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Fourteenth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time, 

Cycle A�

Sunday, July 5, 2020�

Gospel Reading�

Matthew 11:25�30�

Jesus prays in thanks to God, who has revealed 

himself to the lowly.�

Background on the Gospel Reading�

�

Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel comes after a 

discourse in which Jesus reproaches people who have 

witnessed his mighty deeds yet still lack belief. In this 

context, today’s Gospel explains the reason for this 

unbelief and reveals what is necessary for faith.      

Today’s Gospel also continues to enhance our        

understanding of discipleship as last week’s Gospel 

did.�

Jesus first prays in thanksgiving to God who has made 

himself known to Jesus’ disciples. He praises God 

who has made himself known to the “little ones” and 

not to the wise and learned. As in other recent      

readings from Matthew’s Gospel, a contrast is made 

here between the unbelieving Pharisees, who are wise 

and learned, and the faithful   disciples, tax collectors, 

and sinners with whom Jesus keeps company.�

The second part of this reading calls to our attention 

the unity between the Father and the Son. God has 

made   himself known through Jesus, and in knowing 

Jesus, we come to know the Father. In Jesus’ life and 

in his person, God reveals himself to us.�

In the concluding sentences of today’s Gospel, Jesus’ 

teaching is again contrasted to the teaching of the 

Pharisees. This common theme of Matthew’s Gospel 

probably reflects tension that existed between Jesus 

and the Pharisees and between the Pharisees and the 

community of Christians for whom Matthew wrote. 

Pharisaic Judaism became the predominant form of 

Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in         

Jerusalem about 70 A.D. Here that tension is          

expressed as alternative paths of holiness. The careful 

observance of the Mosaic law taught by the Pharisees 

could be experienced by some as difficult and burden-

some. In contrast, Jesus’ way of holiness is presented 

as uncomplicated and even restful.�

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

Fifteenth Sunday 

in Ordinary Time, 

Cycle A�

Sunday, July 12, 2020�

Gospel Reading�

Matthew 13:1�23 (shorter form: Matthew 13:1�9)�

Jesus teaches that the kingdom of heaven is like 

seed that has been sown on good soil.�

Background on the Gospel Reading�

�

Today’s Gospel marks the beginning of the third long 

discourse given by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. 

Over the next few weeks, the Gospel readings will 

consist of the entire 13th Chapter of Matthew’s      

Gospel, a lengthy teaching discourse.�

Throughout this discourse, Jesus will offer several  

parables to illustrate for his listeners what he means 

by the kingdom of heaven. He begins with the parable 

of the sower, which appears rather  straightforward�

of course seeds grow best in good soil. Seeds that 

miss the soil, are sown on rocky ground, or are sown 

among other plants will not grow. The surprise in the 

parable is the enormous yield of the seed that is sown 

on good soil.�

Jesus then explains his use of parables. Jesus seems 

to suggest that he uses parables to teach because the  

meanings of parables are not self�evident. The hearer 

must engage in some degree of reflection in order to        

comprehend the message of a parable. In this way, 

the medium�the parable�models the point of the 

parable of the sower. Those who are willing to        

engage themselves in the effort to understand will be 

rewarded by the discovery of the message and will 

bear fruit.�

To bring home the point, Jesus interprets the parable 

of the sower to his disciples. The different types of soil 

in which the seeds are sown are metaphors for the 

disposition with which each individual hears the  

teaching about the kingdom of heaven. Some will be 

easily swayed away from the kingdom of heaven. 

Some will receive it for a time but will lose it when 

faced with  difficulties. Some will hear the word but  

will then permit other cares to choke it out. Yet some 

will receive it well, and the seed 

will produce abundant fruit.�

�

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation continues....�

The Saturday 4:00 PM Vigil Mass is live streamed on the parish YouTube channel.    

