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Queen of the Apostles Parish

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Parish Family,
“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” This
certainly does not apply to Jesus’ disciples in Mark’s
Gospel. Three times Jesus warned them that he would suffer and be
put to death, then rise to glory. Each time the disciples made it clear
that they did not want to hear that kind of talk. Peter rebuked him,
James and John chose to focus on being seated with him in glory,
and the other disciples just argued over who was the
greatest. Today we hear what happens when they are faced with the
cross. Judas betrays him. Peter, James and John fall asleep as he
prays. Peter denies him. One of his followers, who no doubt had
once been told to leave everything behind to follow him, literally
leaves absolutely everything behind … to run away naked. The
going got tough and the disciples fled. Those who honored
him when he rode into Jerusalem abandoned him before the
cross. Jesus’ disciples were decidedly not heroes. They were
flawed human beings  as are we. They made the wrong choices 
as we do. But we see Peter break down and weep as soon as he
realizes he has done exactly what he swore he would not do. This
Lent we may have fallen. We may have turned away. Today we
pray for the strength to get up, to turn back to accompany our Lord
on the way to the cross. This is the way to which we are
called. How might we have let down the Lord? What might we be
called to do differently?
Today, Palms will be blessed near the sanctuary due to
Covid19. There will be no processions this Palm Sunday. After the
blessing the Palms will be placed on the ramp porch exit. The
blessed Palms will be left there for parish members to pick up on
their way out of the church or during the day.
Palm Sunday is our entry into the most sacred week of the year,
when the Church celebrates the Paschal Mystery. Passover begins
today for the Jews. We are not play acting what happened almost
two thousand years ago, but making a personal commitment,
acclaiming Jesus today as the One who comes in the name of the
Lord to bring us new life in God, winning for us salvation once and
for all by his suffering and death. Our Mass today signifies our
ascent with him and our willing participation in the act of his self
sacrifice on the cross. Today we remember the suffering and death
of the Lord as recorded in the Gospel of Saint Mark.
The Passion Gospel is read only twice each year, on Passion
Sunday and again on Good Friday. But even though we hear it read
rather infrequently, it is the core of our faith. We believe that Jesus
freely gave his life rather than renounce truth, goodness, or love. As
you go about this week reflect and share with others what you
would give up your life for or for whom would you give up your
life?

Here is a Palm Sunday Prayer: Jesus, we believe in you and
love you. Thank you for offering your life freely for me. Help
me now to overcome sin and failure and to love more fully. May
the grace that you offer me now through the action of the Holy
Spirit guide me to know your will for me. Transform my heart,
I pray, so that I can hear your call more clearly as you invite me
to the goodness, truth and love for which you gave your
life. Draw me near to my sisters and brothers who also hear
your voice so that together we will have the courage to live and
die as you have for others. Amen

Remember, Confession in the Church each Lenten Monday from
5:30pm to 7pm. The church will be warm, lit, the Blessed
Sacrament will be on the Altar and I will be in the confessional
ready to receive any who come. Remember, “The Light is on for
you.” Confessions are also heard before the Wednesday evening
liturgy.
Thank you for all you are and all you do. God bless you and see
you in Church, Fr. Phil
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Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Word: Today’s first readings foreshadows
what comes later. Isaiah’s Suffering Servant continues to
preach to those who are weary and hopeless despite the abuse
he receives from his adversaries. Saint Paul, in the second
readings, attests to Jesus’ sacrifice and victory. In the Passion,
we hear Saint Mark’s account Jesus’ final hours before his
death on the cross. Listening to the word of God today, let us
echo the words of the centurion upon Jesus’ death: “Truly this
man was the Son of God!”

Although the Eucharist will not be exposed on the altar on
Tuesday from 8:30 am  8:00 PM the church will still be open
on this day for individual private adoration. Eucharistic
Adoration will be held from 7:00  8:00 PM. The Knights
of Columbus will pray the Rosary for Life every second
Sunday of the month. Also a Praise & Worship
Service will be held on April 11 due to Easter
4:005:30 pm. This includes Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament & Benediction. The Across
the Waters Group will perform for the Sunday
Service.


