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SUNDAY'S  READINGS  
F I R S T  R E A D I N G : 
“As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean, 
    since he is in fact unclean. 
He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.”  
(Lv 13:8) 
 

P S A L M :  

I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the  
joy of salvation. (Ps 32) 
 

S E C O N D  R E A D I N G :  
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, 
    do everything for the glory of God. (1Cor 10:31) 

G O S P E L :  
Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand,  
    touched him, and said to him,  
    “I do will it. Be made clean.” 
The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean.  
(Mk 1:41-42)  

 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,  
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. ©LPi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11, 2024 
Sunday:     Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 11 (7)/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/
       Mk 1:40-45  
Monday:   Jas 1:1-11/Ps 119:67, 68, 71, 72, 75, 76/Mk 8:11-13  
Tuesday:   Jas 1:12-18/Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 18-19/Mk 8:14-21  
Wednesday:  Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13,  
       14 and 17/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18    
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 9:22-25  
Friday:       Is 58:1-9a/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19/Mt 9:14-15  
Saturday:  Is 58:9b-14/Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 5:27-32  
Next Sunday:  Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (see 10)/1 Pt 3:18-22/
       Mk 1:12-15 

LIVE-STREAM MASS FROM THE  
CATHEDRAL OF ST.  PATRICK 
The 9:00 am Sunday Mass is live-streamed from the Cathedral of 
St. Patrick in Norwich on their webpage: 
www.cathedralofsaintpatrick.org/Resources/Live-Stream 

 

H O L Y  C R O S S  C O M M U N I T Y  

REFLECT 
FIRST READING 
We hear how ancient Israel was concerned 
about purity laws and the spread of disease, 
such as leprosy. How do you support people  
in your life who are suffering from disease or  
isolation?   
  

SECOND READING 
Paul encouraged the Corinthians to be selfless 
and kind to each other as a practical way of  
living out their faith. Is there a friend or co-
worker who could benefit from your generosity 
toward them?     
 

GOSPEL 
The healed leper disobeyed Jesus’ command to 
remain silent and as a result, Jesus had to stay 
outside towns and in “deserted places.” How do 
you deal with people in your life who disappoint 
or frustrate you? 
   
©LPi 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
12:05 pm  St. Patrick: † Michael Keenan 

Requested by his wife and family 

6:00 pm  St. Michael—High Mass (Latin): † TBD 

7:00 pm  St. Patrick: † Lendley Kate Sampsel 
Requested by her family 

 St. Thomas More: † TBD 

F EBRUARY  15—THURSDAY: WEEKDAY 
7:00 am St. Michael: † Mem and Walt Banker 

Requested by the Crowley family 

12:05 pm  St. Patrick: † Michael Keenan 
Requested by the Pijar family 

7:00 pm St. Michael: † TBD 

F EBRUARY  16—F RIDAY :  WEEKDAY 
7:00 am St. Michael: † Madeline Kaiser 

Requested by her family 

8:00 am St. Mary: † Deceased Members of the Rufo Family 
Requested by their family 

12:05 pm  St. Patrick: † Michael Keenan 
Requested by the Rosary Group 

F EBRUARY  17—S ATURDAY :  WEEKDAY 
7:00 am St. Michael: † Lawrence Mazzocchi 

Requested by Mary Mazzocchi 

F EBRUARY  17—S ATURDAY  V IG IL :  F IRST  S UNDAY  OF  
LENT  

4:00 pm St. Michael: † Joseph F. Bonomo, Sr. and Helen M. 
Bonomo 
Requested by their children 

5:00 pm St. Patrick: † Janet Chapman 
Requested by Margaret Chapman 

 St. Thomas More: † John Rukstalis 
Requested by the Volack and Storey families 

5:30 pm St. Mary: † Alice Burdick 
Requested by her daughters 

F EBRUARY  18—S UNDAY :  F IRST  S UNDAY  OF  LENT  
7:00 am  St. Michael: † Thomas and Florence Crowley 

Requested by their family 

8:00 am  St. Mary: Parishioners 

8:30 am  St. Michael: † Christine Sebastianelli 
Requested by the Szewc family 

  St. Patrick: Parishioners 

10:00 am  St. Michael: † Amelia and Salvatore Musella 
Requested by their daughter 

10:15 am  St. Patrick: † Intentions of the Barscz and Wozniak  
Families 
Requested by Charlene Corkhill 

11:45 am  St. Michael—High Mass (Latin): † John and Margaret 
West 
Requested by their family 

F EBRUARY  10—S ATURDAY  V IG IL :  S IXTH  S UNDAY  IN  
ORDINARY  T IME  

4:00 pm St. Michael: † Anthony and Mary Drago 
Requested by their family 

5:00 pm St. Patrick: Parishioners 

 St. Thomas More: † Rita Whewell 
Requested by Maureen Karsten 

5:30 pm St. Mary: † TBD 

F EBRUARY  11—S UNDAY :  S IXTH  S UNDAY  IN   
ORDINARY  T IME  

7:00 am  St. Michael: Parishioners 

8:00 am  St. Mary: † Barbara James 
Requested by her sister, Judith Enos Bachand 

8:30 am  St. Michael: † The Maguire Children 
Requested by their sister 

  St. Patrick: † Kenneth Bartling 
Requested by Rocco and Deborah Tarulli 

10:00 am  St. Michael: † Ronald Swanson 
Requested by Jeanette McElrone 

10:15 am  St. Patrick: † Daniel Masakowski 
Requested by his wife, Yvonne 

11:45 am  St. Michael—High Mass (Latin): † Deceased  
Members of the Legion of Mary 
Requested by Carl Annino 

F EBRUARY  12—M ONDAY :  WEEKDAY 
7:00 am St. Michael: † Peter Mitchell 

Requested by Rose Marie Mitchell 

8:00 am St. Mary: † Antonio Leandro and Manuel Antonio 
Leandro 
Requested by Maria Teresa Leandro 

12:05 pm  St. Patrick: † Viola Balestracci 
Requested by Joan Balestracci 

F EBRUARY  13—TUESDAY: WEEKDAY 
7:00 am St. Michael: † Eduardo and Jose Pacheco 

Requested by their sister 

8:00 am St. Mary: † Maria Simao 
Requested by the Reynolds family 

12:05 pm  St. Patrick: † Joseph Giomblanco 
Requested by his family 

F EBRUARY  14—WEDNESDAY :  ASH WEDNESDAY  
7:00 am St. Michael: † Connie and Bill Kmetz 

Requested by the Crowley family 

8:00 am St. Mary: † Dorothy Travers 
Requested by Judith Enos Bachand 

11:00 am St. Michael: † Skip Thavenet 
Requested by the faculty and staff of St. Michael 
School 

 



Electronic Funds Transfer 
For your convenience, the churches of St. Mary, St. Michael 
and St. Thomas More offer the option of Electronic Funds 
Transfer (EFT) for your weekly offering. For more info, email 
Amy Bennett at abennett@stmichaelpawcatuck.com. 

 Saint Mary 

 

Sunday Mass 
 5:30 pm (Saturday), 8:00 am 

Weekday 
 8:00 am Monday—Friday 
 except Thursday 

Saint Michael 

 
 

Sunday Mass 
   4:00 pm (Sat.), 7:00 am,  
   8:30 am, 10:00 am, 11:45 am  
   (Traditional Latin Mass) 
Weekday Mass 
 7:00 am Monday—Saturday 

Confessions 
 3:00—3:45 pm Saturday 

Saint Thomas More 

    
 

Sunday Mass 
 5:00 pm (Saturday)  

 

Parish Office and Mailing Address:  
 60 Liberty Street 

 Pawcatuck, CT 06379 
860-599-5580 phone · 860-599-8079 fax 

stmichaelpawcatuck.com 
Very Rev. Dennis M. Perkins, Pastor  

  frperkins@stmichaelpawcatuck.com 
Rev. Jeffrey R. Ellis, Parochial Vicar 

  frellis@stmichaelpawcatuck.com 
Anita Kapolowicz, Secretary  

  akapolowicz@stmichaelpawcatuck.com 
Amy Bennett, Bookkeeper 

  abennett@stmichaelpawcatuck.com 
Crystal Wilcox, Director of Religious Education 

  cwilcox@stmichaelpawcatuck.com 

ST. MICHAEL CEMETERY 
Single graves, as well as two, three, and four-grave lots are  
available in St. Michael Cemetery. Cost is $1,400 per grave. 
For more information, please contact Fr. Perkins at:  
(860) 599-5580 or frperkins@stmichaelpawcatuck.com. 

STEWARDSHIP 
ST. MARY · ST. MICHAEL · ST. THOMAS MORE 
 

February 4, 2024 
Weekly Offertory ____________________ $ 9,847.33 
EFT _______________________________ $ 5,105.43 
Kitchen and Steeple __________________ $ 140.00 
Rice Bowl __________________________ $ 135.00 
Cemetery __________________________ $ 75.00 
 

 

          Thank you for your generous support. 

H O L Y  C R O S S  C O M M U N I T Y  
 
 
  

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Barbara Arenth, Keelin Arseneault, Dale Barile,  
Jason Bennet, Michael Botello, The Botello Family,  

Lauren Brant, Michael Brennen,  
Michael Burrough, Ginger Colman, Gwen Coughlin,  

Russell Coupland, Robbie Damask, Douglas Delaney,  
Rev. Giles Dimock, Carly Domer, Alfred Fratoni,  
John Fratoni, Barbara Fuller, Gerry Gianutsos,  

Thomas Harrison, Karen Hess, Margaret Hickey,  
Francesca Kinnecom, Martha Kowack, Paul Kowack,  

Helen Lauterio, Ledyard Lewis, Sean Madden,  
William Martley, George McCullen, Keith McGrath,  

David Motherway, Joseph Pacheco, 
 Nancy Pampel, Glenda Panciera, Maria Parkinson,  

Brenda Pavo, Michael Quick, Kendra Richard, 
Raoul Roy, Judy Schiller, Barbara Smith,  

Brandon Smith, Kimberly Theadore 

Please pray for those who serve our country. 
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A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH THE MASS 
5 Week Video Presentation 
The words, the gestures, and the rituals of the Mass are 
rich in meaning. Everything we say and do in the Liturgy is 
steeped in biblical language. A Biblical Walk Through the 
Mass explores the extraordinary biblical roots of the  
Liturgy and reveals what it all means and why it all matters. 
This fascinating tour of the Mass will renew your faith and 
deepen your love for and devotion to the Holy Eucharist.  
Two Sessions: Mondays: February 19, 26, March 4, 11 and 
18 at 6:30pm in the St. Michael Church Hall OR 
Tuesdays: February 20, 27, March 5, 12, and 19 at 9:00am 
in the St. Mary Church Hall. 
Each participant will receive an accompanying book and 
workbook. Please register by Monday, February 12th, to 
ensure that we have enough materials for everyone. To 
register or for more information please contact Fr. Ellis 
at frellis@stmichaelpawcatuck.com. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
The Knights of Columbus Nina Council #43 holds regular 
meetings on the second Monday of every month. The next 
meeting is on Monday, February 12th, at 6:00 pm in the 
St. Mary Church Hall. Please call Grand Knight Kevin Batzle 
at 860-861-2679 or Deputy Grand Knight Jim O’Boyle at 
860-535-2222 for further information. 

ROSARY AND BENEDICTION 
Sunday, February 11th, 4:00pm at St. Mary Church 
The Our Lady of Fatima Society will pray the rosary the 
second Sunday of February at St. Mary Church.  

 
 
  

LENTEN SCHEDULE 2024 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH 
Mass and Distribution of Ashes 

7:00am U St. Michael 
8:00am U St. Mary 
11:00am U St. Michael 
6:00pm U St. Michael (Latin Mass) 
7:00pm U St. Thomas More 

 

DAILY MASS 
7:00am Monday—Saturday U St. Michael 
8:00am Monday—Friday (except Thurs.) U St. Mary 
7:00pm Thursday U St. Michael 

 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
6:00—7:00am Mon., Wed. & Fri. U St. Michael 
6:00—7:00pm Thursday U St. Michael 
 

8:30—10:00am First Friday, March 1st U St. Mary 
 

CONFESSIONS 
3:00—3:45pm Saturday U St. Michael 
4:15—4:45pm Saturday U St. Thomas More 
6:15—6:45am Sunday U St. Michael 
7:15—7:45am Sunday U St. Mary 
11:00—11:30am Sunday U St. Michael 
 

7:30—8:15am First Saturday, March 2nd U St. Michael 
7:30—11:30am Saturday, March 9th U St. Michael 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS & BENEDICTION 
7:00pm Friday U St. Mary 

LENTEN FOOD DRIVE FOR THE PNC 
There will be a Lenten Food Drive for the Pawcatuck 
Neighborhood Center. Requests include: cereal, canned 
fruit, Spam and soup. Please no glass jars. Items can be 
dropped off at church between February 17th through 
March 3rd. Thank you for your generosity! 

SWEET BREAD FUNDRAISER FOR SMS 
The Daughters of Isabella will have a Portuguese Sweet 
Bread Fundraiser for St. Michael School and Sacred Heart 
School. Loaves are $8.00. The last day to order is March 
21st. Pick up will be at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 43 
Hatch Street in Mystic on Wednesday, March 27th, from 
1:00—3:00pm, and Thursday, March 28th, from 9:00am—
1:00pm. Please make checks payable to the Daughters of 
Isabella. Call or email Joan Balestracci at 860-536-2308 or 
joanbalestracci@gmail.com or Irene Romanella at 860-536-
0453. Thank you! 



H O L Y  C R O S S  C O M M U N I T Y  

 

Sunday Mass:  
 5:00 pm (Sat. Vigil), 8:30 am and 10:15 am 

Weekday Mass: 
 12:05 pm Monday — Friday except Weds. 

Confessions:  
 4:00 pm — 4:45 pm Saturdays 

   5:00 pm — 6:00 pm First Monday of month 
 

 Rev. Kevin M. Reilly, Pastor 
 Sonya Manley, Parish Secretary 
  secretary@saintpatrickmystic.org 
 Richard Georgetti, RCIA Coordinator 
 Elizabeth Limkemann, Organist 
 Richard Schumacher, Choir Director 

Saint Patrick Church 
32 East Main Street, Mystic, CT 06355 

Office: 860-536-1800 

stpatrickmystic.org 

STEWARDSHIP  
 

January 28, 2024 
Offertory _________________________  $5,053.00  
EFT  _____________________________  $1,195.00 
 

Capital Campaign Paid to Date________  $3,969,892.70  
Capital Campaign Gift & Pledge Totals  _  $4,579,348.15 
 

            We are grateful for your generous support! 

 
 
  

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
     On Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2024, our parish with 
parishes across the Diocese of Norwich is beginning a  
program of prayer and sacrifice called Operation Rice Bowl.   
     For 51 years, Operation Rice Bowl has helped to feed  
the hungry poor. Through Operation Rice Bowl — a  
program of prayer, fasting, learning, and giving — what  
you give up for Lent can give hope to the poorest of the 
poor. Operation Rice Bowl is sponsored by Catholic Relief 
Services and the Diocese of Norwich.   
     Money saved during Lent is then brought to the parish 
family Rice Bowl on Palm Sunday, March 24, 2024. 75% 
of Operation Rice Bowl funds will feed the hungry poor  
overseas, the remaining 25 percent will be used in the  
diocese to feed the needy. This Lent, gather in prayer and 
sacrifice as a family to pray and to care for the hungry poor. 

SHARE-A-DAY FOR GIRLS 
The Sisters of Charity will be having a Share-A-Day for girls 
in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 on Saturday, Feb. 17th, from 9:30am 
to 6:30pm at the Holy Family Motherhouse, 54 West Main 
Street, Baltic, CT 06330. The theme is "Lent is preparing for 
Easter." No charge and meals are included. This special day 
includes recreation, talks, activities and prayers with the  
Sisters. Call (860) 822-8241 or e-mail srmaryjacinta@ 
gmail.com.  

2024 Lenten Mass Times and Reconciliation 
Ash Wednesday, February 14th 
     12:05pm and 7:00pm Masses 
Weekday Masses during Lent 
     12:05pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Mondays during Lent 
     5:00pm—6:00pm Confessions  
Fridays during Lent 
     7:00pm Stations of the Cross, Confessions to follow 
Saturdays during Lent (usual Mass time) 
     4:00—4:45pm Confessions; 5:00pm Mass 
Sundays during Lent (usual Mass times) 
     8:30am and 10:15am Masses 
Tuesday, March 26th  
     10:30am Chrism Mass at the Cathedral in Norwich  
Holy Thursday, March 28th 
     7:00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Good Friday, March 29th 
     3:00pm Passion, Confessions to follow  
     7:00pm Stations of the Cross, Confessions to follow 
Holy Saturday, March 30th 
     8:00pm Easter Vigil Mass 
Easter Sunday, March 31st 
     8:30am and 10:15am Masses 
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Saint Michael  
 

at 

 131 West Broad Street 
 Pawcatuck, CT 06379 

860-599-1084 phone · 860-599-8079 fax 
stmichaelschoolct.com 

 

St. Michael School, a ministry of the Catholic Churches  
of Stonington and North Stonington, is committed to  

engaging students in a program of Christian formation  
characterized by a challenging and enriching Catholic  

Classical Curriculum in a nurturing environment.  
 

  Amy Babcock, Principal  

                     ababcock@stmichaelschoolct.com 

               Beth Lawrence, Secretary  

                     blawrence@stmichaelschoolct.com 
  

For information or to arrange a visit, please contact:  
Amy Babcock, Principal—860-599-1084 

“Like” St. Michael School on  
Facebook at facebook.com/smsct 

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL FAMILY DANCE  

 
St. Michael School offers a challenging  
Catholic Classical Curriculum in a nurturing 
environment. Financial assistance is  
available so that a Catholic education is  
accessible to all.  

     To culminate Catholic Schools Week and to commemo-
rate our 150th anniversary, St. Michael School celebrated 
with a family dance at the Westerly Armory last Saturday 
night. Everyone enjoyed a delicious pasta dinner prepared 
by our PTO, then parents and their children danced the  
night away! 
     It was such a fabulous time shared by so many of our  
St. Michael School families, we are looking forward to  
keeping this tradition going! 



H O L Y  C R O S S  C O M M U N I T Y  

 
 

 
It was pity that moved the heart of Jesus to heal the leper. He worked this miracle because the leper, in his faith, 
boldly asked him to. Have that same courage in approaching God with your needs. Have that same faith in His power 
to heal. @LPi 

LIVE THE LITURGY  

      

Blessed Imelda Lambertini 
(1322-1333) was born into 
nobility in Bologna, Italy. 
Her parents recognized her 
extraordinary spiritual gifts 
early on and, when Imelda 
asked to live with the  
Dominican sisters, they 
agreed and enrolled her 
into the Dominican  
convent of Val di Pietra 

when she was only nine years old. 
     From the moment she entered the convent, Imelda  
developed a love for the Mass and the Eucharist although, 
according to the tradition of the time, she was considered 
far too young to receive it. Despite being denied her first 
Communion, she would spend hours in prayer and Eucharis-
tic adoration, frequently begging her superiors to allow her 
to receive the Eucharist. Sometimes, while in prayer, she 
was known to enter deep states of contemplation.  
     In May of 1333, on the Feast of the Ascension, young 
Imelda experienced a remarkable and public event following 
Mass. As she knelt in prayer, a Eucharistic miracle unfolded 
before everyone’s eyes. The sacred Host miraculously lifted 
into the air and suspended directly above her, shining a radi-
ant light onto her. This miracle, witnessed by the sisters as 
well as by the priest who was celebrating Mass, persuaded 
her superiors to allow her to finally receive Communion.  
     As the story goes, Imelda was allowed to stay in the  
chapel for a time to pray after the miraculous event but, 
when the sisters who went to collect her, they found that 
she had died. She was still kneeling in prayer with a smile on 
her face. They determined that she had died of pure joy. 
     Blessed Imelda is considered a model of childlike faith, 
exemplifying the importance of approaching Christ in the 
Eucharist with a pure heart and childlike joy.  
     Blessed Imelda, pray for us! 
©LPi 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
Blessed Imelda Lambertini 

Question: 
What is the difference between a “Saint” and 
a “Blessed”? 
 

Answer: 
The process of proclaiming someone as a saint  
in the Catholic Church has evolved over the  
course of many centuries. In the beginning,  
those honored as saints were almost exclusively 
biblical figures or martyrs. However, after the  
legalization of Christianity in the fourth century, 
new holy women and men came to be honored  
as saints, and this was often done by popular  
acclaim or by the local bishop or abbot. 
 
It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 
to 1241) who officially proclaimed that only the 
pope had the authority to add someone to the 
official list (the “canon”) of saints. This is the 
meaning of the word “canonization.” 
 
Today, the saint-making process includes several 
steps, including detailed studies of the person’s 
life and a recognition that they died as a martyr  
or lived a life of “heroic virtue.” Once someone is  
recognized as a martyr or if a miracle is attributed 
to their intercession, they will be beatified and  
honored as “Blessed.” This means that they can be 
celebrated by Catholics in a particular country or 
region or by the members of certain religious  
community. If another miracle occurs and is  
approved, then the “Blessed” is canonized and  
honored with the title “Saint,” meaning that they 
are now officially recognized as a universal model 
of holiness and an intercessor. 
 
©LPi 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION  
 
     Recently  
I had a skin 
rash, and it 
was awful. 
(Please don’t 
tell anyone.) I 
am embar-
rassed to ad-
mit that I did-
n’t handle it well. Complaining, whining, begging for sympa-
thy, and crying were my responses to the merciless itching 
and burning. In the aftermath, a silver lining emerged. I feel 
a new heartfelt sympathy for all those vexed with chronic 
skin problems. If you’ve ever had a seemingly unending skin 
problem, you know how that sympathy flows up from deep 
inside.  
     This gut-level compassion is something like what the 
Gospel describes in Jesus when the sore-covered leper says, 
“If you will it, you can make me clean.” At this, just before 
the healing, Jesus was “moved with compassion.” The 
Greek word used here is strong and earthy, closer to “his 
bowels and guts trembled with the deepest emotions of 
sadness, pity, and love.” In Jesus, God heals our infirmities 
not from a divine distance but by learning what it feels like 
to be us. He acquires first-hand experience of what it costs 
us to be afflicted and still be faithful to God. He sympathizes 
with the burning, itching, and blistering of human existence 
in the deepest, first-hand way. To discover that is to touch 
Jesus’ heart.  
     What in your life, right now, is breaking out like diseased 
skin? What is getting worse the more you try to soothe it? 
Perhaps only you feel it. Or maybe it’s exposed to all. A bad 
habit, broken relationship, loneliness, fear of failure, self-
hatred? Name it, and then find a way to bring it confidently 
to Jesus who will feel what we are feeling, and thereby heal 
us.  
    

— Father John Muir                                                         ©LPi      

 
 

 
(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC 

Sin and Loneliness 
 

When I was in high school, we read “The Metamorpho-
sis” by Franz Kafka. It’s a depressing little novella about  
a man who (spoiler alert!) turns into a cockroach and 
dies of neglect, his family gradually ceasing to recognize 
the creature he has become. 
 
“Never underestimate how badly human beings need 
touch,” our teacher told us. “Without each other, we  
curl up and die.” 
 
Our need for communion with each other is written  
into our biology — breathing and heart rate of newborns 
regulates when they lie against the skin of their mothers, 
and we instinctively reach out to embrace someone who 
has been wounded. But it is also written into our souls. 
Consider the early days of the pandemic, and the  
emotional starvation we all experienced, prevented  
from gathering in groups to worship, to celebrate and  
to mourn. And when we did encounter other people,  
we kept a mutual distance. “I feel like a leper,” we  
grumbled to our families when we returned home,  
because we finally understood it: the real tragedy of  
leprosy is not pain and disfigurement. The real tragedy  
of leprosy is loneliness.  
 
“If you wish, you can make me clean,” begged the leper 
as he knelt before Christ (Mark 1:40). He wasn’t begging 
for deliverance from pain and disfigurement. He was 
begging for deliverance from isolation.  
 
“If you wish, you can make me clean,” we beg God in 
confession, not because we are physically withering and 
dying but because we are so desperate to once again be 
held in His embrace.  
 
“Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand, touched 
him, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.’”  
— Mark 1:41 
 
 

Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman                                        ©LPi      

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said,  
“If you wish, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand,  

touched him, and said to him, “I do will it. Be made clean.”— Mk 1:40-41 
 

                   Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD 
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Heating Installation & Repair
Fuel Oil • Diesel • Kerosene

Gasoline • LP Gas
110 Oak Street, Westerly, RI 02891

401-596-4221
FAX 401-596-7510

Eugene Gencarelli, Jr.

GINGER’SGINGER’S
SERVICE STATION INC.

Serving Southern RI
And Eastern CT

Industrial 
Residential - Commercial
Fire Alarms & Generators

401-596-7799 Short-Term Rehabilitation 
and Skilled Nursing Care

Therapy programs at Avalon Health Center include:

Physical Therapy • Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy • Aquatic Therapy • Respite Care

A personalized approach to care 
PRIVATE ROOMS AVAILABLE • CHEF-PREPARED MEALS 

5-STAR RATED BY THE CENTER FOR MEDICARE SERVICES
A WARM, FRIENDLY, AND INTIMATE SETTING

For more information or to  
schedule a visit, call us at

860-572-5623
186 Jerry Browne Rd. Mystic, CT 06355

Steve Valavanis, Owner
Office 860-536-7633

Cell 860-857-1034
atlanticpainting7@comcast.net

Connecticut

CatholicMatch.com/CT
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ALENTI
FAMILY OF FINE

DEALERSHIPS
860-536-4931

www.bobvalenti.com

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR
Commercial • Industrial • Institutional

Paper • Janitorial • Food Service
Equipment • Provisions • Supplies
82 Mechanic St. Pawcatuck, CT 

860-599-3288
Fax: 860-599-3290

ConnRi
PAPER & SUPPLY CO., INC.

GAFFNEY-DOLAN
FUNERAL HOME

Edward J. Dolan (1930-2008) 
Edward J. Dolan, Jr. • Steven R. Dolan

Licensed Funeral Directors & Embalmers
Family Owned & Operated for Two Generations

59 Spruce Street, Westerly, RI 02891 401-596-2648

Compliments of

Scott’s 
Kennels

860-599-5172

NUTMEG
BUILDING &

REMODELING
LLC

Denise M Nott
CGR, CAPS, CGP - Owner

860-572-9606 (o)
860-449-4641 (c)

07,08,09,12,16 BAEC Remodeler of the Year
HIC # 0621850, NHC # 0013167, RI # 194372690

145 Leonard Drive
Groton, CT 06340

(860) 445-5660
www.lutherfence.com

14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT
860-536-4606

106 Main Street, Westerly, RI
401-596-0277

Aggregate Sales
Site Contractor • Site Development

Phone: (860) 629-6500
Fax: (860) 599-6090

cherenzia@cherenzia.com
Corporate Offices

99 Mechanic St., Pawcatuck, CT 06379
Mailing Address

PO Box 513 • Westerly, RI 02891

“Your favorite traveling store”

(401) 596-3522
(800) 852-8642

www.beasmiths.com

www.dinotofuneral.com

     860-536-2685
Family Owned 

Offering Traditional 
and Cremation Services

17 Pearl Street
 Historic Downtown Mystic

(2 Blocks West of Mystic Drawbridge)

Odd Jobs 
Landscaping

69 Gales ferry road, Groton, CT

Michael Hodge
hodge487@aol.com

The only number  
you need for all 

your yard and home 
improvement dreams!

860-884-5634

APPLE REHAB
M y s t i c

Built by Family for Families,
For over 50 Years!

• Long Term Care
• Orthopedic & Post Surgical Rehab
• Dementia & Respite Care
860.536.9655 • APPLE-REHAB.COM

28 Broadway Ave • Mystic, CT

LAND WORKS LLC

Commercial & Residential
860-287-0569

Salvatore F. Magliari, O.D.
Holly M. Misto, O.D.

Kathleen K. Abarr, O.D.
Sara N. Crussana, O.D.

Jessica R. Cherenza, O.D.
17 Wells St., Suite 101, Westerly, RI  

401 348-2020

Coastal 
Eye Associates

Chinese Take-Out Food in Mystic
We pride ourselves on serving  

delicious genuine Chinese dishes 
860-572-7964

6 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic
View our menu at 

wokeryinmystic.com

WOKERY
CHINESE RESTAURANT STONINGTON NATURAL 

HEALTH CENTER 
Your Place For Health, Healing, and Happiness

Acupuncture
 Massage

Chinese Herbal 
Medicine

snhc.com
860-536-3880

Good Food ... Whatever Your Mood

860-536-2662
gofishct.com

860-415-8123
breakwaterstonington.com

860-536-2661
steakloftct.com

Create The Perfect Home
MYSTIC SHOWROOM

Call or Text: 860-536-4929
NORWICH SHOWROOM
Call or Text: 860-889-2093

keithsappliances.com

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com
800.808.9294CALL  

NOW!

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

MECHANICAL CONTRACTING INC. 
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling 

Boiler Replacements
Water Treatment • Gas Piping 

860-867-6976

WILLIAMS &  
ASSOCIATES

CUSTOMER REVIEWS 4.8/5 STARS

For your home care needs,  
call 860-535-6744

Serving Stonington/New London 
County and Rhode Island

helpinghandshealinghearts.org

Life is better when you have a plan

Get smart about your coverage.
Call me today! 860-415-6240

Advertisement produced on behalf of the following specific insurers and seeking to obtain business for insurance underwritten by 
Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Insurance 
Company of Washington (Bellevue, WA) or affiliates. In TX: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance 
Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Texas County Mutual Insurance Company, Mid-Century 
Insurance Company of Texas or Texas Farmers Insurance Company. In NY: insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, 
Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company or Farmers New Century Insurance Company. Home office, Los Angeles, 
CA. Each insurer has sole financial responsibility for its own insurance. List of all insurers and states where licensed at farmers.com/
companies/state/. Not all insurers are authorized in all states.
Not all products, coverages, and discounts are available in every state and may vary by state. Restrictions, exclusions, limits, 
and conditions apply. See agent for details.
Life insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave SE, Ste 300, Bellevue, WA 98005. Farmers New 
World Life Insurance Company is not licensed and does not solicit or sell in the state of New York.
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Mystic
Funeral Home
Family Owned & Operated

Stephen M. King • Director
Route 1 • Mystic, CT. 06355

860.536.2888
www.mysticfuneralhome.com

Pawcatuck 
Auto Body Co.

“Since 1958”
Gus, Erwin, Gus III,

Kurt Dessaules
56 Broad St., Pawcatuck

860-599-4359

OFFICES IN:

GROTON, CT 
860-536-9685

WESTERLY, RI 
401-596-2000

www.mysticcpa.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

106 Main Street, Westerly, RI
Open Everyday 7am-10pm

401-596-2054

14 Clara Drive, Mystic, CT
Open Everyday 7am-10pm

860-536-2054

860-535-3064
228 N. Water St. Unit C

Stonington, CT
John Pereira III

Owner/Operator

pmwmarinect.com

Fine Gifts, Collectibles 
& Jewelry Since 1975

OLDE MISTICK VILLAGE 7A 
MYSTIC, CT 06355 

860.536.2964

WWW.GEORGETTI.COM

MONUMENTS • MARKERS 
MAUSOLEUMS

Custom Design, Granite & Bronze Memorials, 
Cemetery Lettering, Pet Markers, Memorial Cleaning, 

Pre-Need Financing, Title 19 Services, Perpetual 
Warranties, Many Designs & Colors In Stock!

860-599-5909
875 Stonington Road, Pawcatuck

BuzziMemorials.com

10% OFF Any Monument In Stock OR
$200 OFF Polished Gray Upright Memorials*
With this coupon. Not valid with any other offer. *Certain sizes.

BUZZI MEMORIALS

117 High Street
Westerly, RI 02891

401.348.3000
www.mplynchlaw.com

confidential@michaelplynchlaw.com

OFFICE: 401.596.8917
61 Springbrook Rd. / Westerly, RI

info@edfrenchpaving.com
www.frenchpaving.com

Brett L. Bruno, D.D.S.
 Ian W. Stelzner, D.M.D.

401-596-0075
88 Beach Street, Westerly, RI

www.beachcrestdental.com

Mansfield Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

Serving the community since 1965

401-596-2096
We’re Here to Help

Home • Auto • Business
Life • Flood • RV/Watercraft

 115 High St, Westerly, RI
 Licensed in CT & RI
 info@mansfieldins.com
 Mansfieldins.com

The Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center is available when you
need help with food, transportation, utilities or other
emergency assistance. Call our Executive Director at

(860) 599–3285, ext. 101 for confidential assistance.

111 W Broad Street 
Pawcatuck

860-599-1005
 

Open  
Tue - Sat

10am - 2pm

BUCKLER-JOHNSTON FUNERAL HOME
121 Main St., Westerly, RI 401-596-2465

John G. Weeden • Michele J. Wegner
Licensed Funeral Directors & Embalmers

Servicing All Faiths, Preplanning & 
Cremation Services Available

S.R. AVERY FUNERAL HOME
Bank St., Hope Valley, RI 401-539-2271

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Bill Ames

bames@4LPi.com  
or (800) 477-4574 x6424

IGNAZIO’S
(in-yats-zio’s)

THE PIZZA
FROM BROOKLYN TO MYSTIC
42 WILLIAMS AVE. • MYSTIC, CT 

860.370.4900

DUCTLESS MINI-SPLITS
WATER TREATMENT
860-599-9000

info@ceilplumbing.com
ceilplumbing.com

266 South Broad Street Pawcatuck
LICENSED CT P1204807

DI
CK
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ORLD OF W
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ES

137 Main Street, Westerly
401-596-5711

Join us Sunday evenings for  
NACHO SUNDAYS!

All proceeds are donated to the  
New London Community Meal Center

14 HOLMES STREET, MYSTIC
ENGINEROOMCT.COM | 860-415-8117

BROADWAY 
AUTO

860-536-0288
32 Williams Avenue, Mystic

marlin@broadwayautomystic.com

Marlin Hoffman 
Owner/Technician

Karen Rathbun Hanson Broker/Owner
Providence College, BS in Marketing
Licensed in CT & RI
(860) 961-4937 Cell
khanson@stoningtonrealty.com

BOOK ONLINE at 
www.mamaemilys.com

for Formal Events • Casual Events
Fundraisers • Just Because

STONINGTON AND SURROUNDING AREAS
EMILY@MAMAEMILYS.COM

Ice 
Cream 
Truck

Enlighten 
Your Spirit
CELEBRATING 

OVER 34 YEARS!
robrivers.com

20 Holmes Street
Mystic, CT 06355

860-572-7271

Old Lyme Marketplace
Old Lyme, CT 06371

860-434-8197

Now You Have a Choice:
COOL AND HEAT

YOUR ENTIRE HOME OR
JUST ONE ROOM AT A TIME

Text or Email 401-741-2704
dvmechanicalductless.com

Catholic Day and Boarding  
High School for Young Women

54 WEST MAIN ST, BALTIC, CT 
860.822.9272 • AHFBALTIC.COM

Great Burgers, Wings & Philly’s!
Watch all Sports on 23 TVs!

860-599-2034
8 Mechanic Street, Pawcatuck

www.ccobriens.com

Sports
Cafe

Pawcatuck Roofing Co.
860-599-1024

20 S. Anguilla Rd. Box 9B
Pawcatuck, CT 06379

www.pawcatuckroofing.com


