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PARISH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT & MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE PARISH 

January 17, 2021 

2

nd 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish of the Holy Spirit 

St. Bernard Church 

185 Main Street, Keene 

Saturday 8:00AM & 4:00PM 

Sunday    9:30AM, 11:15AM 

Weekdays 8:00AM  (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri)  

Friday  8:00AM & 9:30AM   

Wednesday 5:30PM 

First Friday 5:30PM 

Holy Days: As Announced 

Confession:     Sat: 2:30-3:30PM,  

Rosary:   7:30AM (before Weekday Mass)   

 

First Friday Devotions, 5:30PM at St. Bernard Church, Mass in honor  

of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, from approximately 5:30-6:00 and Eucharistic 

adoration with confessions from 6:00-7:00. 

Parish of the Holy Spirit 

St. Margaret Mary Church 

33 Arch Street, Keene 

Saturday: 4:00PM 

Sunday: 8:00AM 

Confession: Sat: 3:00-3:30PM 

 

Mary Queen of Peace Parish 

St. Joseph Church 

35 Brattleboro Road, Hinsdale 

Sunday:         9:00AM, Rosary at 8:30AM 

Weekdays:    Wednesday 9:00AM 

Holy Days:    As Announced 

Confession:   By appointment  
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MASS INTENTIONS 

PARISH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

St. Bernard Church  

Mon Jan 18 

†8:00 Michael Bush by a friend 

Tues Jan 19 

†8:00 Antoni & Genowefa Piurkowski by Michelle 

 Piurkowski Turner 

Wed Jan 20 

†5:30 Patricia Morgan by Martin & Barbara Mahoney 

Thurs Jan 21 

†8:00 Carol Teitel by Jon & Diane Farina 

Fri Jan 22 

†8:00 Joan Kerrigan 

†9:30 John Ploski by Barbara Brewer 

Sat Jan 23 

†8:00 Joseph Caruso by Barbara Mannion 

†4:00 Dorothea Emery, 109th birthday remembrance by The 

 Family 

Sun Jan 24 

9:30 Pro Populo 

†11:15 Drew Bartley by Theresa Acerno  

St. Margaret Mary Church   

Sat Jan 23 

†4:00 Winnie Morenz by her Family 

Sun Jan 24 

†8:00 Joseph Brooks 

MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE PARISH  

St. Joseph Church    

Sun      Jan 24 

†9:00 Martha Duggan by Catholic Daughters Court #1773 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 

Week of January 17

th

 

 

St. Bernard Church 

Kerry 
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Hello Everyone, 

 

This past Epiphany, I intro-

duced the “Epiphany Bless-

ing” (20+C+M+B+21). For 

those who were not present, 

the numbers refer to the cal-

endar year; the crosses represent Christ; and the initials have a 

two-fold meaning: the names of the Magi (Caspar, Melchior and 

Balthasar) and the abbreviation for the Latin phrase "Christus 

mansionem benedicat" meaning "Christ bless this house". 

 

I preached about how we are, more and more, losing many tra-

ditions in our faith and in our families. There are so many rich 

and beautiful traditions that many Catholics are not even aware 

of. One of these, that I would like to present to you is Candle-

mas Day, or the day for the Blessing of Candles. Candlemas cele-

brates the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. This celebration 

marks the true end of Christmas as Jesus and Mary bring the 

Child Jesus into the Temple 40 days after his birth. Just as Jesus 

is the Light of the World, the Presentation of Christ in the Tem-

ple is a giving of Light to the world. 

 

As Catholics we recognize the grace of blessed objects and sac-

ramental….holy water, crucifixes and blessed oils. One sacra-

mental we don't hear of as often are blessed candles. During 

Christmas time and in John's gospel, we were given the imagery 

of Christ as light in the darkness. Blessed candles very beautifully 

remind us of God's grace in our troubled world. Further, these 

are holy and sacred objects that carry with them the blessing of 

God who is always present. Traditionally, blessed candles have 

been used during times of severe weather, during times of pan-

demic and as a safeguard against attacks of the enemy. Just think 

of the peace and calm that comes when a candle is lit in a room. 

 

It is my hope and my encouragement that many of you will bring 

candles for the entire year to be blessed and kept in your home 

and lit frequently to be prayed with frequently. 

 

This Mass will be Tuesday, February 2 at 5:30 pm at St. Ber-

nard’s. Bring candles for yourself and for loved ones as gifts. We 

will place the candles at the front of the altar to be blessed be-

fore Mass. Be sure to have a basket or some container for your 

personal candles to be placed in, before the altar. God bless. 

