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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Welcome Back!

WEEKLY READINGS
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 105:1-9 [7a, 8a]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40
Monday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a]/
Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/
Jn 1:1-18
Friday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/
Lk 2:16-21
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12


MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, December 26, 2020

4:00 pm  John & Stephanie Bogacz

We are happy to have you with us! Thank you for loving our
fellow parishioners by wearing masks & social distancing.
Our diocese is now allowing public
masses with a limited capacity. Due to
the fact that we are not open at 100%
capacity, this decision from our bishop
has not changed the dispensa#on from
the Sunday obliga#on to actually be at
Mass. If you are unable to a'end mass,
you can s#ll keep the Sabbath holy by:


Avoiding unnecessary work
Find weekly readings on this page <<
Access weekly/daily readings at bible.usccb.org
Watching Livestream Mass at any of the following sites:
stmarynh.org | stmichaelparish.org (Recordings available.)
EWTN, Word On Fire, CatholicTV, St. Patrick‘s Cathedral
i Make an Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I
embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen. 
i
i
i
i

SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S MASS:

PLEASE JOIN US AT 9:30 AM, FRIDAY 1/1



Sunday, December 27, 2020 

9:30 am Erin Malazzo ~Living


Monday, December 28, 2020 

7:00 am  Fecteau Family ~Living


Tuesday, December 29, 2020 

7:00 am Don Spearman


Thursday, December 31, 2020

7:00 am For Our Parishioners


Friday, January 1, 2021


HAPPY NEW YEAR!



9:30am* Celebrant’s Inten(ons



Saturday, January 2, 2021

4:00 pm  Jennifer Trask


Sunday, January 3, 2021 

9:30 am Barry Tudor

&211(&7,1*RXU&20081,7<21/,1(

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

groups\stmarynh

@stmarystmichaelnh

Respect Life Ministry Shares...
Diary of a Little Soul: Week 13
I’ve had a real growth spurt! I’m about the 
size of a large orange. My thumb ﬁnds its way to my mouth
more and more now. Perhaps I may connue with this habit
a er I’m born, depending on my unique personality.
Another one of God’s amazing secrets is that some of my
movements, as well as my temperament, are already similar
to Mom & Dad’s Ͳ even though I won’t see them for another
5 months! Well, Merry Christmas Family! 
“In Him we live and move and have our being” Ͳ Acts 17:28


Sampled from Fr. Wilfred Deschamps, copyright 2017. Look for more next week!


Sanctuary Candle

The sanctuary candle may be lit in honor of
your loved one. Please call 772.2494 to 
reserve. A donation of $25 is suggested.

To join the St. Mary/St. Michael Respect Life Ministry, email
Corinne & Kevin Kaneb via cwinter121@gmail.com. God bless!
PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?

Seacoast Birthright: 603Ͳ436Ͳ5558 
Birthright of Derry: 603Ͳ434Ͳ3000 
Op#ons for Women: 603Ͳ749Ͳ4441
New Genera#on, Inc: 603Ͳ436Ͳ4989