Palm Sunday: Sunday, 
March 28  8:00 am & 10:00 am.
Palms will be available outside on
Ramp Door Porch.
Light On for You: Monday
from 5:30 pm  7:00 pm. Exposi
tion of the Blessed Sacrament
during this time.
Chrism Mass: Tuesday, Mar ch
30, broadcasted live from St.
Peter’s Cathedral, 4:00 pm.
Holy Thursday: Apr il 1, Mass
of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 pm
with procession to Repository.
The Church will be open until
10:00 pm.
Good Friday: Apr il 2, Litur gy
of the Passion and Death of the
Lord at 1:30 pm. There will be
no Living Stations.
Blessing of Baskets: Apr il 3 @
Noon and 4:00 pm in Church
Holy Saturday: April 3 @ 8:00 pm
Easter Sunday Masses: April 4,
8:00 am & 10:00 am. Resurrection
Service @ 9:45 am
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Parish News






Queen of the Apostles
Avoca, Pa
Christmas in July Pot of Gold

Within a few weeks, we will begin selling Christmas in
July Pot of Gold tickets as our next fundraiser. Tickets will
be $10 and prizes will be based on the evening Pick 3 Daily
number. Prizes will be awarded beginning July 1st. Daily
prized will be $75 and $250 will be awarded every Sunday,
beginning July 4th. Tickets can be purchased by calling
the Parish Office. We will let you know as soon as the
tickets arrive, and once again, we thank you for your
support.
Cardinal John J O’Connor
Knights of Columbus Council
Queen of the Apostles has reestablished our Knights
of Columbus Council which was once operational at SS
Peter & Paul’s Parish. 
Please consider becoming a KNIGHT! Catholic men
18 years or older are welcome to join. Our goal is to be
an asset to our Pastor, Parish and Community by lending
our assistance wherever needed. Contact
Grand
Knight Bob Ryzner @ 5708852096 for more
information. 
Meetings will be held every 4th Monday of the month
at the parish hall starting at 6:30 pm with the Rosary
and meeting to follow. 

March 28, 2021

Stewardship
03/21/21 Sunday Collection: $3,098.00
Thank you for your generous support!
PLEASE NOTE: There is a backlog in the Printing Department and the Post Office which is causing the delay in
March/April monthly envelopes being sent out. They are
working on the problem. Please use a plain white envelope
and mark where you want the money to go. Include your
name and envelope number if you have it. I will make sure
you will get proper credit. Sorry for the inconvenience and
thank you for continuing to support our Parish! 

Life, Family & Culture
“There is an everyday heroism, made up of gestures of
sharing, big or small, which build up an authentic culture of
life… Part of this daily heroism is also the silent but effective
and eloquent witness of all those ‘brave mothers who devote
themselves to their own family without reserve, who suffer in
giving birth to their children and who are ready to make any
effort, to face any sacrifice, in order to pass on to them the
best of themselves’… We thank you, heroic mothers, for your
invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust in God
and in his love. We thank you for the sacrifice of your
life” (The Gospel of Life 86). 


EASTER BASKET PROJECT:
The Social
Concerns/Respect Life Ministry baskets for those in
need will be blessed by Father Phil on Holy
Saturday, April 3 at 12:00 Noon. 

O u r H o l y Father’s Prayer Intention for April, 2021
Fundamental Rights We pr ay for those who r isk
their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in
democracies in crisis. 

Food Pantry Items for April
Instant Potatoes & Gravy
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Lenten Season

Community Prayer

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Walk Every Step with Christ
Holy Week is a week for being mindful. We must set loose
the baggage of Lent, and not be deterred by the dazzling sunrise
of Easter morning beckoning in the distance.
It’s okay for us to be excited for Easter. We’ve waited so
long, after all. In my opinion it’s one of the best feelings there is:
the yearning we have in our hearts for the Resurrection as we
embark on Palm Sunday. And in a purely logical sense, many of
us have Easter celebrations for which we are preparing, and
practical considerations to contend with. It’s going to be a busy
week, one likely full of happy distractions.
But my friends, we simply must keep our feet on the ground.
Let’s not “skip” Holy Week. Resist the urge to flip to the last
page of the book, to fastforward to the final scene of the movie.
Don’t rob yourself of the journey. This week is a blessed
opportunity. It is this week that teaches us who we are. In the
span of the Triduum, we have the birthday of the priesthood, the
institution of the Eucharist, the sacrifice on Calvary and so many
other vivid and meaningful scenes.
It may sound strange, to advise someone to savor the
moments of Holy Week. There are so many violent and
heartrending moments, after all. But this is the valley of tears,
remember ² we are not in Heaven yet. And here, in our fallen,
sinfilled world, it is the heartrending moments that seem to
matter the most.
These are the moments that define us as Catholics. Live
them. Cherish them. Be present for each one.
² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Road to Resurrection
This year the Road to Resurrection has been held each
Wednesday during Lent at Our Lady of the Eucharist
Parish, 535 North Main St., Pittston at 8:00 am. The
following is the last scheduled Wednesday Mass:
March 31
The Homilist will be Father Paul McDonnell, OSJ 
The Mass will be livestreamed via parish facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH and
then posted to the parish website at https://eucharist
pittston.org/ Reservations will not be necessary.