The Mass  will also be available for viewing at any time through the parish website               

homepage, www.stjosephparishneedham.com , YouTube channel�or Facebook page.��



SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

Temporary Mass Schedule �

Upper Church�

�

Saturday Vigil      4:00 pm�

�

Sunday       �9:00 am �

                    �11:00 am �

 �

Daily Masse   6:50 am (Monday to Friday)�

�    8:30 am (Saturday)�

Temporary Church Prayer Hours�

Lower  Church�

�

MON � FRI   6 AM TO 6 PM�

SAT � SUN   9 AM TO 5 PM�

Sacrament of Reconciliation �

By appointment only.�

Rome Newsroom, Jun 26, 2020 / 08:30 am MT (CNA).� Scientists confirmed this month that a 

crucifix in the Italian city of Lucca is the oldest wooden statue in Europe.�

A radiocarbon dating study conducted by the National Institute for Nuclear Physics in Florence 

dated the 8�foot wooden crucifix to between 770 to 880 AD.��

The study was commissioned by the Cathedral of Lucca to coincide with the 950�year anniversary of the cathedral’s  

consecration, which took place in the late 12th century.��

�

Devotion to the crucifix, known as the “Holy Face of Lucca,” spread throughout Europe in the Middle Ages, as pilgrims 

stopped in the walled Tuscan city on their way along the Via Francigena pilgrimage route from Canterbury to Rome.�

Dante mentions the Holy Face of Lucca in his “Inferno,” and English King William II took a solemn vow in the name of 

the Holy Face in 1087.�

The scientific study confirmed the local Catholic tradition based on a historical document stating that the crucifix arrived 

in Lucca in the late 8th century, according to the Archdiocese of Lucca. However, it does not lend evidence to the      

legend that it was carved from life by Nicodemus, a contemporary of Christ.�

“For centuries much has been written of the Holy Face, but always in terms of faith and piety,”��

Annamaria Giusti, scientific consultant for the Lucca Cathedral, said in a statement issued by the �Italian National       

Institute for Nuclear Physics.�

“Only in the 20th century did a large critical debate begin around its dating and style. The prevailing opinion was that it 

was a work to be dated in the second half of the 12th century. Finally the assessment of this antique has closed this   

age�old controversial problem,” Giusti said.��

“We can now consider [it] the oldest wooden statue in the West that has been passed down to us.”�

In the carbon�14 study, three samples of the wood were taken from different parts of the crucifix and one of the linen  

fabric to be evaluated. Each piece dated to between the last decades of the eighth century and beginning of the ninth 

century.��

�

Archbishop Paolo Giulietti of Lucca hailed the study’s results as a timely “message of salvation that comes from Jesus  

of Nazareth, crucified for love and risen in the power of God.”�

“The Holy Face is not only one of the many crucifixes within our Italy and our Europe,” he said. “It is … a 'living 

memory' of the crucified and risen Christ.”�

“It is a memorial that has its origins in antiquity, as today's announcement confirms for us, and that has left indelible  

traces in the culture, spirituality of Lucca and the entire continent.”�

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Cathedral of Lucca has postponed planned events celebrating its 950 year anni-

versary to the fall. It is unclear whether the city’s annual September 13 candlelight procession honoring the Holy Face 

will take place this year as many similar processions in Italy have been cancelled.�

The at least 1,140�year�old crucifix can be viewed inside of the Lucca Cathedral of St. Martin.��

� � � � � � � By Courtney Mares�



Baptisms�

�

Please note that due to the COVID�19 pandemic, a 

new schedule and guidelines have been developed 

for�Baptisms at St. Joseph Parish.�Baptisms can only 

be administered to one child within a given date and 

time slot. Extended family and friends may attend up 

to the 40% seating capacity of the Church. Masks are 

to be worn in the Church and social distancing guide-

lines require members of different households to sit in 

different pews. To better accommodate families,   

Baptisms will be offered on two Saturdays in the 

months of June, July, and August, with two time 

slots each day, one at�Noon and the other at�1:30 

PM.�Baptisms from September through December 

are scheduled on one Saturday each month with 

two offerings at Noon and 1:30 PM each day. More 

dates will be made available as needed.���

Instruction for parents and godparents is normally held 

on the preceding Thursday evening at 7:30 PM in the 

Church. For the time being, the instruction will be 

conducted virtually using a collaboration platform 

such as ZOOM.�

Click to access the form and kindly fill out the              

information,�select your desired date and time slot, 

and�submit your request. Call the parish office at          

781�444�0245 with any questions. Thank you.��

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

 

Pray the rosary and/or read from Scripture.� Watch 

Catholic TV  as they broadcast the Mass daily and 

have wonderful family programming.�

We pray for the health and well�being of everyone.�

781�449�3744�

        The month of JULY is dedicated to                                   

�         � The Precious Blood of Jesus�

�

The Holy Father’s    

Intention for          

July 2020�

�

�

�

Our Families�

�

We pray that today's families may be�

accompanied with love, respect and guidance.�

Have you ever considered Catholic 

Education for your child?  