CONTINUING CHRISTMAS WITH THE HOLY FAMILY

MERRY CHRISTMAS! It’s still Christmas and not just Christmas season...
The really big feast days, Christmas and Easter, are so important that we celebrate them for eight days.This Sunday is
the Feast of the Holy Family ʹ Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.This is a great feast for us since Christmas has a lot to do with
family!For most Chris(ans, or even people in general, Christmas is a (me to get together with loved ones.
At an even deeper level, this feast reminds us that God comes to us as part of a family.Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son
bego5en of God the Father, “God from God, bego5en, not made” who, nevertheless, is conceived in the womb of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and born, just like we were.Mary, of course, is married to Joseph, the fosterͲfather of Christ.
Over the centuries, people have wondered why the Divine Word would be born of a human woman.Could not God
have simply descended from heaven on a cloud and explained things to us?
God chose to enter into human existence as part of a family because family life is part of the image of God we all carry
within us (Genesis 1:27). God, in His inner life, is a family ʹ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.Family is our ﬁrst and most
basic human experience, and it is divine. BUT ʹ family life isn’t easy, community life isn’t easy.The community where
Joseph and Mary live want to kill their child.They must ﬂee to Egypt, and they couldn’t just hop on a ﬂight ʹ they went
500 miles on foot! Our experience of family life is oEen diﬃcult, too, but the example of Mary and Joseph trusts God…
Christmas, when Christ comes into our lives, means that, by our bap(sm, we become part of the family of God.This is
a family whose leader is allͲpowerful, allͲknowing, and cares for us.Being part of the family of God has great beneﬁts,
but also great responsibili(es.Just like a human family, we are called to spend (me with Christ’s family, the Church.
A healthy family life requires spending (me together and communica(ng.That is what praying together and going to
Mass is all about.We go to Mass because Christ is there in the Eucharist.The Mass is a privileged encounter with
God.Family life requires reconcilia(on.Within our human
families, we must be ready to ask for and grant forgiveness.
AEer all, Christ came into the world to bring us into His heavenly
family by making the sacriﬁce by which our sins are forgiven…
If we all reﬂect honestly on our lives, we have to admit we don’t
always live our rela(onships the way God wants, or even the way
we really want to. That is especially true of our families.The
beauty of our religion, the miracle of Christmas, is that God has
entered our world to show us the way and give us the strength
to live authen(c love!
Sampled from: stdamienparish.com Ocean City, blog

HOLY FAMILY, PRAY FOR US

PARISH INFORMATION


St. Mary Church is open daily for personal prayer.

BAPTISMS: Please contact Deacon Eric at 
Deacon@stmichaelparish.org or 772Ͳ2494 X211.
MARRIAGES: Please register your inten&ons with the parish 
at least six months in advance.
CALVARY CEMETERY: Michael Pelczar @ 659Ͳ3344
MERCY MEALS: Please contact Karen Polzine1 at 397Ͳ7685 
or kdd42409@yahoo.com 
SOCIAL MEDIA: facebook.com/stmarystmichaelnh

stmmcomms@gmail.com

PRAYER LINE: StMaryNHPrays@gmail.com / 770Ͳ8904

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING: Hannah Parent 
339Ͳ309Ͳ9187 or hannahrose.parent@gmail.com
HEALING PRAYER: For an individual healing prayer
appointment by a trained prayer team please contact us at
Healing.StMaryNH@gmail.com or at the parish oﬃce.
ROSARY: The rosary is prayed Mon, Tue, Thurs at 6:30am
before the 7am mass and Sat at 3:30pm before the 4pm mass.
First Saturday Devo&onal Rosary is prayed at 3pm before the
4pm Vigil each ﬁrst Saturday of the month.
FORMED: Parish Code: KYJ3M2

The Gift of Family & Stewardship

What a year it has been! How will we speak of these #mes a
decade from now? 
As #me goes by, our impressions of this past year will
certainly change. How we feel today about dealing with a
killer virus and all the chaos surrounding that is s#ll fresh for
all. I would assume that most of us right now are also holding
those we love a li'le closer and hugging them a li'le harder.
Hopefully, even if the fears and concerns of 2020 dissipate in
the future, the way we feel toward our family should never
leave us.
Stewardship is certainly about everything. God has given us so
much, great and small, profound and common. One of the
greatest giGs that all have received is family. Families take all
shapes and sizes and some look very diﬀerent than others.
For some, family is a caretaker or temporary guardian. For
others it is a friend when everyone else seems to have
vanished. The bo'om line is that, to quote a song from many
years ago, “people need people.”
When God gave the world His only Son, the Incarna#on did
not come on a cloud or with a ﬂash of light. He was born into
a family. Jesus understood the giG of family all his life. Do you
think that if having a family wasn’t important God would have
s#ll included this in the plan of salva#on?
As this year draws to a close, remember your stewardship
many days begins and ends with the people closest to you.
Don’t misuse or take for granted this precious giG. God gives
us giGs on purpose, even to His only bego'en Son.
Ͳ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS © LPi

We’re grateful that you’re part of our faith family
and appreciate your me, talent, and generosity!

