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Parish Office 

715 Hawthorne Street 

Avoca, PA  18641 

Hours: Mon CLOSED 

Tues-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Phone: 570-457-3412 

staff@queenoftheapostles.com 

Website  

queenoftheapostles.weconnect.com 

Like Us On Facebook:  

Queen of the Apostles Parish 

Avoca, PA 

On-line Bulletin 

Seekandfind.com 

Director of Faith Formation 

Deborah Yuschovitz 

570-457-1284 

Anointing of the Sick 

If anyone is seriously ill, been admitted 

to the hospital, or wants a 1st Friday visit 

please call the Parish Office. 

Baptism 

Sunday after 10:30AM Mass. 

Call the parish office to make arrangements. 

Marriage 

Please call the Parish Office six months, before  

setting your wedding date, to make an appt. with 

the Pastor.  Pre-Cana program is required. 

Rite of Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturdays: 3:15 - 3:45 PM 

Anytime upon request 

Celebration of the Eucharist  

Saturday - 4:00 PM 

Sunday - 8:00 - 10:00 AM 

Daily 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 8 AM 

Wednesday: 7:00 PM*  

*Followed by the Miraculous Medal Novena 

First Friday  

8:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Christian Initiation of Adults 

Parish Office 

570-457-3412 

Committee Contacts 

Parish Hall Manager 

Paul Franceschelli - 570-430-9015 

 

Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry 

Ann Jake - 570-457-3521 

 

Women’s Guild 

Jeanette Gronski - 570-457-7804 

New Members are always Welcome! 

Queen of the Apostles 

Rev. Phillip J. Sladicka, Pastor 

Deacon James A. Rose 

715 HAWTHORNE STREET, AVOCA, PA 18641 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

& 

To Grow As Disciples of Jesus Christ 
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          From the Pastor’s Desk�

Attention Eucharistic Adorers: Due to recent cancellations 

and lack of enough back up adorers, we regret that we will 

need to suspend Tuesday Eucharistic Holy Hour for the time 

being. Although the Eucharist will not  be  exposed on the altar 

on Tuesday from 8:30 am � 8:00 PM the church will still be 

open on this day for individual private adoration.  