 

St. Joseph School (Pre�K � Gr. 8)  

also Offering Full Day Preschool 

for 3 year�olds !�

Visit our 

website� www.saintjoes.com�or call 

781�449�0133�to register for a tour, 

meet the principal, and learn why our 

�      students are thriving!�

 We are eager and happy to talk with you about your 

application options and answer any questions you 

may have.� We are currently still accepting Preschool 

� Grade 8 applications for the 2020�2021 academic 

year.� �

�

Please contact Lauren Solomon, Principal, at 

lsolomon@saintjoes.com.�

You may follow us on social media to learn more 

about our current virtual learning experience for our 

students.�

Instagram: @sjes_needham ��

Facebook: St. Joseph Elementary School�

Homily Podcasts Available �

�

You can listen to homilies from liturgies 

at St. Joseph Parish by clicking "Homilies" under the 

Links section of the homepage or 

www.stjosephparishneedham.com/homilies �



Saturday, July 4�

8:30� For our country �

4:00� Lillian E. Courtney                                                                                                          

Sunday, July  5�

9:00� Frederick Walsh                                                                                                              

11:00� The People of Saint Joseph Parish �

Monday , July 6�

6:50� Grace Macrina�  Memorial �

Tuesday, July 7�

6:50� Poor Suffering Souls in Purgatory �

Wednesday, July 8�

6:50� Marjorie Baldwin� Memorial �

Thursday, July  9�

6:50� Richard Baydin� Memorial �

Friday, July 10�

6:50� Leo W.  Donovan� Memorial �

Saturday, July 11�

8:30� John and Florence Ryan� Memorial �

4:00� Ray Keyes� Memorial �

Sunday, July  12�

9:00� The People of Saint Joseph Parish �

11:00� Adrienne Garrido� Memorial �

Monday , Monday , July 13�

6:50� Teresa Srubarczyk� Memorial �

Tuesday, Tuesday, July 14�

6:50� Spiritual Needs of the Dying �

Wednes- Wednesday, July 15�

6:50� Ann Marie McCann�  Memorial �

Thurs- Thursday, July  16�

6:50� Leo Donovan�Memorial�

Friday, Friday, July 17�

6:50� Regina Meagher� Anniversary�

Saturday, Saturday, July 18�

8:30� �

4:00� Emilia Caiazzo� Memorial �

Sunday, Sunday, July  19�

9:00� Kevin and Kitty Maze� Memorial �

11:00� The People of Saint Joseph Parish �

�

… TO ALL WHO CONTINUE to support our parish 

by depositing or mailing your offertory envelopes.  

YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY continue to 

make a difference, especially during these trying 

time.  �

�

May God  Bless and keep you all.  �

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

We’re online !

www.stjosephparishneedham.com�

Parishioners who use 

offertory envelopes,  

may deposit  them 

through the mail slot in 

the Rectory door at the 

May Street side or mail 

them to:�

St. Joseph Parish�

1382  Highland Ave.  Needham, MA 02492.�

As you all know, this is the primary way that we 

fund our  Parish.   �

Rose for Life�

Each week roses are placed beside 

the tabernacles as reminders to pray 

for the unborn.  �

The week of July 5 and 12, roses are donated In 

Memory of Robert Mullen, and Ben Greenberg 

and by Barbara and Jim Tierney, �

The Corcoran, Hannon and Payer Families,  

Bea Thompson, Gary and Rita Bailey Family, 



SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  

�

Needham Knights of Columbus�

Father Daniel J. Kennedy Council �

�

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND PROGRAM 

�

As you all know, many of our friends and neighbors have lost their jobs. Consequently,  food pantries are           

experiencing an overwhelming demand, and are being confronted with new restrictions on how they operate. The    

