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Parish Office 

715 Hawthorne Street 

Avoca, PA  18641 

Hours: Mon 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Tues-Fri 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Phone: 570-457-3412 

staff@queenoftheapostles.com 

Website  

queenoftheapostles.weconnect.com 

Like Us On Facebook:  

Queen of the Apostles Parish 

Avoca, PA 

On-line Bulletin 

Seekandfind.com 

Director of Faith Formation 

Deborah Yuschovitz 

570-457-1284 

Anointing of the Sick 

If anyone is seriously ill, been admitted 

to the hospital, or wants a 1st Friday visit 

please call the Parish Office. 

Baptism 

Sunday after 10:30AM Mass. 

Call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Marriage 

Please call the Parish Office six months, before  

setting your wedding date, to make an appt. with 

the Pastor.  Pre-Cana program is required. 

Rite of Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 3:15 - 3:45 PM 

Anytime upon request 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Saturday - 4:00 PM 

Sunday - 8:00 - 10:30 AM 

Daily 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 8 AM 

Wednesday: 7:00 PM*  

*Followed by the Miraculous Medal Novena 

First Friday  

8:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Christian Initiation of Adults 

Parish Office 

570-457-3412 

Committee Contacts 

Parish Hall Manager 

Paul Franceschelli - 570-430-9015 

 

Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry 

Ann Jake - 570-457-3521 

 

Women’s Guild 

Jeanette Gronski - 570-457-7804 

New Members are always Welcome! 

Queen of the Apostles 

WELCOME BACK CHURCH FAMILY!! 

Rev. Phillip J. Sladicka, Pastor 

Deacon James A. Rose 

715 HAWTHORNE STREET, AVOCA, PA 18641 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

& 

To Grow As Disciples of Jesus Christ 
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          From the Pastor’s Desk�        Liturgy and Worship�

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT �

We are pleased to announce that Eucharistic    Ad-

oration has resumed with the same hours     being 

observed.  If you will not be observing your hour 

which you were previously scheduled, please con-

tact the parish office or Ann Jake @ 570�457�

3521.  We request that all adorers practice social 

distancing and sanitary practices.  If you would like to sched-

ule an hour of adoration please contact Ann Jake.�

Dear Parish Family, �������������������������������������������

     We have been spoiled lately, celebrating the solemnities of 

Pentecost, the Holy Trinity and the Body and Blood of Christ and 

hearing readings that reflect their joy.� Today we are plunged back 

into the Sundays of Ordinary Time, where we are swiftly         

reminded that life can be difficult and even dangerous leaving us 

in need of reassurance and comfort.� Jeremiah faced opposition all 

around, even his friends had turned on him.� Both Paul and the 

church in Rome were in danger of persecution.� Jesus was about to 

send his disciples out to villages where he knows they will      

encounter rejection.� Yet they all find courage in God.� Jeremiah 

assures himself, “But the Lord is with me, like a mighty         

champion”.� Paul writes that as terrible and pervasive as sin is, 

God’s grace and Jesus salvific act overflow for the                   

multitudes.� Finally Jesus comforts his disciples, telling them that 

if God knows and cares for even the tiniest sparrow, the least  

expensive living thing in the market, they should have nothing to 

fear.� Therefore, no matter how overwhelming our fears are we 

can still sing out, “Lord, in your great love, answer me,” confident 

that our pleas are heard.� What fears can we place in God’s hands, 

assured of God’s overflowing care?�

     We extend a Happy Father’s Day to all Dads in our              

Parish.� Father’s Day is a day honoring fathers and is celebrated on 

the third Sunday of June in 52 countries around the world,       

including the United States & Canada.� The first observance of 

Father’s Day is believed to have been held on June 19, 1910 

through the efforts of Sonora Dodd.� She wanted to honor her  

father, William Smart, a Civil War veteran and single dad,       

widowed when his wife died in childbirth.� A bill was introduced 

into Congress and in 1966 President Lyndon Johnson signed a 

presidential proclamation declaring the 3

rd

�Sunday of June as  

Father’s Day.��We will remember all of our Dads this weekend at 

Mass and continue to pray for them throughout the month of 

June.� Their special memorial envelopes will be on our altar for 

the rest of the Month as we remember them prayerfully.�

     So, last Friday we turned Green for our Section of PA.� The 

directives say we can go to 50% of capacity but our church will 

safely hold only 90 people which includes the Choir loft.� The 

safety of our members and our whole community, depends on our 

diligent efforts to arrange for 6 feet physical distancing, to provide 

adequate protective equipment (Masks), to tend to sanitization 

procedures, to restrict people with symptoms, and to monitor when 

people have potentially been exposed to the virus.� I thank the 

Knights of Columbus who are acting as ushers as well as the dea-

con, servers, lector and cantors at mass.� It’s good to see you 

back.� 90 is our magic number as we open up these days.� You are 

welcome to attend daily mass, no need to register.� We never get 

90 people at daily mass.� For the weekend please call ahead to put 

your name in for the 4pm Saturday liturgy or the 10 am Sunday 

liturgy.� We are tracking for number safety and the entrance is 

through the Ramp Door.� Last weekend we had 72 people at Mass.�

     Our parish has taken all the safety measures, distancing,      

protecting the vulnerable, etc. as we look forward to moving to        

full opening.� We will continue to keep our Masses on line on our  

Facebook page till the crisis passes.�

     Please continue to remember to drop off or send in your weekly 

contributions to the parish office during this time of special 

need.� The parish bulletins will be on line for any of you to 

view.� We are all in this together.� We have left no one              

behind.� Care for your family and neighbors in need.� Continue to 

check on them.� Let them know your love for them.� It’s          

important.��

     Thank you for all you are and all you do.� God bless you and 

perhaps I will see you in Church soon, Fr. Phil�

Liturgy of the Word: When television networks inter rupt their  

regular programming with an urgent report, they close by saying 

something to the effect of, “We now return you to our regularly 

scheduled program already in progress.”  Today we return to the 

Gospel of Matthew, already in progress.  We have not heard from 

Matthew in over two months.  Were it not for the “special report” of 

Easter, Pentecost, and other solemnities, we would have just heard 

Jesus send his twelve disciples on their mission.  Their marching 

orders are quite intimidating, so today we hear Jesus reassure them 

as they prepare to depart.  May his words reassure us as well. �

PRAYER CHAIN: If you have an intention or would like to 

become part of the chain, call Jim Jumper at  #570�457�5867.�

Our    Holy    Father’s    Prayer     Intention     for    June,  2020�

The Way of the Heart  We pray that all those who  

suffer may find their way in life, allowing themselves to 

be touched by the Heart of Jesus. �

Father  Phi l  



              Stewardship�
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06/14/20 Sunday Collection       $4,815.00�

Thank you for your generous support!!�

ATTENTION:�

When mailing in collection envelopes to the parish office, please be sure 

to put the amount you are giving on each envelope.  Please DO NOT CUT  

ENVELOPES or SCOTCH TAPE OR STAPLE.  If a check is made 

out for all envelopes, please put envelope number on a list identifying 

what the check is covering.  Also, if other family members are included 

please note their envelope number as well.�

Food Pantry Items for June�

Cereal�

             Parish News�

         Life, Family & Culture�

“Through our prayers and through the intercession of St.   

Joseph, patron of fathers, may fathers come to know the    

irreplaceable role they hold in the lives of their children, and 

the responsibility they share in welcoming God’s gift of new 

life! ~ USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities  “Pray for Life: June 

2020” quoting Most Reverend Fabre, Bishop of Houma�Thibodaux �

Prayer During A Health Crisis�

�

Compassionate and Loving Father,�

In the face of confusion and concern �

impart to us the calm of your presence.�

In You allow us to find hope and healing.�

Be with those who serve the sick and give them Your caring hands.�

Be with those who lead and give them Your Spirit of wisdom.�

Be with those who have fallen ill and �

give them Your comforting heart.�

Wrap your arms around our world �

and hold us in your love. �

Allow us at this time of trial to then �

serve as instruments of that love to all we meet.�

We ask this in Your Name.�

Amen.�

��

Congratulations to three couples from 

our parish who celebrated their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary:�

�

James & Helen Brogan�

Ned & Mary Kay Jones�

John & Theresa Wrubel�

Religious Freedom Week takes place from June 22, the Memorial of SS. 

Thomas More & John Fisher, through June 29, the Solemnity of SS. Peter & 

Paul. Join Catholics across the country to pray and act for the freedom to 

serve faithfully and with integrity. �

�

We will be praying the Novena during the Daily Mass during these days.  

Prayer is one of the first steps in acting for justice in our world. This novena, 

rooted in the biblical tradition and the Church's social teaching, is intended 

to promote justice and peace in our neighborhoods, our country, and our 

world.  May this novena help to give hope to the poor who suffer from  

injustices and hope in your life that you may know the peace of Jesus Christ.�

�

June 22�



            Outreach Services�
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AA Helpline:                                                                             1�800�640�7545�

Al�Anon �� Friends & Family of those addicted                       1�800�339�9006�

Bread Basket of NEPA                                                                 570�343�2324�

Consumer Credit Counseling Service                                       1�800�602�2227�

Catholic Social Services Wilkes Barre                                         570�822�7188�

�            Scranton                                               570�207�2283�

Greater Pittston Food Pantry (St. John’s/Seton)                           570�654�9923�

National Hotline for Abortion Recovery                                   1�866�482�5433�

PA 24�Hour Child Abuse Hot Line                                           1�800�932�0313�

Pennsylvanians for Human Life, W�B Chapter                            570�826�1819�

Rachel’s Vineyard�Post Abortive Healing                                1�877�467�3463�

St. Joseph’s Center�Mother Infant Program                                 570�207�6677�

 Diocese of Scranton                 �

Dear Parish Member,�

     As you all are aware May 29, 2020� is the date when Luzerne    

County will enter the yellow level of re�opening.� Bishop Bambera has 

given us the okay as of June 1, 2020�to once again offer public masses 

our parish members.�      �

    Please find below information provided by the  Diocese of Scranton 

which    explains the new guidelines which must be followed in   order 

to begin attending public mass. We must do all we can to protect the 

health and safety of everyone involved.�

�

Items to remember before attending Mass�

��Stay home if you feel vulnerable, experience any symptoms 

or if you are consider high risk.�� Take your temperature   

before leaving home. ��

��The obligation to attend Mass is still suspended.�

��No one should expect that they will be safer at church than 

in any other public place.�

��Social distancing will be maintained.�

��Masks will be necessary and usage will be monitored�

Attending Church�

��Daily Mass will be offered Monday thru Friday, 9 AM�

��Enter and exit by ramp door only.� Doors will be 

propped open.�

��Sunday mass at this time will continue to be live streamed 

at 10:00 AM. for all those who are not able or willing to   

attend.�

We will begin Weekend Masses on Saturday, June 6 @ 

4:00 PM and Sunday, June 7 at 10:00 AM only.               

Reserva�ons  apply for these Masses.  Max. 75 people.�

��Mass will be limited to 75 people maximum .�

��Everyone must wear a mask. Seating will be limited due to 

social distancing.� Pews will be labeled with 6 feet space in     

between.�

�People attending Mass will need to call the Rectory or 

email the rectory and make reservations.� Pa Health Dept.      

regulation say that assembly of people should not exceed 

75 which includes servers, lectors and myself.�

��Signage:� Congregants must sign�in per Pa Health Dept. 

regulations.� The purpose of this is contact tracing so if some-

one subsequently becomes ill we know who to contact.�

All areas of the church must be sani�zed.�

��There will be no holy water in the fonts.�

��Bottles of hand sanitizer will be available�

��No hymnals or missalettes will be available.� They will be 

removed from the pews.�

��Standing offertory baskets will be visible for you to give 

your offering.�

��No offertory procession, hand shake of peace or collection 

at this time�

��Distribution of Holy Communion will take place at the end 

of Mass.� Communicants will leave their pews and join in the 

Communion procession maintaining social  distancing.� They 

are not to return to their pews but exit the church               

immediately.� Priests will wear face masks to distribute Holy 

Communion.�

��Communion in the hand is most recommended.� The   

Communion Cup is not an option.�

��Bulletins will be available at the entrance door.�

Absolutely NO socializing or gathering inside or outside the 

church before or after mass. ��

��Restrooms will be closed.�

��Keep in mind that people who have offered a mass for their 

loved ones will be the first considered on the reservation list.�

God bless you,�

Sincerely,�

��

Rev. Phillip J. Sladicka, Pastor�

     Al�Anon meetings are held every Thursday night at 7 PM, at 

the Brick United Methodist church on Foote Ave., Duryea.� This is 

an anonymous 12�step program of recovery for families and 

friends of  addicts &  alcoholics.�

     There are no dues or fees and meetings last approximately one 

hour and are open to anyone.�

The Avoca Food Pantry is open on the 1

st

 and 3rd Thursday of 

every month for anyone in need. Pickups can be made @�4:00PM 

at the rear of the Bethel United Methodist Church, 532 Main St. 

distribute food from�1:30PM.  Come join us and your help will  be 

greatly appreciated! We are a community  helping one another in 

need.� ��

            Diocesan Ordination�

Due to overwhelming response from the last 

American Red Cross Blood Drive at our Parish 

Hall, the American Red Cross has requested 

that another blood drive be held on Tuesday, July  21, from 

1�6 pm. Walk ins welcome. Appointments are encouraged. 

Schedule at redcrossblood.org or call 1�800�Red Cross�

On Saturday, June 27, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. in Saint Peter’s        

Cathedral, Scranton, Bishop Bambera will ordain Reverend Mr . 

Jonathan Kuhar, Reverend Mr. Kevin Miller and Reverend Mr. 