We are happy to announce that for the present 

time, we will have Eucharistic Adoration from 

7:00�8:00 PM with Benediction after our usual 

nightly rosary.  All are welcome to join us in 

prayer that we may resume the Tuesday          

Eucharistic Adoration as we have had for over 9 

years.�

Liturgy of the Word:  As we begin our  last week of           

preparation for the coming of our Lord, we listen to the          

preparations three   others took during earlier eras.  King David 

intended to prepare a house for the ark of God, but God revealed 

a more important house to prepare.  Saint Paul completed his 

letter to the Romans, a church he’d helped prepare for the      

mystery of Christ.  In the Gospel, Mary agreed to prepare a place 

in her womb for the Son of God.  Let us prepare a place in our 

hearts now for the word of God.�

               Liturgy of the Word�

  Advent Season�

Christmas and New Year Schedule for services:�

Sacrament of Reconciliation (confessions)�

Wednesday Evenings, 6pm �7pm�

Thursday, December 24, 2020 Vigil Masses�

2:00 PM Vigil Mass�

5:00 PM Vigil Mass�

Friday, December 25, 2020 Christmas Mass�

10:00 AM�

Thursday, December 31, 2020 Vigil�

5:00 PM�

Friday, January 1, 2021, New Year’s Day�

10:00 AM�

Dear Parish Family, �����������������������������

     Today’s first reading turns on two meanings of the word 

“house” in Hebrew (bet).� First it is a dwelling place and       

second the lineage of a notable family.� King David realizes that 

it’s shameful that the ark of God � the most concrete sign of 

God’s presence � is housed in a tent while he lives in a         

palace.� But the Lord tells David’s advisor, the prophet Nathan, 

that his house � his lineage, not his palace � will be blessed and 

endure forever.� The family David builds, a line that will include 

Jesus Christ, is more important than the structure for the Ark of 

the Covenant.� More importantly, God has been dwelling with 

David all along:� “I have been with you wherever you 

went”.� God has chosen not to dwell in a tent or a building, but 

in flesh and blood, in the person of  David.�  Centuries later, 

Gabriel reveals to Mary that she will carry the Son of God in her 

womb.� From her flesh will carry the Son of God no end.� Each 

Christmas we are reminded that God chose a dwelling place 

more beautiful than a palace, more lasting than a family        

lineage:� a home in flesh and blood, in humanity, in each of 

us.� How can we best provide a dwelling place for the Lord in 

ourselves?���

     During this next week, perhaps our time can best be spent in 

prayer for the unborn, the newborn, the healthy, the unhealthy, 

the loved, the unloved, the wanted, and the unwanted.� Let us 

pray for new mothers.� Pray for the mothers, both those who 

carry their babies to term and those who do not.� Perhaps, if we 

can pray our way back to the pervading sense of reverence and 

awe that new life ought to bring to us, we will be empowered to 

feel the Child leap in our hearts much as Elizabeth felt her child 

leap in her womb.� Perhaps we will be filled with the indwelling 

Holy Spirit, see the blessedness of babies, hear the Word of God 

and say “yes” to our heart’s true longing for life.�

     Masses for Christmas will be at 2:00 pm on Christmas 

Eve and 5:00 pm on Christmas Eve.� On Christmas Day we 

will have a Mass at 10:00 am.� We would like you to let us 

know if you are coming to mass for Christmas � Please        

Register.� We will keep a record of how many people will be 

attending.� We can have 65 people for each mass.�

     The song of Christmas is “Joy to the World.”� It is, indeed, 

“tidings of great joy to be shared by the whole people.”� My 

friends, we celebrate the birthday of our Savior Jesus 

Christ.� We see him in a manger but we must earnestly seek that 

he be born in us, so that he may continue through us to be a light 

to the world.�

     On Christmas Day we ask God to accept our laughter and our 

love.� We cannot be solemn or sad on the birthday of God’s 

Son.� There is no demand of a gift exchange but the  present we 

make to God is our very selves, our lives made new through the 

birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask God to be the light in 

our darkness.�

     May I take this opportunity to thank you for your              

cooperation in our parish work and to extend to you and your 

loved ones my prayerful best wishes for a Holy and Blessed 

Christmas Day and a New Year filled with God’s Hope and 

Peace.�

     And, during this Holiday Season we pray that God’s hope 

finds its way into our homes, Churches and communities.� We 

pray for an end to this global pandemic.�

     Thank you�for all you are and all you do. God bless you and 

see you in Church, Fr. Phil�



              Stewardship�
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12/06/20 Sunday Collection:   $5,056.00�

12/13/20 Sunday Collection:     7,472.00�

Thank you for your generous support!�

Food Pantry Items for December�

Soup�

             Parish News�

         Life, Family & Culture�

“Perhaps one of your friends has become pregnant unexpectedly. 

As  someone who has been there, I encourage you to support your 

friend in her new journey of being a mother.” Learn ten tips at   

respectlife.org/support�her.  USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities�

“10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly Expecting” �

O u r       H o l y       Father’s       Prayer        Intention        for       December, 2020�

For a Life of Prayer:  We pray that our  personal          

relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of 

God and a life of prayer �

STOCKING STUFFER POT OF GOLD�

Tickets for the January Pot of Gold Stocking Stuffer  are now 

available at the Parish Office.  Cost of tickets are $10.  Please 

call or mail requests for particular numbers along with the  

payment to: Queen of the Apostles Parish,  715 Hawthorne St., 

Avoca, Pa. 18641.  PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE IN 

YOUR RETURN THE TOP HALF OF YOUR TICKET!�

  For more information call �

Ann Marie Piccini at 570�510�3125 or �

Parish Office at 570�457�3412 �

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just 5 days away.   

Normally our Social Concerns /Respect Life Ministry would 

have our beautiful Christmas Tree arrayed with tags in the 

vestibule of the church. Although we still will have our   

Christmas Tree Lit and decorated with family and homemade 

ornaments, because of the reduction of parishioners attending 

mass due to the Covid outbreak, we will not be able to hang 

tags on the tree for the children this year.  We will still try to 

accommodate as many as we can with a gift card to a local 

store for parents to be able to purchase a least one gift to be 

put under their tree for Christmas Morning.  If you have   

taken a tag from the tree in the past and would still like to 

contribute to the purchase of a gift card or purchase one  

yourself you may do so by putting your donation in an      

envelope marked GIVING TREE and placing in the          

collection  basket.  This Sunday,  December 20 is the last day 

for donations.  Gift cards may be purchased as stores 

such a Walmart, Target,  JCPenney, Kohls, etc.  

