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SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

St. Joseph’s Character�

Msgr. Charles Pope �

There is very little other than Scripture. There are some scurrilous stories in 

apocryphal writings involving the Infancy Narratives, but they are not Scripture 

and have been rejected by tradition as unworthy of our attention.�

Though we know so little of Joseph in Scripture, he seems to have been the 

strong, silent type. Not a word of his is recorded. But his actions have much to 

say, especially to men. Let’s consider a few examples of his active virtue.�

He was a man who obeyed God and clung to his wife. At a certain point,�it was 

discovered that Mary was pregnant, though not by Joseph. Scripture�says that 

Joseph was a “just man.” This does not mean that Joseph was a fair and nice 

guy (though I presume he was). What it means was that�he was a follower of 

the Law. The Law said that if a man discovered that a woman to whom he was 

betrothed�was not a virgin, he should divorce her and not “sully” his home.  

Joseph, as a just man � that is, a follower of the Law � was prepared to follow its requirements. To fail to divorce 

Mary would expose Joseph to cultural ramifications. But Joseph is told in a dream not to fear, that Mary has       

committed no sin.�The Gospel of Matthew records: “When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had    

commanded him and took his wife into his home” (1:24).�So, here is a man who obeys God even if it is not popular, 

even if he may suffer for it. Here is a man who agrees�to cling to his wife, for better or worse, richer or poorer, in 

sickness or health. This is what a man is to do.�

Joseph was a man whose vocation is more important than his career. In Bethlehem, Joseph is warned by an       

angel�in a dream: “Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to 

search for the child to destroy him”�(Mt 2:13). Joseph may well have had much to lose in this flight. Back in Nazareth 

he had a business, a career if you will. He had business prospects, business partners and contacts. Fleeing to a 

distant land might mean others would�take his business, etc. But Joseph was a father and husband before he was a 

businessman. His vocation outweighed his career.�

Joseph was a man of work. Scripture speaks of Joseph as a “carpenter” (Mt 13:55). The Greek word however is  

tektonos, which can mean more than a worker in wood. It can also refer to a builder or any craftsman. It was through 

his work that Joseph supported his family. It is the call of a man to work diligently and to responsibly, reliably provide 

for his family. Joseph models this essential aspect of manhood.�St. Paul, in his Second Letter to the Thessalonians, 

felt it necessary to rebuke some�of the men of his day for their idleness and concludes, “Such people we instruct 

and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat their own food”�(3:12).�

Rev. Msgr. Charles E. Pope is a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington, D.C.�

� � �

� � �

� � �

       We wish a very happy Father’s Day to all 

the dads here at our parish and to all who fulfill 

a paternal role in our lives. We also remember 

all our fathers and grandfathers who have gone 

before us into eternal life.  

               Father Peter 

Father Peter, Deacon Bob, and the Staff of Saint Joseph 

Parish, wish all a  Happy Father’s Day !    �
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Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time, Cycle A�

Sunday, June 21, 2020�

Gospel Reading�

Matthew 10:26�33�

Jesus assures the Twelve that God cares about them.�

Background on the Gospel Reading�

We read today’s Gospel in the context of last week’s Gospel in which Jesus sent the twelve disciples to proclaim the 

kingdom of heaven. In between last week’s reading and today’s reading, Jesus has predicted that the disciples will 

face difficulties in their mission. Many people will not receive them well, even within the land of Israel. Even family 

members will turn away from the disciples because of the disciples’ commitment to Jesus and the kingdom. Today’s 

Gospel offers the disciples consolation against this difficult truth.�

This section of Matthew’s Gospel should be read in the context of Matthew’s intended audience, a Jewish�Christian 

community. The Gospel alludes to the dangers and persecutions that this community has most likely already faced 

and will continue to face. To reassure this community, Matthew recalls for them the encouraging words of Jesus that 

we read today.�

In this Gospel passage, Jesus might be understood as putting suffering in perspective. The disciples of Jesus are 

called upon to keep their focus on God. Those who can harm the body do not have ultimate power; God does. Still 

persecution and suffering can not be avoided or prevented. But Jesus reassures his disciples that God knows and 

cares about what happens to his children.�

We might not face the same type of persecution, but we do experience difficulties as we endeavor to live a Christian 

life. Sometimes we let the opinions of others prevent us from doing what we know to be right. We need the reminder 

that what God thinks about us is more important. We are reassured by the promise that God cares for us and       

protects us.�

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation continues....�

The Saturday 4:00 PM Vigil Mass is live streamed on the parish YouTube channel. The 

Mass  will also be available for viewing at any time through the parish website               

homepage, www.stjosephparishneedham.com , YouTube channel�or Facebook page.��

Temporary Mass Schedule �

�

Saturday Vigil      4:00 pm�

�

Sunday       �9:00 am (Family Mass) �

                    �11:00 am (Solemn Mass) �

 �

Daily Masse   6:50 am (Monday through Friday)�

�    8:30 am (Saturday)�

�

Temporary Church Prayer Hours�

Lower  Church�

�

MON � FRI   6 AM TO 6 PM�

SAT � SUN   9 AM TO 5 PM�

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation �

By appointment only.�
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�

June 9, 2020 � Legislative alert: Physician Assisted Suicide�

�

Last week, the Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS) bills were reported “favorably” 

by the Joint Committee on Public Health. This is the first time the bills have re-

ceived a favorable recommendation from a committee. The two bills were also 

amended slightly and merged into one bill (S2745, “An Act relative to end of life 

options”). It has now been assigned to the Health Care Finance Committee for  

its review.�

If passed by the full legislature and signed into law by the Governor, physician 

assisted suicide would become law in the Commonwealth.�

In addition to the Catholic Church’s teaching that life begins at conception and ends naturally, the following flaws 

remain in the bill:�

��

1.� The six month or less to live prognosis is often wrong. Many patients live for many more months or years after   

the prognosis.�

2.� The frail, elderly or disabled may feel pressured to partake in PAS.�

3.� There is no requirement that a doctor, nurse, family member or any other witness be present at the time the 

drugs are taken. What happens if something goes wrong?�

4.� These deadly drugs are picked up at the local pharmacy.�

5.� There are no safeguards in place to prevent access to the drugs once the prescription is filled. If a patient    

decides not to go forward with PAS or delays the decision or changes his mind completely, deadly drugs may  

remain in the household and available for misuse by anyone with access.�

6.� A family member who may benefit financially from the death of a relative may exert undue influence on the  

patient considering PAS.�

7.� A patient may consider PAS because he or she does not want to be a “burden” to the family. This is             

particularly true for the disability community.�

Call or email your state senator and state representative. You can find their contact information by clicking 

the link here:�https://malegislature.gov/StateHouse/Contact�

The text of the bill (S2745) can be found here:��https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2745�

We must do what we can to prevent it from going any further than the committee level. Efforts by the MCC 

and  other like minded groups and individuals to defeat these bills are ongoing. You can also help by    

letting your senator and representative know where you stand on this issue.�

�

Needham Knights of Columbus�

Father Daniel J. Kennedy Council �

�

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND PROGRAM 

�

As you all know, many of our friends and neighbors have lost their jobs. Consequently,  food pantries are           

experiencing an overwhelming demand, and are being confronted with new restrictions on how they operate. The    

Needham Knights of Columbus is asking our friends and neighbors for a donation.  Please  write a check to The 

Needham Knights of Columbus and mail it to:�

Needham Knights of Columbus, Council 1611 �

1211 Highland Ave.�

Needham, MA �02492.� �

These contributions will be collected for as long as this overwhelming need continues. The funds will be delivered 

weekly  to our local food pantries to be used to fill the shelves and help our families. To learn more about this effort, 

please visit www.needhamkofc.org� ��

�

Please pray for our neighbors and our world. ��



�

… TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTINUED to support our 

parish by depositing or mailing your offertory       

envelopes.  �

Once again, Parishioners who use offertory           

envelopes,  may deposit  them through the mail 

slot in the Rectory door at the May Street side or 

mail them to:�

St. Joseph Parish�

1382  Highland Ave.  Needham, MA 02492.�

As you all know, this is the primary way that we 

fund our  Parish.   �

Thank you for your cooperation and please consid-

er signing up for ON�LINE GIVING, as we all deal 

with these extraordinary circumstances.�

�

May God keep you all.  �

Saturday, June 20�

8:30� Special Intention�

4:00� Dorothy Dercole�Memorial �

Sunday, June 21�

9:00� Adrienne Garrido� Memorial �

11:00� The People of Saint Joseph�

Monday , June 22�

6:50� Aldona Svelnis� Memorial�

Tuesday, June 23�

6:50� Marion and Patrick Ryan� Memorial �

Wednesday, June 24�

6:50� John and Florence Ryan� Memorial�

Thursday, June 25�

6:50� Dennis J. Flaherty� Memorial �

Friday, June 26�

6:50� Mary Ellen  Dowd� Memorial �

Saturday, June 27�

8:30� Susan Driscoll� Memorial �

4:00� Robert Briggs �Memorial �

Sunday, June  28�

9:00� Nancy Steinkrauss� Memorial �

11:00� Ann Naughton� Third Anniversary�

Rose for Life�

Each week roses are placed beside the 

tabernacles as reminders to pray for the 

unborn.  �

This week June 21 roses are donated In 

Memory of Bernadette and Nicholas Perrotti, 

and by Paul White, the Quinlan Family, and the 

Purcell Family�

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com�

 