PARISH GIVING





December 6, 2020
Envelopes
Loose
OnLine Giving
Total 


$1,639.00
$82.00
$1,962.00
$3,683.00

Thank you for your continued contribution to our church during
this difficult time. Your support will keep our ministries vibrant in
2021 and beyond! See below for our online giving option.
It’s easy to

ONLINE

1

2

3

Visit stmarynh.org 
click “Donate” 
(2nd menu at the top of
the home page)

Set up your
online giving
account with
WeShare

Choose a preferred
payment op&on &
customize your 
dona)on

Quesons about the program or seng up your account? Don't
hesitate to contact Erin at 772Ͳ2494 or stmarynh@gmail.com

St. Mary & St. Michael MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
@youth.marymichaelnh









COVID DIDN’T CRAMP OUR STYLE…
Just Added a Mask & 6 Feet to It!


2020 has been a strange year for everyone and youth have
been impacted in a unique way. Having to quickly switch
from inͲperson learning to remote learning proved diﬃcult
and at (mes stressful for young people and their families. 
The uncertainty that faces our youth each day led our youth
ministry team to want to serve as a place of normalcy, relief
and encounter with Christ for the teens. 
Having a rela(onship with Jesus as a young person is a giE
and, now more than ever, hoping in Christ and trus(ng in
Him is vital. We’ve seen an increase in a5endees and the
kids have been great following all Covid guidelines, so there
is much to be joyful about! 
Check out some of the great things we were s(ll able to do:
MS Advent Bible Study
Instagram Live YM Chats
Virtual
Young
Life
&
Wildlyfe

Young Life & Wyldlife Camps

HandwriGen Notes
(Socially distant

(Yup Ͳ snail mail!)
hiking & beach fun!)
Outdoor HS & MS Retreats
Donut Club at St. Mary
Outdoor Eucharis&c Adora&on Halloween & Ugly Sweater
Get Togethers
Outdoor Confession
(Right in Fr. Ma' & 
AtͲHome Conﬁrma&on Prep

Fr. Bart’s backyard!)
(Thank you parents!)
Zoom Game Nights
+ 110 new MS & HS students

Zoom
MS
&
HS
Bible
Studies
are
ge1ng
ready
for
2021!

When we sit back and reﬂect on how much God has done
through this (me of pandemic, it reminds us that nothing
can stop God’s love, nothing can stop God’s power, and He
longs for rela(onship with all of his children. 
Of course, we could not do any of this without the hard
work of volunteers who care about the young people in the
St. Mary and St. Michael community. We also could not do
this without allof our parishioners, your generous support,
and all of your prayers, over the years.
Our team wants to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
happy and healthy New Year.
Ͳ Becca Liguori & Sammie Moore

I COMMAND YOU: BE STRONG AND STEADFAST!
DO NOT FEAR NOR BE DISMAYED, FOR THE LORD, YOUR
GOD, IS WITH YOU WHEREVER YOU GO. JOSHUA 1:9

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR: COMMUNITY STRENGTH & CHRISTMAS HOPE


Dear Friends,

Our parish queson for the month of December has been “Where Do We Find Community?” At mes it has
seemed like a diﬃcult queson to answer in the midst of a pandemic when community is so diﬃcult to
maintain. I don’t think I’ve even seen some of your faces yet behind the masks and livestream!

But despite these challenges, it has been wonderful to see how our parish community connues to pull
together and to ﬁnd creave ways to stay connected. Just this past month, we have come together as a
community to celebrate an ecumenical Thanksgiving service with NCC, organize both Thanksgiving and
Christmas gi/ drives for families in need, launch a Virtual Night in Bethlehem, create Advent calendars for
Family Faith Formaon, decorate the churches for Christmas, have driveͲthrough confessions, and serve, read,
and minister at many extra Christmas Masses. I guess we are pre3y good at this community stuﬀ a/er all!

I think of the wonderful volunteers in our parish who make all this ministry and community possible, so many
faces seen and unseen. Thank you for all you do to make our parish community such a welcoming and loving
place where people can encounter the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Thank you for the ways you serve,
somemes in ways only known to God.

Let’s not forget what we are celebrang at Christmas, the answer to that prayer that people for centuries
prayed, “Lord, let us see your face and we shall be saved!” Nobody saw the face of God, unl Mary and
Joseph and the shepherds looked down into that manger in Bethlehem, and that cute, humble, face of a baby
looking back up at them, was in fact the face of God, ﬁnally unveiled, for the world to see. 
Who would’ve ever thought that God looked like that!

We look forward to the day when we can see everyone’s face once more, our whole
community together again in a single place, but unl that me, soon, let’s wait in joyful 
hope, knowing that God is with us. A blessed Christmas to you and all your loved ones! 

Sincerely,
Fr. Ma3 

Divine Dinner Dates
presents 

Date Night at the Movies


The Christmas Season Continues:

Featuring The Stars of Heaven:
THE SAINTS!

JANUARY 8th, the story of
ST. AUGUSTINE

If you haven’t yet followed the journey of
Mary & Joseph, it’s not too late!
Watch our video & bring your gifts to Baby Jesus.
You’ll arrive with the Wise Men right on time
for the Epiphany next weekend!

2hr 14min



VISIT: stmichaelparish.org/nib


Calling all Married and Engaged Couples
to join Deacon Eric and his wife Laura
Friday Nights this January, 79:30pm
Space is Limited as Couples will be Safely Distanced 
in Cotter Hall at St. Michael (Masks Required)


Reserve FREE TICKETS at stmichaelparish.org/ddd


Popcorn, Soda, Water, and Boxed Candy 
will be available from 6:307pm prior to movie start!

Service you can trust...People you can depend on!

Anthony Antosiewicz, Owner

231 Water St. Exeter NH 03833
tel 603.778.0910
Eat in or Take Out • Free Delivery
Pastry, Cakes,
Breakfast Sandwiches
& Lunch Sandwiches

proulxoilandpropane.com
1 Simons Lane, PO Box 419
Newmarket, NH 03857

603-772-1817 GRAHAMTIREANDAUTO.COM
1 Alumni Dr. Exeter, NH

“Geriatrics with a
Sense of Humor”
Bellamy Fields • (603) 516-8888
Watson Fields • (603) 516-8810

Assisted Living Facilities
Dover, NH

Brentwood 603-679-5840
Newfields 603-658-1160
Portsmouth 603-436-4081

www.bellamyfields.com

10% OFF

603-659-3344

Edward Pelczar & Michael Pelczar
77 Exeter Road (Rt. 108), Newmarket
www.kentandpelczarfh.com
info@kentandpelczarfh.com

GREENLAND

ANY SERVICE

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Visit: www.strathamtire.com

Jose A. Ramos, DMD
29 Riverside Lane
Greenland, NH 03840
603-436-3806

for more savings!

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Orion

epochrestaurant.com

603.778.3762

TREE
SERVICE
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PRUNING
STUMP GRINDING

Open 7 Days
a Week

659-TREE

Serving Newmarket &
Surrounding Areas Since 1998

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

www.oriontreeservice.com

Sunday Brunch
10am-2pm

One free appetizer from our
small plates menu with this
ad with purchase of an entrée

Contact Bill Ames to place an ad today!
bames@4Lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6424

Epoch Restaurant & Bar at
the Exeter Inn

90 Front Street • Exeter, NH

5 Water Street • Exeter, NH
603.793.5116

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Mary, Newmarket, NH

04-0433