Thank you again for your generosity and we pray that 

as the New Year begins we may be back to normal.�

Sunday, December 20, 2020 at 12:00 PM�

Volunteers needed for�

Attention Parishioners and friends:           �

Reservations for the all Christmas Masses and 

New Year’s Masses must be made by calling the 

parish office indicating the date and time and 

amount of people that  plan on attending.  �

Christmas and New Year �

Mass Reservations�

     Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of living 

and it is about more than simply being generous when a situation 

calls for it. Stewardship and conversion go hand�in�hand and we 

are always moving closer to holiness in Jesus Christ. Living in this 

way takes practice and commitment. If this Advent didn’t go as 

you had hoped, remember is not really an end. It is just another 

step along your journey.�

     This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and 

hopefully spending time with those you love, may you take the time 

to cherish the true gift that came to us over 2000 years ago and 

continues to call us to this day: Jesus. Let us be grateful   beyond 

measure for this gift above all gifts, let us continue on our journey, 

and let our lives give testimony to the one who leads us.�
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   Thanksgiving Project �

Our Queen of the Apostles Social Concerns/Respect 

Life Ministry along with our generous parishioners and 

friends were once again able to supply over 25 families 

with a delicious Thanksgiving Dinner.  Thank you also 

to Joyce Insurance who provided turkeys for the      

project.  This year was especially difficult due to the 

Covid�19 restrictions and the needs were greater than 

ever.�

Pictured to the left are some of the ministry members 

on hand to sort and bag items.  From the left:  Carol 

Wood, Carol Trzcinski, Kathy Strach, Bob Janik, Ruth 

Lee, Ann Jake and Grace McLaughlin.  Taking the 

photo was  member Jane Maxwell.  The Ministry 

would like to thank all parishioners and friends who 

help throughout the year in the many projects it     

sponsors for needy families, the unborn and mothers�to

�be.  If you would like to become a member of this 

dedicated ministry, please contact Ann Jake,            

570�457�3521, any ministry member or the parish of-

fice, 570�457�3412.  All are welcome.�

Avoca Community Drive By Santa Event�

�
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In Memoriam�

Francis Joseph Sladicka, 74, of South Abington Township, PA, passed away Sunday, December 6, 2020, at the     

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, following a one�year bout with myelodysplastic syndrome 

(MDS) that he courageously fought by undergoing a stem cell transplant. He is survived by his loving wife of        

forty�one years, the former Patricia Ann Walski, who he always described as “amazing.”�

�

Fran was a loving husband, father, and grandfather, whose grandchildren all wanted a seat on Papa’s lap.  Fran’s 

strong faith was evident in the way he lived his life. He lived each day full of gratitude, kindness, and positivity; and 

he had a joy for life that was felt by all who knew him. �

�

Many of you at Queen of the Apostles Parish may recognize Fran since he was an     

ardent supporter of our parish and a loving brother to our own Father Phil.  Fran and 

his family faithfully supported all fundraisers and was happily in attendance at the  

annual Pig Roast which was also a familiar site for the Sladicka Family Reunion.�

�

Fran is survived by his children Travis, Tricia & Jenna and their spouses and children.  

Also his five siblings:  Regina Keffer, John, Joseph and their spouses, Sister Mary 

Magdelene and Father Phil.  �

�

Due to Covid, a small private family graveside service was celebrated by Father Phil.  

A memorial Mass will be held at a later date.  �

�

Parishioners and friends of Queen of the Apostles Parish offer their deepest             

condolences to Francis’s wife, children and family and especially to our own Pastor 

Father Phil.  May he Rest In the Peace of Our Lord.�

On Sunday, May 18, 2019, our beloved friend and choir director Nick             

Scaramastro peacefully passed away at his home.  Nick had been a faithful     

Catholic, Choir Director, Pro Life Advocate and exceptional friend to all          

including Queen of the Apostles Pro Life Ministry.  His resounding voice will 

always be remembered by his fellow parishioners.  His memory still lives on not 

only in the music he loved but also in his amazing compositions, some of which 

were composed especially for the Pro Life Ministry’s Holy Hour for Life,       

Sanctity of Life Memorial Dedication Service and many other parish events. �

�

Seventeen months has passed and as Nick is looking down on his beloved parish, 

we can only guess that Nick is filled with a sense of joy knowing that his brother 