Needham Knights of Columbus is asking our friends and neighbors for a donation.  Please write a check to The 

Needham Knights of Columbus and mail it to:�

Needham Knights of Columbus, Council 1611 �

1211 Highland Ave.�

Needham, MA �02492.� �

These contributions will be collected for as long as this overwhelming need continues. The funds will be delivered 

weekly  to our local food pantries to be used to fill the shelves and help our families. To learn more about this effort, 

please visit www.needhamkofc.org� ��

�

Please pray for our neighbors and our world. ��

�

�

�

�

�

School is out … which means all 

drivers should use extra caution 

in any areas that children frequent � 

including playgrounds, parks, ball-

fields, beaches, etc.�

�

Beware of children on 

�           bicycles or skates.  �

SAINT JOSEPH PARISH  �

CONTACT INFORMATION�

Parish  Office………….. 781�444�0245�

…………………………… Fax: 781�444�7713�

Mailing A ess……… 1382 Highland Ave e�

…………………………...  Needham, MA 02492�

�

Parish Website�www.stjosephparishneedham.com�

Religious 781�449�3744�

Schools…………………...….. 781�444�4459�

Schools’ Website:………….. www.saintjoes.com�

………. 781�444�4459 X114�
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 Louise Condon Realty, Inc.
 “Needham’s Home Town Brokers” TM

 781-449-6292 • www.condonrealty.com
 399 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA 02492
 info@condonrealty.com

781-444-0121
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Email: chjoncorp@verizon.net 
Carl Jonasson
Parishioner

Travis Jonasson
Parishioner

LIGHTING SHOWROOM
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

LIGHTING DESIGN CENTER

48 MECHANIC ST., NEWTON UPPER FALLS
(Elliot St. to Mechanic St.)

617.527.2040  www.newtonelectric.com

 Kevin McGuire
 Integrity Computer
 Consultants

www.integritycomputerconsultants.com

Cell: 617.548.7943
kevin@integritycomputerconsultants.com

Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today! 
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343 

 Tish Kennedy Dolan, Esq.
 Real Estate Sales for over 25 years
 Parishioner 35+ years & Parent of St. Joseph School Alumni

617-543-8526 | TishKD@condonrealty.com
 Louise Condon Realty  |  399 Chestnut St., Needham

Steven Conroy - Owner 
www.lugaway.com | info@lugaway.com

Home Cleanouts  
Garage Cleanouts
Office Cleanouts  

Storage Unit Cleanouts
Estate Cleanouts • Furniture 

Appliances •Televisions 
Yard Waste • Construction Debris 

Demolition 

Needham’s Best Pizza!
781-449-6303 | nicholaspizzeria.com

33 Chapel St. • Needham

Latino American Fusion
30 Dedham St.-Needham

781-400-2197 | latinakitchenbar.com

This Space 
is Available

Sam Nickles - Owner

339-225-2055
365Lands@gmail.com
Serving the Weston Community

Does My Living Trust or Estate Plan Need to be Fixed?
Estate Planning & Asset Protection Law Center of 

DENNIS SULLIVAN & ASSOCIATES
People and families we help have peace of mind knowing we monitor 
their plan throughout the years. We have been providing the “Lifetime 
& Legacy Protection Program” for many clients for more than a decade. 
Our unique “19 Point Trust, Estate and Asset Protection Review” allows 
us to discover whether you are protected or not. 86% of Trust & Estate 
Plans are out of date. Our program gives continual guidance and 
protection for families for generations.

We are a proud member of The Wealth Counsel, Elder Counsel, The 
National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and the MA society of CPAs. 
We deliver peace of mind for a lifetime and beyond.

ATTENTION:  If your Living Trust or Estate Plan is 3+ years old it may be outdated! 
Contact us to discover how to receive a personalized discovery & counseling review session (normally $975)

CALL (781) 237-2815 OR VISIT DSULLIVAN.COM

Dennis B. Sullivan III, Esq, CPA, LLM, MS Mgt MIT
Needham Rockets

Varsity Co-Captain 1973
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PAVING
EXCAVATION

UTILITY
SEPTIC

PRESBY CERTIFICATE

J & L MUSTO
CONSTRUCTION INC.

