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Queen of the Apostles
Rev. Phillip J. Sladicka, Pastor
Deacon James A. Rose
Parish Office
715 Hawthorne Street
Avoca, PA 18641
Hours: Mon CLOSED
Tues-Fri 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Phone: 570-457-3412
staff@queenoftheapostles.com
Website
queenoftheapostles.weconnect.com
Like Us On Facebook:
Queen of the Apostles Parish
Avoca, PA
On-line Bulletin
Seekandfind.com
Director of Faith Formation
Deborah Yuschovitz
570-457-1284
Anointing of the Sick
If anyone is seriously ill, been admitted
to the hospital, or wants a 1st Friday visit
please call the Parish Office.
Baptism
Sunday after 10:30AM Mass.
Call the parish office to make arrangements.
Marriage
Please call the Parish Office six months, before
setting your wedding date, to make an appt. with
the Pastor. Pre-Cana program is required.
Rite of Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays: 3:15 - 3:45 PM
Anytime upon request
Celebration of the Eucharist
Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:00 - 10:00 AM
Daily
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 8 AM
Wednesday: 7:00 PM*
*Followed by the Miraculous Medal Novena
First Friday
8:00 AM & 7:00 PM
Christian Initiation of Adults
Parish Office
570-457-3412
Committee Contacts

Parish Hall Manager

Paul Franceschelli - 570-430-9015

Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry
Ann Jake - 570-457-3521

Women’s Guild

Jeanette Gronski - 570-457-7804

MISSION STATEMENT
To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ
&
To Grow As Disciples of Jesus Christ

New Members are always Welcome!

715 HAWTHORNE STREET, AVOCA, PA 18641

Page Two

Queen of the Apostles Parish

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Parish Family, 
HAPPY EASTER! May Easter find us in joyous celebration
of the gift of God’s Son rejoicing in the glory, of the resurrection,
of the most Holy One! Remember that Easter is a season of
50 days. And, Divine Mercy Sunday completes the Octave of
Easter. Every day has been one celebration of Easter Sunday this
past week.
Happy Divine Mercy Sunday. During the Mass of
canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000, the year of the
Great Jubilee, Pope John Paul II proclaimed:"It is important then
that we accept the whole message that comes to us from the word
of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on
throughout the Church, will be called Divine Mercy Sunday."The
readings on that Sunday are always about mercy, trust and the
forgiveness of sins. By the words “the whole message,” the Holy
Father was referring to the connection between the “Easter
Mystery of the Redemption” ± the suffering, death, burial,
resurrection and ascension of Christ, followed by the sending of
the Holy Spirit ± and this Feast of Divine Mercy, on the Octave
Day of Easter. This feast adds so much more meaning to the
Easter celebrations. It was Jesus, Himself who asked for it to be
celebrated on this particular Sunday following Easter.
Reflecting on the Sunday gospel today we could say, “Poor
Thomas.” He misses one gathering and it turns out to be the one at
which Jesus makes his first postResurrection appearance. When
he returns, they tell him they have seen the Lord. Incredulous
Thomas. This must be some crazy collective delusion. He refuses
to believe Jesus is risen. Doubting Thomas. Not just a week later,
but thanks to this passage from John, for all time. But doubt is just
the first stop on the road to faith. All the disciples doubted at
first. None of them believed until they saw him, not at the tomb,
not on the road, not in the locked room. They first had to be
willing to accept what they could not prove, what was still
unknown; the apostles in Acts could not have known when they
sold their property and possessions that it would all work out. But
they were willing to believe that it would. Those who read the first
letter of Peter could not know that suffering through various trials
would eventually result in rejoicing with an indescribable and
glorious joy. So, in the end: Blessed Thomas. He has
modeled for us the first step to faith. How do we overcome doubt?
How
do
we
believe
what
we
cannot
see
or
prove? 
Well, we continue to pray for an end to this
pandemic. Prayers are working as we begin to see more and more
returning to church. I want to thank my servers Bob Janik, Bob
Ryzner and David Czar who helped during Holy week. I want to
thank my cantors Rocco Scaramastro, Deb Brady, and Veronica
Seber and Helen Lindner our Organist. Thank you Chrissy
Wastradowski for the video services and Jackie Galvin for making
the connection with You tube and our parish Facebook. And,
thank you to those who decorated the church so beautifully
especially Helen Brogan, Nancy Adomiak ,Paul and Kathleen
Franceschelli. Also, thank you Paul, John, Dylan and Dave for
moving and setting up the Altar area with each change of the Holy
Days. God bless you.
Thank you to all who sent Easter Cards, baked goods and
Easter gifts to the Rectory. Thank you to our RCIA team who
helped to welcome Bob Johnson to the Easter Sacraments of
Confirmation and First Eucharist. It was deeply appreciated.
Please continue to remember to drop off or mail in your
weekly contributions to the parish office during this time of special
need. The parish bulletins will be on line for any of you to
view. Thank you for all you are and all you do. God bless you
and perhaps I will see you in Church soon, Happy Easter, Happy
Divine Mercy Sunday, Fr. Phil

Avoca, PA 18641

Liturgy of the Word
Liturgy of the Word: Today’s Gospel features the story of
“doubting Thomas,” the apostle who refused to believe in the
risen Christ until he saw him with his own eyes. But let us
not overlook Jesus giving the Holy Spirit to the apostles,
telling them “whose sins you forgive are forgiven them.”
May we be a forgiving people, calling upon the Holy Spirit,
whom we received in baptism, to extend that divine mercy to
all in need of forgiveness, to all of us.

Although the Eucharist will not be exposed on the altar on
Tuesday from 8:30 am  8:00 PM the church will still be open
on this day for individual private adoration. Eucharistic
Adoration will be held from 7:00  8:00 PM. The Knights
of Columbus will pray the Rosary for Life every
second Sunday of the month. Also a Praise &
Worship Service will be held Sunday, April 11,
4:005:30 pm. This includes Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament & Benediction. The Across
the Waters Group will perform for the Sunday
Service.

Reflections
Divine Mercy Sunday

Question:
Where did the feast of Divine Mercy come from?
Answer:
If you were born well before the year 2000, you know the
feast of Divine Mercy has not always been celebrated in the
Church. In the early 1900s, a young Polish nun began
receiving private revelations. Jesus appeared to her during
her times of prayer, speaking a message of mercy and love
for the world. She received a set of prayers ² the Divine
Mercy Chaplet ² and the request to have a feast day
established to remind the Church of the mercy of God. St.
Faustina died in 1938, on the cusp of war and in the midst of
one of the most violent centuries in the history of the world.

Her story and her diaries began circulating in Poland and
beyond. It quickly became apparent that this was a holy
young women, and the cause for her canonization opened. In
the year 2000, she was canonized by the firstever Polish
pope, St. John Paul II. On her canonization day, he
established the second Sunday of Easter as Divine Mercy
Sunday, “a perennial invitation to the Christian world to
face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties
and trials that mankind with experience in the years to
come.”
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Queen of the Apostles
Avoca, Pa
Christmas in July Pot of Gold

The July Pot of Gold Tickets have arrived and will be
available at the Parish Office beginning April 1. Tickets
will be $10 and prizes will be based on the evening Pick 3
Daily number. Prizes will be awarded beginning July 1st.
Daily prized will be $75 and $250 will be awarded every
Sunday, beginning July 4th. Tickets can be purchased by
calling the Parish Office. We thank you for your support.
If you have previously received tickets from Ann Marie
Piccini and would like those numbers please let us know by
calling the parish office.
This Sunday, April 11 from 4:005:30 PM, Queen of the
Apostles Parish will have our monthly evening of Praise
and Worship with Michelle Lauren Siracuse and her
worship group Across the Waters in our Church. The
service will also be livestreamed on the Queen of the
Apostles Facebook Page.
Everyone is welcome to attend this inspirational service.

What’s happening nationally to protect the most vulnerable?
●The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has two
bodies committed to the influence of policies regarding child and
youth protection: the Committee on the Protection of Children and
Young People where all members are bishops, and the National
Review Board in which all members are lay people who have
elements of expertise in the field of child and youth
protection.
●There is a Victim Assistance Coordinator and Safe Environment
Coordinator in every diocese.
●The Annual Audit, currently conducted by Stone Bridge
Business Partners, evaluates the success of child and youth
protection procedures, and trainings throughout the audit year.
●Diocesan Review Boards are in place in every diocese to
review allegations of abuse and advise the bishop.
●All adult volunteers, clergy, and staff must receive safe
environment training.
●All children must receive safe environment training.


O u r H o l y Father’s Prayer Intention for April, 2021
Fundamental Rights We pr ay for those who r isk
their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in
democracies in crisis. 

Stewardship
03/28/21 Sunday Collection:
$6,695.00
04/04/21 Sunday Collection:
6,295.00
Easter to date:
8,637.00
Holy Land:
554.00
Easter Flowers:
604.00
(Because of the mail we apologize for any names that were
not included in the Memorial Sheet on Easter)
Thank you for your generosity!!

Life, Family & Culture
If you or someone you know has had an abortion, “be
assured that it is never too late to seek God’s forgiveness in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.”* Additionally, other
confidential, compassionate help is available. Select “Find
Help” from the menu on www.hopeafterabortion.org to find
the diocesan Project Rachel Ministry near you. USCCB
Secretariat of ProLife Activities *“Bridges of Mercy for
Healing after Abortion”

Thank you to the Social Concerns/Respect Life Ministry
who provided baskets for the needy of our parish and
community. Thank you to those who contributed to this
annual project. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Twenty five baskets were provided to families and
community members in need. We couldn’t have done it
without you. May the Blessing of the Easter Season be
upon you and your families!


Food Pantry Items for April
Instant Potatoes & Gravy
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Easter Season

Cursillo

Eye Has Not Seen

They say seeing is believing. But if you’ve ever ordered a
pair of pants online, you know that’s not always the case.
Whatever the photos promise us, what looked like a
perfectly nice shade of navy blue on our computer screens
comes in the mail as an unusual shade of blue green that
only appears in the giant box of Crayola crayons.

The Apostle Thomas, who couldn’t bring himself to accept
that Jesus had risen from the dead without seeing him, is
such an utterly relatable figure in the Gospels. Thomas is
still reeling from a loss ² not only of his good friend but his
Lord, who was taken prisoner and crucified before his eyes.
Thomas is guarding himself. He’s not believing the hype.
He’s going to be the only judge of what is real and what is
fiction.

Would any of us be any different? We’ve all had those
thoughts. Can we believe it all ² Jesus, salvation history,
the Eucharist ² when we haven’t seen it with our own two
eyes?

That’s when we need to remember that those two eyes were
absolutely positive they had ordered a pair of navy blue
pants. 

It’s easy for us to sit back stroking our chins in judgment at
Thomas, “you didn’t believe the testimony of your friends!”
But do we accept the testimony of our friends? The saints,
the popes, the Church fathers themselves?

Sometimes the things that are most worthy of believing
can’t be seen with the naked eye.

The Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of Scranton is
sponsoring the following programs. All are welcome.
Women’s Cursillo #73
October, 2021 
School of Leaders: Saturday, April 17, 2021, 9:30am,
Queen of the Apostles Parish, Avoca.
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 9:30am, Queen of the
Apostles Parish, Avoca, Pa

For further information, please visit the Cursillo website:
www.scrantoncursillo.homestead.com

² Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Diocesan Anniversary Mass for Couples
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera,
D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for
Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their
25th or 50th wedding anniversary in 2021 to a diocesan
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 6 at the
Cathedral of St. Peter. The Mass will begin at 2:30, and
attendance will require advance reservation.
To register for the celebration follow this link: https://
www.dioceseofscranton.org/parishlife/community/
marriage/enrichment/weddinganniversarymass
june62021/ . For questions or concerns, or if there are
issues registering online, please reach out to Jen Housel,
Director for Community and Family Development.
(jhousel@dioceseofscranton.org, 5702072213 x 1104).
AlAnon meetings are held every Thursday night at 7 PM, at
the Brick United Methodist church on Foote Ave.,
Duryea. This is an anonymous 12step program of recovery for
families and friends of addicts & alcoholics. There are no dues
or fees and meetings last approximately one hour and are open
to anyone.

The Avoca Food Pantry is open on the 1st and 3rd
Thursday of ever y month for anyone in need. Pickups can
be made @ 4:00PM at the rear of the Bethel United
Methodist Church, 532 Main St. distribute food from1:30PM.
Come join us and your help will be greatly appreciated! We
are a community helping one another in need. 

Parish Meetings: April, 2021
Women’s Guild

TUES

04/13/21

7:00 PM

RECTORY

Knights of Columbus

MON

04/26/21

6:30 PM

Parish Hall

Outreach Services
AA Helpline:
AlAnon  Friends & Family of those addicted
Bread Basket of NEPA
Consumer Credit Counseling Service
Catholic Social Services Wilkes Barre

Scranton
Greater Pittston Food Pantry (St. John’s/Seton)
National Hotline for Abortion Recovery
PA 24Hour Child Abuse Hot Line
Pennsylvanians for Human Life, WB Chapter
Rachel’s VineyardPost Abortive Healing
St. Joseph’s CenterMother Infant Program

18006407545
18003399006
5703432324
18006022227
5708227188
5702072283
5706549923
18664825433
18009320313
5708261819
18774673463
5702076677
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Monday  April 12
8:00 AM  Eleanor & Mickey Jake

 By Allardyce Family

Tuesday  April 13 ~ Pope St. Martin I
8:00 AM  Christina Nossavage 

 By Month’s Mind

Wednesday  April 14
7:00 PM  Robert Berlew
 
 By Pete & Maryann Jadus

Thursday  April 15 
8:00 AM  Margaret Orth
 
 By Month’s Mind
 

Friday
 April 16 
8:00 AM  Teddy Kerechuk

 By Family

Saturday  April 17 
4:00 PM  Jane Feeney

 By Mary Walsh

Sunday  April 18 ~ 3rd Sunday of Easter
8:00 AM  Parishioners Intentions

10:00 AM  Justin Burns

 By Maria Burns & Bob Houston



Sacramental Bread & Wine
throughout April in loving memory of 
Deceased Members of the Paddock & Wojtkowiec Families
by Family
*********************************************
Sanctuary Candle
in loving memory
Robert Berlew 
by Wife, Shirley
**********************************************
Sacred Heart Shrine
in loving memory of
Eleanor & Mickey Jake
by Mike & Ann Jake & Family
**********************************************
Sanctity of Life Memorial
in loving memory of
Ernie Renfer
by Mike & Ann Jake



Ministry
Schedule

April 11, 2021

for the
Week

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS
Masses for the 2021 Calendar Year available. We also have
openings for Sanctuary Light, Sacred Heart Shrine, &
Sanctity of Life Memorials. Each of these run for 1 week. The
donation for the Light and Shrine memorial are $15, and the
Sanctity of Life Memorial and daily masses are $10.00. Please
call the Parish Office to schedule these items for your loved
ones.

Queen of the Apostles
Parish Hall Reservations

Beginning Friday, April 16, we would like to begin to
reopen our parish hall for small gatherings. We want to
start out with events such as Baby and Bridal Showers,
Funeral Luncheons, Christenings and First Holy
Communion Parties with a maximum capacity of 5075
people. We still must abide by the CDC guidelines which
include wearing masks and social distancing and catering is
required. If you have any questions, please call Paul at
#5704309015 or the Parish Office at #5704573412.

PRESSURE WASHING - RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
SNOW REMOVAL - SIDEWALKS / DRIVEWAYS
GRASS CUTTING - FALL CLEAN UP/LEAVES
Reasonable Prices • Free Estimates

570-417-1797

Gregory A. Timonte Proprietor
You make the memories of a lifetime
We make them last forever

DUPONT MONUMENT SHOP INC.

Russomano Cleaning Service’s
For all your carpet and upholstery cleaning needs.

273 Main, Dupont, PA 18641

Call and book your
Fall cleaning today!

email: dupontmonuent@aol.com
www.Dupontmonumentshop.com

570-947-4368

PH-570-654-0561 FAX-570-883-0380

Renee Puchalski • rpuchalski@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6453

YUSCHOVITZ
BUILDING AND REMODELING

PROUD SPONSOR

JOHN YUSCHOVITZ • 570-457-1284
DIANE YUSCHOVITZ • 570-594-6282

bankatfidelity.com • 570.342.8281 | 800.388.4380

Do you have a Retirement Income strategy?

Carmen Ferranti What are your options relating to social security?
Have you calculated your expenses in retirement?

CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®

AVOCA, PA

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
professional®
Financial Advisor / Financial Planner

570-963-2228
cferranti@financialguide.com

Do you have a Retirement Income strategy?

Carmen Ferranti What are your options relating to social security?
CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®

Have you calculated your expenses in retirement?

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER
professional®
Financial Advisor / Financial Planner

570-963-2228
cferranti@financialguide.com

What’s in your water?
Water is the single, most important ingredient to life. When
you want the purest water, remember Odak!
A locally owned company servicing your water
filtration needs since 1979.

Say goodbye to bottled water with our K500 drinking water system
cost effective, environmentally friendly, convenient & guaranteed!
Free basic installation for all church parishioners.
CALL NOW! 1-888-901-ODAK • odak.com

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE

THIS SPACE IS
Linda Tomlinson,
Proprietor

Tomlinson Floral & Gift

“Special Creations for Special People”
509 S. Main St., Old Forge, PA 18518
(570) 457-1790 • Find us on Facebook!

Carlo A. LaMonica
Attorney at Law

• Probate & Estate Administration
• Estate Planning
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Health Care Directives
• Estate & Inheritance Taxes
• Veterans Disability Claims

Prepare For Your Future. Protect Your Family.
Schedule your FREE CONSULTATION today!

(570) 751-1571 • www.LaMonicaLawFirm.com

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

		

FUEL OIL DEALERS

		

570-383-3257 • 570-654-3441

1630 MAIN ST., BALKELY. | www.FalconOilpa.com

**Wholesale Distributor of Gasoline Fuel Oil**

“Call Today for Lowest Heating Oil Price” / It’s Our Service That Makes The Difference

HEATING • COOLING
CONTROLS • DESIGN

100 State Hwy., Moosic, PA 18507
Voice: (570) 451-0140 • Fax: (570) 451-0150

mtroy@troymechanical.com
MICHAEL TROY

Kiesinger Funeral Services, Inc.

for your peace of mind
Traditional & Contemporary Funeral Services • Advanced Planning • Serving All Faiths

Mark Kiesinger, Funeral Director - Supervisor

255 McAlpine

We specialize in providing professional, comforting, one-on-one attention in your time of need.
St., Duryea Handicapped and Wheelchair Accessible • Ample Off Street Parking

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

570-457-4387

Queen of the Apostle Parish, Avoca, PA

04-0480