Pray the rosary and/or read from Scripture.� Watch 

Catholic TV  as they broadcast the Mass daily and 

have wonderful family programming.�

We pray for the health and well�being of everyone.�

781�449�3744�

�

The Holy Father’s    

Intention for          

June 2020�

�

Evangelization��

�

The�Way�of�the�Heart� �

�

We�pray�that�all�those�who�suffer�may�find�their 

way�of�life,�allowing�themselves�to�be�touched�

by�the�Heart�of�Jesus.�� �

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  �

CONTACT INFORMATION�

Parish  Office………….. 781�444�0245�

…………………………… Fax: 781�444�7713�

Mailing A ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e�

…………………………...  Needham, MA 02492�

�

Parish Website�www.stjosephparishneedham.com�

Religious 781�449�3744�

Schools…………………...….. 781�444�4459�

Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com�

………. 781�444�4459 X114�
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Continuation��

“And after 50 years he went to his first holy confession, 

the first Holy Communion. And indeed he radically 

changed his life, his attitude to God, he became a very 

ardent believer.”�

Ziombra said that he has documented other similar 

“sudden conversions” in the lives of people who prayed at 

Legnica, and would pass this information along to the 

Vatican.�

He noted that his own vocation as a priest has been 

deeply touched by this unexpected event that occurred 

within his parish.��

“A dying heart was found in the consecrated Host ... 

[This] undoubtedly emphasizes the character of the sacri-

fice of Jesus,” he said.�

“The fact that the Lord Jesus gave his life for me … His 

suffering, which in turn calls me, as a Catholic, to make 

my life a sacrifice, so that my priesthood be truly incorpo-

rated to this sacrifice, with total dedication … all those 

aspects connected with a serious attitude to my voca-

tion,” Ziombra said.�

Rome Newsroom, Jun 11, 2020 / 10:30 am MT (CNA).� �

As the Vatican continues to evaluate a reported Eucharis-

tic miracle in Poland, the priest of the parish where it oc-

curred says that the extraordinary event has led to conver-

sions.��

Fr. Andrzej Ziombra is parish priest of St. Hyacinth in Leg-

nica, Poland, where a consecrated Host was reportedly 

found to contain a fragment of a heart muscle.�

On Christmas Day 2013, a consecrated Host fell to the 

floor. It was picked up and placed in a container with wa-

ter, in accordance with Church procedures. Soon after, red 

stains appeared on the host, according to Ziombra.�

The local bishop at the time, Bishop Stefan Cichy, commis-

sioned a scientific study of the Host. In February 2014, a 

small fragment was placed on a corporal and underwent 

forensic testing by two university medical departments.�

“In a detailed, histopathological research, under a micro-

scope, a fragment of the heart muscle in agony was 

found,” Ziombra told EWTN News.�

“A fragment of the DNA sequence was found, but to tell 

whose DNA it could be, it still needs further research,” the 

Polish priest explained.�

The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith ap-

proved veneration of the Host in Legnica in 2016. But the 

Church continues to monitor studies and examine whether 

the alleged miracle will bear spiritual fruit.�

“My task is to gather information about miraculous heal-

ings, conversions or issues related to the pilgrimage move-

ment, and it is already visible that there are miraculous 

conversions, there are miraculous healings, there is also a 

large pilgrimage movement,” Ziombra said.�

“All this documentation is to be presented to the Holy See 

again later, which will contribute to the final statement on 

… the whole event in Legnica,” he said.�

The parish priest has been surprised at the number of peo-

ple who have already come to his town in southwest Po-

land, near the German and Czech borders, to venerate the 

host, which is displayed in a reliquary in St. Hyacinth’s.��

“People from all over the world are making their pilgrimage 

to Legnica,” he said before the coronavirus pandemic im-

peded travel. “For me, [it] was a kind of an absolute sur-

prise, because, for example, there were pilgrimages from 

countries in far Asia, or even from North America, from 

such countries that people had to travel many thousands 

[of] kilometers to this place.”�

“All this is also a signal for me, a confirmation that God 

sent this impulse to the whole world, so that the whole 

world would meditate [on] the Eucharistic miracle in Legni-

ca and ask: ‘what is God going to tell me through this 

sign?’” he said.�

However, for Ziombra, one of the most touching conver-

sions came from close to home. There was a man in his 

community who he said had been “hostile to the Church all 

of his life, and even fought against it.”�

“In an unexplained, extraordinary way, he was converted 

… I mean God converted him, that for a few days he did 

not know what was happening to him at all. He did not un-

derstand his inner state,” Ziombra said.�

                            �

�

�

�

CONGRATULATIONS!�

�

Given the extraordinary circumstances that all College/

School Graduates had to endure.., let us ask the Holy 

Spirit to act upon all,  so that through their various cho-

sen endeavors they may pursue, continue, and grow in 

their Catholic faith.�

2020 Off to the Races 

Virtual Auction � 

Thank You!�

�

Our sincere gratitude to all who 

supported our on line virtual 

school auction on June 5, 

2020.� It was a wonderful    

evening enjoyed by our school community, parents,  

faculty, alumni, past parents, and friends of Saint       

Joseph School.� We enjoyed celebrating and honoring 

Susan Horne, auction honoree, for all that she has done 

for our school and parish.� Your support was                

appreciated and together we raised over $70,000 for  

our school.� �

�

Thanks to you all, the event was a resounding      

success!�
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 Louise Condon Realty, Inc.
 “Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

 781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com
 399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492781-444-0121

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net 
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

Travis Jonasson
Parishioner

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

LIGHTING DESIGN CENTER

48 MECHANIC ST., NEWTON UPPER FALLS
(Elliot St. to Mechanic St.)

617.527.2040  www.newtonelectric.com

 Kevin McGuire
 Integrity Computer
 Consultants

www.integritycomputerconsultants.com

Cell: 617.548.7943
kevin@integritycomputerconsultants.com

Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today! 
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343 

 Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
 Real Estate Sales for over 25 years
 Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
 Louise Condon Realty  |  399 Chestnut St., Needham

Steven Conroy - Owner 
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts  
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts  

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture 

Appliances •Televisions 
Yard Waste • Construction Debris 

Demolition 

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

This Space 
is Available

Sam Nickles - Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community

Does My Living Trust or Estate Plan Need to be Fixed?
Estate Planning & Asset Protection Law Center of 

DENNIS SULLIVAN & ASSOCIATES
People and families we help have peace of mind knowing we monitor 
their plan throughout the years. We have been providing the “Lifetime 
& Legacy Protection Program” for many clients for more than a decade. 
Our unique “19 Point Trust, Estate and Asset Protection Review” allows 
us to discover whether you are protected or not. 86% of Trust & Estate 
Plans are out of date. Our program gives continual guidance and 
protection for families for generations.

We are a proud member of The Wealth Counsel, Elder Counsel, The 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the MA society of CPAs. 
We deliver peace of mind for a lifetime and beyond.

ATTENTION:  If your Living Trust or Estate Plan is 3+ years old it may be outdated! 
Contact us to discover how to receive a personalized discovery & counseling review session (normally $975)

CALL (781) 237-2815 OR VISIT DSULLIVAN.COM

Dennis B. Sullivan III, Esq, CPA, LLM, MS Mgt MIT
Needham Rockets

Varsity Co-Captain 1973
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PAVING
EXCAVATION

UTILITY
SEPTIC

PRESBY CERTIFICATE

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7
Office (617) 361-2985
www.mustoconstruction.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed 

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS

DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

• Boilers • Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More

mcdonnellplumbing.com
Frank McDonnell

(781) 444-7045

ROOF I N G

781-444-7577
ConnellRoofing.com

Laura S. DeMaio
CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009

237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

NED 
MAHONEY

617.799.0566
“ A place to find your community”

MyTownMA.com

KELLERWILLIAMS®

GeorGe F. Doherty Funeral homes
- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 -

   www.gfdoherty.comP.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins 
Funeral Home

West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

Fine Finished Carpentry, 
Additions & New Homes.

857-204-4537
www.mcclaycarpentry.com

CALL 781-449-4486 TO VISIT OUR
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM TODAY!

INFANTS • TODDLERS • PRESCHOOL I
PRESCHOOL II • KINDERGARTEN • AFTERSCHOOL

Open 5 days per week; 7:30-6. Rolling Admissions. 
2-day minimum for most programs

9:00-3:00 preschool option. Openings available.

858 Great Plain Ave. & 23 Dedham Ave, Needham
www.needhamchildrenscenter.com

Chestnut
Children’s Center

Lauren Petrini Hentschel
Executive Director

Full Day Programs
• Infant
• Toddler
• Preschool
• Pre-K
• Kindergarten
Half-Day Nursery School
Children Ages 2 and Older
Follows Needham Public School Calendar

781-455-7144
167 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA
www.chestnutchildrenscenter.com

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

CommerCial & residential

master liCense #13118

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net

NEEDHAM, MA

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

Steve Oakes  ~  Ed Timmerman
(617) 332-1840  www.johntburns.com

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS

& DOORS

Free
Estimates

781-329-2895
www.brownbrosroofing.net

DAVIS 
MONUMENTS

617-524-4300
Appointments at your home,

cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com 

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173
cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

Alan P. Royer       Free Estimates

ROYER TREE 
SERVICE, INC.

• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal 
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured   781-329-8494

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

Spring Clean Ups  • Shrub Pruning & Removal • Weekly Cutting 
Fertilization Programs • Bark Mulch Delivered &Installed • Snowplowing

Scheduling Full 
Service Clients for 

2020 Season

Servicing  
Needham for  
over 25 Years