He grew up like a sapling
before him, like a shoot from
the parched earth; He had no
majestic bearing to catch our
eye, no beauty to draw us to
him.
He was spurned and avoided
by men, a man of suffering,
knowing pain, Like one from
whom you turn you face,
spurned, and we held him in
no esteem.
Yet it was our pain that he
bore, our sufferings he
endured. We thought of him
as stricken, stuck down by
God and afflicted,
But he was pierced for our
sins, crushed for our iniquity.
He bore the punishment that
make us whole, by his
wounds we were healed. 
We had all gone astray like
sheep, all following our own
way; But the Lord laid upon
him the guilt of us all.
Though harshly treated, he
submitted and did not open
his mouth; Like a lamb led to
the slaughter or a sheep silent
before shearers, he did not
open his mouth.



Community Events
St. Barbara’s Parish Lenten Food Sale
St. Barbara’s Parish, Exeter will conclude their Lenten Food
Sale on Good Friday, April 2nd by offering Potato Pancakes
ONLY. They will be sold for $1.00 each, cash only and no
preorders. The sale will begin at 12 noon and run until
6pm. All CDC guidelines for social distancing and wearing
masks will be strictly followed. 

AlAnon meetings are held every Thursday night at 7 PM,
at the Brick United Methodist church on Foote Ave.,
Duryea. This is an anonymous 12step program of recovery
for families and friends of addicts & alcoholics. There are no
dues or fees and meetings last approximately one hour and are
open to anyone.
The Avoca Food Pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of ever y month for anyone in need. Pickups can
be made @ 4:00PM at the rear of the Bethel United
Methodist Church, 532 Main St. distribute food from1:30PM.
Come join us and your help will be greatly appreciated! We
are a community helping one another in need. 

Outreach Services
AA Helpline:
AlAnon  Friends & Family of those addicted
Bread Basket of NEPA
Consumer Credit Counseling Service
Catholic Social Services Wilkes Barre

Scranton
Greater Pittston Food Pantry (St. John’s/Seton)
National Hotline for Abortion Recovery
PA 24Hour Child Abuse Hot Line
Pennsylvanians for Human Life, WB Chapter
Rachel’s VineyardPost Abortive Healing
St. Joseph’s CenterMother Infant Program

18006407545
18003399006
5703432324
18006022227
5708227188
5702072283
5706549923
18664825433
18009320313
5708261819
18774673463
5702076677
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Monday  March 29
8:00 AM  Joseph Joyce 

 By Family

Tuesday  March 30
8:00 AM  Edward Ostrowski, Jr. (Anniv.)

 By Patty Strubeck & Family

Wednesday  March 31
7:00 PM  Joseph Casper
 
 By Wife, Catherine & Family

Thursday  April 1 ~ Mass of the Lord’s
Supper
7:00 PM  Francis Sladicka
 
 By Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry
 

Friday
 April 2 ~ Good Friday
1:30 PM  Liturgy of the Passion and
Death of Our Lord

Saturday  April 3 ~ Easter Vigil
8:00 PM  Parishioners Intentions

Sunday
 April 4 ~ Easter Sunday of
the Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 AM  Parishioners Intentions

9:45 AM  Resurrection Service
10:00 AM  Parishioners Intentions



Sacramental Bread & Wine
throughout April in loving memory of 
Deceased Members of the Paddock & Wojtkowiec Families
by Family
*********************************************
Sanctuary Candle
in loving memory
Bill McAndrew, Sr.
by Family
**********************************************
Sacred Heart Shrine
in loving memory of
Jim & Mollie Fela
by David McAndrew
**********************************************
Sanctity of Life Memorial
in loving memory of
Chris Nossavage
by Peg & Jim Krisiewicz




Ministry
Schedule

March 28, 2021

for the
Week

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS
There are limited amount of masses for the 2021 Calendar
Year available. We have several openings for Sanctuary Light,
Sacred Heart Shrine, & Sanctity of Life Memorials. Each of
these run for 1 week. The donation for the Light and Shrine
memorial are $15, and the Sanctity of Life Memorial and
daily masses are $10.00. Please call the Parish Office to
schedule these items for your loved ones.