 

Fr. Alan 

UPDATE: St. Margaret Mary  

Improvement Fund! 

 

We are happy to report the Parish has collect-

ed $23,150 as of 1//1/2021.  The Knights of 

Columbus has pledged to match up to $15,000 

and an anonymous donor added $5,000 to the 

matching amount.  This will provide a total of $43,150 towards 

improvement projects at St. Margaret Mary’s Church.  

 

Some of the recently completed projects include; parking lot 

drainage ($14,000), flat roofs on Church ( $4,000).  Anticipated 

projects in the spring include; tree removal and maintenance 

($3,000), Rectory roof repair ($15,000).  We are also anticipat-

ing having to insulate and roof the Church building which is ex-

pected to be in excess of $60,000.   

 

We continue to accept and appreciate gifts specifically for St. 

Margaret Mary’s Church Improvement Fund.  If you wish to sup-

port this effort place your donation in the offertory basket or 

mail to the parish office with “SMM Repairs” as a notation.   

 

On  behalf  of  the  Knights  and  Fr.  Alan,  we  thank  you  for  

your gifts towards  the overall  improvement and safety  of the  

parish buildings.  

T 

his week the Parish of the Holy Spirit 

High School Youth group is kicking off 

the Spring Semester with a DTS night: Sunday 

the 17th at 4pm in St. Bernard's Parish Hall. 

We will learn all about Moses the Black. 

Great News!  

 

The youth Group is expanding to weekly ses-

sions on Sundays! We will begin working our way through the 

hit series The Chosen. We will watch episodes, have discussion, 

games, and dive more fully into the experience of being chosen 

by God to live an adventure of joy and love. All high school stu-

dents are encouraged to come. We meet from 4-6pm in the 

Parish Hall at St. Bernard's. 

 

Here is our schedule for January 2021: 

 

1/17 DTS 

1/24 The Chosen: I Have Called you by Name 

1/31 DTS 
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What you need to know about the  

beautiful feast of Candlemas 

 

Philip Kosloski - published on 02/01/18  

 

 

Though not widely celebrated, it preserves 

a rich tradition of the Church. 

 

If you count 40 days after the celebration of Christmas you 

reach February 2. Early on, the Church marked that day with a 

special feast and it is the final “baby Jesus” day in the liturgical 

calendar before the celebration of Lent. 

 

The feast has many different names in the Roman Catholic 

Church. It has been called the Feast of the Presentation of the 

Lord, the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and, more familiarly, Candlemas. Each name highlights a different 

aspect of the feast that the Church celebrates. 

 

First of all, it is called the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary on account of an ancient Mosaic law explained in Leviticus. 

 

[If a woman conceives, and bears a child she shall be unclean] And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a 

daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the door of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove 

for a sin offering, and he shall offer it before the Lord, and make atonement for her; then she shall be clean. (Leviticus 12:6-7) 

 

Mary, being a faithful Jew, abided by the law and did what was required of her. After 40 days passed she approached the priest with the 

proper offering to be declared “clean.” 

 

The liturgical celebration is also called the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, and again corresponds to an ancient Jewish practice of 

presenting the first-born to God. 

 

Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they offer to the Lord, shall be yours; nevertheless the first-born of man 

you shall redeem. (Numbers 18:15) 

 

As a result, Mary and Joseph brought with them Jesus, as St. Luke narrates, “And when the time came for their purification according 

to the law of Moses, they brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 

male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’)” (Luke 2:22-23). 

 

St. Luke narrates how, while at the Temple,  the Holy Family encountered an old man named Simeon and what he said next constitutes 

the basis for why the feast is called Candlemas. 

 

Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word,for my eyes have seen your salvation,which you prepared in sight of all 

the peoples,a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

Simeon declared that Jesus would be a “light,” and the Church developed a custom of lighting and blessing candles on this day. Histori-

cally the priest would bless all the candles used during Mass for the entire year. The congregation also received candles and the words 

of Simeon were repeated in song. The current Roman Missal has the following prayer that summarizes the symbolism. 

 

O God, source and origin of all light, who on this day showed to the just man Simeon the light for revelation to the Gentiles, we humbly ask that, in 

answer to your people’s prayers, you may be pleased to sanctify with your blessing these candles, which we are eager to carry in praise of your 

name, so that, treading the path of virtue, we may reach that light which never fails. 

 

Though not a holy day of obligation, it is a beautiful day in the Church’s calendar, one that signals the end of the “Christmas-Cycle” and 

looks forward to the light that will shatter all darkness at the Easter Vigil — when another candlelight service is performed in recogni-

tion that, “the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death light has aris-

en” (Matthew 4:16). 

 

https://aleteia.org/2018/02/01/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-beautiful-feast-of-candlemas/ 
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PARISH GROUPS & MINISTRIES 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Clairvaux Center, 161 Main Street, Keene 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 9:00am-8:00pm  

St. Margaret Mary Church, 33 Arch Street, Keene  

First Friday of every month 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

 

WINGS: Check back in the spring. 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS: UPDATE We have lap robes and shawls 

for the sick, those having surgery, or those struggling with their 

health. All items are made with prayers and blessed by the priest. 

Please call the office to obtain one. The prayer shawl group 

has decided to postpone further meetings until April 8, 

2021. 

 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS: Court St. Joseph in Hinsdale. 

Meetings are being held on the first Wednesday of each month 

at 9:45 am.  

 

WIDOWS GROUP: Please call Sarah Avery at 357-0176 for 

further information. 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN OF CHARITIES: Next meeting 

April 5, 2021 at 6:30PM at St. Margaret Mary’s parish hall.  

 

MEN’S HOLY HOUR: Each month on the 2nd Tuesday, Dea-

con Fintan Moore leads a group in structured prayer and reflec-

tion for one hour at St. Margaret Mary Church at 6:00 pm. 

Due to the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 

8

th

, the next gathering will be on January 12

th

. 

 

 

THE LADIES OF ST. ANNE: Wishing you and your families 

a healthy, holy and peace filled season. We are hoping to resume 

activities in the spring.  Love to all.  Jean Girard   

 

MARIE RIVIER ASSOCIATION (MRA): Starting September 

8

th

, we will meet from 6:30-8:00 in St. Bernard’s parish hall every 

second Tuesday of the month.  If you are interested in learning 

about the MRA in Keene, call Ginny Houle 352-1152 (leave mes-

sage) or go to https://presentationofmary-usa.org/marie-rivier-

associates.  

 

 

ST. MARGARET MARY CHURCH MAINTENANCE: 

UPDATE Monthly clean up January 16th starting at 9AM. The 

Christmas season decorations will be put away for another year. 

We will be giving the church an intense COVID-19 cleaning. All 

volunteers are welcome! 

 

RCIA: Currently meets most Thursday evenings 6-7:30pm. Con-

tact Corey Tetreault at 762-2211 for more information.  

 

VOCATIONS MINISTRY: Works to create a vocations-

friendly environment through prayer, affirmation and awareness 

in order to honor and support those already in their vocations, 

on the path to ordination or final vows, and those in the process 

of discerning their calling to serve the Lord. Look for additional 

information available at the Vocation displays located near the 

entrances of St. Bernard’s Church or reach out to Gary Markie-

wicz (732-266-8766) or Kim Chasse (480-286-8877). 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults 

 

Rite of Acceptance 

 into the Order of Catechumens 

(unbaptized) 

 

T 

he Rite Rite of Acceptance is a 

formal ceremony that takes 

place during the  liturgical celebration 

of Mass. It is of great importance because it symbolizes a stage 

of growth in our catechumens in their journey of faith.  It is 

their first recognition and consecration by the Catholic Church. 

They will declare their intent to continue to immerse them-

selves in the teachings and traditions of our Catholic Faith until 

such time as they are ready to become one with us through the 

sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist). 

 

On Sunday, January 10

th

, at St. Bernard’s 9:30 am Mass, we cele-

brated this important Rite. At the beginning of Mass, they were 

invited to enter into the Church proper to join our Catholic 

community and to be fed by the Word of God. After the homily, 

these catechumens were called up for a blessing and then  sent 

to “Break Open the Word of God” where they were further 

nourished by the scripture readings of the day. 

 

As God continues to call each one of us into deeper faith and 

conversion, the Rite of Acceptance attempts to point to this 

ongoing experience of conversion and is an invitation for all of 

us to be consciously growing in faith. It is the Body of Christ 

that all are baptized into and it is the same Body of Christ that 

nourishes and supports our faith. For this reason, as we gather 

together in the name of Jesus Christ to worship as community, 

we want our catechumens to know that we will recognize them 

and support them through our prayers and living examples dur-

ing the months ahead.  

NOVENA FOR LIFE and 21st ANNUAL HOLY HOUR 

FOR LIFE The protection of life is a sustained prayer intention 

of the Church, and in particular of the Knights of Columbus. 