Rocco has stepped in to filled his older brother’s big shoes. �

�

In memory of Nick and his dedication to our parish especially as Choir Director, a 

short memorial dedication service of our Queen of the Apostles Parish Choir Loft 

will be held next Saturday, December 26, after the 4:00 PM Mass.  It is appropriate also that the dedication is 

held on this day which is also the birthday of Nick’s mother, Elizabeth (Betty) a faithful and dedicated      

parishioner, who passed away on July 24, 2017.  A memorial plaque was donated in 

Nick’s honor by Michael Jake, Jr.  Nick became a mentor and good friend to Michael 

when he played organ for St. Mary’s Church in his high school years.  Thank you    

Michael for your kind expression of thanks to your good friend.�

�

Deacon Jim Rose and Father Phil will conduct this service and all are welcome to    

attend.  Social distancing will be adhered to by all non family members.�



                Outreach Services�
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AA Helpline:                                                                             1�800�640�7545�

Al�Anon �� Friends & Family of those addicted                       1�800�339�9006�

Bread Basket of NEPA                                                                 570�343�2324�

Consumer Credit Counseling Service                                       1�800�602�2227�

Catholic Social Services Wilkes Barre                                         570�822�7188�

�            Scranton                                               570�207�2283�

Greater Pittston Food Pantry (St. John’s/Seton)                           570�654�9923�

National Hotline for Abortion Recovery                                   1�866�482�5433�

PA 24�Hour Child Abuse Hot Line                                           1�800�932�0313�

Pennsylvanians for Human Life, W�B Chapter                            570�826�1819�

Rachel’s Vineyard�Post Abortive Healing                                1�877�467�3463�

St. Joseph’s Center�Mother Infant Program                                 570�207�6677�

Annual Appeal �               Community Events�

The Avoca Food Pantry is open on the 1

st

 and 3rd 

Thursday of every month for  anyone in need. Pickups 

can be made @�4:00PM at the rear of the Bethel United 

Methodist Church, 532 Main St. distribute food 

from� 1:30PM.  Come join us and your help will be     

greatly appreciated! We are a community  helping one   

another in need.� ��

     Al�Anon meetings are held every Thursday night at 7 PM, at 

the Brick United Methodist church on Foote Ave., 

Duryea.� This is an anonymous 12�step program of recovery for 

families and friends of addicts & alcoholics.  There are no dues 

or fees and meetings last   approximately one hour and are open 

to anyone.�

Just in time for the holiday season, Queen of the      

Apostles Parish has opened a virtual store with Mad 

Tees. The store includes several different items with the 

parish logo and/or name on it.  Orders, which  take   two  

weeks to complete, can be placed at                                        

https://stores.inksoft.com/queen_of_theapostles/shop/

home.  For  more information, please call the par ish 

office at 570�457�3412.  Please note that our church    

benefits monetarily from items sold.  Since our       

fundraising funds have been reduced greatly due         

to Covid  restrictions,  every little bit would help in     

trying to replenish them.  We would like these items 

to remain available for the winter season which will 

be possible based on volume of orders.  Thank you 

for all you can do to help.�

Virtual Grief Support Group�

Winter and the post�holiday season can be difficult times to 

navigate grief, particularly during an ongoing period of    

social distancing. � Please consider joining the virtual grief 

support group offered by Cathedral of Saint Peter Parish in 

Scranton.�  Anyone is welcome; you do not have to be a 

member of the parish to participate. The group will convene 

online, Wednesday evenings 6:30 to 7:30. �The dates of the 

virtual meetings will be January 6, 13, 20 and 27. �For more 

information please contact Deacon Ed Shoener at 570�814�

5133 or the parish office at 570�344�7231.�

Psalm 32:8�9� � "I will instruct you and teach you in the way 

you should go; I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 

Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no           

understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they 

will not come to you." �
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�

Monday� � December 21 ~ St. Peter Canisius�

8:00 AM� � Kerri Durkin Valenti� �

� � By M/M Francis Regan�

�

Tuesday� � December 22�

8:00 AM� � Albert Wanyo�

� � By M/M G. Wanyo�

�

Wednesday� � December 23�

7:00 PM� � Thomas & Kathryn Brogan�

�   � � By Shawn, Stacy and Susan�

�

Thursday� � December 24 ~ Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord�

2:00 PM� � Parishioners Intentions�

�

5:00 PM� � Parishioners Intentions�

� � �

Friday� � December 25 ~ Nativity of Our Lord�

10:00 AM� � Parishioners Intentions�

�

Saturday� � December 26 ~ St. Stephen, The First�

� �    Martyr�

4:00 PM� � Frank & Rose Franceschelli�

� � By Family�

�

Sunday� � December 27 ~ The Holy Family of Jesus, �

� �    Mary and Joseph�

8:00 AM� � Frank Creedon�

� � By Family�

10:00 AM� � Parishioners Intentions�

 