Queen of the Apostles
Parish Hall Reservations

Beginning Friday, April 16, we would like to begin to
reopen our parish hall for small gatherings. We want to
start out with events such as Baby and Bridal Showers,
Funeral Luncheons, Christenings and First Holy
Communion Parties with a maximum capacity of 5075
people. We still must abide by the CDC guidelines which
include wearing masks and social distancing and catering is
required. If you have any questions, please call Paul at
#5704309015 or the Parish Office at #5704573412.

PRESSURE WASHING - RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
SNOW REMOVAL - SIDEWALKS / DRIVEWAYS
GRASS CUTTING - FALL CLEAN UP/LEAVES
Reasonable Prices • Free Estimates

570-417-1797

Gregory A. Timonte Proprietor
You make the memories of a lifetime
We make them last forever

DUPONT MONUMENT SHOP INC.

Russomano Cleaning Service’s
For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning needs.

273 Main, Dupont, PA 18641

Call and book your
Fall cleaning today!

email: dupontmonuent@aol.com
www.Dupontmonumentshop.com

570-947-4368

PH-570-654-0561 FAX-570-883-0380

Renee Puchalski • rpuchalski@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6453

YUSCHOVITZ
BUILDING AND REMODELING

PROUD SPONSOR

JOHN YUSCHOVITZ • 570-457-1284
DIANE YUSCHOVITZ • 570-594-6282

bankatfidelity.com • 570.342.8281 | 800.388.4380

Do you have a Retirement Income strategy?

Carmen Ferranti What are your options relating to social security?
Have you calculated your expenses in retirement?

CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®

AVOCA, PA

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
professional®
Financial Advisor / Financial Planner

570-963-2228
cferranti@financialguide.com

Do you have a Retirement Income strategy?

Carmen Ferranti What are your options relating to social security?
CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®

Have you calculated your expenses in retirement?

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
professional®
Financial Advisor / Financial Planner

570-963-2228
cferranti@financialguide.com

What’s in your water?
Water is the single, most important ingredient to life. When
you want the purest water, remember Odak!
A locally owned company servicing your water
filtration needs since 1979.

Say goodbye to bottled water with our K500 drinking water system
cost effective, environmentally friendly, convenient & guaranteed!
Free basic installation for all church parishioners.
CALL NOW! 1-888-901-ODAK • odak.com

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE

THIS SPACE IS
Linda Tomlinson,
Proprietor

Tomlinson Floral & Gift

“Special Creations for Special People”
509 S. Main St., Old Forge, PA 18518
(570) 457-1790 • Find us on Facebook!

Carlo A. LaMonica
Attorney at Law

• Probate & Estate Administration
• Estate Planning
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Health Care Directives
• Estate & Inheritance Taxes
• Veterans Disability Claims

Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

(570) 751-1571 • www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

		

FUEL OIL DEALERS

		

570-383-3257 • 570-654-3441

1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY. | www.FalconOilpa.com

**Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil**

“Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price” / It’s Our Service That Makes The Difference

HEATING • COOLING
CONTROLS • DESIGN

100 State Hwy., Moosic, PA 18507
Voice: (570) 451-0140 • Fax: (570) 451-0150

mtroy@troymechanical.com
MICHAEL TROY

Kiesinger Funeral Services, Inc.

for your peace of mind
Traditional & Contemporary Funeral Services • Advanced Planning • Serving All Faiths

Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director - Supervisor

255 McAlpine

We specialize in providing professional, comforting, one-on-one attention in your time of need.
St., Duryea Handicapped and Wheelchair Accessible • Ample Off Street Parking

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

570-457-4387

Queen of the Apostle Parish, Avoca, PA

04-0480

