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Parish Office 

715 Hawthorne Street 

Avoca, PA  18641 

Hours: Mon 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Tues-Fri 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Phone: 570-457-3412 

staff@queenoftheapostles.com 

Website  

queenoftheapostles.weconnect.com 

Like Us On Facebook:  

Queen of the Apostles Parish 

Avoca, PA 

On-line Bulletin 

Seekandfind.com 

Director of Faith Formation 

Deborah Yuschovitz 

570-457-1284 

Anointing of the Sick 

If anyone is seriously ill, been admitted 

to the hospital, or wants a 1st Friday visit 

please call the Parish Office. 

Baptism 

Sunday after 10:30AM Mass. 

Call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Marriage 

Please call the Parish Office six months, before  

setting your wedding date, to make an appt. with 

the Pastor.  Pre-Cana program is required. 

Rite of Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 3:15 - 3:45 PM 

Anytime upon request 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Saturday - 4:00 PM 

Sunday - 8:00 - 10:30 AM 

Daily 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 8 AM 

Wednesday: 7:00 PM*  

*Followed by the Miraculous Medal Novena 

First Friday  

8:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Christian Initiation of Adults 

Parish Office 

570-457-3412 

Committee Contacts 

Parish Hall Manager 

Paul Franceschelli - 570-430-9015 

 

Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry 

Ann Jake - 570-457-3521 

 

Women’s Guild 

Jeanette Gronski - 570-457-7804 

New Members are always Welcome! 

Queen of the Apostles 

Rev. Phillip J. Sladicka, Pastor 

Deacon James A. Rose 

715 HAWTHORNE STREET, AVOCA, PA 18641 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

& 

To Grow As Disciples of Jesus Christ 
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          From the Pastor’s Desk�        Liturgy and Worship�

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT �

Every Tuesday from 8 AM to 8 PM we have  Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament. Please contact Ann Jake at #570�457�3521 

or the parish office if you would like to sign up for an 

hour of adoration or to become a back�up adorer.   

Every Second Tuesday of the month the Knights of 

Columbus leads the  Rosary for Life. Due to       

illnesses and other circumstances, there are     

openings for the following hours of Eucharistic  

Adoration:  1:30�2:30 pm, 3:30�4:30 pm. We are in  

desperate need for these time slots  to be filled as 

Our Lord cannot be left alone during adoration hours.  

Please contact the above tel. #’s if you are able to fill any of 

these hours.�

Dear Parish Family, ������������������������������������������������������

     Appearances can deceive us.� They deceived Samuel as well as 

David’s own father, Jesse.�  Neither imagined that God would 

choose David, the youngest of Jesse’s sons, forgotten while his 

brothers were paraded before Samuel.�� We do not see as God sees 

because we have a tendency to judge by appearances while God 

looks deeper.�  It is the blind man in the Gospel who ends up    

seeing Jesus most clearly.�  His ability to see steadily deepens, 

from knowing only Jesus’ name, to affirming him as a prophet, to 

realizing he was from God, to recognizing him as the Son of 

Man.�  Meanwhile the Pharisees sight becomes more and more 

shallow.�  At first, they were divided, with some thinking Jesus 

could be from God.�  But in the end, they rejected both Jesus for 

not keeping the Sabbath and the healed man because they equated 

his disability with sin.�  For the Pharisees, surface appearances 

won out over deeper truth.� To use Paul’s terms, they chose to live 

in darkness.�  Christ, the light of the world, calls us to live as     

children of light.�  We are encouraged to look more deeply and 

allow others to see us more deeply.� To do so, we must be willing 

to look beyond appearances.� What judgments block our ability to 

see more deeply?������������� ����������

     I continue to honor Jim Roberts from our local Charismatic 

Prayer Group by talking about the Charismatic Renewal.� Today I 

will reflect on�The Prayer Meetings.�The Lord says that where 

there are two or more gathered in His name, He is in their midst. 

We come together to pray in the name of Jesus and for His greater 

Glory.����������������������������������

     I recommend any prayer meetings where the Rosary is offered, 

in fact we must emulate the apostles who were together in prayer 

with the mother of God when the Holy Spirit descended on the 

day of Pentecost.� �We need to invite into our life the Spouse of the 

Holy Spirit. Mary is the Mother of the Son of God, and she is also 

our Mother. As mother of the children of God, She has received 

the task of caring for us.�����������������

     Through her intercession the Holy Spirit descended to the 

apostles on the day of Pentecost, and it is also through her        

intercession that the Grace of the Holy Spirit descends to us in a 

very powerful way.�� �With the company of the Blessed Mother of 

God we can safely proceed to conduct a Charismatic prayer    

meeting where there will not be deception by the enemy.� � The 

prayer meeting may last several hours depending on the          

enthusiasm of those involved and on the length of the healing 

ministry at the end. Sometimes it concludes with a healing 

mass.�����

��

PRAYER FOR PROTECTION IN TIME OF PANDEMIC� �

O Mary, you always brighten our path as a sign of salvation and 

of hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at 

the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain while remaining steadfast in 

faith. O loving Mother, you know what we need, and we are   

confident you will provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. Intercede 

for us with your Son Jesus, the Divine Physician, for those who 

have fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, and for those who 

have died. Intercede also for those charged with protecting the 

health and safety of others and for those who are tending to the 

sick and seeking a cure. Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, to 

conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows, so 

as to lead us, through the Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. 

Amen. Under thy protection we seek refuge, O Holy Mother of 

God. In our needs, despise not our petitions, but deliver us always 

from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.� (By K of 

C, Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 11036�

3/20)�������������������

     Thank you for all you are and all you do.�  God bless you and 

see you in Church, Fr. Phil��

Liturgy of the Word: In the fir st reading God chooses the 

overlooked son of Jesse, for God sees beyond appearances.  

In the Gospel, the Pharisees cannot see past the appearance 

of sin whereas the man who was formerly blind sees that 

Jesus is Lord.  As we listen to the readings, let us think about 

our blind spots and the times when we fail to see beyond 

appearances.�

PRAYER CHAIN: If you have an intention or would 

like to become part of the chain, call Jim Jumper at  

#570�457�5867.�

The Light is On For You �

Confessions  every  Monday  Evening  during  Lent 

from 5:30�6:30 pm. (March 

16,  23 

& 

30th).  

All are welcome to receive God’s grace! To 

locate a parish near you; please visit www.dioceseofscranton.org�

FORMED.ORG ~ The Catholic Faith on Demand�

THE BEST CATHOLICCONTENT�

 ALL IN ONE PLACE�

Unlimited access to the best eBooks, �

videos in the Church today�

FORMED.ORG,�PARISH CODE:� W883XT�



Parish Meetings: March, 2020�

            Outreach Services�

Page Three                                            4th Sunday of Lent                                  March 22, 2020�

Cursillo�

AA Helpline:                                                                             1�800�640�7545�

Al�Anon �� Friends & Family of those addicted                       1�800�339�9006�

Bread Basket of NEPA                                                                 570�343�2324�

Consumer Credit Counseling Service                                       1�800�602�2227�

Catholic Social Services Wilkes Barre                                         570�822�7188�

�            Scranton                                               570�207�2283�

Greater Pittston Food Pantry (St. John’s/Seton)                           570�654�9923�

National Hotline for Abortion Recovery                                   1�866�482�5433�

PA 24�Hour Child Abuse Hot Line                                           1�800�932�0313�

Pennsylvanians for Human Life, W�B Chapter                            570�826�1819�

Rachel’s Vineyard�Post Abortive Healing                                1�877�467�3463�

St. Joseph’s Center�Mother Infant Program                                 570�207�6677�

The Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of  Scranton is  sponsoring the    

following programs. All are welcome.�

Men’s Cursillo:  March 26�29, 2020�

School of Leaders: Saturday, April 18, Our Lady of the Euchar ist,�

   Pittston.  (9:30 am)�

Ultreya: �

For further information, please visit the  Cursillo website: �

www.scrantoncursillo.homestead.com�

     Al�Anon meetings are held every Thursday night at 7 

PM, at the Br ick United Methodist church on Foote 

Ave., Duryea.�  This is an anonymous 12�step  program 

of recovery for families and friends of  addicts & alcohol 

approximately one hour and are open to anyone.�

Diocese of Scranton                 �

               Community Events�

Jesus Christ the Risen Son of God came forth from the 

tomb and we at JMJ Catholic Radio, Wilkes�Barre/

Scranton at 98.9FM & 750AM, Hazelton at 1490AM & 

100.1FM and Dushore at 91.7FM, find joy in Him each day 

with the Holy Mass, at 8:00AM every day of the week. At 

3:00PM we invite you to tune in and pray the “Divine  

Mercy Chaplet” in song with the Marianist Fathers from 

Stockbridge, Massachusetts; in the spirit of Sr. Faustina 

who received this prayer from Jesus. �

Bldgs. & Grounds� MON� 03/30/20� 6:30 PM� RECTORY�

Finance Council� TUES� 03/31/20� 6:30 PM� RECTORY�

Red Cross Blood Drive�

The Knights of Columbus #5940 will host                   

an upcoming Blood Drive in the Parish Hall on      

Tuesday, March 24th from 1�6 pm.  Walk ins      

welcome. Appointments are encouraged. Schedule at             

redcrossblood.org or call 1�800�Red Cross�

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor��

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any        

allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If 

you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, 

religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of    

Scranton, you are encouraged to immediately report the matter 

to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay        

employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton has cause or 

reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form 

of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will be      

reported to law enforcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese 

to adhere to all civil and state regulations. To this end, the    

Diocese is equally     committed to adhering to the norms of the 

Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, 

which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their   

pursuit of emotional and spiritual well�being. As such,         

information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor 

should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 

Mary Beth Pacuska at (570�862� 7551).�

THERE’S A DESK WAITING FOR YOU!�

New students are always welcome at Holy Rosary 

School in Duryea!�  We are happy to enroll students           

in grades Preschool to 8

th

 Grade anytime.�  If you are   

searching for a caring environment that offers academic 

excellence   in a faith�filled environment, please call our 

office at 570�457�2553 or visit us online at 

www.holyrosaryduryea.org to learn how Holy Rosary 

School could be the right choice for your child.�  Tuition 

assistance is available. �

Year of Saint Joseph�

�

This year marks the 150

th

 Anniversary of Pope Pius IX’s decree 

naming Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 

foster-father of Jesus, as the Patron of the Universal Church.  In 

commemoration of this anniversary and recognizing the fitting 

time for the Church to invoke the intercession of this guardian, 

His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C. Bambera ha s declared this year 

as a “Year of Saint Joseph” to be observed in the Diocese of    

Scranton from March 19, 2020 to March 19, 2021.  Bishop Bambera 

states, “Just as Saint Joseph watched over and protected the Lord 

Jesus while he was on earth, we need Saint Joseph to watch over 

and provide for the Church today.  His intercession on behalf of 

the Universal Church is vital as the world faces so much upheaval 

and pain, and particularly as it confronts the uncertainty and pain 

of the coronavirus epidemic.” �

 �

Bishop Bambera invites all of the faithful to 

renew their devotion to Saint Joseph during this 

commemorative year, and to seek his powerful 

intercession to safely guard the Church from all 

evils, just as he protected the Holy Family from 

harm.  Please look for future opportunities and 

resources to celebrate this year in your parish.  �

�



�

�

�

�
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Monday� � March 23 � St. Turibius of Mogrovejo �

8:00 AM� � Lisa Jones Kutra�

 � � By Jim & Helen Brogan�

� �

Tuesday� � March 24 � St. Oscar Romero�

8:00 AM� � Theresa Nese�

� � By Mary Janet Gilroy�

�

Wednesday� � March 25 � The Annunciation of the Lord�

8:00 AM� � Shirley Yeagle Kelly�

� � � By Dr. Michael Kelly�

� �

Thursday�  � March 26 �

8:00 AM� � Catherine “Lil” Hahn�

� � � By Ronnie Casper�

� � � � � �

Friday� � March 27�

8:00 AM� � Andrew Massakowski�

� � By Aunt Joan, Lou, & Reg�

�

Saturday� � March 28 �

4:00 PM� � Mary & Edward Boris�

� � By The Boris Family�

�

Sunday� � March 29 ~ 5th Sunday of Lent�

8:00 AM� � Parishioners Intentions�

� � �

10:30 AM� � Charles & Mary Clare Olisewski �

� �    and Joe Matusick�

� � By Rose Russo Family�

 

 Ministry  

Schedule 

     for the  

       Week 

Sacramental Bread & Wine�

throughout March in loving memory of�

Deceased Members of the Bartnicki & O’Hop Families�

by M/M Joseph Bartnicki�

*********************************************   

Sanctuary Candle�

in loving memory of�

Robert Berlew�

by Shirley Berlew & Family�

*********************************************�

Sacred Heart Shrine�

in loving memory of�

David Berlew�

by Bob & Sandy Loftus�

*********************************************�

Sanctity of Life�

in loving memory of�

Jason Lombardi�

by Family�
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 Parish Hall Reservations�

Parish Hall Reservations for all upcoming events 

have been cancelled due to the Coronovirus directives     

issued by Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera of       

the Diocese of Scranton on March 16, 2020.  Please 

call  Paul Franceschelli, the Hall Director at                 

#570�430�9015 or the Parish office if you have an 

event scheduled in the near future or for additional            

information concerning this matter.�

�



              Stewardship�
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Last week’s Sunday Collection amounts will be available in 

next week’s bulletin.  Due to the cancellation of Masses, weekly         

envelopes may be mailed in or dropped off at the parish office. �

This week’s collection:�

Catholic Relief Services�

Thank you for your generous support!!.�

Food Pantry Items for March�

Canned Vegetables�

             Parish News�

11/02�

Our    Holy    Father’s    Prayer     Intention     for    March    2020�

Universal Prayer Intention �Catholics in China�

We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its 

faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.  �

His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, 

D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the   Office for 

Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their     

25

th

 or 50

th

 wedding anniversary in 2020 to a diocesan 

Wedding   Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 15. The 

event includes a 2:30 ./ mass at St. Peter’s Cathedral followed by 

a reception.  Requests for an  invitation, with an April mailing  

address, should be made through your pastor before March 16. �

"Forty Days for Life" Pro�life Gathering:     

February 26 � April 3 offered for the special     

intention of ending abortion and closing Planned 

Parenthood location.  Rosary is prayed each week-

day Monday thru Friday at 10:00 am in front of 

the offices of Planned Parenthood, 101 N. Main 

St. Wilkes�Barre (across from King's College).�  Pro�life         

campaign draws attention to the evil of abortion through prayer 

& fasting, constant vigil and community outreach.�

         Life, Family & Culture�

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of sharing, 

big or small, which build up an authentic culture of life… Part 

of this daily heroism is also the silent but effective and eloquent 

witness of all those ‘brave mothers who devote themselves to 

their own family without reserve, who suffer in giving birth to 

their children and who are ready to make any effort, to face any 

sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the best of themselves’… 

We thank you, heroic mothers, for your invincible love! We 

thank you for your intrepid trust in God and in his love. We 

thank you for the sacrifice of your life” (The Gospel of Life 86). �

EASTER BASKET PROJECT:  The Social Concerns/

Respect Life Ministry will be conducting their Easter  

Basket project for those parishioners who are in need.  

Baskets provide food for the Easter Sunday meal.  The  

baskets will be blessed on Holy Saturday, April 11 at 

12:00 Noon  and 4:00 PM.  Anyone who is in need of a 

basket or knows of someone who would be in need of 

one, please contact  the parish office at #570�457�3412.  

Deadline for  submissions is April 6.�

PRAYER FOR AN END TO CORONAVIRUS�

�

Come Holy Spirit destroy the power of Corona-

virus with Your Divine Fire. Jesus Christ Son of 

God, have mercy on us and cover us and our    

families with your Most precious Blood.  Holy 

Virgin Mary, Mother of Christ, protect us Your 

children, under Your mantle of mercy and         

intercede to your beloved Son Jesus Christ for US.  

St. Michael the Archangel defend us in battle, be 

our protection against the wickedness and snares 

of the devil.  May God rebuke him we humbly 

pray, and do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly host, 

by the power of God cast into hell Satan and all 

evil spirits and   disease wandering throughout the 

world.  Amen.�

�

�

�

�
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YUSCHOVITZ
BUILDING AND REMODELING

AVOCA, PA
JOHN YUSCHOVITZ • 570-457-1284

DIANE YUSCHOVITZ • 570-594-6282

PROUD SPONSOR

bankatfidelity.com • 570.342.8281 | 800.388.4380

Artistic Blooms Floral
570-457-5268
“Experience the Beauty”
Quality at a Reasonable Price
100 Lonesome Rd., Old Forge, PA 18518
(Located at Bloomin’ Idiots Garden Center)

Kiesinger Funeral Services, Inc. for your peace of mind
Traditional & Contemporary Funeral Services • Advanced Planning • Serving All Faiths

Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director - Supervisor
We specialize in providing professional, comforting, one-on-one attention in your time of need.

Handicapped and Wheelchair Accessible • Ample Off Street Parking255 McAlpine St., Duryea 570-457-4387

  DRISCOLL’S HOME CENTER
 More than just a hardware store...
 570-655-6500 • 720 Wyoming Avenue., West Pittston, PA
 Monday - Saturday: 8am-8pm • Sunday: 8am-5pm

HEATING • COOLING
CONTROLS • DESIGN

100 State Hwy., Moosic, PA 18507
Voice: (570) 451-0140 • Fax: (570) 451-0150

mtroy@troymechanical.com
MICHAEL TROY

  570-383-3257 • 570-654-3441
  1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY. | www.FalconOilpa.com

**Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil**
“Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price” / It’s Our Service That Makes The Difference

FUEL OIL DEALERS

Gregory A. Timonte Proprietor
You make the memories of a lifetime

We make them last forever 
DUPONT MONUMENT SHOP INC.

273 Main, Dupont, PA 18641
PH-570-654-0561  FAX-570-883-0380

email: dupontmonuent@aol.com
www.Dupontmonumentshop.com

Linda Tomlinson, 
Proprietor

Tomlinson Floral & Gift
“Special Creations for Special People”
509 S. Main St., Old Forge, PA 18518
(570) 457-1790 • Find us on Facebook!

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

 Carlo A. LaMonica
 Attorney at Law
 • Probate & Estate Administration
 • Estate Planning
 • Powers of Attorney
 • Advance Health Care Directives
 • Estate & Inheritance Taxes
 • Veterans Disability Claims
Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.

Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

(570) 751-1571 • www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com
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Russomano Cleaning Service’s
For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning needs.

Call and book your 
Fall cleaning today! 

570-947-4368 


