

For Deacons�

�

We pray that deacons, faithful in their service 

to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorat-

ing symbol for the entire Church.�



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND NEWS  

�

�

Needham Knights of Columbus�

Father Daniel J. Kennedy Council �

�

�

�

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND PROGRAM 

�

Not since The Great Depression has hunger been a 

more threatening issue in our community and in our 

country.� With millions of our friends and neighbors 

having lost their jobs, food pantries are being        

overwhelmed by the need.� The Needham Knights of 

Columbus Fr. Daniel J. Kennedy Council is rising to 

this heartbreaking challenge.� We are encouraging our 

friends and neighbors to write a check in an amount 

you can afford to The Needham Knights of Colum-

bus and mail it to:�

Needham Knights  of Columbus Council 1611        

1211 Highland Ave.,                                              

Needham, MA �02492.� �

We will collect these contributions for as long as the 

overwhelming need exists, and deliver these weekly  

to our local food pantries to be used to fill the shelves 

and help our local families until our world begins to 

heal, and things return to normal.� To learn more about 

this effort, please visit www.needhamkofc.org� ��

�

Please pray for our neighbors and our world. ��

�

�

�

�

�

In order to enhance our communication with our Parish-

ioners during this difficult time, St. Joseph’s has imple-

mented the Flocknote system to better manage email 

and text messages to parishioners. For those who 

registered in the parish within the past four years, your 

email has already been added to Flocknote. �

For those whose email we do not have on file, signing 

up is easy to do by clicking the Flocknote Button on the 

parish website home page or by going to the URL: 

https://stjosephparish21.flocknote.com/Parishioners�

Enter your first name (include both first names for     

couples), last name, email and mobile phone number.     

You may unsubscribe from Flocknote at any time.         

Thank you. �

�

… TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTINUED to support our 

parish by depositing or mailing your offertory       

envelopes.  �

Once again, Parishioners who use offertory           

envelopes,  may deposit  them through the mail slot 

in the Rectory door at the May Street side or mail 

them to:�

St. Joseph Parish�

1382  Highland Ave.  Needham, MA 02492.�

As you all know, this is the primary way that we fund 

our  Parish.   �

Thank you for your cooperation and please consider 

signing up for ON�LINE GIVING, as we all deal with 

these extraordinary circumstances.�

�

May God keep you all.  �

Last weekend for Donations�

�

Thank you for your overwhelming support 

for Haiti during Lent. We are blessed with 

many generous parishioners, but these 

are desperate times, and the needs are 

growing everywhere in the wake of the 

Covid 19 pandemic. In Haiti, the border with the      

Dominican Republic is closed, making food shortages 

more acute than ever. The Justice and Peace      

Committee is sponsoring a food drive for Haiti. If you 

can help, please bring your donations to the baskets in 

the Church that we use for our regular food              

collections. Easy to ship items like mac and cheese, 

rice, pasta, and tuna will be particularly helpful but all 

non perishable food items are welcome.�

�

We also don't want to abandon our Needham      

neighbors in this time of need.� The Needham      

Community Council has suspended food collections, 

but not the distribution of food. They are accepting      

monetary donations on their website. Please go to 

needhamcommunitycouncil.org  �

�

If you are fortunate enough to be able to help, you 

are needed more than ever. Thank you for all you 

do.�
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 Louise Condon Realty, Inc.
 “Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

 781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com
 399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492781-444-0121

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net 
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

Travis Jonasson
Parishioner

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

LIGHTING DESIGN CENTER

48 MECHANIC ST., NEWTON UPPER FALLS
(Elliot St. to Mechanic St.)

617.527.2040  www.newtonelectric.com

 Kevin McGuire
 Integrity Computer
 Consultants

www.integritycomputerconsultants.com

Cell: 617.548.7943
kevin@integritycomputerconsultants.com

Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today! 
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343 

 Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
 Real Estate Sales for over 25 years
 Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
 Louise Condon Realty  |  399 Chestnut St., Needham

Steven Conroy - Owner 
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts  
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts  

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture 

Appliances •Televisions 
Yard Waste • Construction Debris 

Demolition 

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

This Space 
is Available

Sam Nickles - Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community

Does My Living Trust or Estate Plan Need to be Fixed?
Estate Planning & Asset Protection Law Center of 

DENNIS SULLIVAN & ASSOCIATES
People and families we help have peace of mind knowing we monitor 
their plan throughout the years. We have been providing the “Lifetime 
& Legacy Protection Program” for many clients for more than a decade. 
Our unique “19 Point Trust, Estate and Asset Protection Review” allows 
us to discover whether you are protected or not. 86% of Trust & Estate 
Plans are out of date. Our program gives continual guidance and 
protection for families for generations.

We are a proud member of The Wealth Counsel, Elder Counsel, The 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the MA society of CPAs. 
We deliver peace of mind for a lifetime and beyond.

ATTENTION:  If your Living Trust or Estate Plan is 3+ years old it may be outdated! 
Contact us to discover how to receive a personalized discovery & counseling review session (normally $975)

CALL (781) 237-2815 OR VISIT DSULLIVAN.COM

Dennis B. Sullivan III, Esq, CPA, LLM, MS Mgt MIT
Needham Rockets

Varsity Co-Captain 1973
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PAVING
EXCAVATION

UTILITY
SEPTIC

PRESBY CERTIFICATE

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7
Office (617) 361-2985
www.mustoconstruction.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed 

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS

DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

• Boilers • Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More

mcdonnellplumbing.com
Frank McDonnell

(781) 444-7045

ROOF I N G

781-444-7577
ConnellRoofing.com

Laura S. DeMaio
CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009

237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

NED 
MAHONEY

617.799.0566
“ A place to find your community”

MyTownMA.com

KELLERWILLIAMS®

GeorGe F. Doherty Funeral homes
- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 -

   www.gfdoherty.comP.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins 
Funeral Home

West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

Fine Finished Carpentry, 
Additions & New Homes.

857-204-4537
www.mcclaycarpentry.com

CALL 781-449-4486 TO VISIT OUR
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM TODAY!

INFANTS • TODDLERS • PRESCHOOL I
PRESCHOOL II • KINDERGARTEN • AFTERSCHOOL

Open 5 days per week; 7:30-6. Rolling Admissions. 
2-day minimum for most programs

9:00-3:00 preschool option. Openings available.

858 Great Plain Ave. & 23 Dedham Ave, Needham
www.needhamchildrenscenter.com

Chestnut
Children’s Center

Lauren Petrini Hentschel
Executive Director

Full Day Programs
• Infant
• Toddler
• Preschool
• Pre-K
• Kindergarten
Half-Day Nursery School
Children Ages 2 and Older
Follows Needham Public School Calendar

781-455-7144
167 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA
www.chestnutchildrenscenter.com

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

CommerCial & residential

master liCense #13118

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net

NEEDHAM, MA

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

Steve Oakes  ~  Ed Timmerman
(617) 332-1840  www.johntburns.com

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS

& DOORS

Free
Estimates

781-329-2895
www.brownbrosroofing.net

DAVIS 
MONUMENTS

617-524-4300
Appointments at your home,

cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com 

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173
cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

Alan P. Royer       Free Estimates

ROYER TREE 
SERVICE, INC.

• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal 
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured   781-329-8494

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

Spring Clean Ups  • Shrub Pruning & Removal • Weekly Cutting 
Fertilization Programs • Bark Mulch Delivered &Installed • Snowplowing

Scheduling Full 
Service Clients for 

2020 Season

Servicing  
Needham for  
over 25 Years



SAINT JOSEPH PARISH -  NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 

�

Parish S

Rosanne Business �

Mario A. Clavell, Jr. , Administrative Assistant�

�

�

Religious 

Melissa Harrigan, Director (K�6)�

Michael sc l  (7�11) �

Debbie Coyle,  ( �11)�

�

�

Parish Staff

Development Office�

Mary Beth Cox, Director

�

Music i is y�

John Cice, �

Adult & oi �

Daryl Bichel, 

�

�

SCHEDULE  

Choir�

The Children/Family Choir rehearses at 8:45 am, just prior to singing at the 9:30 am �

Sunday Mass.�

The Adult Choir rehearses from 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Tuesdays and sings at the Sunday 

Mass.�

Eucharistic �

Adoration�

Adoration is every Friday following the 9 am Mass. Adoration ends with Benediction at 5 pm.�

Please call Michelle Ardini at 781�449�6048 for more information.�

Justice�

& Peace�

Justice & Peace supports social outreach to inner�city schools, parishes, and shelters. 

Yearly projects include the Lenten Haitian Mission and the Jesse Tree.   For additional   

information, please contact Ellen Benoit at 781�444�1654 or ebenoit73@verizon.net.�

Novena� The Miraculous Medal Novena is prayed Monday evenings at 7 pm in the lower church.�

Rosary �

The rosary is recited daily after 9 am Mass and also at 9 am every Sunday to pray for a   

respect for life from conception until natural death.�

Wings�

Wings is a faith�enrichment group for women. It consists of three 6�week sessions in the 

fall, the winter, and the spring. The sessions are held on Wednesdays from 9:45 am to 

11:30 am in the Linse Room. Please contact Sarah McElroy at 781�449�1928 or 

smc1021@aol.com.�

SA A

BAPTISM:�

To request the Sacrament of Baptism for your child please fill out the form found on the parish 

website at: http://www.stjosephparishneedham.com/baptism or If you don't have online access 

or have a question, please contact the Rectory at 781�444�0245. �

�

(Confession) 

 3 pm to 4 pm in the Penance Room in the lowe  c c or by appointment.

�

Contact   one  of  the  parish   to schedule  a  date.  A of   least six 

months must  be  allowed  between  initial  contact  and  the  date  set.  Couples  are  

  attend   this e.�


