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“And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will 

keep your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.” (Philippians, 4:7)�

Immaculée Ilibegiza, a Tutsi survivor of the Rwandan genocide 

orchestrated by the Hutu tribe, met after the genocide with the Hutu 

solider who had killed her mother and brother. Ilibegiza’s response 

to this man was remarkable: she did not condemn him or demand 

his death. Filled with a deep sense of peace, she offered to him 

mercy and compassion, culminating in a metaphorical and literal 

embrace. Ilibegiza,’s experience thus articulates two notions that 

are quite noticeable in today’s readings: mercy and peace. It was 

from and by means of her inner peace that she could forgive the 

man whose crimes seemed unfathomable and unpardonable. Yet 

further reflection on Ilibegiza reveals that her capacity to know and 

express such merciful peace hinged on her faith, the same faith 

that led her to pray the rosary constantly while hiding from the 

Hutus in a bathroom for 91 days. Uncertain over the fate of her 

loved ones, anxious and afraid for herself, Immaculée surrendered 

more and more to God. She was brought closer to God though this 

horrific ordeal. The philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, stated that 

such a journey to God, moreover, is essentially a leap of faith, a 

going beyond what we think we know into the arms of a God whose 

love and mercy surpass our comprehension. By faith, we move 

past our understanding into the peace of Christ who forgave those 

who crucified him. Hence, what today’s reading tell us is that if we 

can believe even though we “have not seen,” if we can take that 

movement of faith beyond our understanding, then we can draw 

closer to and share in the life of God whose peace will motivate and 

inspire our own acts of compassion and forgiveness. After all, like 

Immaculée, we, too, face a threatening unknown in this very trying 

time of COVID�19; like Immaculée, we are uncertain and anxious, 

deprived of knowing if and when this pandemic will end.  And so, 

like it was for Immaculée, this may be the proper time for us to leap 

in faith into the loving arms of God and so know more Him 

intimately and be ever more a vehicle of His peace and mercy. �

�

BAPTISMS:  Please contact Deacon Eric at 

Deacon@stmichaelparish.org or 772�2494 X211.�

MARRIAGES:  Please register your inten�ons with the parish at 

least six months in advance.�

CALVARY CEMETERY:  Michael Pelczar @ 659�3344�

MERCY MEALS:  Please contact Karen Polzine( at �

397�7685 or PM.StMaryNH@gmail.com�

PRAYER LINE:  StMaryNHPrays@gmail.com / 770�8904�

SOCIAL MEDIA: SocialMedia.StMaryNH@gmail.com�

PARISH INFORMATION�

NEWS AND EVENTS�

ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE JOURNEY�

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING:  Hannah Parent �

339�309�9187 or hannahrose.parent@gmail.com�

HEALING PRAYER:  For an individual healing prayer 

appointment by a trained prayer team please contact us at 

Healing.StMaryNH@gmail.com �

ROSARY:  The rosary is prayed Mon, Tue, Thurs at 6:30am 

before the 7am mass and Sat at 3:30pm before the 4pm mass.  

First Saturday Devo�onal Rosary is prayed at 3pm before the 

4pm Vigil each first Saturday of the month.�

FORMED: Parish Code:  KYJ3M2�

Important Parish Information:�

�� A private Mass will be celebrated at St. Mary 

each weekend.  You may view it by clicking on 

the link on our website called “video masses.”�

Note: At the end of each mass, Fr. Marc is 

providing updates and words of wisdom. �

�� Livestreaming 8am daily mass at St. Michael as 

well as other events weekly.  See the website.�

�� The Parish office is closed at this +me, but you 

can s+ll reach us by phone: 659�3643.�

�� Confessions will be by appointment only. Please 

call the office to schedule a +me.  �

Online Resources� �

Although we cannot gather in person, there are 

great online resources available for you to deepen 

and enrich your faith.�

�� Log on to Formed at www.formed.org to access 

Bible Studies, movies, books, Daily Mass 

reflec+ons, devo+onals, and more!  This is all 

FREE using our Parish Code: KYJ3M2�

�� Livestreaming of daily mass, adora+on, Sta+ons 

of the Cross and devo+ons at St. Michael Parish, 

Exeter with our very own priests.  See the link 

on the homepage at �

h:ps://stmichaelparish.org/  �

�� www.wordonfire.com for daily Mass and much 

more.�

�� Virtual Sta+ons of the Cross Videos: �

h:ps://bustedhalo.com/video/virtual�sta+ons�

of�the�cross�

�� Catholic Youtube Channels�

�� � Ascension Presents�

� Bishop Robert Barron�

� Chris Stefanick�



Deacon’s Corner�

�

Emptiness�

The Church was empty this morning when I 

arrived to assist at the celebration of Mass. 

It was a strange feeling, eerie in a way. I am 

so used to hearing the Rosary being prayed by many 

parishioners as I enter the sacristy and vest for the Mass. �

I don’t like empty things, empty boxes of cereal placed back 

in the closet by my younger brother when we were children, 

empty gas tanks when I am mowing the lawn and empty gas 

cans when I go to the garage to get more gas for the mower. I 

don’t like empty hooks where I last left the car keys, where 

can they be now? I don’t like an empty bed when my wife and 

I are apart from each other. I don’t care for empty words or 

promises either.�

One empty thing I have come to appreciate is the tomb in 

which Jesus was laid after His crucifixion and death on the 

cross. If this tomb still contained His remains, then His words 

and His promise of eternal life would have been another 

empty disappointment. �

Some say that our Church is not empty but that our Church 

has been deployed. We are more united with Jesus’ passion 

this year than any previous time in our lives. May we unite our 

feeling of abandonment with our loving Lord’s experience of 

abandonment as He hung on the cross. �

May we relish in the Easter joy of an empty tomb and the 

promise of a new and eternal life to come.�

God Bless,   Deacon Eric �

WEEKLY READINGS 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  

 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf.  

 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/ 

 Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  

 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18,  

 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf.  

 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/ 

 Mk 16:15-20 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 

 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

St. Mary Church & Holy Family Hall are now closed for public masses, mee+ngs and �

events with the following excep+on:   private prayer. �

Plenary Indulgence�

The Church grants a plenary indulgence to all those who are suffering 

from the coronavirus, to healthcare workers who are trea+ng those 

affected, and to all the lay faithful.�

In order to obtain the plenary indulgence, Catholics must have the will 

to fulfill the usual condi+ons as soon as possible and do�one�of the 

following spiritual acts:�

�

For those suffering from the coronavirus�& healthcare workers 

trea�ng�them:��

�� A:end Mass (even if this is only possible through video 

streaming).�

�� Pray the Rosary.�

�� Pray the Sta+ons of the Cross.�

�� If Mass, Rosary, or Sta+ons of the Cross is not possible, pray the 

Apostles’ Creed, an Our Father, and a Hail Mary.�

�

For the rest of the lay faithful:��

�      Visit the Blessed Sacrament.�

�� Read the Bible for at least half an hour.�

�� Pray the Rosary.�

�� Pray the Sta+ons of the Cross.�

�� Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.��

�

The spiritual act must be offered for the following inten+ons: the end 

of the pandemic, relief for those afflicted, and eternal salva+on for 

those whom the Lord has called to himself.�



Saturday, April 18, 2020�

� � Roger Weare�

Sunday, April 19, 2020 �

� � Elizabeth Dagge��

Monday, April 20, 2020 �

� � Emily Uras�

Tuesday, April 21, 2020 �

� � Tim, Ryan & Judah Shanahan�

Thursday, April 23, 2020�

� � Celebrant’s Inten!on�

Saturday, April 25, 2020�

� � Celebrant’s Inten!on�

Sunday, April 26, 2020 �

� � Charles Ambrogio, Sr. �

MASS INTENTIONS�

What Should I Do Since I Can’t Go To Mass?�

Our diocese has stopped public Masses in order to promote 

the common good and to contribute to ending the COVID�19 

spread.  This decision from our bishop means that we are 

dispensed from the Sunday obliga+on to actually be at Mass. 

But it doesn’t mean we cannot keep the Sabbath holy. How 

do we go about this? Here are some sugges+ons!�

�� Avoid unnecessary work�

�� Watch Livestream Mass at any of the following sites:�

h	ps://stmichaelparish.org/ � click on the link for 

livestream masses, adora�on and devo�ons�

h:ps://www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday�mass�live�

h:ps://www.wordonfire.org/daily�mass/�

h:p://www.catholictv.org/masses/catholictv�mass�

h:ps://saintpatrickscathedral.org/live�

�� Make an Act of Spiritual Communion�

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to 

receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You.   Amen.     �

Fr. Marc and Fr. Bart are con+nuing to say mass daily and are 

honoring your inten+ons.  The office is open for phone calls, 

and we con+nue to accept mass inten+ons!  Please call the 

office or email Erin at stmarynh@gmail.com for the next 

available mass.  �



Top 5 Reasons to Give Online:�

5. your contribu+on amount can easily be adjusted�

4. you can support your parish even if you are unable to 

a:end services�

3. electronic dona+on summaries for easier record keeping�

2. no need to write checks ~ and the #1 reason:�

1. You don’t have to leave the house in order to donate!``````�

�

If you would like to enroll, please visit our website at 

www.stmarynh.org and click on “donate” at the top of the 

page.  This will take you to another webpage where you will 

be allowed to set up online giving. If you have any ques+ons 

about the program or about seNng up your account, don't 

hesitate to contact Erin at 659�3643 or stmarynh@gmail.com.�

PARISH GIVING�

April 5, 2020�

�

�

Envelopes� $860.00�

On�Line Giving�  $1,537.00�

Total�  $2,397.00�

�

CRS & Home Missions�  $35.00�

�

Thank you for your continued support of our parish during this 

difficult time.  See below for our online giving option.  



Anthony Antosiewicz, Owner 
231 Water St. Exeter NH 03833  

tel 603.778.0910
Eat in or Take Out • Free Delivery

Pastry, Cakes, 
Breakfast Sandwiches 
& Lunch Sandwiches

77 Exeter Road (Rt. 108) • Newmarket
603-659-3344

Edward Pelczar & Michael Pelczar
www.kentandpelczarfh.com
info@kentandpelczarfh.com

Service you can trust...People you can depend on!

603-772-1817 GRAHAMTIREANDAUTO.COM 
1 Alumni Dr.  Exeter, NH

NATHAN A SWANSON DDS
60 EXETER ROAD

NEWMARKETDENTAL.NET | 603-659-3392

proulxoilandpropane.com
1 Simons Lane, PO Box 419

Newmarket, NH 03857

10% OFF 
ANY SERVICE

Visit:  www.strathamtire.com
for more savings!

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Brentwood 603-679-5840
Newfields 603-658-1160

Portsmouth 603-436-4081

GREENLAND
FAMILY DENTISTRY

Jose A. Ramos, DMD
29 Riverside Lane

Greenland, NH 03840
603-436-3806

epochrestaurant.com
603.778.3762

Open 7 Days 
a Week

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Sunday Brunch 

10am-2pm

Epoch Restaurant & Bar at 
the Exeter Inn

90 Front Street • Exeter, NH

One free appetizer from our 
small plates menu with this 

ad with purchase of an entrée

“Geriatrics with a 
Sense of Humor”

Bellamy Fields • (603) 516-8888
Watson Fields • (603) 516-8810

Assisted Living Facilities
Dover, NH

www.bellamyfields.com

Orion
TREE  
SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL 
TREE PRUNING 

STUMP GRINDING
659-TREE
Serving Newmarket &  

Surrounding Areas Since 1998
www.oriontreeservice.com

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary, Newmarket, NH 04-0433

5 Water Street • Exeter, NH
603.793.5116

Primary Care ▪ OB/GYN ▪ Behavioral Health

Primary Care for the 
Whole Family

Health Center
(603) 659-3106

Senior Transportation
(603) 659-2424

Contact Keith Clark to place an ad today! 
kclark@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6635