24/7
Office (617) 361-2985
www.mustoconstruction.com

Licensed & Fully Insured • All Work Guaranteed 

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
PRIVATE ROADS

DECORATIVE PAVING • FREE ESTIMATES

• Boilers • Water Heaters
• Remodeling • & Much More

mcdonnellplumbing.com
Frank McDonnell

(781) 444-7045

ROOF I N G

781-444-7577
ConnellRoofing.com

Laura S. DeMaio
CPA

781.405.6261
fax 781.453.9009

237 Marked Tree Rd., Needham, MA

NED 
MAHONEY

617.799.0566
“ A place to find your community”

MyTownMA.com

KELLERWILLIAMS®

GeorGe F. Doherty Funeral homes
- Family Owned & Operated Since 1937 -

   www.gfdoherty.comP.E. Murray-F.J. Higgins 
Funeral Home

West Roxbury, MA
(617) 325-2000

Wellesley, MA
(781) 235-4100

Dedham, MA
(781) 326-0500

1305 Highland Ave.
Needham, MA
(781) 444-0687

George F. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty
Edward J. Doherty, Jr.
John P. Doherty

Fine Finished Carpentry, 
Additions & New Homes.

857-204-4537
www.mcclaycarpentry.com

CALL 781-449-4486 TO VISIT OUR
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED PROGRAM TODAY!

INFANTS • TODDLERS • PRESCHOOL I
PRESCHOOL II • KINDERGARTEN • AFTERSCHOOL

Open 5 days per week; 7:30-6. Rolling Admissions. 
2-day minimum for most programs

9:00-3:00 preschool option. Openings available.

858 Great Plain Ave. & 23 Dedham Ave, Needham
www.needhamchildrenscenter.com

Chestnut
Children’s Center

Lauren Petrini Hentschel
Executive Director

Full Day Programs
• Infant
• Toddler
• Preschool
• Pre-K
• Kindergarten
Half-Day Nursery School
Children Ages 2 and Older
Follows Needham Public School Calendar

781-455-7144
167 Chestnut Street • Needham, MA
www.chestnutchildrenscenter.com

MARKO POOLMAN
Plumbing & Heating

CommerCial & residential

master liCense #13118

781-953-5996
lpoolman@comcast.net

NEEDHAM, MA

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

Maura Cutting
Award Winning, Five Star Rated Agent

Thinking of selling or 
buying? Lets talk soon!
781.844.6078

maura.cutting@commonmoves.com
mauracutting.com - check out my blog!

John T. Burns Insurance Agency

Steve Oakes  ~  Ed Timmerman
(617) 332-1840  www.johntburns.com

803 Washington St., Newtonville ~ “Serving the Area for over 100 Years”

Auto ~ Home ~ Business ~ Life

ROOFING • GUTTERS 
CHIMNEYS • WINDOWS

& DOORS

Free
Estimates

781-329-2895
www.brownbrosroofing.net

DAVIS 
MONUMENTS

617-524-4300
Appointments at your home,

cemetery, or Boston Showroom.
Needham-resident owned.

John Tigges: 781-449-0923
www.davismonuments.com 

“The true art of
Italian cuisine.”

781-400-5173
cappellarestaurant.com
45 Chapel St., Needham

Alan P. Royer       Free Estimates

ROYER TREE 
SERVICE, INC.

• Expert Tree Removal & Pruning
• Stump Removal 
• Fast, Efficient Service
Fully Insured   781-329-8494

Celebrating Over 200 Years of Dedicated Service

Spring Clean Ups  • Shrub Pruning & Removal • Weekly Cutting 
Fertilization Programs • Bark Mulch Delivered &Installed • Snowplowing

Scheduling Full 
Service Clients for 

2020 Season

Servicing  
Needham for  
over 25 Years

GREGORY M. TILLEY, CPA
TAX AND ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Halifax 617-750-7250 (C) • Hingham 781-919-9002 (O)
gtilley@gregtilleycpa.com • Parishioner

WWW.GREGTILLEYCPA.COM