Knights remain firmly committed to defending the right to life of 

every human being – from the moment of conception to natural 

death. To commemorate and bolster this important cause, the 

Knights have organized a novena, nine days of sustained prayer 

to build up a culture of life in our parishes, homes and wider 

community. The event, lead by Deacon Ken, will begin Sunday 

January 17 at the statue of the unborn in St Joseph cemetery 

at 1:00pm. The remaining 8 days of the novena will be done 

privately. Each January, our parish participates locally with the 

National March for Life Remembrance in Washington, DC. 

Jozefa Johnson will lead us in the beautiful and moving pro-life 

rosary at 2:00pm in St Bernard’s church, immediately following 

the cemetery. Families are welcome. 
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Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

surell
accessories

scarves • hats 
gloves • mittens 

home goods 
sheepskin slippers

198 North Main Street  
Troy • 603-242-7784

www.stjosephkeene.org
352-2720352-2720

Legal Direction with 
a Personal Focus

pam@pamlittlelaw.com
www.pamlittlelaw.com

103 Roxbury Street • Keene

(603) 355-8005

law offices of
pamela p. little, pllc

DOW CONSTRUCTION
Carpentry ~ Interior/Exterior

REPAIRS • RENOVATIONS • ADDITIONS
Fully Insured

P.O. Box 113 - Gilsum, NH

GLENN C. DOW 603-490-5427

Compliments of

Salem Door
&

Hardware

KEENE NH • 603-352-9780
3 Ashbrook Road / At Monadnock Market Place

www.daysinnkeene.com

15% OFF OUR RATES WITH THIS AD!15% OFF OUR RATES WITH THIS AD!

APPLIANCE, Inc.
SINCE 1976

SALES, PARTS & SERVICE  
MOST MAJOR BRANDS

603-352-3547
65 Roxbury Street, Keene, NH

www.korvin1.com
HOURS: MON-FRI 8-6 • SATURDAY 9-2

INTERIOR • EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

603-499-8537 | 22 Wilford Street, Keene
penbrookpaintingllcnh@gmail.com

MARK B. PENDERGRAPH

Which way should I go?
Kathy Wichland will know!
Serving the Monadnock Region for  over 25 years

Kathy Wichland REALTOR®
Office 603-283-1961
Mobile 603-398-4863
kwichland@masiello.com

Bob’s Fuel 
Company, LLC

(603) 239-6721 
www.bobsfuelcompany.com

A.B. Precision 
Electric

603-762-6046
Master Electricians, Licensed & Insured

• Residential • Commercial 
• New Building Construction 
• Installs, maintains & repairs

You never know what your items 
are worth until you ask us!

14 Terrace Street, Marlborough, NH
603-494-5964

www.moggiesauction.com
Hours by appointment or chance

EllsElectricEllsElectricEllsElectricEllsElectricEllsElectricEllsElectric

OVERHEAD DOOR SERVICE
P.O. BOX 3 • SPOFFORD, NH 03462

(603) 363-4955
Jimmy Ells
ellselectric@myfairpoint.net

NH 9555M
VT EM-03740

MA 801MR

&
• YOU CALL - WE HAUL •

Property Clean Outs
JUNK REMOVAL

Garage • Yard • Cellar • Estate Clean Outs & More
Demolition Services

Free Estimates   603-835-8004

KONANcleanouts.com
  Est. 1960

Commercial - Residential - Service

Locations in Keene & Bow, NH & Bennington, Rutland & Williston, VT 
www.melanson.com  (603) 352-4232

R O O F I N G  &  S H E E T  M E T A L
SINCE 1932

Ph:    603.903.7145 
Web: legendarypainting.us 
Em:   Legendarypainting@yahoo.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING

Casey Church 
Owner

Town & Country
117 west street, keene, nh 03431

 Giselle lascala
 realtor

 office: (603) 357-4100
 cell: (603-682-9472
 email:  Giselle@Glascalahomes.com
 All offices independently owned and operated

PAPPAS PAPPAS 
CONTRACTINGCONTRACTING

• Foundations • Land Clearing• Foundations • Land Clearing
• Septic Systems • Sewer and Water• Septic Systems • Sewer and Water
• Drainage • Grading• Drainage • Grading
• Driveways • Loaming• Driveways • Loaming
• Municipal Sewer Pipe Repair & Connections• Municipal Sewer Pipe Repair & Connections
• Complete House Lots• Complete House Lots
• Trucking• Trucking

CELL • 603-313-7107CELL • 603-313-7107
www.pappascontracting.com

Email: pappascontracting@yahoo.com

Richard C. Donovan LICSW
Certified Clinical Traumatologist (CT)

and Psychotherapist

KeenePsychotherapyTraumaRecoveryServices.com
93 Roxbury St • Keene, NH

Call us (603) 809-5193

KEENE PSYCHOTHERAPY
TRAUMA RECOVERY SERVICES
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DiLuzio Foley Fletcher
Funeral Homes and Cremation Services

Robert J. Diluzio, Sr., 
Area General Manager
Susan A. Simonds

 Location Manager
Certified Preneed Counselor 

 Funeral Celebrant 
 

Foley Funeral Home 
49 Court Street Keene, NH 03431

 603-352-0341
Fletcher Funeral Home 

33 Marlboro Street • Keene, NH 03431 
603-352-4541 

 Est. 1909 603-352-4447

Bergeron 
ConstruCtion Co., inC.

General Building Contractor

All Types of Carpentry,
Masonry and Remodeling
Major Structural Repairs

27 Matthews Road, Keene, NH 03431
Fax 357-2672

435 Winchester Street, Keene
603-357-7676

www.mintpremiumcarwash.com

PROFESSIONAL & EFFICIENT
                    TREE SERVICE

HAZARDOUS  
TREE REMOVAL

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICES
Offering Crane Services, 

Utility Line Services, 
Stump Grinding and  

View Clearing
603-363-8197
www.wilcoxtreeservice.com

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

Greg Carlson, Agent
47 Marlboro St 

Keene, NH 03431 Bus: 
603-352-4081 

greg@insurekeene.com

Thanks, Parish of the  
Holy Spirit.
I love being here to help life go rightTM 
in a community where people are 
making a difference every day.
Thank you for all you do.

®

I love  
this town.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial

603-355-8222
lawrenceelectric@myfairpoint.net

160 EMERALD STREET UNIT #10 • KEENE
LIC# NHC0218 VTEM-4618

Excavation
Site Work

Septic
Sewer
 Water

Utilities
603-876-9000

www.davidoneilconstruction.com

CONSTRUCTION, LLC
EXCAVATION 

CONTRACTOR
MARLBOROUGH, NH

“A Touch of Perfection!”
Interior & Exterior

603-352-1960
119 Main Street, Marlborough, NH

www.stebbinspainting.com

Delivering on A promise.™

603-352-5240
www.deadriver.com

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR 
PRESEASON PACKAGE OPTIONS.

452 Winchester St. • Keene, NH

Greater Keene’s Only Family Owned Funeral Service
46 South Winchester Street • West Swanzey

44 Maple Avenue • Keene
Large Off-Street Parking

357-2980
www.cheshirefamilyfh.com 

Parishioner/Member of the Knights of Columbus

Dick Thackston, CRB, ABR/M
Broker NH, VT & MA

R.H. Thackston  
& Company
REALTORS®

114 Main Street, Winchester, NH 03470
Cell 603-313-1231
Office 603-357-5524 • Fax 603-358-5150
Email rthackston@thackston.com
www.Thackston.com

WW WATER
SYSTEMS LLC

John Wentzel
Certified Water Specialist

603-313-9300
www.watersystems.com

Closed  WednesdayClosed  Wednesday
FurnitureFurniture  • •  Bedding Bedding  • • HousewaresHousewares

ToolsTools  • • Work ApparelWork Apparel  • • GiftsGifts

We Are Not Just A Shopping Experience We Are Not Just A Shopping Experience 
We Have Become A Family TraditionWe Have Become A Family Tradition

Name Brand Furniture & BeddingName Brand Furniture & BeddingName Brand Furniture & BeddingName Brand Furniture & Bedding
Dog Tested & Approved  By Abraham & Isaiah!

JJ    JJ&& DiscountDiscount
www.jjdiscountstore.com

603-363-9388603-363-9388
Jct. Glebe Rd., Rt. 9 • Spofford, NH
Kevin, Debbie, Abraham & Isaiah

DANA’S 
CONTAINER 

SERVICE
Variety of Rolloff Dumpster Sizes

Best Deal in Cheshire County
Clean-Out Services • Fully Insured

603-352-5981
danasrolloffdumpsters.com

Don Scott LA Design
Landscape Architect

Shoreland Permits 
Garden Design

603-313-9335 Cell
Dscott.RLA@myfairpoint.net



 

CENTRAL OFFICE 

Parish of the Holy Spirit & Mary, Queen of Peace Parish 

161 Main Street, Keene, NH 03431 

603-352-3525   

holyspirit.peace@gmail.com 

www.swnhcatholics.com 

Office Hours:  9AM–3PM 

 

Please contact the office to schedule baptism and marriage, or to 

notify us of any parishioner who is ill at home. 

Pastor 

Parish of the Holy Spirit 

V. Rev. Alan C. Tremblay, VF 

fatheralan2012@gmail.com 

 

Administrator  

Mary Queen of Peace 

Rev. Britto Adaikalam 

 

Parish Secretary 

Heather Houle 

 

Religious Ed. Coordinator 

Heather Carlson 

faithformationswnh@gmail.com 

 

Youth Minister 

Chelsea Herman 

cherman@mercyacademykeene.org  

 

Hospital Chaplain 

Rev. Mr. Fintan Moore 

 

Fire Dept. Chaplain 

Rev. Mr. Kenneth Swymer 

 

Deacon 

Rev. Mr. David Romano 

 

Parish Liaison 

Cheryl Mihaly 

Cheryl.mihaly24@gmail.com 

 

Director of Outreach &  

Volunteer Services 

Diane Farina 

 

Parish Finance Officer 

Jon Farina 

CEMETERIES: 603-352-3525 

St. Joseph Cemetery in Keene 

St. Joseph Cemetery in Hinsdale 

Mount Calvary Cemetery in Marlborough 

Mount Carmel Cemetery in Troy 

 

† FUNERALS AND BURIALS 

Prayers are requested for the souls of Dorothy Byrnes, Bette 

Dubriske, and Shirley Croteau. We thank God for the gifts 

of their lives and pray they are now at peace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

ur faith is not just about ideas. It’s really about having an 

encounter with God and, in particular, the Risen Christ! 

Once we give ourselves over to the notion of God’s presence, 

we have to train ourselves to listen for God’s voice and be at-

tentive to God’s call. Having companions on our faith journeys 

is so incredibly important as they can help us fine-tune our lis-

tening skills and discern God’s voice from others we may be 

hearing. Faith is all about having these profound encounters not 

only with God but with our brothers and sisters, and creation 

itself. Anyone or anything that is alive with God’s presence be-

comes an occasion for God to speak and call us to deeper grac-

es and experiences. “Come, and you will see.” 

 

The example and teaching of Jesus, the lives of the saints, those 

living among us and those glorified in heaven, and the wonder 

and beauty of creation can all serve to help us listen more 

clearly and assist in positioning ourselves for this profound God 

meeting. It is an encounter that can quickly and easily lead to a 

friendship and intimate intertwining of our souls to their Maker, 

making a claim on us like no other. Then, the Word of God 

moves from being just a body of ideas to something we simply 

accept and do. The person of Jesus Christ swiftly moves from 

being just a good prophet in word and deed to the incarnate 

presence of God Himself, the Lamb of God. The voice leads us 

to the Person behind it. 

 

The Gospel is hard to follow. We can intellectually debate 

whether what Jesus said is really what we are asked to do. The 

Gospel ideas do not always make sense in our practical, secular 

world. The person of God always does. We can debate the 

practicality and sense of ideas and doing so often keeps the 

more difficult ones at a safe distance away from us. Jesus said to 

love our enemy, but we really don’t need to do that, our minds 

try to convince us. It just doesn’t make sense. Yet, if we are 

truly in love with the God who is behind the voice of those 

words, they make perfect sense. Our deep and intimate love of 

this God would even find us laying down our lives for Him if 

necessary. Speak Lord, your servant is listening. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

 

In Loving Memory of…. 

 

Harold Bernier by Bob, Bev, Carol & 

Jane 

John & Tricia Whittle by the Family 

Simone Bartlett & Helen Cour-

temanche by Norman & Mary Whittle 

Walter Lepinski by Gussie & Mary Whittle 

Erin Breault by Norman & Mary Whittle 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank & Sophia Lepinski, Vincent Lepinski, 

Evangeline Dymerski, Felicia Wilson by Walter Lepinski  

Charles & Lumina Howe by the Family 

Louis & Barbara Howe by the Family 

Robert Hall by the Family 

Dick & Dan  McCarthy and all my deceased family mem-

bers by Ann McCarthy 

Thomas & Lorraine Mongno by Phyllis & Gene Mongno 

Ron & Pat Majer by Majer & Wasileski Family 