Shawn Simchock to the Order of the  Priesthood for service in the 

Diocese of Scranton.���

��

Ordination to the Priesthood is a very important event in the life of 

the Diocese and a wonderful day in the life of Jonathan, Kevin and 

Shawn.�

��

Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions imposed by the      

Coronavirus, attendance is limited to invited guests only.�

��

The Ordination Mass will be made available to parishioners and the 

public several different ways and you are invited to participate in this 

important Diocesan celebration. The Mass will be broadcast live on 

CTV: Catholic Television. It will also be livestreamed on the      

Diocese of Scranton website and made available through links on all 

Diocesan social media accounts, including Facebook, YouTube, 

Twitter and Instagram.�
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�

Monday� � June 22 ~ SS John Fisher & Thomas�

� �    Moore, Martyrs�

9:00 AM� � Fathers’ Day Intentions�

� � �

Tuesday� � June 23 �

9:00 AM� � Ernie Renfer�

� � By Father Phil & Sister Mary Sladicka�

�

Wednesday�� June 24 ~ The Nativity of St. John�

� � �    the Baptist�

7:00 PM� � Al Redington�

� � � By Family �

�

Thursday� � June 25 �

9:00 AM      Michael & Nan Joyce�

� � � By Family�

�

Friday� � June 26�

9:00 AM� � Edward, Elizabeth &�

                          William Henning�

� � By Mary Finnan�

� � � �

Saturday� � June 27�

4:00 PM� � Salvatore Mulea�

� � By Bob & Kathy Martin�

�

Sunday� � June 28 ~ 13th  Sunday  in  Ordinary  Time�

10:00 AM� � George Grega�

� � By Son, Richard & Family�

 

 Ministry  

Schedule 

     for the  

       Week 

Sacramental Bread & Wine�

throughout June in loving memory of�

Deceased members of the Sklanka Family�

by Arlene Markiewicz�

*********************************************�

  Sanctuary Candle�

in loving memory �

Theresa Walsh�

by John & Ann Soy�

*********************************************�

Sacred Heart Shrine�

in loving memory of�

Bob Dommermuth, 100th Birthday�

by Denise Dommermuth�

*********************************************�

Sanctity of Life Memorial�

in loving memory of�

Deceased & Living Fathers�

by Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry�
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Queen of the Apostles�

 Parish Hall Reservations�

Parish Hall Reservations for all upcoming events 

have been cancelled due to the Coronovirus        

directives issued by Most Reverend Joseph C.   

Bambera of the Diocese of Scranton on March 16, 

2020.  Please call  Paul Franceschelli, the  Hall   

Director at #570�430�9015 or the  Parish  office if 

you have an event scheduled in the near future or 

for additional information concerning this matter.�

�
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YUSCHOVITZ
BUILDING AND REMODELING

AVOCA, PA
JOHN YUSCHOVITZ • 570-457-1284

DIANE YUSCHOVITZ • 570-594-6282

PROUD SPONSOR

bankatfidelity.com • 570.342.8281 | 800.388.4380

Artistic Blooms Floral
570-457-5268
“Experience the Beauty”
Quality at a Reasonable Price
100 Lonesome Rd., Old Forge, PA 18518
(Located at Bloomin’ Idiots Garden Center)

Kiesinger Funeral Services, Inc. for your peace of mind
Traditional & Contemporary Funeral Services • Advanced Planning • Serving All Faiths

Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director - Supervisor
We specialize in providing professional, comforting, one-on-one attention in your time of need.

Handicapped and Wheelchair Accessible • Ample Off Street Parking255 McAlpine St., Duryea 570-457-4387

  DRISCOLL’S HOME CENTER
 More than just a hardware store...
 570-655-6500 • 720 Wyoming Avenue., West Pittston, PA
 Monday - Saturday: 8am-8pm • Sunday: 8am-5pm

HEATING • COOLING
CONTROLS • DESIGN

100 State Hwy., Moosic, PA 18507
Voice: (570) 451-0140 • Fax: (570) 451-0150

mtroy@troymechanical.com
MICHAEL TROY

  570-383-3257 • 570-654-3441
  1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY. | www.FalconOilpa.com

**Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil**
“Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price” / It’s Our Service That Makes The Difference

FUEL OIL DEALERS

Gregory A. Timonte Proprietor
You make the memories of a lifetime

We make them last forever 
DUPONT MONUMENT SHOP INC.

273 Main, Dupont, PA 18641
PH-570-654-0561  FAX-570-883-0380

email: dupontmonuent@aol.com
www.Dupontmonumentshop.com

Linda Tomlinson, 
Proprietor

Tomlinson Floral & Gift
“Special Creations for Special People”
509 S. Main St., Old Forge, PA 18518
(570) 457-1790 • Find us on Facebook!

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

 Carlo A. LaMonica
 Attorney at Law
 • Probate & Estate Administration
 • Estate Planning
 • Powers of Attorney
 • Advance Health Care Directives
 • Estate & Inheritance Taxes
 • Veterans Disability Claims
Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.

Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

(570) 751-1571 • www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com
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Russomano Cleaning Service’s
For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning needs.

Call and book your 
Fall cleaning today! 

570-947-4368 