 Ministry  

Schedule 

     for the  

       Week 

Sacramental Bread & Wine�

throughout December in loving memory of the�

Joseph Cherra, Sr. & Dionne Kleback�

by Helen Cherra & Family�

*********************************************�

  Sanctuary Candle�

in loving memory of�

Mary & Tom Bennie�

by Family�

*********************************************�

Sacred Heart Shrine�

in loving memory of�

Joseph Gilroy�

by Mary Janet Gilroy�

*********************************************�

Sanctity of Life Memorial�

in loving memory of�

John Kuchinski�

by Kathy & Paul Franceschelli�
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�

Queen of the Apostles�

 Parish Hall Reservations�

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, our Parish Hall has been 

closed since March 15th.  Strict CDC guidelines have forced us 

to cancel and suspend  ALL rentals and events since then, and 

this will need to continue for the time being. We  will   not be 

accepting any new  reservations and if you have  something 

scheduled, we will be contacting you.  We will continue to   

revisit this issue as rules and regulations change.  The safety 

and well being of our parishioners and guests is our top       

priority. We apologize for this inconvenience, and if you have 

any    questions, please call  Paul at  #570�430�9015. Thank you 

for your understanding!�

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS�

Masses for the 2021 Calendar Year are now available. We also 

have openings for Sanctuary Light, Sacred Heart Shrine, & 

Sanctity of Life Memorials. Each of these run for 1 week.  The 

donation for the Light and Shrine memorial are $15, and the  

Sanctity of Life Memorial and daily masses are $10.00.  Please 

call the Parish Office to schedule these items for your loved ones.�

Eternal Rest Grant unto her, O Lord!  May she 

rest in the peace of the Lord! Please pray for the 

soul of Marie Dooner. The parish community of 

Queen of the Apostles offers sympathy to her    

family and friends.�
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YUSCHOVITZ
BUILDING AND REMODELING

AVOCA, PA
JOHN YUSCHOVITZ • 570-457-1284

DIANE YUSCHOVITZ • 570-594-6282

PROUD SPONSOR

bankatfidelity.com • 570.342.8281 | 800.388.4380

Kiesinger Funeral Services, Inc. for your peace of mind
Traditional & Contemporary Funeral Services • Advanced Planning • Serving All Faiths

Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director - Supervisor
We specialize in providing professional, comforting, one-on-one attention in your time of need.

Handicapped and Wheelchair Accessible • Ample Off Street Parking255 McAlpine St., Duryea 570-457-4387

HEATING • COOLING
CONTROLS • DESIGN

100 State Hwy., Moosic, PA 18507
Voice: (570) 451-0140 • Fax: (570) 451-0150

mtroy@troymechanical.com
MICHAEL TROY

  570-383-3257 • 570-654-3441
  1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY. | www.FalconOilpa.com

**Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil**
“Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price” / It’s Our Service That Makes The Difference

FUEL OIL DEALERS

Gregory A. Timonte Proprietor
You make the memories of a lifetime

We make them last forever 
DUPONT MONUMENT SHOP INC.

273 Main, Dupont, PA 18641
PH-570-654-0561  FAX-570-883-0380

email: dupontmonuent@aol.com
www.Dupontmonumentshop.com

Linda Tomlinson, 
Proprietor

Tomlinson Floral & Gift
“Special Creations for Special People”
509 S. Main St., Old Forge, PA 18518
(570) 457-1790 • Find us on Facebook!

THIS SPACE IS

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

 Carlo A. LaMonica
 Attorney at Law
 • Probate & Estate Administration
 • Estate Planning
 • Powers of Attorney
 • Advance Health Care Directives
 • Estate & Inheritance Taxes
 • Veterans Disability Claims
Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.

Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

(570) 751-1571 • www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com
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Russomano Cleaning Service’s
For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning needs.

Call and book your 
Fall cleaning today! 

570-947-4368 

What’s in your water?
Water is the single, most important ingredient to life. When 

you want the purest water, remember Odak! 
A locally owned company servicing your water 

filtration needs since 1979. 
Say goodbye to bottled water with our K500 drinking water system  
cost effective, environmentally friendly, convenient & guaranteed!

Free basic installation for all church parishioners.
CALL NOW! 1-888-901-ODAK • odak.com

LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE


